
 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING            Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amos, concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem. In the days to come 
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord shall 
tower above the mountains and be lifted 
higher than the hills. All the nations will 
stream to it, peoples without number will 
come to it; and they will say: “Come, let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple 
of the God of Jacob that he may teach us his 
ways so that we may walk in his paths; since 
the Law will go out from Zion, and the oracle 
of the Lord from Jerusalem.” He will wield 
authority over the nations and adjudicate 
between many peoples; these will hammer 
their swords into plough shares, their spears 
into sickles.  Nation will not lift sword against 
nation, there will be no more training for war.  
O House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the 
light of the Lord. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM            Psalm 121:1-2.4-9 
 

+ I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
 “Let us go to God’s house.” 
 

1. I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
“Let us go to God’s house.” 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. + 
 

2. It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord. 
For Israel’s law it is, 
there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of judgement 
of the house of David. + 
 

3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray: 
“Peace be to your homes! 
May peace reign in your walls, 
in your palaces, peace!” + 
 

4. For love of my brethren and friends 
I say: “Peace upon you!” 
For love of the house of the Lord 
I will ask for your good. + 
 
SECOND READING                  Romans 13:11-14 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans.  
 

You know “the time” has come: you must 
wake up now: our salvation is even nearer 
than it was when we were converted.  The 
night is almost over, it will be daylight soon — 
let us give up all the things we prefer to do 
under the cover of the dark; let us arm 
ourselves and appear in the light.  Let us live 
decently as people do in the daytime: no 
drunken orgies, no promiscuity or 
licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. 
Let your amour be the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let us see, O Lord, you mercy 
and give us your saving help. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                   Matthew 24:37-44 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was in 
Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of Man 
comes.  For in those days before the Flood 
people were eating, drinking, taking wives, 
taking husbands, right up to the day Noah 
went into the ark, and they suspected nothing 
till the Flood came and swept all away.  It will 
be like this when the Son of Man comes.  
Then of two men in the fields one is taken, 
one left; of two women at the millstone 
grinding, one is taken, one left. So stay 
awake, because you do not know the day 
when your master is coming.  You may be 
quite sure of this that if the householder had 
known at what time of the night the burglar 
would come, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have allowed anyone to break 
through the wall of his house.  Therefore, you 
too must stand ready because the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                                 Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion 
thrusts from his roots: on him the spirit of the Lord 
rests, a spirit of wisdom and insight, a spirit of 
counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord.  (The fear of the Lord is his breath.)  
He does not judge by appearances, he gives no 
verdict on hearsay, but judges the wretched with 
integrity, and with equity gives a verdict for the poor 
of the land.  His word is a rod that strikes the 
ruthless; his sentences bring death to the wicked.  
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness 
the belt about his hips.  The wolf lives with the lamb, 
the panther lies down with the kid, calf and lion cub 
feed together with a little boy to lead them.  The cow 
and the bear make friends, their young lie down 
together.  The lion eats straw like the ox.  The infant 
plays over the cobra’s hole; into the viper’s lair the 
young child puts his hand.  They do no hurt, no 
harm, on all my holy mountain, for the country is 
filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
swell the sea.  That day, the root of Jesse shall 
stand as a signal to the peoples.  It will be sought 
out by the nations and its home will be glorious. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 71 
 

+ In his days justice shall flourish  
 and peace till the moon fails.   
 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. + 
 

2. In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. + 
 

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. + 
 

4. May his name be blessed for ever 
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. + 
 
SECOND READING                          Romans 15:4-9 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

Everything that was written long ago in the 
scriptures was meant to teach us something about 
hope from the examples scriptures gives of how 
people who did not give up were helped by God.  
And may he who helps us when we refuse to give 

up, help you all to be tolerant with each other, 
following the example of Christ Jesus, so that united 
in mind and voice you may give glory to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat 
each other in the same friendly way as Christ 
treated you.  The reason Christ became the servant 
of circumcised Jews was not only so that God could 
faithfully carry out the promises made to the 
patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give 
glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one 
place: For this I shall praise you among the pagans 
and sing to your name. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight; 
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                            Matthew 3:1-12 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he 
preached in the wilderness of Judea and this was 
his message: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand.” This was the man the prophet Isaiah 
spoke of when he said:  A voice cries in the 
wilderness:  Prepare a way for the Lord, make his 
paths straight. This man John wore a garment made 
of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then 
Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole Jordan 
district made their way to him, and as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed 
their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, 
“Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the 
retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, 
produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to 
tell yourselves,  ‘We have Abraham for our father,’ 
because I tell you, God can raise children for 
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is 
laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which 
fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for 
repentance, but the one who follows me is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his 
sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear 
his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the 
barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will 
never go out.”  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                        Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let 
the wasteland rejoice and bloom, let it bring 
forth flowers like the jonquil, let it rejoice and 
sing for joy. The glory of Lebanon is 
bestowed on it, the splendour of Carmel and 
Sharon; they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendour of our God. Strengthen all 
weary hands, steady all trembling knees and 
say to all faint hearts, “Courage! Do not be 
afraid. Look, your God is coming, the 
retribution of God; he is coming to save you.” 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame 
shall leap like a deer and the tongues of the 
dumb sing for joy; for those the Lord has 
ransomed shall return.  They will come to 
Zion shouting for joy, everlasting joy on their 
faces; joy and gladness will go with them and 
sorrow and lament be ended. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                 Psalm 145 
 

+ Come, Lord, and save us. 
 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. + 
 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. + 
 

3. It is the Lord who loves the just 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. + 
 
SECOND READING                       James 5:7-10 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint James.  
 

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming.  
Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for 
the precious fruit of the ground until it has had 
the autumn rains and the spring rains!  You 
too have to be patient; do not lose heart, 
because the Lord’s coming will be soon.  Do 
not make complaints against one another, 
brothers, so as not to be brought to 
judgement yourselves; the Judge is already 

to be seen waiting at the gates.  For your 
example, brothers, in submitting with 
patience, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 
He has sent me to bring good news  
to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                     Matthew 11:2-11 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was 
doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or have we 
got to wait for someone else?” Jesus 
answered, “Go back and tell John what you 
hear and see; the blind see again, and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, and the dead are raised to life and the 
Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and 
happy is the man who does not lose faith in 
me”. As the messengers were leaving, Jesus 
began to talk to the people about John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see?  A 
reed swaying in the breeze?  No?  Then what 
did you go out to see?  A man wearing fine 
clothes?  Oh no, those who wear fine clothes 
are to be found in palaces.  Then what did 
you go out for?  To see a prophet?  Yes, I tell 
you, and much more than a prophet: he is the 
one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going 
to send my messenger before you; he will 
prepare your way before you. “I tell you 
solemnly, of all the children born of women, a 
greater than John the Baptist has never been 
seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he is.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ  

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                       Isaiah 7:10-14 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
  

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, “Ask the 
Lord your God for a sign for yourself coming 
either from the depths of Sheol or from the 
heights above.”  “No,” Ahaz answered “I will 
not put the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said: 
“Listen now, House of David: are you not 
satisfied with trying the patience of men 
without trying the patience of my God, too?  
The Lord himself, therefore, will give you a 
sign.  It is this: the maiden is with child and 
will soon give birth to a son whom she will call 
Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-
with-us’.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 24 
 

+ Let the Lord enter! 
 He is the king of glory. 
 

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 
the world and all its peoples. 
It is he who set it on the seas; 
on the waters he made it firm. + 
 

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 
Who shall stand in his holy place? 
The man with clean hands and pure heart, 
who desires not worthless things. + 
 

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord 
and reward from the God who saves him. 
Such are the men who seek him, 
seek the face of the God of Jacob. + 
 
SECOND READING                       Romans 1:1-7 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
  

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has 
been called to be an apostle, and specially 
chosen to preach the Good News that God 
promised long ago through his prophets in 
the scriptures. This news is about the Son of 
God who, according to the human nature he 
took, was a descendant of David: it is about 
Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order of the 
spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him, 
was proclaimed Son of God in all his power 
through his resurrection from the dead.  
Through him we received grace and our 
apostolic mission to preach the obedience of 

faith to all pagan nations in honour of his 
name.  You are one of these nations, and by 
his call belong to Jesus Christ.  To you all, 
then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, called 
to be saints, may God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ send grace and peace. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The virgin will conceive  
and give birth to a son 
and they will call him Emmanuel, 
a name which means “God-is-with-us”. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                     Matthew 1:18-24 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born.  
His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; 
but before they came to live together she was 
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  
Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour 
and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to 
divorce her informally.  He had made up his 
mind to do this when the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife, because she has 
conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit.  
She will give birth to a son and you must 
name him Jesus, because he is the one who 
is to save his people from their sins.”  Now all 
this took place to fulfil the words spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: “The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son and they will 
call him Emmanuel, a name which means 
“God-is-with-us”. When Joseph woke up he 
did what the angel of the Lord had told him to 
do: he took his wife to his home. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                          Isaiah 62:1-5 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

About Zion I will not be silent, about Jerusalem     
I will not grow weary, until her integrity shines out 
like the dawn and her salvation flames like a 
torch. The nations then will see your integrity, all 
the kings your glory, and you will be called by a 
new name, one which the mouth of the Lord will 
confer. You are to be a crown of splendour in the 
hand of the Lord, a princely diadem in the hand of 
your God; no longer are you to be named 
‘Forsaken’, nor your land ‘Abandoned’, but you 
shall be called ‘My Delight’ and your land ‘The 
Wedded’; for the Lord takes delight in you and 
your land will have its wedding.  Like a young 
man marrying a virgin, so will the one who built 
you wed you, and as the bridegroom rejoices in 
his bride, so will your God rejoice in you.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 88 
 

+  I will sing forever of your love, O Lord.    
  

1. ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
I have sworn to David my servant:  
I will establish your dynasty for ever 
and set up your throne through all ages.’ + 
 

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a king, 
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
who find their joy every day in your name, 
who make your justice  
the source of their bliss. + 
 

3. ‘He will say to me, “You are my father, 
my God the rock who saves me.” 
‘I will keep my love for him always,  
for him my covenant shall endure.’ + 
 
SECOND READING                Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
  

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he stood 
up, in the synagogue, held up a hand for silence 
and began to speak: ‘Men of Israel, and fearers of 
God, listen!  The God of our nation Israel chose 
our ancestors, and made our people great when 
they were living as foreigners in Egypt; then by 
divine power he led them out. Then he made 
David their king, of whom he approved in these 
words, “I have selected David son of Jesse, a 
man after my own heart, who will carry out my 
whole purpose.”  To keep his promise, God has 
raised up for Israel one of David’s descendants, 
Jesus, as Saviour, whose coming was heralded 
by John when he proclaimed a baptism of 

repentance for the whole people of Israel.  Before 
John ended his career he said, “I am not the one 
you imagine me to be; that one is coming after 
me and I am not fit to undo his sandal.”’ 
 

 This is the word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Tomorrow there will be an end  
to the sin of the world  
and the Saviour of the world will be our king. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                        Matthew 1:18-25 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His 
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before 
they came to live together she was found to be 
with child through the Holy Spirit.  Her husband 
Joseph; being a man of honour and wanting to 
spare her publicity, decided to divorce her 
informally.  He had made up his mind to do this 
when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
she has conceived what is in her by the Holy 
Spirit.  She will give birth to a son and you must 
name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to 
save his people from their sins.’  Now all this took 
place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son and they will call him 
Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-with-
us’”. When Joseph woke up he did what the angel 
of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to 
his home and, though he had not had intercourse 
with her, she gave birth to a son; and he named 
him Jesus. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  
VIGIL MASS 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                                     Isaiah 9:1-7 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

The people that walked in darkness has seen a 
great light; on those who live in a land of deep 
shadow a light has shone.  You have made their 
gladness greater, you have made their joy increase; 
they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at 
harvest time, as men are happy when they are 
dividing the spoils. For the yoke that was weighing 
on him, the bar across his shoulders, the rod of his 
oppressor, these you break as on the day of Midian.  
For all the footgear of battle, every cloak rolled in 
blood, is burnt, and consumed by fire. For there is a 
child born for us, a son given to us and dominion is 
laid on his shoulders; and this is the name they give 
him: Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eternal-
Father, Prince-of-Peace.  Wide is his dominion in a 
peace that has no end, for the throne of David and 
for his royal power, which he establishes and makes 
secure in justice and integrity. From this time 
onwards and for ever, the jealous love of the Lord of 
hosts will do this. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 95 
 

+  Today a Saviour has been born to us; 
 he is Christ the Lord.  

 

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Sing to the Lord, bless his name. + 
 

2. Proclaim his help day by day, 
tell among the nations his glory 
and his wonders among all the peoples. + 
 

3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 
let the sea and all within it thunder praise; 
let the land and all that it bears rejoice, 
all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 
he comes to rule the earth. + 
 

4. With justice he will rule the world, 
he will judge the peoples with his truth. + 
 
SECOND READING                          Titus 2:11-14 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to Titus. 
 

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made 
salvation possible for the whole human race and 
taught us that what we have to do is to give up 
everything that does not lead to God, and all our 
worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained and 
live good and religious lives here in this present 
world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing 
which will come with the Appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Saviour Christ Jesus. He 
sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free from 

all wickedness and to purify a people so that it could 
be his very own and would have no ambition except 
to do good. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I bring you news of great joy: 
today a Saviour has been born to us,  
Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                                              Luke 2:1-14 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of 
the whole world to be taken. This census – the first 
– took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, 
and everyone went to his own town to be registered. 
So Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the town of 
David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s 
House and line, in order to be registered together 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  While 
they were there the time came for her to have her 
child, and she gave birth to a son, her first born.  
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him 
in a manger because there was no room for them at 
the inn.  In the countryside close by there were 
shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in turns 
to watch their flocks during the night. 
The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the 
glory of the Lord shone round them.  They were 
terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid.  
Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be 
shared by the whole people. Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ 
the Lord.  And here is a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.’  And suddenly with the angel there was a 
great throng of the heavenly host, praising God and 
singing: ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace to men who enjoy his favour’ 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  
MIDNIGHT MASS 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                       Isaiah 62:11-12 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

This the Lord proclaims to the ends of the 
earth: Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Look, 
your Saviour comes, the prize of his 
victory with him, his trophies before him.’ 
They shall be called ‘The Holy People’, 
‘The Lord’s Redeemed.’ And you shall be 
called ‘The sought after’, ‘City not 
forsaken.’ 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM           Psalm 96 
 

+ This day new light 
 will shine upon the earth: 
 the Lord is born for us. 
 

1. The Lord is king! Let earth rejoice, 
the many coastlines be glad. 
The skies proclaim his justice; 
all peoples see his glory. + 
 

2. Light shines forth for the just 
and joy, for the upright of heart. 
Rejoice, you just in the Lord; 
give glory to his holy name. + 
 
SECOND READING                    Titus 3:4-7 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul 
to Titus. 
 

When the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour for mankind were revealed, it was 
not because he was concerned with any 
righteous actions we might have done 
ourselves; it was for no reason except his 
own compassion that he saved us, by 
means of the cleansing water of rebirth 
and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit 
which he has so generously poured over 
us through Jesus Christ our Saviour. He 
did this so that we should be justified by 
his grace, to become heirs looking 
forward to inheriting eternal life.  
 

  This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and peace to men who enjoy his favour 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                             Luke 2:15-20 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now when the angels had gone from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, ‘Let us go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened which 
the Lord has made known to us’.  So they 
hurried away and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in the manger.  When 
they saw the child they repeated what 
they had been told about him, and 
everyone who heard it was astonished at 
what the shepherds had to say.  As for 
Mary, she treasured all these things and 
pondered them in her heart.  And the 
shepherds went back glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and 
seen; it was exactly as they had been 
told. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  
MASS AT DAWN 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                                  Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one 
who brings good news, who heralds peace, brings 
happiness, proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your 
God is king!’ Listen!  Your watchmen raise their 
voices, they shout for joy together, for they see the 
Lord face to face, as he returns to Zion.  Break into 
shouts of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem; for 
the Lord is consoling his people, redeeming 
Jerusalem.  The Lord bares his holy arm in the sight 
of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of our God. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 97 
 

+  All the ends of the earth have seen 
 the salvation of our God. 

 

1. Sing a new song to the Lord 
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand, and his holy arm,  
have brought salvation. + 
 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation, 
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel. + 
 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. + 
 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp 
with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
acclaim the King, the Lord. + 
 
SECOND READING                        Hebrews 1:1-6 
 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
 

At various times in the past and in various different 
ways, God spoke to our ancestors through the 
prophets; but in our own time, the last days, he has 
spoken to us through his Son, the Son that he has 
appointed to inherit everything and through whom 
he made everything there is.  He is the radiant light 
of God’s glory and the perfect copy of his nature, 
sustaining the universe by his powerful command; 
and now that he has destroyed the defilement of sin, 
he has gone to take his place in heaven at the right 
hand of divine Majesty.  So he is now as far above 
the angels as the title which he has inherited is 
higher than their own name. God has never said to 
any angel: You are my Son, today I have become 
your father, or: I will be a father to him and he a son 
to me.  Again, when he brings the First-born into the 
world, he says: Let all the angels of God worship 
him. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 
Come, you nations, worship the Lord, 
for today a great light  
has shone down upon the earth. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                              John 1:1-18 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with 
God and the Word was God.  He was with God in 
the beginning.  Through him all things came to be, 
not one thing had its being but through him.  All that 
came to be had life in him and that life was the light 
of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light that 
darkness could not overpower. A man came, sent 
by God.  His name was John.  He came as a 
witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that 
everyone might believe through him.  He was not 
the light, only a witness to speak for the light.  The 
Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and 
he was coming into the world.  He was in the world 
that had its being through him, and the world did not 
know him.  He came to his own domain and his own 
people did not accept him.  But to all who did accept 
him he gave power to become children of God, to all 
who believe in the name of him who was born not 
out of human stock or urge of the flesh or will of 
man but of God himself.  The Word was made flesh, 
he lived among us, and we saw his glory, the glory 
that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace 
and truth.  John appears as his witness. He 
proclaims:  ‘This is the one of whom I said: He who 
comes after me ranks before me because he 
existed before me’.  Indeed, from his fullness we 
have, all of us, received—yes, grace in return for 
grace, since, though the Law was given through 
Moses, grace and truth have come through Jesus 
Christ. No one has ever seen God; it is the only 
Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has 
made him known. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  
MASS DURING THE DAY 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING       Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6, 12-14 
 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.  
 

