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I sit down to write my article for the December magazine having just heard someone on the 
radio making the comment that people have ‘never before been so consciously rational, 
with never so much nonsense’ around at the same time. 
 
Also, this week I have caught a discussion on the radio with such terms as ‘post- Christian’ 
and post-modernist being used. What do they mean I ask myself? 
It is often quoted that there are only two certainties in life, taxation, and death. Personally, I 
would like to add a third summed up in the title of a famous Bod Dylan song ‘The times are a 
changing’. However, the certainty of ‘the times are a changing’ is not what it seems, 
because whether you believe ‘history repeats itself’ or that ‘we keep going round in circles,’ 
the sensation and perception of constant change is an age-old observation. 
 
Heraclitus, an ancient Greek philosopher embodied this constant ‘toing and froing’ in the 
doctrine of flux and the unity of opposites, i.e., 1) everything is constantly changing and 2) 
everything is and is and is not at the same time. Nature likewise through the cycle of the 
seasons and mankind through the anxiety of human nature, is constantly having to learn 
and re-learn the deficiencies, fragility, and flaws of the human condition.  
 
Hence, no matter how hard people seek to differentiate between historical periods, no 
matter how hard people claim this modern age to be rational, logical, or objective. There 
will always be plenty of evidence of the irrational, nonsensical, and divisive nature of the 
human mind and heart. That as Heraclitus would say is the constant unity of opposites. 
 
What has this to do with the Christmas celebrations that are still the hallmark of the month 
of December? It is this, that the ‘communion’ of family and friends is the continuity of God’s 
love in our age and all ages. As Scripture tells us where two or three are gathered in the love 
of God, there the Holy Spirit of fellowship, comradeship and family is known. Mary and 
Jesus gathered around the baby Jesus as a family, and we through the life and death of 
Christ, share today their good news. 
 
And just as Mary and Joseph gathered in a stable to satisfy an imperial command that all 
individuals return to their ancestral town that ‘all the world’ should be taxed. A completely 
rational and sensible plan, we share with them the no-sense miracle of the virgin birth of 
Christ. Demonstrating the constants of following the law (for fear of death) and the 
demands of taxation, are inexplicably linked and co-existent with divine truth and eternal 
love. As the Christmas Gospel of John tells us, Chapter 1 verse 3 ‘all things come into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being.’ That is the truth and the love 
that is more than a constant, it is life itself. 
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