The Lord honours the father in his children, and 
upholds the rights of a mother over her sons.  
Whoever respects his father is atoning for his 
sins, he who honours his mother is like someone 
amassing a fortune.  Whoever respects his father 
will be happy with children of his own, he shall be 
heard on the day when he prays.  Long life comes 
to him who honours his father, he who sets his 
mother at ease is showing obedience to the Lord.  
My son, support your father in his old age, do not 
grieve him during his life.  Even if his mind should 
fail, show him sympathy, do not despise him in 
your health and strength; for kindness to a father 
should not be forgotten but will serve as 
reparation for your sins. 
  

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  Psalm 127 
 

+  O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
 and walk in his ways!  
 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. + 
 

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. + 
 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed 
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life! + 
 
SECOND READING                 Colossians 3:12-21 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul 
to the Colossians.  
 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves 
you, and you should be clothed in sincere 
compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness 
and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive 
each other as soon as a quarrel begins.  The Lord 
has forgiven you; now you must do the same.  
Over all these clothes, to keep them together and 
complete them, put on love.  And may the peace 
of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this 
that you were called together as parts of one 
body.  Always be thankful. Let the message of 
Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you.  
Teach each other, and advise each other, in all 
wisdom.  With gratitude in your hearts sing 

psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God: 
and never say or do anything except in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. Wives, give way to your 
husbands, as you should in the Lord.  Husbands, 
love your wives and treat them with gentleness.  
Children, be obedient to your parents always, 
because that is what will please the Lord.  
Parents, never drive your children to resentment 
or you will make them feel frustrated.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts; 
let the message of Christ find a home with you. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                            Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, 
take the child and his mother with you, and 
escape into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, 
because Herod intends to search for the child and 
do away with him.”  So Joseph got up and, taking 
the child and his mother with him, left that night 
for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod was dead.  
This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken 
through the prophet: I called my son out of Egypt.  
After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said.  
“Get up, take the child and his mother with you 
and go back to the land of Israel, for those who 
wanted to kill the child are dead.”  So Joseph got 
up and, taking the child and his mother with him, 
went back to the land of Israel.  But when he 
learnt that Archelaus had succeeded his father 
Herod as ruler of Judea he was afraid to go there, 
and being warned in a dream he left for the region 
of Galilee. There he settled in a town called 
Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through 
the prophets were to be fulfilled: ‘He will be called 
a Nazarene.’ 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF  
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING       Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2, 8-12 
 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus. 
 

Wisdom speaks her own praises, in the midst of 
her people she glories in herself.  She opens her 
mouth in the assembly of the Most High, she 
glories in herself in the presence of the Mighty 
One; ‘Then the creator of all things instructed me, 
and he who created me fixed a place for my tent.  
He said, “Pitch your tent in Jacob, make Israel 
your inheritance”. From eternity, in the beginning, 
he created me, and for eternity I shall remain.       
I ministered before him in the holy tabernacle, 
and thus was I established on Zion. In the 
beloved city he has given me rest, and in 
Jerusalem I wield my authority. I have taken root 
in a privileged people, in the Lord’s property, in 
his inheritance.’ 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                   Psalm 147 
 

+  The word was made flesh, 
 and lived among us.   
 

1. O praise the Lord, Jerusalem,  
Zion, praise your God! 
He has strengthened the bars of your gates, 
he has blessed the children within you. + 
 

2. He established peace on your borders, 
he feeds you with finest wheat. 
He sends out his word to the earth 
and swiftly runs his command. + 
 

3. He makes his word known to Jacob, 
to Israel his laws and decrees. 
He has not dealt thus with other nations; 
he has not taught them his decrees. + 
 
SECOND READING            Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul 
to the Ephesians.   
 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with all the spiritual 
blessings of heaven in Christ. Before the world 
was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, to be 
holy and spotless, and to live through love in his 
presence, determining that we should become his 
adopted sons, through Jesus Christ for his own 
kind purposes, to make us praise the glory of his 
grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved. That will 
explain why I, having once heard about your faith 
in the Lord Jesus, and the love that you show 
towards all the saints, have never failed to 
remember you in my prayers and to thank God for 
you. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and 
perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full 
knowledge of him.  May he enlighten the eyes of 
your mind so that you can see what hope his call 
holds for you, what rich glories he has promised 
the saints will inherit. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glory be to you, O Christ,   
proclaimed to the pagans; 
Glory be to you, O Christ,  
believed in by the world.   
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                          John 1:1-18 
 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was 
with God and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning.  Through him all things 
came to be, not one thing had its being but 
through him.  All that came to be had life in him 
and that life was the light of men, a light that 
shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not 
overpower. A man came, sent by God.  His name 
was John.  He came as a witness, as a witness to 
speak for the light, so that everyone might believe 
through him.  He was not the light, only a witness 
to speak for the light. The Word was the true light 
that enlightens all men; and he was coming into 
the world. He was in the world that had its being 
through him, and the world did not know him. He 
came to his own domain and his own people did 
not accept him. But to all who did accept him he 
gave power to become children of God, to all who 
believe in the name of him who was born not out 
of human stock or urge of the flesh or will of man 
but of God himself. The Word was made flesh, he 
lived among us, and we saw his glory, the glory 
that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. John appears as his witness.  He 
proclaims: ‘This is the one of whom I said: He 
who comes after me ranks before me because he 
existed before me’. Indeed, from his fullness we 
have, all of us, received—yes, grace in return for 
grace, since though the Law was given through 
Moses, grace and truth have come through Jesus 
Christ. No one has ever seen God; it is the only 
Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who 
has made him known. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
CHRISTMAS 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                 Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light has 
come, the glory of the Lord is rising on you, 
though night still covers the earth and darkness 
the peoples. Above you the Lord now rises and 
above you his glory appears. The nations come to 
your light and kings to your dawning brightness.  
Lift up your eyes and look round: all are 
assembling and coming towards you, your sons 
from far away and daughters being tenderly 
carried. At this sight you will grow radiant, your 
heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the 
sea will flow to you, the wealth of the nations 
come to you; camels in throngs will cover you, 
and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; everyone 
in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense 
and singing the praise of the Lord. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 71 
 

+  All nations shall fall prostrate  
 before you, O Lord. 
 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,   
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and the poor in right judgement. + 
 

2. In his days justice shall flourish,  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea,  
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. + 
 

3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts 
shall pay him tribute. 
The kings of Sheba and Seba  
shall bring him gifts. 
Before him all kings shall prostrate, 
all nations shall serve him. + 
 

4. For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. + 
 
SECOND READING               Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul 
to the Ephesians. 
 

You have probably heard how I have been 
entrusted by God with the grace he meant for 
you, and that it was by a revelation that I was 
given the knowledge of the mystery. This mystery 
that has now been revealed through the Spirit to 
his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to 
any men in past generations; it means that 
pagans now share the same inheritance, that they 

are parts of the same body, and that the same 
promise has been made to them, in Christ Jesus 
through the Gospel. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
We saw his star as it rose 
and had come to do the Lord homage. 
Alleluia!  
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 2:1-12 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judea 
during the reign of King Herod, some wise men 
came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the 
infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his 
star as it rose and have come to do him homage.’  
When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, 
and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called 
together all the chief priests and the scribes of the 
people, and inquired of them where the Christ 
was to be born.  ‘At Bethlehem in Judea,’ they 
told him ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: ‘And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by 
no means least among the leaders of Judah, for 
out of you will come a leader who will shepherd 
my people Israel’. Then Herod summoned the 
wise men to see him privately. He asked them the 
exact date on which the star had appeared, and 
sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all 
about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have 
found him, let me know, so that I too may go and 
do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king 
had to say, they set out. And there in front of 
them was the star they had seen rising; it went 
forward, and halted over the place where the child 
was.  The sight of the star filled them with delight, 
and going into the house they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they 
did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not 
to go back to Herod, and returned to their own 
country by a different way.  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                   Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord: Here is my servant 
whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom my 
soul delights. I have endowed him with my 
spirit that he may bring true justice to the 
nations. He does not cry out or shout aloud, 
or make his voice heard in the streets. He 
does not break the crushed reed, nor quench 
the wavering flame. Faithfully he brings true 
justice; he will neither waver, nor be crushed 
until true justice is established on earth, for 
the islands are awaiting his law. I, the Lord, 
have called you to serve the cause of right;    
I have taken you by the hand and formed 
you; I have appointed you as covenant of the 
people and light of the nations, to open the 
eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison, 
and those who live in darkness from the 
dungeon. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 28 
 

+  The Lord will bless  
 his people with peace.  
 

1. O give the Lord you sons of God, 
give the Lord glory and power; 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Adore the Lord in his holy court. + 
 

2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters, 
the Lord on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the Lord, full of power, 
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. + 
 

3. The God of glory thunders. 
In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’ 
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood,  
The Lord sits as king for ever. + 
 
SECOND READING                       Acts 10:34-38 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his house—
hold: ‘The truth I have now come to realise,’ 
he said, ‘is that God does not have favourites, 
but that anybody of any nationality who fears 
God and does what is right is acceptable to 
him. It is true, God sent his word to the 
people of Israel, and it was to them that the 
good news of peace was brought by Jesus 
Christ—but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men.  

You must have heard about the recent 
happenings in Judea; about Jesus of 
Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after 
John had been preaching baptism.  God had 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, and because God was with him, 
Jesus went about doing good and curing all 
who had fallen into the power of the devil. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The heavens opened  
and the Father’s voice resounded: 
“This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.” 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                     Matthew 3:12-17 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be 
baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him.  
‘It is I who need baptism from you,’ he said, 
‘and yet you come to me!’  But Jesus replied, 
‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is fitting 
that we should, in this way, do all that 
righteousness demands’. At this, John gave 
in to him. As soon as Jesus was baptised he 
came up from the water, and suddenly the 
heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming down on 
him.  And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on 
him’. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                             Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord: Here is my servant whom          
I uphold, my chosen one in whom my soul 
delights. I have endowed him with my spirit that 
he may bring true justice to the nations. He does 
not cry out or shout aloud, or make his voice 
heard in the streets. He does not break the 
crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame. 
Faithfully he brings true justice; he will neither 
waver, nor be crushed until true justice is 
established on earth, for the islands are awaiting 
his law. I, the Lord, have called you to serve the 
cause of right; I have taken you by the hand and 
formed you; I have appointed you as covenant of 
the people and light of the nations, to open the 
eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison, and 
those who live in darkness from the dungeon. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSAL M                      Psalm 28 
 

+   The Lord will bless his people with peace. 
 

1. O give the Lord, you sons of God, 
give the Lord glory and power; 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Adore the Lord in his holy court. + 

 

2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters, 
the Lord on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the Lord, full of power, 
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. + 

 

3. The God of glory thunders. 
 In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’ 
 The Lord sat enthroned over the flood; 
 the Lord sits as king for ever. + 
 
SECOND READING                          Acts 10.34-38 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: 
‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said ‘is 
that God does not have favourites, but that 
anybody of any nationality who fears God and 
does what is right is acceptable to him. ‘It is true, 
God sent his word to the people of Israel, and it 
was to them that the good news of peace was 
brought by Jesus Christ—but Jesus Christ is Lord 
of all men. You must have heard about the recent 
happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth 
and how he began in Galilee, after John had been 
preaching baptism. God had anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God 
was with him, Jesus went about doing good and 
curing all who had fallen into the power of the 
devil.’ 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The heavens opened  
and the Father’s voice resounded:  
‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                     Matthew 3:12-17 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be 
baptised by John.  John tried to dissuade him. ‘It 
is I who need baptism from you,’ he said, ‘and yet 
you come to me!’  But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like 
this for the time being; it is fitting that we should, 
in this way, do all that righteousness demands’.  
At this, John gave in to him. As soon as Jesus 
was baptised he came up from the water, and 
suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming 
down on him.  And a voice spoke from heaven, 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on 
him’. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD (2) 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4 
 

A reading from the prophet Malachi. 
 

The Lord God says this: Look, I am going to 
send my messenger to prepare a way before 
me. And the Lord you are seeking will suddenly 
enter his Temple; and the angel of the covenant 
whom you are longing for, yes, he is coming, 
says the Lord of Hosts. Who will be able to 
resist the day of his coming? Who will remain 
standing when he appears? For he is like the 
refiner’s fire and the fullers’ alkali. He will take 
his seat as refiner and purifier; he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, and then they will make the offering to 
the Lord as it should be made. The offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will then be welcomed by 
the Lord as in former days, as in the years of 
old. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 24 
 

+  Who is the king of glory?   
 It is the Lord. 
 

1. O gates, lift up your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory! + 
 

2. Who is the king of glory? 
The Lord, the mighty, the valiant, 
the Lord, the valiant in war. + 
 

3. O gates, lift up your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory! + 
 

4. Who is the king of glory? 
He, the Lord of armies, 
he is the king of glory. + 
 
SECOND READING Hebrews 2:14-18 
 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
 

Since all the children share the same blood and 
flesh, Jesus too shared equally in it, so that by 
his death he could take away all the power of 
the devil, who had power over death, and set 
free all those who had been held in slavery all 
their lives by the fear of death. For it was not 
the angels that he took to himself; he took to 
himself descent from Abraham. It was essential 
that he should in this way become completely 
like his brothers so that he could be a 
compassionate and trustworthy high priest of 
God’s religion, able to atone for human sins.  

That is, because he has himself been through 
temptation he is able to help others who are 
tempted. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The light to enlighten the Gentiles 
and give glory to Israel, your people. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL Luke 2:22-32 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the day came for them to be purified as 
laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of 
Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord—observing what stands written in 
the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must 
be consecrated to the Lord—and also to offer in 
sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the 
Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a 
man named Simeon. He was an upright and 
devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s 
comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death until he had set eyes on 
the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he 
came to the Temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what 
the Law required, he took him into his arms and 
blessed God; and he said: ‘Now, Master, you 
can let your servant go in peace, just as you 
promised; because my eyes have seen the 
salvation which you have prepared for all the 
nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans 
and the glory of your people Israel’. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 
 

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4 
 

A reading from the prophet Malachi. 
 

The Lord God says this: Look, I am going to send 
my messenger to prepare a way before me.  And 
the Lord you are seeking will suddenly enter his 
Temple; and the angel of the covenant whom you 
are longing for, yes, he is coming, says the Lord of 
Hosts. Who will be able to resist the day of his 
coming? Who will remain standing when he 
appears? For he is like the refiner’s fire and the 
fullers’ alkali. He will take his seat as refiner and 
purifier; he will purify the sons of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, and then they will make 
the offering to the Lord as it should be made. The 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will then be 
welcomed by the Lord as in former days, as in the 
years of old. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 24 
 

+  Who is the king of glory?   
 It is the Lord. 
 

1. O gates, lift up your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory! + 
 

2. Who is the king of glory? 
The Lord, the mighty, the valiant, 
the Lord, the valiant in war. + 
 

3. O gates, lift up your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory! + 
 

4. Who is the king of glory? 
He, the Lord of armies, 
he is the king of glory. + 
 
SECOND READING Hebrews 2:14-18 
 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
 

Since all the children share the same blood and 
flesh, Jesus too shared equally in it, so that by his 
death he could take away all the power of the devil, 
who had power over death, and set free all those 
who had been held in slavery all their lives by the 
fear of death. For it was not the angels that he took 
to himself; he took to himself descent from 
Abraham. It was essential that he should in this way 
become completely like his brothers so that he 
could be a compassionate and trustworthy high 
priest of God’s religion, able to atone for human 
sins. That is, because he has himself been through 
temptation he is able to help others who are 
tempted. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The light to enlighten the Gentiles 
and give glory to Israel, your people.  
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40 
 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Luke. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the day came for them to be purified as laid 
down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus 
took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord, – observing what stands written in the Law of 
the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated 
to the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in 
accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, 
a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. Now in 
Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was 
an upright and devout man; he looked forward to 
Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death until he had set eyes on the 
Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came 
to the Temple and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he 
took him into his arms and blessed God; and he 
said: ‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in 
peace, just as you promised; because my eyes 
have seen the salvation which you have prepared 
for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the 
pagans and the glory of your people Israel.’ As the 
child’s father and mother stood there wondering at 
the things that were being said about him, Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see 
this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising 
of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is 
rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too – so that the secret thoughts of many may be 
laid bare.’ There was a prophetess also, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had 
been married for seven years before becoming a 
widow. She was now eighty-four years old and 
never left the Temple, serving God night and day 
with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that 
moment and began to praise God; and she spoke of 
the child to all who looked forward to the 
deliverance of Jerusalem. When they had done 
everything the Law of the Lord required, they went 
back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was 
filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD (2) 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING          Joel 2:12-18 
 

A reading from the prophet Joel. 
 

Now, now - it is the Lord who speaks - come back 
to me with all your heart, fasting, weeping, 
mourning.’ Let your hearts be broken, not your 
garments torn, turn to the Lord your God again, 
for he is all tenderness and compassion, slow to 
anger, rich in graciousness, and ready to relent.  
Who knows if he will not turn again, will not relent, 
will not leave a blessing as he passes, oblation 
and libation for the Lord your God? Sound the 
trumpet in Zion!  Order a fast, proclaim a solemn 
assembly, call the people together, summon the 
community, assemble the elders, gather the 
children, even the infants at the breast. Let the 
bridegroom leave his bedroom and the bride her 
alcove. Between vestibule and altar let the 
priests, the ministers of the Lord, lament. Let 
them say, ‘Spare your people, Lord!  Do not make 
your heritage a thing of shame, a byword for the 
nations. Why should it be said among the nations, 
“Where is their God?”’ Then the Lord, jealous on 
behalf of his land, took pity on his people. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                          Psalm 50 
 

+  Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
 for we have sinned.   
 

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin. + 
 

2. My offences truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned: 
what is evil in your sight I have done. + 
 

3. A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. + 
 

4. Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervour sustain me. 
O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall declare your praise. + 
 
SECOND READING              2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2 
 

A reading from the second letter of Saint Paul 
to the Corinthians. 
 

We are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though 
God were appealing through us, and the appeal 
that we make in Christ’s name is: be reconciled to 
God. For our sake God made the sinless one into 
sin, so that in him we might become the 

goodness of God. As his fellow workers, we beg 
you once again not to neglect the grace of God 
that you have received. For he says: At the 
favourable time, I have listened to you; on the day 
of salvation I came to your help. Well, now is the 
favourable time; this is the day of salvation. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
A pure heart create for me, O God, 
And give me again the joy of your help. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 
GOSPEL                                  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be careful not to 
parade your good deeds before men to attract 
their notice; by doing this you will lose all reward 
from your Father in heaven. So when you give 
alms, do not have it trumpeted before you; this is 
what the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in 
the streets to win men’s admiration. I tell you 
solemnly, they have had their reward. But when 
you give alms, your left hand must not know what 
your right is doing; your almsgiving must be 
secret, and your Father who sees all that is done 
in secret will reward you. And when you pray, do 
not imitate the hypocrites: they love to say their 
prayers standing up in the synagogues and at the 
street corners for people to see them; I tell you 
solemnly, they have had their reward. But when 
you pray, go to your private room and, when you 
have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in 
that secret place, and your Father who sees all 
that is done in secret will reward you. When you 
fast do not put on a gloomy look as the hypocrites 
do: they pull long faces to let men know they are 
fasting. I tell you solemnly, they have had their 
reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head 
and wash your face, so that no one will know you 
are fasting except your Father who sees all that is 
done in secret; and your Father who sees all that 
is done in secret will reward you. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING         Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7 
 

A reading from the book of Genesis. 
 

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil.  
Then he breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, 
and thus man became a living being. The Lord God 
planted a garden in Eden, which is in the east, and 
there he put the man he had fashioned. The Lord 
God caused to spring up from the soil every kind of 
tree, enticing to look at and good to eat, with the 
tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil in the middle of the garden. The serpent 
was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that the 
Lord God had made. It asked the woman, “Did God 
really say you were not to eat from any of the trees 
in the garden?” The woman answered the serpent, 
“We may eat the fruit of the trees in the garden. But 
of the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden 
God said, ‘You must not eat it, nor touch it, under 
pain of death’.” Then the serpent said to the woman: 
“No! You will not die! God knows in fact that on the 
day you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will 
be like gods, knowing good and evil.” The woman 
saw that the tree was good to eat and pleasing to 
the eye, and that it was desirable for the knowledge 
that it could give. So she took some of its fruit and 
ate it. She gave some also to her husband who was 
with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of 
them were opened and they realised that they were 
naked. So they sewed fig-leaves together to make 
themselves loincloths. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                          Psalm 50 
 

+ Have mercy on us, Lord, 
 for we have sinned. 
 

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence. 
wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin. + 
 

2. My offences truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. + 
 

3. A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. + 
 

4. Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervour sustain me. 
O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall declare your praise. + 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND READING        Romans 5:12, 17-19 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

Sin entered the world through one man, and through 
sin death, and thus death has spread through the 
whole human race because everyone has sinned. If 
it is certain that death reigned over everyone as the 
consequence of one man’s fall, it is even more 
certain that one man, Jesus Christ, will cause 
everyone to reign in life who receives the free gift 
that he does not deserve, of being made righteous. 
Again, as one man’s fall brought condemnation on 
everyone, so the good act of one man brings 
everyone life and makes them justified. As by one 
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so 
by one man’s obedience many will be made 
righteous. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
Man does not live by bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 
GOSPEL                                             Matthew 4:1-11 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to 
be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and 
forty nights, after which he was very hungry, and the 
tempter came and said to him, “if you are the Son of 
God, tell these stones to turn into loaves.” But he 
replied, “Scripture says: Man does not live on bread 
alone but on every word that comes from the mouth 
of  God.”  The devil then took him to the holy city 
and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple.  
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down; for scripture says: He will put you in his 
angels’ charge, and they will support you on their 
hands in case you hurt your foot against a stone.”  
Jesus said to him, “Scripture also says: You must 
not put the Lord your God to the test.” Next, taking 
him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour.   
“I will give you all these,” he said, “if you fall at my 
feet and worship me.” Then Jesus replied, “Be off, 
Satan! For scripture says: You must worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him alone.” Then the devil 
left him, and angels appeared and looked after him. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                       Genesis 12:1-4 
 

A reading from the book of Genesis.  
 

The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country, 
your family and your father’s house, for the 
land I will show you. I will make you a great 
nation; I will bless you and make your name 
so famous that it will be used as a blessing.  
“I will bless those who bless you: I will curse 
those who slight you. All the tribes of the 
earth shall bless themselves by you.” So 
Abram went as the Lord told him. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 32 
 

+ May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
     as we place all our hope in you.  
 

1. The word of the Lord is faithful 
and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with his love. + 
 

2. The Lord looks on those who revere him, 
on those who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. + 
 

3. Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 
The Lord is our help and our shield. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
as we place all our hope in you. + 
 
SECOND READING                     2 Timothy 1:8-10 
 

A reading from the second letter of Saint Paul 
to Timothy.  
 

With me, bear the hardships for the sake of 
the Good News, relying on the power of God 
who has saved us and called us to be holy — 
not because of anything we ourselves have 
done but for his own purpose and by his own 
grace. This grace had already been granted 
to us, in Christ Jesus, before the beginning of 
time, but it has only been revealed by the 
Appearing of our saviour Christ Jesus. He 
abolished death, and he has proclaimed life 
and immortality through the Good News. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
From the bright cloud  
the Father’s voice was heard:  
‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 
GOSPEL                                         Matthew 17:1-9 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his 
brother John and led them up a high 
mountain where they could be alone. There in 
their presence he was transfigured; his face 
shone like the sun and his clothes became as 
white as the light. Suddenly Moses and Elijah 
appeared to them; they were talking with him.  
Then Peter spoke to Jesus. “Lord,” he said, “it 
is wonderful for us to be here; if you wish,      
I will make three tents here, one for you, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still 
speaking when suddenly a bright cloud 
covered them with shadow, and from the 
cloud there came a voice which said, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favour.  
Listen to him.” When they heard this, the 
disciples fell on their faces, overcome with 
fear. But Jesus came up and touched them.  
“Stand up,” he said, “do not be afraid.” And 
when they raised their eyes they saw no one 
but only Jesus. As they came down from the 
mountain Jesus gave them this order, “Tell no 
one about the vision until the Son of Man has 
risen from the dead.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                                     Exodus 17:3-7 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 
 

Tormented by thirst, the people complained against 
Moses. “Why did you bring us out of Egypt?” they said.  
“Was it so that I should die of thirst, my children too, 
and my cattle?” Moses appealed to the Lord. “How am 
I to deal with these people?” he said. “A little more and 
they will stone me!” The Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with 
you some of the elders of Israel and move on to the 
forefront of the people; take in your hand the staff with 
which you struck the river, and go. I shall be standing 
before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You must strike 
the rock, and water will flow from it for the people to 
drink.” This is what Moses did, in the sight of the elders 
of Israel. The place was named Massah and Meribah 
because of the grumbling of the sons of Israel and 
because they put the Lord to the test by saying, “Is the 
Lord with us, or not?” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 94 
 

+ O that today you would listen to his voice: 
     “Harden not your hearts.” 
 

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord. + 
 

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. + 
 

3. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
“Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.” + 
 
SECOND READING                         Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged 
righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith 
and through Jesus that we have entered this state of 
grace in which we can boast about looking forward to 
God’s glory. This hope is not deceptive, because the 
love of God has been poured into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which has been given us. We were still 
helpless when at his appointed moment Christ died for 
sinful men. It is not easy to die even for a good man— 
though of course for someone really worthy, a man 
might be prepared to die—but what proves that God 
loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still 
sinners. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord, 
whoever believes in me will never die. 
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
 
GOSPEL                            John 4:5-15, 19-26, 39-42 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to John 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near 
the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.  Jacob’s 
well is there and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat 
straight down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.  
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus 
said to her, “Give me a drink.” His disciples had gone 
into the town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said 
to him, “What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a 
Samaritan, for a drink?”—Jews, in fact, do not 
associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied: “If you only 
knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying 
to you: Give me a drink, you would have been the one 
to ask, and he would have given you living water.” 
“You have no bucket, sir,” she answered, “and the well 
is deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a 
greater man than our father Jacob who gave us this 
well and drank from it himself with his sons and his 
cattle?” Jesus replied: “Whoever drinks this water will 
get thirsty again; but anyone who drinks the water that 
I shall give will never be thirsty again: the water that     
I shall give will turn into a spring inside him, welling up 
to eternal life.” “Sir,” said the woman, “give me some of 
that water, so that I may never get thirsty and never 
have to come here again to draw water. I see you are 
a prophet, sir. Our fathers worshipped on this 
mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the place 
where one ought to worship.” Jesus said: “Believe me, 
woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You 
worship what you do not know; we worship that we do 
know; for salvation comes from  the Jews. But the hour 
will come—in fact it is here already—when true 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth: 
that is the kind of worshipper the Father wants. God is 
spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit 
and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah—that is, Christ—is coming; and when he 
comes he will tell us everything.” “I who am speaking 
to you,” said Jesus, “I am he.” Many Samaritans of that 
town had believed in him on the strength of the 
woman’s testimony, so, when the Samaritans came up 
to him, they begged him to stay with them. He stayed 
for two days, and when he spoke to them many more 
came to believe; and they said to the woman, “Now we 
no longer believe because of what you told us; we 
have heard him ourselves and we know that he really 
is the saviour of the world.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                                     Exodus 17:3-7 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 
 

Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses.  
“Why did you bring us out of Egypt?” they said. “Was it so 
that I should die of thirst, my children too, and my cattle?”  
Moses appealed to the Lord. “How am I to deal with these 
people?” he said. “A little more and they will stone me!” The 
Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with you some of the elders of 
Israel and move on to the forefront of the people; take in your 
hand the staff with which you struck the river, and go. I shall 
be standing before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You 
must strike the rock, and water will flow from it for the people 
to drink.” This is what Moses did, in the sight of the elders of 
Israel. The place was named Massah and Meribah because 
of the grumbling of the sons of Israel and because they put 
the Lord to the test by saying, “Is the Lord with us, or not?” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                          Psalm 94 
 

+ O that today you would listen to his voice: 
     “Harden not your hearts.” 
 

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord. + 
 

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. + 
 

3. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
“Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.” + 

 
SECOND READING                               Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans. 
 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged 
righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and 
through Jesus that we have entered this state of grace in 
which we can boast about looking forward to God’s glory. 
This hope is not deceptive, because the love of God has 
been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has 
been given us.  We were still helpless when at his appointed 
moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die even 
for a good man—though of course for someone really 
worthy, a man might be prepared to die—but what proves 
that God loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still 
sinners. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord, whoever 
believes in me will never die. 
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
 
GOSPEL                                                John 4:5-42 
 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 

 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the 
land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there 
and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down by the well. 
It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came 
to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His 
disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The Samaritan 
woman said to him, ‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, 
a Samaritan, for a drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not associate 
with Samaritans. Jesus replied: ‘If you only knew what God is 
offering and who it is that is saying to you: Give me a drink, 
you would have been the one to ask, and he would have 
given you living water.’ ‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she 
answered ‘and the well is deep: how could you get this living 
water? Are you a greater man than our father Jacob who 
gave us this well and drank from it himself with his sons and 
his cattle?’ Jesus replied: ‘Whoever drinks this water will get 
thirsty again; but anyone who drinks the water that I shall 
give will never be thirsty again: the water that I shall give will 
turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’ ‘Sir,’ 
said the woman ‘give me some of that water, so that I may 
never get thirsty and never have to come here again to draw 
water.’ ‘Go and call your husband’ said Jesus to her ‘and 
come back here.’ The woman answered, ‘I have no 
husband.’ He said to her, ‘You are right to say, “I have no 
husband”; for although you have had five, the one you have 
now is not your husband. You spoke the truth there.’ ‘I see 
you are a prophet, sir’ said the woman. ‘Our fathers 
worshipped on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem 
is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said: 
‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we do know: for salvation comes from the Jews. But the 
hour will come – in fact it is here already – when true 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth: that is 
the kind of worshipper the Father wants. God is spirit, and 
those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’ The 
woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, Christ – is 
coming; and when he comes he will tell us everything.’ ‘I who 
am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’ At this point his 
disciples returned, and were surprised to find him speaking 
to a woman, though none of them asked, ‘What do you want 
from her?’ or, ‘Why are you talking to her?’ The woman put 
down her water jar and hurried back to the town to tell the 
people. ‘Come and see a man who has told me everything I 
ever did; I wonder if he is the Christ?’ This brought people 
out of the town and they started walking towards him. 
Meanwhile, the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, do have 
something to eat; but he said, ‘I have food to eat that you do 
not know about.’ So the disciples asked one another, ‘Has 
someone been bringing him food?’ But Jesus said: ‘My food 
is to do the will of the one who sent me, and to complete his 
work. Have you not got a saying: Four months and then the 
harvest? Well, I tell you: Look around you, look at the fields; 
already they are white, ready for harvest! Already the reaper 
is being paid his wages, already he is bringing in the grain for 
eternal life, and thus sower and reaper rejoice together. For 
here the proverb holds good: one sows, another reaps; I sent 
you to reap a harvest you had not worked for. Others worked 
for it; and you have come into the rewards of their trouble.’ 
Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the 
strength of the woman’s testimony when she said, ‘He told 
me all I have ever done’, so, when the Samaritans came up 
to him, they begged him to stay with them. He stayed for two 
days, and when he spoke to them many more came to 
believe; and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer 
believe because of what you told us; we have heard him 
ourselves and we know that he really is the saviour of the 
world.’ 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT (2) 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                  1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 
 

A reading from the first book of Samuel. 
 

The Lord said to Samuel, “Fill your horn with oil and 
go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for       
I have chosen myself a king among his sons.”  
When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and 
thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands 
there before him,” but the Lord said to Samuel, 
“Take no notice of his appearance or his height for    
I have rejected him; God does not see as man sees; 
man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the 
heart.” Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, 
but Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen 
these.” He then asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons 
you have?” He answered, “There is still one left, the 
youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.” Then 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will not sit 
down to eat until he comes.” Jesse had him sent for, 
a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and 
pleasant bearing. The Lord said, “Come, anoint him, 
for this is the one.” At this, Samuel took the horn of 
oil and anointed him where he stood with his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on David 
and stayed with him from that day on. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                Psalm 22 (23) 
 

+ The Lord is my shepherd;  
      there is nothing I shall want.  
 

1. The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures   
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me,  
to revive my drooping spirit. + 
 

2. He guides me along the right path;  
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. + 
 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me  
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. + 
 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell  
for ever and ever. + 
 
SECOND READING                    Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Ephesians. 
  

You were darkness once, but now you are light in 
the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of 

the light are seen in complete goodness and right 
living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants 
of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of 
darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things 
which are done in secret are things that people are 
ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by 
the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated 
turns into light. That is why it is said: ‘Wake up from 
your sleep, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine 
on you.’  
  

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;  
anyone who follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
 
GOSPEL                          John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been 
blind from birth. He spat on the ground, made a 
paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the 
blind man and said to him, “Go and wash in the Pool 
of Siloam” (a name that means ‘sent’).  So the blind 
man went off and washed himself, and came away 
with his sight restored. His neighbours and people 
who earlier had seen him begging said, “Isn’t this 
the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, 
“Yes, it is the same one.” Others said, “No, he only 
looks like him.” The man himself said, “I am the 
man.” They brought the man who had been blind to 
the Pharisees. It had been a Sabbath day when 
Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s eyes, 
so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come 
to see he said, “He put a paste on my eyes, and I 
washed, and I can see.” Then some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man cannot be from God; he 
does not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How 
could a sinner produce signs like this?” And there 
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to 
the blind man again, “What have you to say about 
him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?”  
“He is a prophet,” replied the man. “Are you trying to 
teach us,” they replied, “and you a sinner through 
and through, since you were born!” And they drove 
him away.  Jesus heard they had driven him away, 
and when he found him he said to him, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” “Sir,” the man replied, 
“tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.”  
Jesus said, “You are looking at him; he is speaking 
to you.” The man said, “Lord, I believe,” and 
worshipped him. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                               Ezekiel 37:12-14 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel. 
 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your 
graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my 
people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And 
you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves and raise you from your graves, my people.  
And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and 
I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will 
know that I, the Lord, have said and done this—it is 
the Lord who speaks. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 129 
 

+ With the Lord there is mercy 
      and fullness of redemption. 
 

1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 
Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 
to the voice of my pleading. + 
 

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 
Lord, who would survive? 
But with you is found forgiveness: 
for this we revere you. + 
 

3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, 
I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 
more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak 
and Israel on the Lord.) + 
 

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy 
and fullness of redemption, 
Israel indeed he will redeem 
from all its iniquity.  + 
 
SECOND READING                       Romans 8:8-11 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
  

People who are interested only in unspiritual things 
can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, 
however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the 
spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home 
in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of 
Christ you would not belong to him. Though your 
body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ 
is in you then your spirit is life itself because you 
have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he 
who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your 
own mortal bodies through the Spirit living in you. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
I am the resurrection and the life says the Lord;  
whoever believes in me will never die. 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 
GOSPEL                       John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Mary and Martha sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, 
the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, 
Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but 
in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be 
glorified.’ Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he 
stayed where he was for two more days before 
saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ On 
arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the 
tomb for four days already. Bethany is only about 
two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them 
over their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus 
had come she went to meet him. Mary remained 
sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you 
had been here, my brother would not have died, but 
I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he 
will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will 
rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at 
the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: ‘I am 
the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in 
me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you 
are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to 
come into this world.’ Jesus said in great distress, 
with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where 
have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 
Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he 
loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He 
opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not 
have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, 
Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone 
to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone 
away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will 
smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I 
not told you that if you believe you will see the glory 
of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus 
lifted up his eyes and said: ‘Father, I thank you for 
hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that you always 
hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who 
stand round me, so that they may believe it was you 
who sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried in a 
loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead 
man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands 
of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to 
them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many of the 
Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen 
what he did believed in him. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 



 

Year A / Year 1 

PALM GOSPEL                          Matthew 21:1-11 
 

When they were near Jerusalem and had 
come in sight of Bethphage on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 
them, ‘Go to the village facing you, and you 
will immediately find a tethered donkey and a 
colt with her. Untie them and bring them to 
me. If anyone says anything to you, you are 
to say, “The Master needs them and will send 
them back directly”.’ This took place to fulfil 
the prophecy: Say to the daughter of Zion: 
Look, your king comes to you; he is humble, 
he rides on a donkey and on a colt, the foal of 
a beast of burden. So the disciples went out 
and did as Jesus had told them. They brought 
the donkey and the colt, then they laid their 
cloaks on their backs and he sat on them. 
Great crowds of people spread their cloaks 
on the road, while others were cutting 
branches from the trees and spreading them 
in his path. The crowds who went in front of 
him and those who followed were all 
shouting: ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessings on him who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heavens!’ 
And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole 
city was in turmoil. ‘Who is this?’ people 
asked, and the crowds answered, ‘This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
FIRST READING                          Isaiah 50:4-7 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue.  
So that I may know how to reply to the 
wearied he provides me with speech. Each 
morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a 
disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. For 
my part, I made no resistance, neither did      
I turn away. I offered my back to those who 
struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at 
my beard; I did not cover my face against 
insult and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, 
so that I am untouched by the insults. So, too, 
I set my face like a flint; I know I shall not be 
shamed. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 21 
 

+ My God, my God, 
      why have you forsaken me? 
 

1. All who see me deride me. 
They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
“He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend.” + 
 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, 
a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 
I can count every one of my bones. + 
 

3. They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me! + 
 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren 
and praise you where they are assembled. 
“You who fear the Lord give him praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel’s sons.” + 
 
SECOND READING                    Philippians 2:6-11 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Philippians.  
 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not 
cling to his equality with God but emptied 
himself to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are, and being as all 
men are, he was humbler yet, even to 
accepting death, death on a cross. But God 
raised him high and gave him the name 
which is above all other names so that all 
beings in the heavens, on earth and in the 
underworld, should bend the knee at the 
name of Jesus and that every tongue should 
acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
Christ was humbler yet,  
even to accepting death, death on a cross.  
But God raised him high  
and gave him the name  
which is above all names. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 
PASSION GOSPEL                Matthew 26:14-27:66 
 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Matthew. 

PALM / PASSION SUNDAY 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 
 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of 
Egypt, ‘This month is to be the first of all the others for 
you, the first month of your year.  Speak to the whole 
community of Israel and say, “On the tenth day of this 
month each man must take an animal from the flock, 
one for each family: one animal for each household. If 
the household is too small to eat the animal, a man 
must join with his neighbour, the nearest to his house, 
as the number of persons requires. You must take into 
account what each can eat in deciding the number for 
the animal. It must be an animal without blemish, a 
male one year old; you may take it from either sheep 
or goats. You must keep it till the fourteenth day of the 
month when the whole assembly of the community of 
Israel shall slaughter it between the two evenings.  
Some of the blood must then be taken and put on the 
two door posts and the lintel of the houses where it is 
eaten. That night, the flesh is to be eaten, roasted over 
the fire; it must be eaten with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs. You shall eat it like this: with a girdle 
round your waist, sandals on your feet, a staff in your 
hand. You shall eat it hastily: it is a Passover in honour 
of the Lord. That night, I will go through the land of 
Egypt and strike down all the first-born in the land of 
Egypt, man and beast alike, and I shall deal out 
punishment to all the gods of Egypt, I am the Lord.  
The blood shall serve to mark the houses that you live 
in. When I see the blood I will pass over you and you 
shall escape the destroying plague when I strike the 
land of Egypt. This day is to be a day of remembrance 
for you, and you must celebrate it as a feast in the 
Lord’s honour. For all generations you are to declare it 
a day of festival, for ever. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 115 
 

 + The cup of blessing that we bless 
      is a communion with the blood of Christ. 
 

1. How can I repay the Lord 
for his goodness to me? 
The cup of salvation I will raise; 
I will call on the Lord’s name. + 
 

2. O precious in the eyes of the Lord 
is the death of his faithful. 
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; 
you have loosened my bonds. + 
 

3. A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: 
I will call on the Lord’s name. 
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 
before all his people. + 
 
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians. 
 

This is what I received from the Lord, and in turn 
passed on to you: that on the same night that he was 
betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread, and 

thanked God for it and broke it, and he said, ‘This is 
my body, which is for you; do this as a memorial of 
me.’ In the same way he took the cup after supper, 
and said, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  
Whenever you drink it, do this as a memorial of me.’  
Until the Lord comes, therefore, every time you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming his 
death.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!  
I give you a new commandment:  
love one another just as I have loved you,  
says the Lord. 
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus! 
 
GOSPEL John 13:1-15 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

It was before the festival of the Passover, and Jesus 
knew that the hour had come for him to pass from this 
world to the Father.  He had always loved those who 
were his in the world, but now he showed how perfect 
his love was.  They were at supper, and the devil had 
already put it into the mind of Judas Iscariot son of 
Simon, to betray him.  Jesus knew that the Father had 
put everything into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was returning to God, and he got up 
from table, removed his outer garment and, taking a 
towel, wrapped it round his waist; he then poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel he was wearing.  
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are 
you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘At the 
moment you do not know what I am doing, but later 
you will understand.’ ‘Never!’ said Peter ‘You shall 
never wash my feet.’ Jesus replied, ‘If I do not wash 
you, you can have nothing in common with me.’  
‘Then, Lord,’ said Simon Peter, ‘not only my feet, but 
my hands and my head as well!’ Jesus said, ‘No one 
who has taken a bath needs washing, he is clean all 
over. You too are clean, though not all of you are.’ He 
knew who was going to betray him, that was why he 
said, ‘though not all of you are.’ When he had washed 
their feet and put on his clothes again he went back to 
the table. ‘Do you understand,’ he said, ‘what I have 
done to you? You call me Master and Lord, and rightly; 
so I am. If I, then, the Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet, you should wash each other’s feet. I have 
given you an example so that you may copy what I 
have done to you. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOLY / MAUNDY THURSDAY 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                    Acts 10:34, 37-43 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: 
“You must have heard about the recent 
happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth 
and how he began in Galilee, after John had been 
preaching baptism. God had anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God 
was with him, Jesus went about doing good and 
curing all who had fallen into the power of the 
devil. Now I, and those with me, can witness to 
everything he did throughout the countryside of 
Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and also to the 
fact that they killed him by hanging him on a tree, 
yet three days afterwards God raised him to life 
and allowed him to be seen, not by the whole 
people but only by certain witnesses God had 
chosen beforehand. Now we are those witnesses 
—we have eaten and drunk with him after his 
resurrection from the dead—and he has ordered 
us to proclaim this to his people and to tell them 
that God has appointed him to judge everyone, 
alive or dead. It is to him that all the prophets 
bear this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will 
have their sins forgiven through his name.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 117 
 

+ This day was made by the Lord; 
 we rejoice and are glad. 
 

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
for his love has no end. 
Let the sons of Israel say:   
“His love has no end.” + 
 

2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; 
his right hand raised me up. 
I shall not die, I shall live 
and recount his deeds. + 
 

3. The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. + 
 
SECOND READING                     Colossians 3:1-4 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Colossians.  
 

Since you have been brought back to true life with 
Christ, you must look for the things that are in 
heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right 
hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly things, 
not on the things that are on the earth, because 
you have died, and now the life you have is 
hidden with Christ in God. But when Christ is 

revealed—and he is your life—you too will be 
revealed in all your glory with him. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed; 
let us celebrate the feast then, in the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                              John 20:1-9 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

It was very early on the first day of the week and 
still dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the 
tomb. She saw that the stone had been moved 
away from the tomb and came running to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved.  
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,” she 
said, “and we don’t know where they have put 
him.” So Peter set out with the other disciple to go 
to the tomb. They ran together, but the other 
disciple, running faster than Peter, reached the 
tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen cloths 
lying on the ground, but did not go in. Simon 
Peter who was following now came up, went right 
into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on the ground, 
and also the cloth that had been over his head; 
this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a 
place by Itself. Then the other disciple who had 
reached the tomb first also went in; he saw and 
he believed. Till this moment they had failed to 
understand the teaching of scripture, that he must 
rise from the dead. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

EASTER SUNDAY 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                                    Acts 2:42-47 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

The whole community remained faithful to the 
teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the 
breaking of bread and to the prayers. The many 
miracles and signs worked through the apostles 
made a deep impression on everyone. The faithful 
all lived together, and owned everything in common; 
they sold their goods and possessions and shared 
out the proceeds among themselves according to 
what each one needed. They went as a body to the 
Temple every day but met in their houses for the 
breaking of bread; they shared their food gladly and 
generously; they praised God and were looked up to 
by everyone.  Day by day the Lord added to their 
community those destined to be saved.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 117 
 

+ Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
 for his love has no end. 
 

1. Let the sons of Israel say:  
“His love has no end.” 
Let the sons of Aaron say: “His love has no end.” 
Let those who fear the Lord say:  
“His love has no end.” + 
 

2. I was thrust, thrust down and falling 
but the Lord was my helper. 
The Lord is my strength and my song;  
he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory  
in the tents of the just. + 
 

3. The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord;  
we rejoice and are glad. + 
 
SECOND READING                          1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter. 
 

Blessed be God the father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who in his great mercy has given us a new birth as 
his sons, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so 
that we have a sure hope and the promise of an 
inheritance that can never be spoilt or soiled and 
never fade away, because it is being kept for you in 
the heavens. Through your faith God’s power will 
guard you until the salvation which has been 
prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a 
cause of great joy for you, even though you may for 
a short time have to bear being plagued by all sorts 
of trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your 
faith will have been tested and proved like gold— 
only it is more precious than gold, which is 
corruptible even though it bears testing by fire—and 
then you will have praise and glory and honour.  

You did not see him, yet you love him; and still 
without seeing him, you are already filled with a joy 
so glorious, that it cannot be described, because 
you believe; and you are sure of the end to which 
your faith looks forward, that is, the salvation of your 
souls. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said:  
“You believe because you can see me.   
Happy are those who have not seen  
and yet believe.” 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                           John 20:19-31 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the 
week, the doors were closed in the room where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and 
stood among them. He said to them, “Peace be with 
you,” and showed them his hands and his side.  The 
disciples were filled with joy when they saw the 
Lord, and he said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.” 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.  For those whose sins you 
forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you 
retain, they are retained.” Thomas, called the Twin, 
who was one of the Twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. When the disciples said, “We 
have seen the Lord,” he answered, “Unless I see 
the holes that the nails made in his hands and can 
put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I 
can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.”  
Eight days later the disciples were in the house 
again and Thomas was with them. The doors were 
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them.  
“Peace be with you,” he said.  Then he spoke to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here; look, here are my 
hands.  Give me your hand; put it into my side.  
Doubt no longer but believe.” Thomas replied. “My 
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him: “You believe 
because you can see me, happy are those who 
have not seen and yet believe.” There were many 
other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples 
saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These 
are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this 
you may have life through his name. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ.  

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                               Acts 2:14, 22-33 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven 
and addressed the crowd in a loud voice: “Men of Israel, 
listen to what I am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was 
a man commended to you by God by the miracles and 
portents and signs that God worked through him when he 
was among you, as you all know. This man, who was put 
into your power by the deliberate intention and 
foreknowledge of God, you took and had crucified by men 
outside the Law. You killed him, but God raised him to 
life, freeing him from the pangs of Hades; for it was 
impossible for him to be held in its power since, as David 
says of him: I saw the Lord before me always, for with 
him at my right hand nothing can shake me. So my heart 
was glad and my tongue cried out with joy: my body, too, 
will rest in the hope that you will not abandon my soul to 
Hades nor allow your holy one to experience corruption.  
You have made known the way of life to me, you will fill 
me with gladness through your presence.” “Brothers, no 
one can deny that the patriarch David himself is dead and 
buried: his tomb is still with us. But since he was a 
prophet, and knew that God had sworn him an oath to 
make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne, 
what he foresaw and spoke about was the resurrection of 
the Christ: he is the one who was not abandoned to 
Hades, and whose body did not experience corruption.  
God raised this man Jesus to life, and all of us are 
witnesses to that. Now raised to the heights by God’s 
right hand, he has received from the Father the Holy 
Spirit, who was promised, and what you see and hear is 
the outpouring of that Spirit.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                               Psalm 15 
 

+ Show us, Lord, the path of life. 
 

1. Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 
I say to the Lord: “You are my God. 
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 
it is you yourself who are my prize.” + 
 

2. I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 
who even at night directs my heart. 
I keep the Lord for ever in my sight: 
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. + 
 

3. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
even my body shall rest in safety. 
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
not let your beloved know decay. + 
 

4. You will show me the path of life, 
the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand happiness for ever. + 
 
SECOND READING                       1 Peter 1:17-21 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter. 
 

If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no 
favourites and judges everyone according to what he has 
done, you must be scrupulously careful as long as you 
are living away from your home. Remember, the ransom 
that was paid to free you from the useless way of life your 
ancestors handed down was not paid in anything 
corruptible, neither in silver nor gold, but in the precious 
blood of a lamb without spot or stain, namely Christ; who, 

though known since before the world was made, has 
been revealed only in our time, the end of the ages, for 
your sake. Through him you now have faith in God, who 
raised him from the dead and gave him glory for that very 
reason—so that you would have faith and hope in God. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us. 
Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us.  
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                                  Luke 24:13-35 
 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you 
A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Luke. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a 
village and they were talking together about all that had 
happened. Now as they talked this over, Jesus himself 
came up and walked by their side; but something 
prevented them from recognising him.  He said to them, 
“What matters are you discussing as you walk along?”  
They stopped short, their faces downcast. Then one of 
them, called Cleopas, answered him, “You must be the 
only person staying in Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have been happening there these last few 
days.” “What things?” he asked. “All about Jesus of 
Nazareth,” they answered, “who proved he was a great 
prophet by the things he said and did in the sight of God 
and of the whole people; and how our chief priests and 
our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, 
and had him crucified. Our own hope had been that he 
would be the one to set Israel free. And this is not all: two 
whole days have gone by since it all happened; and some 
women from our group have astounded us: they went to 
the tomb in the early morning, and when they did not find 
the body, they came back to tell us that they had seen a 
vision of angels who declared that he was alive. Some of 
our friends went to the tomb and found everything as the 
women had reported, but of him they saw nothing.” Then 
he said to them, “You foolish men!  So slow to believe the 
full message of the prophets!  Was it not ordained that the 
Christ should suffer and so enter into his glory?”  Then, 
starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, 
he explained to them the passages throughout the 
scriptures that were about himself. When they drew near 
to the village to which they were going, he made as if to 
go on; but they pressed him to stay with them.  “It is 
nearly evening,” they said, “and the day is almost over.”  
So he went in to stay with them.  Now while he was with 
them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; 
then he broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes 
were opened and they recognised him; but he had 
vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, 
“Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on 
the road and explained the scriptures to us?” They set out 
that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There they found 
the Eleven assembled together with their companions, 
who said to them, “Yes, it is true. The Lord has risen and 
has appeared to Simon.” Then they told their story of 
what had happened on the road and how they had 
recognised him at the breaking of bread. 
  

       This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                       Acts 2:14, 36-41 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.   
 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the 
Eleven and addressed the crowd with a loud 
voice: ‘The whole House of Israel can be certain 
that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified 
both Lord and Christ.” Hearing this, they were cut 
to the heart and said to Peter and the apostles, 
“What must we do, brothers?” “You must repent,” 
Peter answered, “and every one of you must be 
baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made 
is for you and your children, and for all those who 
are far away, for all those whom the Lord our God 
will call to himself.” He spoke to them for a long 
time using many arguments, and he urged them, 
“Save yourselves from this perverse generation.”  
They were convinced by his arguments, and they 
accepted what he said and were baptised. That 
very day about three thousand were added to 
their number. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                Psalm 22 (23) 
 

+ The Lord is my shepherd; 
 there is nothing I shall want. 
 

1. The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me,  
to revive my drooping spirit. + 
 

2. He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. + 
 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. + 
 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
in the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. + 
 
SECOND READING                       1 Peter 2:20-25 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter. 
 

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing 
punishment patiently when you are punished after 
doing your duty. This, in fact, is what you were 

called to do, because Christ suffered for you and 
left an example for you to follow the way he took.  
He had not done anything wrong, and there had 
been no perjury in his mouth. He was insulted 
and did not retaliate with insults; when he was 
tortured he made no threats but he put his trust in 
the righteous judge. He was bearing our faults in 
his own body on the cross, so that we might die to 
our faults and live for holiness; through his 
wounds you have been healed. You had gone 
astray like sheep but now you have come back to 
the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
“I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord; 
“I know my own sheep and my own know me.” 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL            John 10:1-10 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said: “I tell you most solemnly, anyone who 
does not enter the sheepfold through the gate, 
but gets in some other way is a thief and a 
brigand. The one who enters through the gate is 
the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him 
in, the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls 
his own sheep and leads them out. When he has 
brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and 
the sheep follow because they know his voice. 
They never follow a stranger but run away from 
him: they do not recognise the voice of 
strangers.” Jesus told them this parable but they 
failed to understand what he meant by telling it to 
them.  So Jesus spoke to them again: “I tell you 
most solemnly, I am the gate of the sheepfold.  All 
others who have come are thieves and brigands; 
but the sheep took no notice of them. I am the 
gate. Anyone who enters through me will be safe: 
he will go freely in and out and be sure of finding 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I have come so that they may have life 
and have it to the full.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                                       Acts 6:1-7 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

About this time, when the number of disciples was 
increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against 
the Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own 
widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve 
called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed 
them, “It would not be right for us to neglect the 
word of God so as to give out food; you, brothers, 
must select from among yourselves seven men of 
good reputation, filled with the Spirit and with 
wisdom; we will hand over this duty to them, and 
continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
service of the word.” The whole assembly approved 
of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, 
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They 
presented these to the apostles, who prayed and 
laid their hands on them. The word of the Lord 
continued to spread: the number of disciples in 
Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a large group 
of priests made their submission to the faith. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 32 
 

+ May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
 as we place all our hope in you. 
 

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. + 
 

2. For the word of the Lord is faithful 
and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with his love. + 
 

3. The Lord looks on those who revere him, 
on those who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. + 
 
SECOND READING                          1 Peter 2:4-9 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter. 
 

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but 
chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves 
close to him so that you too, the holy priesthood that 
offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has 
made acceptable to God, may be living stones 
making a spiritual house. As scripture says: See 
how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone that I have 
chosen and the man who rests his trust on it will not 
be disappointed. That means that for you who are 
believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the 
stone rejected by the builders has proved to be the 
keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring 
men down. They stumble over it because they do 

not believe in the word; it was the fate in store for 
them. But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set apart 
to sing the praises of God who called you out of the 
darkness into his wonderful light. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said:  
“I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
No one can come to the Father 
except through me.”  
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                               John 14:1-12 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts 
be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me. There 
are many rooms in my Father’s house; if there were 
not, I should have told you. I am now going to 
prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and 
prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with 
me; so that where I am you may be too.  You know 
the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas 
said, “Lord, we do not know where you are going, so 
how can we know the way?” Jesus said: “I am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to 
the Father except through me. If you know me, you 
know my Father too. From this moment you know 
him and have seen him.” Philip said, “Lord, let us 
see the Father and then we shall be satisfied.”  
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip,” said 
Jesus to him “and you still do not know me?” “To 
have seen me is to have seen the Father, so how 
can you say, ‘Let us see the Father’? Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me?  The words I say to you I do not speak as from 
myself: it is the Father, living in me, who is doing 
this work. You must believe me when I say that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me; believe it on 
the evidence of this work, if for no other reason. I tell 
you most solemnly, whoever believes in me will 
perform the same works as I do myself, he will 
perform even greater works, because I am going to 
the Father.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                     Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed 
the Christ to them. The people united in 
welcoming the message Philip preached, either 
because they had heard of the miracles he 
worked or because they saw them for 
themselves. There were, for example, unclean 
spirits that came shrieking out of many who were 
possessed, and several paralytics and cripples 
were cured. As a result there was great rejoicing 
in that town. When the apostles in Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them, and they 
went down there, and prayed for the Samaritans 
to receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had not 
come down on any of them: they had only been 
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then 
they laid hands on them, and they received the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 65 
 

+ Cry out with joy to God all the earth 
 

1. Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 
O sing to the glory of his name. 
O render him glorious praise. 
Say to God: “How tremendous your deeds!” + 
 

2. “Before you all the earth shall bow; 
shall sing to you, sing to your name!” 
Come and see the works of God, 
tremendous his deeds among men. + 
 

3. He turned the sea into dry land, 
they passed through the river dry-shod. 
Let our joy then be in him; 
he rules for ever by his might. + 
 

4. Come and hear, all who fear God. 
I will tell what he did for my soul: 
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer 
nor withhold his love from me. + 
 
SECOND READING                       1 Peter 3:15-18 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter. 
 

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and 
always have your answer ready for people who 
ask you the reason for the hope that you all have.  
But give it with courtesy and respect and with a 
clear conscience, so that those who slander you 
when you are living a good life in Christ may be 
proved wrong in the accusations that they bring.  
And if it is the will of God that you should suffer, it 
is better to suffer for doing right than for doing 
wrong. Why, Christ himself, innocent through he 

was, had died once for sins, died for the guilty, to 
lead us to God. In the body he was put to death, 
in the spirit he was raised to life.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: 
“If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, 
and we shall come to him.” 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                           John 14:15-21 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“If you love me you will keep my commandments.  
I shall ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate to be with you for ever, that 
Spirit of truth whom the world can never receive 
since it neither sees nor knows him; but you know 
him, because he is with you, he is in you. I will not 
leave you orphans; I will come back to you. In a 
short time the world will no longer see me; but 
you will see me, because I live and you will live.  
On that day you will understand that I am in my 
Father and you in me and I in you. Anybody who 
receives my commandments and keeps them will 
be one who loves me; and anybody who loves me 
will be loved by my Father, and I shall love him 
and show myself to him.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                            Acts 1:1-11 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with 
everything Jesus had done and taught from the 
beginning until the day he gave his instructions to 
the apostles he had chosen through the Holy 
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had 
shown himself alive to them after his Passion by 
many demonstrations: for forty days he had 
continued to appear to them and tell them about 
the kingdom of God. When he had been at table 
with them, he had told them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father 
had promised. “It is”, he had said, “what you have 
heard me speak about: John baptised with water 
but you, not many days from now, will be baptised 
with the Holy Spirit.” Now having met together, 
they asked him, “Lord, has the time come? Are 
you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He 
replied, “It is not for you to know times or dates 
that the Father has decided by his own authority, 
but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses 
not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and 
Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.” As 
he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, 
and a cloud took him from their sight. They were 
still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in 
white were standing near them and they said, 
“Why are you men from Galilee standing here 
looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken 
from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come 
back in the same way as you have seen him go 
there.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 46 
 

+ God goes up with shouts of joy: 
 the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
 

1. All peoples, clap your hands, 
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth. + 
 

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; 
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. + 
 

3. God is king of all the earth. 
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. + 
 
 
 

SECOND READING                   Ephesians 1:17-23 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Ephesians. 
 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and 
perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full 
knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of 
your mind so that you can see what hope his call 
holds for you, what rich glories he has promised 
the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the 
power that he has exercised for us believers.  
This you can tell from the strength of his power at 
work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from 
the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in 
heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, 
Power, or Domination, or any other name that can 
be named, not only in this age, but also in the age 
to come. He has put all things under his feet, and 
made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of 
the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills the whole creation. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go, make disciples of all the nations; 
I am with you always; yes, to the end of time. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 28:16-20 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet 
them. When they saw him they fell down before 
him, though some hesitated.  Jesus came up and 
spoke to them. He said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go, 
therefore, make disciples of all the nations; 
baptise them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to 
observe all the commands I gave you. And know 
that I am with you always; yes, to the end of 
time.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                           Acts 1:12-14 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

After Jesus was taken up into heaven, the 
apostles went back from the Mount of Olives, 
as it is called, to Jerusalem, a short distance 
away, no more than a Sabbath walk; and 
when they reached the city they went to the 
upper room where they were staying; there 
were Peter and John. James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus and Simon 
the Zealot, and Jude son of James. All these 
joined in continuous prayer, together with 
several women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with his brothers. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 26 
 

+     I am sure I shall see  
 the Lord’s goodness 
 in the land of the living. 
 

1. The Lord is my light and my help; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
before whom shall I shrink? + 
 

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
for this I long, 
to live in the house of the Lord, 
all the days of my life, 
to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 
to behold his temple. + 
 

3. O Lord, hear my voice when I call; 
have mercy and answer. 
Of you my heart has spoken: 
“Seek his face.” + 
 
SECOND READING                       1 Peter 4:13-16 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter. 
 

If you can have some share in the sufferings 
of Christ, be glad, because you will enjoy a 
much greater gladness when his glory is 
revealed. It is a blessing for you when they 
insult you for bearing the name of Christ, 
because it means that you have the Spirit of 
glory, the Spirit of God resting on you. None 
of you should ever deserve to suffer for being 
a murderer, a thief, a criminal or an informer; 
but if anyone of you should suffer for being a 
Christian, then he is not to be ashamed of it; 

he should thank God that he has been called 
one. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
“I will not leave you orphans”, says the Lord; 
“I will come back to you, 
and your hearts will be full of joy.” 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                             John 17:1-11 
 

The Lord be with you 
 And also with you 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 
“Father, the hour has come: glorify your Son 
so that your Son may glorify you; and, 
through the power over all mankind that you 
have given him, let him give eternal life to all 
those you have entrusted to him. And eternal 
life is this: to know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I have 
glorified you on earth and finished the work 
that you gave me to do. Now, Father, it is 
time for you to glorify me with that glory I had 
with you before ever the world was. I have 
made your name known to the men you took 
from the world to give me. They were yours 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. Now at last they know that all you 
have given me comes indeed from you; for I 
have given them the teaching you gave to 
me, and they have truly accepted this, that I 
came from you, and have believed that it was 
you who sent me. I pray for them; I am not 
praying for the world but for those you have 
given me, because they belong to you: all I 
have is yours and all you have is mine, and in 
them I am glorified. I am not in the world any 
longer, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord O Christ. 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                            Acts 2:1-11 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

When Pentecost day came round, the 
apostles had all met in one room, when 
suddenly they heard what sounded like a 
powerful wind from heaven, the noise of 
which filled the entire house in which they 
were sitting; and something appeared to them 
that seemed like tongues of fire; these 
separated and came to rest on the head of 
each of them. They were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak foreign languages 
as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech. 
Now there were devout men living in 
Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, 
and at this sound they all assembled, each 
one bewildered to hear these men speaking 
his own language. They were amazed and 
astonished. “Surely,” they said, “all these men 
speaking are Galileans? How does it happen 
that each of us hears them in his own native 
language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 
people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
round Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome 
—Jews and Proselytes alike—Cretans and 
Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own 
language about the marvels of God.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 103 
 

+ Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, 
 and renew the face of the earth. 
 

1. Bless the Lord, my soul! 
Lord God, how great you are, 
How many are your works, O Lord 
The earth is full of your riches. + 
 

2. You take back your spirit, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the earth. + 
 

3. May the glory of the Lord last for ever 
May the Lord rejoice in his works! 
May my thoughts be pleasing to him. 
I find my joy in the Lord. + 
 
 
 

SECOND READING        1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians. 
 

No one can say, “Jesus is Lord” unless he is 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit. There is 
a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; 
there are all sorts of service to be done, but 
always to the same Lord; working in all sorts 
of different ways in different people, it is the 
same God who is working in all of them.  The 
particular way in which the Spirit is given to 
each person is for a good purpose. Just as a 
human body, though it is made up of many 
parts, is a single unit because all these parts, 
though many, make one body, so it is with 
Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, 
Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as 
citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to 
drink. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit,  
fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle In them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                       John 20:19-23 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the evening of the first day of the week, the 
doors were closed in the room where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus 
came and stood among them. He said to 
them, “Peace be with you,” and showed them 
his hands and his side. The disciples were 
filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. “As 
the Father sent me, so am I sending you.”  
After saying this he breathed on them and 
said: “Receive the Holy Spirit. For those 
whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for 
those whose sins you retain, they are 
retained.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                  Exodus 34:4-6, 8-9 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 
 

With the two tablets of stone in his hands, 
Moses went up the mountain of Sinai in 
the early morning as the Lord had 
commanded him. And the Lord 
descended in the form of a cloud, and 
Moses stood with him there. He called on 
the name of the Lord.  The Lord passed 
before him and proclaimed, “Lord, Lord, a 
God of tenderness and compassion, slow 
to anger, rich in kindness and 
faithfulness.” And Moses bowed down to 
the ground at once and worshipped. “If     
I have indeed won your favour, Lord,” he 
said, “let my Lord come down with us,       
I beg. True, they are a headstrong people, 
but forgive us our faults and our sins, and 
adopt us as your heritage.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM        Dan 3:52-56 
 

+    To you glory and praise  
 for evermore. 
 

1. You are blest,  
Lord God of our fathers.  + 
 

2. Blest your glorious holy name. + 
 

3. You are blest in the temple  
of your glory. + 
 

4. You are blest on the throne  
of your kingdom. + 
 

5. You are blest who gaze 
into the depths. + 
 

6. You are blest in the firmament  
of heaven. + 
 
SECOND READING    2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 

A reading from the second letter of Saint 
Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

Brothers, we wish you happiness; try to 
grow perfect; help one another. Be united; 
live in peace, and the God of love and 
peace will be with you. Greet one another 
with the holy kiss. All the saints send you 

greetings. The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glory be to the Father,  
and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Spirit, 
the God who is, who was,  
and who is to come. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      John 3:16-18 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, “God loved the 
world so much that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may 
not be lost but may have eternal life. For 
God sent his Son into the world not to 
condemn the world, but so that through 
him the world might be saved. No one 
who believes in him will be condemned; 
but whoever refuses to believe is 
condemned already, because he has 
refused to believe in the name of God’s 
only Son.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TRINITY SUNDAY 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING         Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14-16 
 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy. 
 

Moses said to the people: “Remember how 
the Lord your God led you for forty years in 
the wilderness, to humble you, to test you 
and know your inmost heart—whether you 
would keep his commandments or not. He 
humbled you, he made you feel hunger, he 
fed you with manna which neither you nor 
your fathers had known, to make you 
understand that man does not live on bread 
alone but that man lives on everything that 
comes from the mouth of the Lord. “Do not 
then forget the Lord your God who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery; who guided you through this vast 
and dreadful wilderness, a land of fiery 
serpents, scorpions, thirst; who in this 
waterless place brought you water from the 
hardest rock; who in this wilderness fed you 
with manna that your fathers had not known.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  Psalm 147 
 

+ O praise the Lord, Jerusalem! 
 

1. O praise the Lord, Jerusalem! 
Zion, praise your God! 
He has strengthened the bars of your gates, 
he has blessed the children within you. + 
 

2. He established peace on your borders, 
he feeds you with finest wheat. 
He sends out his word to the earth 
and swiftly runs his command. + 
 

3. He makes his word known to Jacob, 
to Israel his laws and decrees. 
He has not dealt thus with other nations; 
He has not taught them his decrees. + 
 
SECOND READING            1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians. 
 

The blessing-cup that we bless is a 
communion with the blood of Christ, and the 
bread that we break is a communion with the 
body of Christ. The fact that there is only one 
loaf means that, though there are many of us, 
we form a single body because we all have a 
share in this one loaf. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
“I am the living bread  
which has come down from heaven,” 
says the Lord. 
“Anyone who eats this bread  
will live for ever.” 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                         John 6:51-58 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the Jews: “I am the living bread 
which has come down from heaven. Anyone 
who eats this bread will live for ever; and the 
bread that I shall give is my flesh, for the life 
of the world.” Then the Jews started arguing 
with one another. “How can this man give us 
his flesh to eat?” they said. Jesus replied: “I 
tell you most solemnly, if you do not eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you will not have life in you. Anyone who 
does eat my flesh and drink my blood has 
eternal life, and I shall raise him up on the 
last day. For my flesh is real food and my 
blood is real drink. He who eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood lives in me and I live in him. 
As I, who am sent by the living Father, myself 
draw life from the Father, so whoever eats 
me will draw life from me. This is the bread 
come down from heaven; not like the bread 
our ancestors ate: they are dead, but anyone 
who eats this bread will live for ever.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

CORPUS CHRISTI 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                Deuteronomy 7:6-11 
 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy. 
 

Moses said to the people: ‘You are a people 
consecrated to the Lord your God; it is you that 
the Lord our God has chosen to be his very 
own people out of all the peoples on the earth. 
‘If the Lord set his heart on you and chose you, 
it was not because you out-numbered other 
peoples: you were the least of all peoples. It 
was for love of you and to keep the oath he 
swore to your fathers that the Lord brought you 
out with his mighty hand and redeemed you 
from the house of slavery, from the power of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know then that the Lord 
your God is God indeed, the faithful God who is 
true to his covenant and his graciousness for a 
thousand generations towards those who love 
him and keep his commandments, but who 
punishes in their own persons those that hate 
him. He is not slow to destroy the man who 
hates him; he makes him work out his 
punishment in person. You are therefore to 
keep and observe the commandments and 
statutes and ordinances that I lay down for you 
today.’ 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 102 
 

+ The love of the Lord is everlasting 
 upon those who hold him in fear. 
 

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. + 
 

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love  
and compassion. + 
 

3. The Lord does deeds of justice, 
gives judgement to all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses 
and his deeds to Israel’s sons. + 
 

4. The Lord is compassion and love, 
slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
He does not treat us according to our sins 
nor repay us according to our faults. + 
 
SECOND READING                         1 John 4:7-16 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint John. 

My dear people, let us love one another since 
love comes from God and everyone who loves 
is begotten by God and knows God. Anyone 
who fails to love can never have known God, 
because God is love. God’s love for us was 
revealed when God sent into the world his only 
Son so that we could have life through him; this 
is the love I mean: not our love for God, but 
God’s love for us when he sent his Son to be 
the sacrifice that takes our sins away. My dear 
people, since God has loved us so much, we 
too should love one another. No one has ever 
seen God; but as long as we love one another 
God will live in us and his love will be complete 
in us. We can know that we are living in him 
and he is living in us because he lets us share 
his Spirit. We ourselves saw and we testify that 
the Father sent his Son as saviour of the world.  
If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son 
of God, God lives in him, and he in God. We 
ourselves have known and put our faith in 
God’s love towards ourselves. God is love and 
anyone who lives in love lives in God, and God 
lives in him. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and humble in heart. Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 11:25-30 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and of earth, for hiding these things 
from the learned and the clever and revealing 
them to mere children. Yes, Father, for that is 
what it pleased you to do. Everything has been 
entrusted to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, just as no 
one knows the Father except the Son and 
those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
‘Come to me, all you who labour and are 
overburdened, and I will give you rest.  
Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy and 
my burden light.’ 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                       Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

The Lord said to me, “You are my servant, 
Israel, in whom I shall be glorified”; I was 
honoured in the eyes of the Lord, my God 
was my strength. And now the Lord has 
spoken, he who formed me in the womb to be 
his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, to 
gather Israel to him: “It is not enough for you 
to be my servant, to restore the tribes of 
Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel;   
I will make you the light of the nations so that 
my salvation may reach to the ends of the 
earth.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 39 
 

+ Here I am, Lord! 
 I come to do your will. 
 

1. I waited, I waited for the Lord 
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
praise of our God. + 
 

2. You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, 
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
Instead, here am I. + 
 

3. In the scroll of the book it stands written 
that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart. + 
 

4. Your justice I have proclaimed 
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord. + 
 
SECOND READING                  1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians. 
 

I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, 
together with brother Sosthenes, send 
greetings to the church of God in Corinth, to 
the holy people of Jesus Christ, who are 
called to take their place among all the saints 
everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for he is their Lord no less than ours. 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ send you grace and peace. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!   
Blessings on the King who comes, 
in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest heavens! 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                             John 1:29-34 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, 
“Look, there is the lamb of God that takes 
away the sin of the world. This is the one I 
spoke of when I said: A man is coming after 
me who ranks before me because he existed 
before me. I did not know him myself, and yet 
it was to reveal him to Israel that I came 
baptising with water.” John also declared,     
“I saw the Spirit coming down on him from 
heaven like a dove and resting on him. I did 
not know him myself, but he who sent me to 
baptise with water had said to me, ‘The man 
on whom you see the Spirit come down and 
rest is the one who is going to baptise with 
the Holy Spirit.’ Yes, I have seen and I am a 
witness that he is the Chosen One of God.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                        Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

In days past the Lord humbled the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in days to 
come he will confer glory on the Way of the Sea 
on the far side of Jordan, province of the nations. 
The people that walked in darkness has seen a 
great light; on those who live in a land of deep 
shadow a light has shone.  You have made their 
gladness greater, you have made their joy 
increase; they rejoice in your presence as men 
rejoice at harvest time, as men are happy when 
they are dividing the spoils. For the yoke that was 
weighing on him, the bar across his shoulders, 
the rod of his oppressor, these you break as on 
the day of Midian.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 26 
 

+ The Lord is my light and my help. 
 

1. The Lord is my light and my help; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
before whom shall I shrink? + 
 

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
for this I long, 
to live in the house of the Lord, 
all the days of my life, 
to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 
to behold his temple. + 
 

3. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 
in the land of the living. 
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 
Hope in the Lord! + 
 
SECOND READING           1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians.  
 

I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to make up the differences between 
you, and instead of disagreeing among 
yourselves, to be united again in your belief and 
practice. From what Chloe’s people have been 
telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear that there 
are serious differences among you. What I mean 
are all these slogans that you have, like: “I am for 
Paul”, “I am for Apollos”, “I am for Cephas”, “I am 
for Christ”. Has Christ been parcelled out? Was it 
Paul that was crucified for you? Were you 
baptised in the name of Paul? For Christ did not 
send me to baptise, but to preach the Good 
News, and not to preach that in the terms of 

philosophy in which the crucifixion of Christ 
cannot be expressed. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus proclaimed the Good News  
of the kingdom, 
and cured all kinds of sickness  
among the people. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                        Matthew 4:12-23 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went 
back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went 
and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the 
borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the 
prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled: Land of 
Zebulun!  Land of Naphtali!  Way of the sea on 
the far side of Jordan, Galilee of the nations! The 
people that lived in darkness has seen a great 
light; on those who dwell in the land and shadow 
of death a light has dawned. From that moment 
Jesus began his preaching with the message, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand.” As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee 
he saw two brothers, Simon, who was called 
Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were making 
a cast in the lake with their net, for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me and I 
will make you fishers of men.” And they left their 
nets at once and followed him. 
Going on from there he saw another pair of 
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John; they were in their boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.  
At once, leaving the boat and their father, they 
followed him. He went round the whole of Galilee 
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 
Good News of the kingdom and curing all kinds of 
diseases and sickness among the people. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING             Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13 
 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah. 
 

Seek the Lord all you, the humble of the 
earth, who obey his commands. Seek 
integrity, seek humility: you may perhaps find 
shelter on the day of the anger of the Lord. In 
your midst I will leave a humble and lowly 
people, and those who are left in Israel will 
seek refuge in the name of the Lord. They will 
do no wrong, will tell no lies; and the perjured 
tongue will no longer be found in their 
mouths. But they will be able to graze and 
rest with no one to disturb them. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 145 
 

+ How happy are the poor in spirit; 
 theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. + 
 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. + 
 

3. It is the Lord who loves the just 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. + 
 
SECOND READING               1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians. 
 

Take yourselves, brothers, at the time when 
you were called: how many of you were wise 
in the ordinary sense of the word, how many 
were influential people, or came from noble 
families? No, it was to shame the wise that 
God chose what is foolish by human 
reckoning, and to shame what is strong that 
he chose what is weak by human reckoning; 
those whom the world thinks common and 
contemptible are the ones that God has 
chosen—those who are nothing at all to show 
up those who are everything. The human 
race has nothing to boast about to God, but 
you, God has made members of Christ Jesus 
and by God’s doing he has become our 

wisdom, and our virtue, and our holiness, and 
our freedom. As scripture says: if anyone 
wants to boast, let him boast about the Lord. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 
to mere children. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                         Matthew 5:1-12 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill.  
There he sat down and was joined by his 
disciples. Then he began to speak. This is 
what he taught them: “How happy are the 
poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Happy the gentle: they shall have the earth 
for their heritage. Happy those who mourn; 
they shall be comforted. Happy those who 
hunger and thirst for what is right: they shall 
be satisfied. Happy the merciful: they shall 
have mercy shown them. Happy the pure in 
heart: they shall see God. Happy the 
peacemakers: they shall be called sons of 
God. Happy those who are persecuted in the 
cause of  right: theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Happy are you when people abuse 
you and persecute you and speak all kinds of 
calumny against you on my account. Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward will be great in 
heaven.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING        Isaiah 58:7-10 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord: Share your bread 
with the hungry, and shelter the homeless 
poor, clothe the man you see to be naked 
and turn not from your own kin. Then will 
your light shine like the dawn and your 
wound be quickly healed over. Your 
integrity will go before you and the glory of 
the Lord behind you. Cry, and the Lord 
will answer; call, and he will say, “I am 
here.” If you do away with the yoke, the 
clenched fist, the wicked word, if you give 
your bread to the hungry, and relief to the 
oppressed, your light will rise in the 
darkness, and your shadows become like 
noon. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM           Psalm 111 
 

+ The good man is a light 
 in the darkness for the upright. 
 

Or 

 

+ The good will be a light in the 
 darkness. 
 

1. He is a light in the darkness 
for the upright: 
he is generous, merciful and just. 
The good man takes pity and lends, 
he conducts his affairs with honour. + 
 

2. The just man will never waver: 
he will be remembered for ever. 
He has no fear of evil news; 
with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. + 
 

3. With a steadfast heart he will not fear; 
open-handed, he gives to the poor; 
his justice stands firm for ever. 
His head will be raised in glory. + 
 
SECOND READING         1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians. 
 

When I came to you, brothers, it was not 
with any show of oratory or philosophy, 

but simply to tell you what God had 
guaranteed. During my stay with you, the 
only knowledge I claimed to have was 
about Jesus, and only about him as the 
crucified Christ. Far from relying on any 
power of my own, I came among you in 
great “fear and trembling” and in my 
speeches and the sermons that I gave, 
there were none of the arguments that 
belong to philosophy; only a 
demonstration of the power of the Spirit. 
And I did this so that your faith should not 
depend on human philosophy but on the 
power of God. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
“I am the light of the world,” says the Lord, 
anyone who follows me  
will have the light of life.” 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                        Matthew 5:13-16 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “You are the 
salt of the earth. But if salt becomes 
tasteless, what can make it salty again? It 
is good for nothing, and can only be 
thrown out to be trampled underfoot by 
men. “You are the light of the world. A city 
built on a hilltop cannot be hidden. No one 
lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put 
it on the lampstand where it shines for 
everyone in the house. In the same way 
your light must shine in the sight of men, 
so that, seeing your good works, they may 
give the praise to your Father in heaven.”  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING            Ecclesiasticus 15:15-20 
 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.  
 

If you wish, you can keep the commandments, 
to behave faithfully is within your power. He has 
set fire and water before you; put out your hand 
to whichever you prefer. Man has life and death 
before him, which ever a man likes better will be 
given him. For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; 
he is almighty and all-seeing. His eyes are on 
those who fear him, he notes every action of 
man. He never commanded anyone to be 
godless, he has given no permission to sin. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 118 
 

+ They are happy who follow God’s law! 
 

1. They are happy whose life is blameless, 
who follow God’s law!   
They are happy those who do his will, 
seeking him with all their hearts. + 
 

2. You have laid down your precepts 
to be obeyed with care. 
May my footsteps be firm 
to obey your statutes. +  
 

3. Bless your servant and I shall live 
and obey your word. 
Open my eyes that I may consider 
the wonders of your law. + 
 

4. Teach me the demands of your statutes 
and I will keep them to the end. 
Train me to observe your law, 
to keep it with my heart. + 
 
SECOND READING                  1 Corinthians 2:6-10 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians.  
 

We have a wisdom to offer those who have 
reached maturity: not a philosophy of our age, it 
is true, still less of the masters of our age, 
which are coming to their end. The hidden 
wisdom of God which we teach in our mysteries 
is the wisdom that God predestined to be for 
our glory before the ages began. It is a wisdom 
that none of the masters of this age have ever 
known, or they would not have crucified the 
Lord of Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the 
things that no eye has seen and no ear has 
heard, things beyond the mind of man, all that 
God has prepared for those who love him. 
These are the very things that God has 
revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit 

reaches the depths of everything, even the 
depths of God. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant Is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                   Matthew 5:20-22, 27-28, 33-34, 37 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you, if your 
virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will never get into the 
kingdom of heaven. ‘You have learnt how it was 
said to our ancestors: You must not kill; and if 
anyone does kill he must answer for it before 
the court. But I say this to you: anyone who is 
angry with his brother will answer for it before 
the court. ‘You have learnt how it was said: You 
must not commit adultery. But I say this to you: 
if a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has 
already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. ‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to 
our ancestors: You must not break your oath, 
but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord. But I say 
this to you: do not swear at all. All you need say 
is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you mean no; 
anything more than this comes from the evil 
one.’ 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING             Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 
 

A reading from the book of Leviticus.  
 

The Lord spoke to Moses; he said: “Speak to the 
whole community of the sons of Israel and say to 
them: ‘Be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy. 
‘You must not bear hatred for your brother in your 
heart. You must openly tell him, your neighbour, 
of his offence; this way you will not take a sin 
upon yourself. You must not exact vengeance, 
nor must you bear a grudge against the children 
of your people. You must love your neighbour as 
yourself. I am the Lord’.”  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 102 
 

+ The Lord is compassion and love. 
 

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. + 
 

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills,        
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion. + 
 

3. The Lord is compassion and love, 
slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
He does not treat us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our faults. + 
 

4. As far as the east is from the west 
so far does he remove our sins. 
As a father has compassion on his sons, 
the Lord has pity on those who fear him. + 
 
SECOND READING                1 Corinthians 3:16-23 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians. 
 

Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple and 
that the Spirit of God was living among you? If 
anybody should destroy the temple of God, God 
will destroy him, because the temple of God is 
sacred; and you are that temple. Make no 
mistake about it: if any one of you think of himself 
as wise, in the ordinary sense of the word, then 
he must learn to be a fool before he really can be 
wise. Why? Because the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness to God. As scripture says: The Lord 
knows wise men’s thoughts: he knows how 
useless they are; or again: God is not convinced 
by the arguments of the wise. So there is nothing 
to boast about in anything human: Paul, Apollos, 
Cephas, the world, life and death, the present and 

the future, are all your servants; but you belong to 
Christ and Christ belongs to God. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, 
and we shall come to him. 
Alleluia!  
 
GOSPEL                                         Matthew 5:38-48 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “You have learnt how 
it was said: Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. But I 
say this to you: offer the wicked man no 
resistance. On the contrary, if anyone hits you on 
the right cheek, offer him the other as well; if a 
man takes you to law and would have your tunic, 
let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone 
orders you to go one mile, go two miles with him. 
Give to anyone who asks, and if anyone wants to 
borrow, do not turn away. “You have learnt how it 
was said: You must love your neighbour and hate 
your enemy. But I say this to you: love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you; in 
this way you will be sons of your Father in 
heaven, for he causes his sun to rise on bad men 
as well as good, and his rain to fall on honest and 
dishonest men alike. For if you love those who 
love you, what right have you to claim any credit? 
Even the tax collectors do as much, do they not? 
And if you save your greetings for your brothers, 
are you doing anything exceptional? Even the 
pagans do as much, do they not? You must 
therefore be perfect just as your heavenly Father 
is perfect.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SEVENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                       Isaiah 49:14-15 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Zion was saying, ‘the Lord has abandoned me, 
the Lord has forgotten me’. Does a woman forget 
her baby at the breast, or fail to cherish the son of 
her womb? Yet even if these forget, I will never 
forget you. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                       Psalm 61 
 

+  In God alone is my soul at rest. 
 

1. In God alone is my soul at rest; 
my help comes from him. 
He alone is my rock, my stronghold, 
my fortress: I stand firm. +   
 

2. In God alone be at rest, my soul; 
for my hope comes from him. 
He alone is my rock, my stronghold, 
my fortress: I stand firm. + 
 

3. In God is my safety and glory, 
the rock of my strength. 
Take refuge in God all you people. 
Trust him at all times. 
Pour out your hearts before him. + 
 
SECOND READING                  1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
 

A reading from first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians. 
 

People must think of us as Christ’s servants, 
stewards entrusted with the mysteries of God. 
What is expected of stewards is that each one 
should be found worthy of his trust. Not that it 
makes the slightest difference to me whether you, 
or indeed any human tribunal, find me worthy or 
not. I will not even pass judgement on myself. 
True, my conscience does not reproach me at all, 
but that does not prove that I am acquitted: the 
Lord alone is my judge. There must be no 
passing of premature judgement. Leave that until 
the Lord comes; he will light up all that is hidden 
in the dark and reveal the secret intentions of 
men’s hearts. Then will be the time for each one 
to have whatever praise he deserves, from God. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your word is truth, O Lord, 
consecrate us in the truth. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                                        Matthew 6:24-34 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘No one can be the 
slave of two masters: he will either hate the first 
and love the second, or treat the first with respect 
and the second with scorn. You cannot be the 
slave both of God and of money. ‘That is why I 
am telling you not to worry about your life and 
what you are to eat, nor about your body and how 
you are to clothe it. Surely life means more than 
food, and the body more than clothing! Look at 
the birds in the sky. They do not sow or reap or 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not worth much more than they 
are? Can any of you, for all his worrying, add one 
single cubit to his span of life? And why worry 
about clothing? Think of the flowers growing in 
the fields; they never have to work or spin; yet I 
assure you that not even Solomon in all his 
regalia was robed like one of these. Now if that is 
how God clothes the grass in the field which is 
there today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, 
will he not much more look after you, you men of 
little faith? So do not worry; do not say, “What are 
we to eat? What are we to drink? How are we to 
be clothed?” It is the pagans who set their hearts 
on all these things. Your heavenly Father knows 
you need them all. Set your hearts on his 
kingdom first, and on his righteousness, and all 
these other things will be given you as well. So do 
not worry about tomorrow: tomorrow will take care 
of itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING        Deuteronomy 11:18, 26-28 
 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy. 
 

Moses said to the people: ‘Let these words of 
mine remain in your heart and in your soul; 
fasten them on your hand as a sign and on 
your forehead as a circlet. ‘See, I set before 
you today a blessing and a curse: a blessing, 
if you obey the commandments of the Lord 
our God that I enjoin on you today; a curse, if 
you disobey the commandments of the Lord 
your God and leave the way I have marked 
out for you today, by going after other gods 
you have not known. You must keep and 
observe all the laws and customs that I set 
before you today. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 30 
 

+ Be a rock of refuge for me, O Lord. 
 

1. In you, O Lord, I take refuge. 
Let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice set me free, 
hear me and speedily rescue me. + 
 

2. Be a rock of refuge to me,  
a mighty stronghold to save me, 
for you are my rock, my stronghold. 
For your name’s sake,  
lead me and guide me. + 
 

3. Let your face shine on your servant. 
Save me in your love. 
Be strong, let your heart take courage, 
all who hope in the Lord. + 
 
SECOND READING               Romans 3:21-25, 28 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

God’s justice that was made known through 
the Law and the Prophets has now been 
revealed outside the Law, since it is the same 
justice of God that comes through faith to 
everyone, Jew and pagan alike, who believes 
in Jesus Christ.  Both Jew and pagan sinned 
and forfeited God’s glory, and both are 
justified through the free gift of his grace by 
being redeemed in Christ Jesus who was 
appointed by God to sacrifice his life so as to 
win reconciliation through faith since, as we 
see it, a man is justified by faith and not by 
doing something the Law tells him to do. 

 This is the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, 
and we shall come to him.  
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                     Matthew 7:21-27 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘It is not those 
who say to me, “Lord, Lord”, who will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but the person who 
does the will of my Father in heaven. When 
the day comes many will say to me, “Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, cast 
out demons in your name, work many 
miracles in your name?” Then I shall tell them 
to their faces: I have never known you; away 
from me, you evil men!’ ‘Therefore, everyone 
who listens to these words of mine and acts 
on them will be like a sensible man who built 
his house on rock. Rain came down, floods 
rose, gales blew and hurled themselves 
against that house, and it did not fall: it was 
founded on rock. But everyone who listens to 
these words of mine and does not act on 
them will be like a stupid man who built his 
house on sand. Rain came down, floods rose, 
gales blew and struck that house, and it fell; 
and what a fall it had!’ 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                           Hosea 6:3-6 
 

A reading from the prophet Hosea. 
 

Let us set ourselves to know the Lord; that he 
will come is as certain as the dawn his 
judgement will rise like the light, he will come 
to us as showers come, like spring rains 
watering the earth. What am I to do with you, 
Ephraim? What am I to do with you, Judah?  
This love of yours is like a morning cloud, like 
the dew that quickly disappears. This is why    
I have torn them to pieces by the prophets, 
why I slaughtered them with the words from 
my mouth, since what I want is love, not 
sacrifice; knowledge of God, not holocausts.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 49 
 

+ I will show God’s salvation  
 to the upright. 
 

1. The God of gods, the Lord, 
has spoken and summoned the earth, 
from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
“I find no fault with your sacrifices, 
your offerings are always before me. + 
 

2. “Were I hungry, I would not tell you, 
for I own the world and all it holds. 
Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls. 
or drink the blood of goats? + 
 

3. “Pay your sacrifice of thanksgiving to God 
and render him your votive offerings. 
Call on me in the day of distress. 
I will free you and you shall honour me.” + 
 
SECOND READING                     Romans 4:18-25 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans.  
 

Though it seemed Abraham’s hope could not 
be fulfilled, he hoped and he believed, and 
through doing so he did become the father of 
many nations exactly as he had been 
promised: Your descendants will be as many 
as the stars. Even the thought that his body 
was past fatherhood—he was about a 
hundred years old—and Sarah too old to 
become a mother, did not shake his belief.  
Since God had promised it, Abraham refused 
either to deny it or even to doubt it, but drew 
strength from faith and gave glory to God, 
convinced that God had power to do what he 

had promised. This is the faith that was 
“considered as justifying him”. Scripture 
however does not refer only to him but to us 
as well when it says that his faith was thus 
“considered”; our faith too will be “considered” 
if we believe in him who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, Jesus who was put to 
death for our sins and raised to life to justify 
us.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                         Matthew 9:9-13 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As Jesus was walking on he saw a man 
named Matthew sitting by the customs house, 
and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got 
up and followed him. While he was at dinner 
in the house it happened that a number of tax 
collectors and sinners came to sit at the table 
with Jesus and his disciples. When the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, 
“Why does your master eat with tax collectors 
and sinners?” When he heard this he replied, 
“It is not the healthy who need the doctor, but 
the sick. Go and learn the meaning of the 
words: What I want is mercy, not sacrifice.  
And indeed I did not come to call the virtuous, 
but sinners.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                        Exodus 19:2-6 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 
 

From Rephidim the Israelites set out again; 
and when they reached the wilderness of 
Sinai, there in the wilderness they pitched 
their camp; there facing the mountain Israel 
pitched camp. Moses then went up to God, 
and the Lord called to him from the mountain, 
saying, “Say this to the House of Jacob, 
declare this to the sons of Israel, ‘You 
yourselves have seen what I did with the 
Egyptians, how I carried you on eagle’s wings 
and brought you to myself. From this you 
know that now, if you obey my voice and hold 
fast to my covenant, you of all the nations 
shall be my very own, for all the earth is mine.  
I will count you a kingdom of priests, a 
consecrated nation.’” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 99 
 

+ We are his people: 
 the sheep of his flock. 
 

1. Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
Come before him, singing for joy. + 
 

2. Know that he, the Lord, is God. 
He made us, we belong to him, 
we are his people, the sheep of his flock. + 
 

3.  Indeed, how good is the Lord, 
eternal his merciful love. 
He is faithful from age to age. + 
 
SECOND READING                     Romans 5:6-11 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

We were still helpless when at his appointed 
moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not 
easy to die even for a good man—though of 
course for someone really worthy, a man 
might be prepared to die—but what proves 
that God loves us is that Christ died for us 
while we were still sinners. Having died to 
make us righteous, is it likely that he would 
now fail to save us from God’s anger? When 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, we were still enemies; now that we have 
been reconciled, surely we may count on 

being saved by the life of his Son? Not 
merely because we have been reconciled but 
because we are filled with joyful trust in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have already gained our reconciliation. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
“The sheep that belong to me 
listen to my voice,” says the Lord, 
“I know them and they follow me.” 
Alleluia!  
 
GOSPEL                                  Matthew 9:36-10:8 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds he felt sorry for 
them because they were harassed and 
dejected, like sheep without a shepherd.  
Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is 
rich but the labourers are few, so ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send labourers to his 
harvest.” He summoned his twelve disciples, 
and gave them authority over unclean spirits 
with power to cast them out and to cure all 
kinds of diseases and sickness. These are 
the names of the twelve apostles: first Simon 
who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew; 
James the son of Zebedee, and his brother 
John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas, and 
Matthew the tax collector; James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot 
and Judas Iscariot, the one who was to 
betray him.  These twelve Jesus sent out, 
instructing them as follows: “Do not turn your 
steps to pagan territory, and do not enter any 
Samaritan town; go rather to the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel.  And as you go, proclaim 
that the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 
Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers, cast out devils.  You received without 
charge, give without charge.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

  ELEVENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                   Jeremiah 20:10-13 
 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 
 

Jeremiah said: I hear so many disparaging me, 
“‘Terror from every side!’  Denounce him! Let us 
denounce him!” All those who used to be my 
friends watched for my downfall, “Perhaps he will 
be seduced into error. Then we will master him 
and take our revenge!” But the Lord is at my side, 
a mighty hero; my opponents will stumble, 
mastered, confounded by their failure; 
everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be theirs. 
But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with 
justice, who scrutinise the loins and heart, let me 
see the vengeance you will take on them, for        
I have committed my cause to you. Sing to the 
Lord, praise the Lord, for he has delivered the 
soul of the needy  from the hands of evil men. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 68 
 

+ In your great love, answer me, O God. 
 

1. It is for you that I suffer taunts, 
that shame covers my face, 
that I have become a stranger to my brothers, 
an alien to my own mother’s sons. 
I burn with zeal for your house 
and taunts against you fall on me. + 
 

2. This is my prayer to you, 
my prayer for your favour. 
In your great love, answer me, O God, 
with your help that never fails: 
Lord, answer, for your love is kind; 
in your compassion, turn towards me. + 
 

3. The poor when they see it will be glad 
and God-seeking hearts will revive; 
for the Lord listens to the needy 
and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 
Let the heavens and the earth give him praise, 
the sea and all its living creatures. + 
 
SECOND READING                     Romans 5:12-15 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

Sin entered the world through one man, and 
through sin death, and thus death has spread 
through the whole human race because everyone 
has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before 
the Law was given. There was no law and so no 
one could be accused of the sin of ‘taw-breaking’, 
yet death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, 
even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was 
not a matter of breaking a law. Adam prefigured 

the One to come, but the gift itself considerably 
outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through one 
man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain 
that divine grace, coming through the one man, 
Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant 
free gift. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word was made flesh  
and lived among us; 
to all who did accept him 
he gave power to become children of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 10:26-33 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: “Do not 
be afraid.  For everything that is now covered will 
be uncovered, and everything now hidden will be 
made clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell in 
the daylight; what you hear in whispers, proclaim 
from the housetops. “Do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; fear him 
rather who can destroy both body and soul in hell.  
Can you not buy two sparrows for a penny? And 
yet not one falls to the ground without your Father 
knowing. Why, every hair on your head has been 
counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are 
worth more than hundreds of sparrows. “So if 
anyone declares himself for me in the presence of 
men, I will declare myself for him in the presence 
of my Father in heaven.  But the one who 
disowns me in the presence of men, I will disown 
in the presence of my Father in heaven.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWELFTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING               2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16 
 

A reading from the second book of Kings. 
 

One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, a 
woman of rank who lived there pressed him to 
stay and eat there.  After this he always broke his 
journey for a meal when he passed that way.  
She said to her husband, ‘Look, I am sure the 
man who is constantly passing our way must be a 
holy man of God.  Let us build him a small room 
on the roof, and put him a bed in it, and a table 
and chair and lamp; whenever he comes to us he 
can rest there.’ One day when he came, he 
retired to the upper room and lay down.  What 
can be done for her?’ he asked.  Gehazi his 
servant, answered, ‘Well, she has no son and her 
husband is old’. Elisha said, ‘Call her’. The 
servant called her and she stood at the door.  
‘This time next year,’ Elisha said ‘you will hold a 
son in your arms.’  
 

 This is the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 88 
 

+ I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 
 

1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; 
through all ages my mouth  
will proclaim your truth. 
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, 
that your truth is firmly established  
as the heavens. + 
 

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a king, 
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
who find their joy every day in your name, 
who make your justice  
the source of their bliss. + 
 

3. For it is you, O Lord,  
who are the glory of their strength; 
it is by your favour that our might is exalted: 
for our ruler is in the keeping of the Lord; 
our king in the keeping of the  
Holy One of Israel. + 
 
SECOND READING                 Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were 
baptised in his death; in other words, when we 
were baptised we went into the tomb with him and 
joined him in death, so that as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the Father’s glory, we too might 
live a new life. But we believe that having died 
with Christ we shall return to life with him: Christ, 
as we know, having been raised from the dead 

will never die again.  Death has no power over 
him any more. When he died, he died, once for 
all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; and in 
that way, you too must consider yourselves to be 
dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 10:37-42 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Anyone 
who prefers father or mother to me is not worthy 
of me. Anyone who prefers son or daughter to me 
is not worthy of me. Anyone who does not take 
his cross and follow in my footsteps is not worthy 
of me. Anyone who finds his life will lose it; 
anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it. 
Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and 
those who welcome me welcome the one who 
sent me. Anyone who welcomes a prophet 
because he is a prophet will have a prophet’s 
reward; and anyone who welcomes a holy man 
because he is a holy man will have a holy man’s 
reward. ‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones because he is a 
disciple, then I tell you solemnly, he will most 
certainly not lose his reward.’ 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                     Zechariah 9:9-10 
 

A reading from the prophet Zechariah. 
 

The Lord says this: 
“Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of Zion! 
Shout with gladness, daughter of Jerusalem! 
See now, your king comes to you; he is 
victorious, he is triumphant, humble and 
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. He will banish chariots from Ephraim 
and horses from Jerusalem; the bow of war 
will be banished. He will proclaim peace for 
the nations. His empire shall stretch from sea 
to sea, from the River to the ends of the 
earth.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 144 
 

+ I will bless your name for ever, 
 O God my King. 
 

1. I will give you glory, O God my King, 
I will bless your name for ever. 
I will bless you day after day 
and praise your name for ever. + 
 

2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. + 
 

3. All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 
and your friends shall repeat their blessing. 
They shall speak of the glory of your reign 
and declare your might, O God. + 
 

4. The Lord is faithful in all his words 
and loving in all his deeds. 
The Lord supports all who fall 
and raises all who are bowed down. + 
 
SECOND READING                  Romans 8:9, 11-13 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans.  
 

Your interests are not in the unspiritual, but in 
the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made 
his home in you. In fact, unless you 
possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not 
belong to him, and if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 
then he who raised Jesus from the dead will 
give life to your own mortal bodies—through 

his Spirit living in you. So then, my brothers, 
there is no necessity for us to obey our 
unspiritual selves or to live unspiritual lives. If 
you do live in that way, you are doomed to 
die; but if by the Spirit you put an end to the 
misdeeds of the body you will live. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
Blessed are you, Father,  
Lord of heaven and earth, 
for revealing the mysteries  
of the kingdom to mere children. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 11:25-30 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus exclaimed, “I bless you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and of earth, for hiding these things 
from the learned and the clever and revealing 
them to mere children. Yes, Father, for that is 
what it pleased you to do. Everything has 
been entrusted to me by my Father; and no 
one knows the Son except the Father, just as 
no one knows the Father except the Son and 
those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him. “Come to me, all you who labour and are 
overburdened, and I will give you rest. 
Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy 
and my burden light.”  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                       Isaiah 55:10-11 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord: “As the rain and the 
snow come down from the heavens and do 
not return without watering the earth, making 
it yield and giving growth to provide seed for 
the sower and bread for the eating, so the 
word that goes from my mouth does not 
return to me empty, without carrying out my 
will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 64 
 

+ Some seed fell into rich soil, 
 and produced its crop. 
 

1. You care for the earth, give it water, 
you fill it with riches. 
Your river in heaven brims over 
to provide its grain. + 
 

2. And thus you provide for the earth; 
you drench its furrows, 
you level it, soften it with showers, 
you bless its growth. + 
 

3. You crown the year with your goodness. 
Abundance flows in your steps, 
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. + 
 

4. The hills are girded with joy, 
the meadows covered with flocks, 
the valleys are decked with wheat. 
They shout for joy, yes, they sing. + 
 
SECOND READING                     Romans 8:18-23 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans.  
 

I think that what we suffer in this life can 
never be compared to the glory, as yet 
unrevealed, which is waiting for us. The 
whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to 
reveal his sons.  It was not for any fault on 
the part of creation that it was made unable to 
attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but 
creation still retains the hope of being freed, 
like us, from its slavery to decadence, to 
enjoy the same freedom and glory as the 
children of God.  From the beginning till now 
the entire creation, as we know, has been 
groaning in one great act of giving birth; and 

not only creation, but all of us who possess 
the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan 
inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set 
free. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant Is listening; 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                         Matthew 13:1-9 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, 
but such crowds gathered round him that he 
got into a boat and sat there. The people all 
stood on the beach, and he told them many 
things in parables. He said, “Imagine a sower 
going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds 
fell on the edge of the path, and the birds 
came and ate them up. Others fell on patches 
of rock where they found little soil and sprang 
up straight away, because there was no 
depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came 
up they were scorched and, not having any 
roots, they withered away. Others fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew and choked 
them. Others fell on rich soil and produced 
their crop, some a hundred fold, some sixty, 
some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING               Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
 

A reading from the book of Wisdom.  
 

There is no god, other than you, who cares 
for everything, to whom you might have to 
prove that you never judged unjustly. Your 
justice has its source in strength, your 
sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all.  
You show your strength when your sovereign 
power is questioned and you expose the 
insolence of those who know it; but, disposing 
of such strength, you are mild in judgement, 
you govern us with great lenience, for you 
have only to will, and your power is there. By 
acting thus you have taught a lesson to your 
people how the virtuous man must be kindly 
to his fellow men, and you have given your 
sons the good hope that after sin you will 
grant repentance. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM             Psalm 85 
 

+ O Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 

1. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of love to all who call. 
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer 
and attend to the sound of my voice. + 
 

2. All the nations shall come to adore you 
and glorify your name, O Lord: 
for you are great and do marvellous deeds, 
you who alone are God. + 
 

3. But you, God of mercy and compassion, 
slow to anger, O Lord, 
abounding in love and truth, 
turn and take pity on me. + 
 
SECOND READING                     Romans 8:26-27 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans.  
 

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness.  
For when we cannot choose words in order to 
pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses 
our plea in a way that could never be put into 
words, and God who knows everything in our 
hearts knows perfectly well what he means, 
and that the pleas of the saints expressed by 
the Spirit are according to the mind of God. 
 

 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ  
enlighten the eyes of our mind, 
so that we can see what hope  
his call holds for us. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 13:24-30 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
man who sowed good seed in his field. While 
everybody was asleep his enemy came, 
sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made 
off. When the new wheat sprouted and 
ripened, the darnel appeared as well. The 
owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir, 
was it not good seed that you sowed in your 
field? If so, where does the darnel come 
from?’ ‘Some enemy has done this,’ he 
answered. And the servants said, ‘Do you 
want us to go and weed it out?’ But he said, 
‘No, because when you weed out the darnel 
you might pull up the wheat with it. Let them 
both grow till the harvest; and at harvest time 
I shall say to the reapers: First collect the 
darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then 
gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                     1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
 

A reading from the first book of the Kings. 
 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and 
said, “Ask what you would like me to give you.” 
Solomon replied, “Lord, my God, you have 
made your servant king in succession to David 
my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled 
in leadership. Your servant finds himself in the 
midst of this people of yours that you have 
chosen, a people so many its numbers cannot 
be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a 
heart to understand how to discern between 
good and evil, for who could govern this people 
of yours that is so great?” It pleased the Lord 
that Solomon should have asked for this.  
“Since you have asked for this,” the Lord said, 
“and not asked for long life for yourself or riches 
or the lives of your enemies, but have asked for 
a discerning judgement for yourself, here and 
now I do what you ask. I give you a heart wise 
and shrewd as none before you has had and 
none will have after you.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 118 
 

+ Lord, how I love your law! 
 

1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord, 
is to obey your word. 
The law from your mouth means more to me 
than silver and gold. + 
 

2. Let your love be ready to console me 
by your promise to your servant. 
Let your love come to me and I shall live 
for your law is my delight. + 
 

3. That is why I love your commands 
more than finest gold. 
That is why I rule my life by your precepts: 
I hate false ways.    + 
 

4. Your will is wonderful indeed; 
therefore I obey it. 
The unfolding of your word gives light 
and teaches the simple. + 
 
SECOND READING                     Romans 8:28-30 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul 
to the Romans. 
 

We know that by turning everything to their 
good God cooperates with all those who love 
him, with all those that he has called according 

to his purpose. They are the ones he chose 
specially long ago and intended to become true 
images of his Son, so that his Son might be the 
eldest of many brothers. He called those he 
intended for this; those he called he justified, 
and with those he justified he shared his glory. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
“I call you friends,” says the Lord, 
“because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father.” 
Alleluia!  
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 13:44-52 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which 
someone has found; he hides it again, goes off 
happy, sells everything he owns and buys the 
field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds 
one of great value he goes and sells everything 
he owns and buys it. “Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that 
brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the 
fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, 
they collect the good ones in a basket and 
throw away those that are no use. This is how it 
will be at the end of time: the angels will appear 
and separate the wicked from the just to throw 
them into the blazing furnace where there will 
be weeping and grinding of teeth. “Have you 
understood all this?” They said, “Yes.” And he 
said to them, “Well then, every scribe who 
becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is 
like a householder who brings out from his 
storeroom things both new and old.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                          Isaiah 55:1-3 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord: ‘Oh, come to the water 
all you who are thirsty; though you have no 
money, come! Buy corn without money, and 
eat, and, at no cost, wine and milk. Why 
spend money on what is not bread, your 
wages on what fails to satisfy? Listen, listen 
to me and you will have good things to eat 
and rich food to enjoy. Pay attention, come to 
me; listen, and your soul will live. With you     
I will make an everlasting covenant out of the 
favours promised to David.’ 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 144 
 

+ You open wide your hands, O Lord, 
 you grant our desires 
 

1. The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. + 
 

2. The eyes of all creatures look to you 
and you give them their food in due time. 
You open wide your hand, 
grant the desires of all who live. + 
 

3. The Lord is just in all his ways 
and loving in all his deeds. 
He is close to all who call him, 
call on him from their hearts. + 
 
SECOND READING                 Romans 8:35, 37-39 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans.  
 

Nothing can come between us and the love of 
Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or 
being persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, 
or being threatened or even attacked. These 
are the trials through which we triumph, by 
the power of him who loved us. For I am 
certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, 
no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to 
come, not any power, or height or depth, nor 
any created thing, can ever come between us 
and the love of God made visible in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessings on the King who comes, 
in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven and glory  
in the highest heavens 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 14:13-21 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When Jesus received the news of John the 
Baptist’s death he withdrew by boat to a 
lonely place where they could be by 
themselves. But the people heard of this and, 
leaving the towns, went after him on foot. So 
as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; 
and he took pity on them and healed their 
sick. When evening came, the disciples went 
to him and said, ‘This is a lonely place, and 
the time has slipped by; so send the people 
away, and they can go to the villages to buy 
themselves some food.” Jesus replied, ‘There 
is no need for them to go: give them 
something to eat yourselves”. But they 
answered, “All we have with us is five loaves 
and two fish.” “Bring them here to me,” he 
said. He gave orders that the people were to 
sit down on the grass; then he took the five 
loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes to 
heaven and said the blessing.  And breaking 
the loaves he handed them to his disciples 
who gave them to the crowds.  They all ate 
as much as they wanted, and they collected 
the scraps remaining, twelve baskets full. 
Those who ate numbered about five 
thousand men, to say nothing of women and 
children. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                  1 Kings 19:9, 11-13 
 

A reading from the first book of the Kings. 
 

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, 
he went into the cave and spent the night in it.  
Then he was told, “Go out and stand on the 
mountain before the Lord.” Then the Lord himself 
went by. There came a mighty wind, so strong it 
tore the mountains and shattered the rocks before 
the Lord. But the Lord was not in the wind. After 
the wind came an earthquake. But the Lord was 
not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came 
a fire.  But the Lord was not in the fire. And after 
the fire there came the sound of a gentle breeze.  
And when Elijah heard this, he covered his face 
with his cloak and went out and stood at the 
entrance of the cave. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 84 
 

+ Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 
 and give us your saving help. 
 

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 
a voice that speaks of peace. 
His help is near for those who fear him 
and his glory will dwell in our land. + 
 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; 
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven. + 
 

3. The Lord will make us prosper 
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps. + 
 
SECOND READING                         Romans 9:1-5 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

What I want to say is no pretence; I say it in union 
with Christ—it is the truth—my conscience in 
union with the Holy Spirit assures me of it too.  
What I want to say is this: my sorrow is so great, 
my mental anguish so endless, I would willingly 
be condemned and be cut off from Christ if it 
could help my brothers of Israel, my own flesh 
and blood. They were adopted as sons, they were 
given the glory and the covenants; the Law and 
the ritual were drawn up for them, and the 
promises were made to them. They are 
descended from the patriarchs and from their 
flesh and blood came Christ who is above all, 
God for ever blessed!  [Amen.] 
 

 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessings on the King who comes.  
In the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven and glory  
in the highest heavens! 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 14:22-33 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go 
on ahead to the other side while he would send 
the crowds away. After sending the crowds away 
he went up into the hills by himself to pray. When 
evening came, he was there alone, while the 
boat, by now far out on the lake, was battling with 
a heavy sea, for there was a head wind. In the 
fourth watch of the night he went towards them, 
walking on the lake, and when the disciples saw 
him walking on the lake they were terrified. “It is a 
ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. But at 
once Jesus called out to them, saying, “Courage!  
It is I! Do not be afraid.” It was Peter who 
answered, “Lord,” he said, “if it is you, tell me to 
come to you across the water.” “Come,” said 
Jesus. Then Peter got out of the boat and started 
walking towards Jesus across the water, but as 
soon as he felt the force of the wind, he took fright 
and began to sink. “Lord! Save me!” he cried.  
Jesus put out his hand at once and held him.  
“Man of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”  
And as they got into the boat the wind dropped.  
The men in the boat bowed down before him and 
said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of God.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                       Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord: ‘Have a care for justice, 
act with integrity, for soon my salvation will 
come and my integrity be manifest. 
Foreigners who have attached themselves to 
the Lord to serve him and to love his name 
and be his servants—all who observe the 
Sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my 
covenant—these I will bring to my holy 
mountain. I will make them joyful in my house 
of prayer. Their holocausts and their 
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my 
house will be called a house of prayer for all 
the peoples. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 66 
 

+ Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
 let all the peoples praise you. 
 

1. O God, be gracious and bless us 
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help. + 
 

2. Let the nations be glad and exult 
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth. + 
 

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him. + 
 
SECOND READING           Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans.  
 

Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent 
to the pagans as their apostle, and I am 
proud of being sent, but the purpose of it is to 
make my own people envious of you, and in 
this way save some of them.  Since their 
rejection meant the reconciliation of the 
world, do you know what their admission will 
mean?  Nothing less than a resurrection from 
the dead!  God never takes back his gifts or 
revokes his choice. Just as you changed from 
being disobedient to God, and now enjoy 
mercy because of their disobedience, so 

those who are disobedient now—and only 
because of the mercy shown to you—will also 
enjoy mercy eventually. God has imprisoned 
all men in their own disobedience only to 
show mercy to all mankind. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The sheep that belong to me  
listen to my voice, says the Lord,  
I know them and they follow me. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 15:21-28 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the 
region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a 
Canaanite woman from that district and 
started shouting, “Sir, Son of David, take pity 
on me. My daughter is tormented by a devil.”  
But he answered her not a word. And his 
disciples went and pleaded with him. “Give 
her what she wants,” they said “because she 
is shouting after us.” He said in reply, “I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the House of 
Israel.” But the woman had come up and was 
kneeling at his feet. “Lord,” she said, “help 
me.” He replied, “It is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the house-
dogs.”  She retorted, “Ah yes, sir; but even 
house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from 
their master’s table.” Then Jesus answered 
her, “Woman, you have great faith. Let your 
wish be granted.” And from that moment her 
daughter was well again. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                       Isaiah 22:19-23 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the 
master of the palace: ‘I dismiss you from your 
office, I remove you from your post, and the 
same day I call on my servant Eliakim son of 
Hikiah. I invest him with your robe, gird him 
with your sash, entrust him with your 
authority; and he shall be a father to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the House of 
Judah. I place the key of the House of David 
on his shoulder; should he open, no one shall 
close, should he close, no one shall open.      
I drive him like a peg into a firm place; he will 
become a throne of glory for his father’s 
house.’ 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 137 
 

+ Your love, O Lord, to eternal, 
 discard not the work of your hands. 
 

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, 
you have heard the words of my mouth. 
Before the angels I will bless you. 
I will adore before your holy temple. + 
 

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love 
which excel all we ever knew of you. 
On the day I called, you answered; 
you increased the strength of my soul. + 
 

3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly 
and the haughty he knows from afar. 
Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
discard not the work of your hands. + 
 
SECOND READING                    Romans 11:33-36 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

How rich are the depths of God—how deep 
his wisdom and knowledge—and how 
impossible to penetrate his motives or 
understand his methods! Who could ever 
know the mind of the Lord? Who could ever 
be his counsellor? Who could ever give him 
anything or lend him anything? All that exists 
comes from him; all is by him and for him. To 
him be glory for ever!  [Amen.] 
 

  

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
God in Christ was reconciling  
the world to himself, 
and he has entrusted to us  
the news that they are reconciled. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 16:13-20 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea 
Philippi he put this question to his disciples, 
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” And 
they said, “Some say he is John the Baptist, 
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.” “But you,” he said, “who do you 
say I am?” Then Simon Peter spoke up, “You 
are the Christ,” he said, “the Son of the living 
God.” Jesus replied, “Simon son of Jonah, 
you are a happy man! Because it was not 
flesh and blood that revealed this to you but 
my Father in heaven. So I now say to you:  
You are Peter and on this rock I will build my 
Church. And the gates of the underworld can 
never hold out against it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you 
bind on earth shall be considered bound in 
heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be 
considered loosed in heaven.” Then he gave 
the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone 
that he was the Christ. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                      Jeremiah 20:7-9 
 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 
 

You have seduced me, Lord, and I have let 
myself be seduced; you have overpowered me: 
you were the stronger.  I am a daily 
laughingstock, everybody’s butt.  Each time          
I speak the word, I have to howl and proclaim: 
“Violence and ruin!”  The word of the Lord has 
meant for me insult, derision, all day long.  I used 
to say, “I will not think about him, I will not speak 
in his name any more.”  Then there seemed to be 
a fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my 
bones.  The effort to restrain it wearied me,           
I could not bear it. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 62 
 

+ For you my soul is thirsting, 
 O Lord my God. 
 

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long; 
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you 
like a dry, weary land without water. + 
 

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 
to see your strength and your glory. 
For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. + 
 

3. So I will bless you all my life, 
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. + 
 

4. For you have been my help; 
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 
My soul clings to you; 
your right hand holds me fast. + 
 
SECOND READING                        Romans 12:1-2 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

Think of God’s mercy, my brothers, and worship 
him, I beg you, in a way that is worthy of thinking 
beings, by offering your living bodies as a holy 
sacrifice, truly pleasing to God. Do not model 
yourselves on the behaviour of the world around 
you, but let your behaviour change, modelled by 
your new mind. This is the only way to discover 
the will of God and know what is good, what it is 
that God wants, what is the perfect thing to do. 
 

 This in the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our mind, 
so that we can see  
what hope his call holds for us. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 16:21-27 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples that 
he was destined to go to Jerusalem and suffer 
grievously at the hands of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, to be put to death and to be 
raised up on the third day. Then, taking him 
aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him.  
“Heaven preserve you, Lord,” he said. “This must 
not happen to you.” But he turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are an 
obstacle in my path, because the way you think is 
not God’s way but man’s.” Then Jesus said to his 
disciples, “If anyone wants to be a follower of 
mine, let him renounce himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to 
save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his 
life for my sake will find it. What, then, will a man 
gain if he wins the whole world and ruins his life?  
Or what has a man to offer in exchange for his 
life? For the Son of Man is going to come in the 
glory of his Father with his angels, and, when he 
does, he will reward each one according to his 
behaviour.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                         Ezekiel 33:7-9 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel. 
 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as 
follows, “Son of man, I have appointed you as 
sentry to the House of Israel. When you hear a 
word from my mouth, warn them in my name. If    
I say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch, you are to 
die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked 
man to renounce his ways, then he shall die for 
his sin, but I will hold you responsible for his 
death. If, however, you do warn a wicked man to 
renounce his ways and repent, and he does not 
repent, then he shall die for his sin, but you 
yourself will have saved your life.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 94 
 

+ O that today you would  
 listen to his voice! 
 Harden not your hearts. 
 

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord. + 
 

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. + 
 

3. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
“Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me,  
though they saw my work.” + 
 
SECOND READING                     Romans 13:8-10 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Romans. 
 

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual 
love. If you love your fellow men you have carried 
out your obligations. All the commandment: You 
shall not commit adultery, you shall not kill, you 
shall not steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are 
summed up in this single command: You must 
love your neighbour as yourself. Love is the one 
thing that cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why 
it is the answer to every one of the 
commandments. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your word is truth, O Lord; 
consecrate us in the truth. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 18:15-20 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother does 
something wrong, go and have it out with him 
alone, between your two selves. If he listens to 
you, you have won back your brother. If he does 
not listen, take one or two others along with you: 
the evidence of two or three witnesses is required 
to sustain any charge. But if he refuses to listen to 
these, report it to the community; and if he 
refuses to listen to the community, treat him like a 
pagan or a tax collector. “I tell you solemnly, 
whatever you bind on earth shall be considered 
bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth 
shall be considered loosed in heaven. “I tell you 
solemnly once again, if two of you on earth agree 
to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you by 
my Father in heaven. For where two or three 
meet in my name, I shall be there with them.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING          Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7 
 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus. 
 

Resentment and anger, these are foul things, and 
both are found with the sinner. He who exacts 
vengeance will experience the vengeance of the 
Lord, who keeps strict account of sin. Forgive 
your neighbour the hurt he does you, and when 
you pray, your sins will be forgiven. If a man 
nurses anger against another, can he then 
demand compassion from the Lord? Showing no 
pity for a man like himself, can he then plead for 
his own sins? Mere creature of flesh, he 
cherishes resentment; who will forgive him his 
sins? Remember the last things, and stop hating, 
remember dissolution and death, and live by the 
commandments. Remember the commandments, 
and do not bear your neighbour ill-will; remember 
the covenant of the Most High, and overlook the 
offence. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 102 
 

+ The Lord is compassion and love, 
 slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
 

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. + 
 

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion. + 
 

3. His wrath will come to an end; 
he will not be angry for ever. 
He does not treat us according to our sins 
nor repay us according to our faults. + 
 

4. For as the heavens are high above the earth 
so strong is his love for those who fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west 
so far does he remove our sins. + 
 
SECOND READING                       Romans 14:7-9 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul 
to the Romans. 
 

The life and death of each of us has its influence 
on others; if we live, we live for the Lord; and if we 
die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead we 
belong to the Lord. This explains why Christ both 
died and came to life, it was so that he might be 
Lord both of the dead and of the living.   

  

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 18:21-35 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, “Lord, how often 
must I forgive my brother if he wrongs me?  As 
often as seven times?” Jesus answered, “Not 
seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times. “And 
so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who decided to settle his accounts with his 
servants. When the reckoning began, they 
brought him a man who owned ten thousand 
talents: but he had no means of paying, so his 
master gave orders that he should be sold, 
together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the servant 
threw himself down at his master’s feet. ‘Give me 
time’, he said, ‘and I will pay the whole sum.’ And 
the servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he 
let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this 
servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow 
servant who owed him one hundred denarii; and 
he seized him by the throat and began to throttle 
him. ‘Pay what you owe me,’ he said. His fellow 
servant felt at his feet and implored him, saying, 
‘Give me time and I will pay you.’ But the other 
would not agree; on the contrary, he had him 
thrown into prison till he should pay the debt.  His 
fellow servants were deeply distressed when they 
saw what had happened, and they went to their 
master and reported the whole affair to him.  
Then the master sent for him. ‘You wicked 
servant,’ he said. I cancelled all that debt of yours 
when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, 
then, to have pity on your fellow servant just as I 
had pity on you?’ And in his anger the master 
handed him over to the torturers till he should pay 
all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father 
will deal with you unless you each forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                          Isaiah 55:6-9 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call 
to him while he is still near. Let the wicked man 
abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts.  
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity 
on him, to our God who is rich in forgiving; for 
my thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways 
not your ways—it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, 
the heavens are as high above earth as my 
ways are above your ways, my thoughts above 
your thoughts. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 144 
 

+ The Lord is close to all who call him. 
 

1. I will bless you day after day 
and praise your name for ever. 
The Lord is great, highly to be praised, 
his greatness cannot be measured. + 
 

2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. + 
 

3. The Lord is just in all his ways 
and loving in all his deeds. 
He is close to all who call him, 
who call on him from their hearts. + 
 
SECOND READING             Philippians 1:20-24, 27 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Philippians. 
 

Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by 
my life or by my death.  Life to me, of course, is 
Christ, but then death would bring me 
something more; but then again, if living in this 
body means doing work which is having good 
results—I do not know what I should choose.     
I am caught in this dilemma: I want to be gone 
and be with Christ, which would be very much 
better, but for me to stay alive in this body is a 
more urgent need for your sake. Avoid anything 
in your everyday lives that would be unworthy 
of the gospel of Christ. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessings on the King who comes, 
in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven 
and glory In the highest heavens! 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                        Matthew 20:1-16 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a landowner going out at 
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He 
made an agreement with the workers for one 
denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard.  
Going out at about the third hour he saw others 
standing idle in the market place and said to 
them, ‘You go to my vineyard too and I will give 
you a fair wage.’ So they went. At about the 
sixth hour and again at about the ninth hour, he 
went out and did the same. Then at about the 
eleventh hour he went out and found more men 
standing round, and he said to them, ‘Why have 
you been standing here idle all day?’ ‘Because 
no one has hired us,’ they answered. He said to 
them, ‘You go into my vineyard too.’ In the 
evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
bailiff, ‘Call the workers and pay them their 
wages, starting with the last arrivals and ending 
with the first.’ So those who were hired at about 
the eleventh hour came forward and received 
one denarius each. When the first came, they 
expected to get more, but they too received one 
denarius each.  They took it, but grumbled at 
the landowner.  ‘The men who came last,’ they 
said, ‘have done only one hour, and you have 
treated them the same as us, though we have 
done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.’  He 
answered one of them and said, ‘My friend,       
I am not being unjust to you; did we not agree 
on one denarius?  Take your earnings and go.  
I choose to pay the last-comer as much as        
I  pay you. Have I no right to do what I like with 
my own? Why be envious because I am 
generous?’ Thus the last will be first, and the 
first, last.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                      Ezekiel 18:25-28 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel. 
 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me 
as follows: “You object, ‘What the Lord does 
is unjust.’ Listen, you House of Israel: is what 
I do unjust? Is it not what you do that is 
unjust? When the upright man renounces his 
integrity to commit sin and dies because of 
this, he dies because of the evil that he 
himself has committed. When the sinner 
renounces sin to become law-abiding and 
honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to 
renounce all his previous sins; he shall 
certainly live; he shall not die.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 24 
 

+ Remember your mercy, Lord. 
 

1. Lord, make me know your ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour. + 
 

2. Remember your mercy, Lord, 
and the love you have shown from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth. 
In your love remember me, 
because of your goodness, O Lord. + 
 

3. The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor. + 
 
SECOND READING                    Philippians 2:1-11 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Philippians. 
 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if 
love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that we 
have in common, or any tenderness and 
sympathy, then be united in your convictions 
and united in your love, with a common 
purpose and a common mind. That is the one 
thing which would make me completely 
happy. There must be no competition among 
you, no conceit; but everybody is to be self-
effacing. Always consider the other person to 
be better than yourself, so that nobody thinks 
of his own interests first but everybody thinks 

of other people’s interests instead. In your 
minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus: 
His state was divine, yet he did not cling to 
his equality with God but emptied himself to 
assume the condition of a slave, and became 
as men are; and being as all men are, he was 
humbler yet, even to accepting death, death 
on a cross. But God raised him high and gave 
him the name which is above all other names 
so that all beings in the heavens, on earth 
and in the underworld, should bend the knee 
at the name of Jesus and that every tongue 
should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, 
and we shall come to him. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 21:28-32 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders 
of the people, “What is your opinion? A man 
had two sons. He went and said to the first, 
‘My boy, you go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ He answered, ‘I will not go,’ but 
afterwards thought better of it and went. The 
man then went and said the same thing to the 
second who answered, ‘Certainly, sir,’ but did 
not go. Which of the two did the father’s will?”  
“The first”, they said. Jesus said to them,       
“I tell you solemnly, tax collectors and 
prostitutes are making their way into the 
kingdom of God before you. For John came 
to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but 
you did not believe him, and yet the tax 
collectors and prostitutes did. Even after 
seeing that, you refused to think better of it 
and believe in him.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                                     Isaiah 5:1-7 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his 
vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fertile 
hillside. He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, and 
planted choice vines in it. In the middle he built a 
tower, he dug a press there too. He expected it to 
yield grapes, but sour grapes were all that it gave.  
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of 
Judah, I ask you to judge between my vineyard and 
me. What could I have done for my vineyard that      
I have not done? I expected it to yield grapes.  Why 
did it yield sour grapes instead? Very well, I will tell 
you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take 
away its hedge for it to be grazed on, and knock 
down its wall for it to be trampled on. I will lay it 
waste, unpruned, undug; overgrown by the briar and 
the thorn. I will command the clouds to rain no rain 
on it. Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the 
House of Israel, and the men of Judah that chosen 
plant. He expected justice, but found bloodshed, 
integrity, but only a cry of distress.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 79 
 

+ The vineyard of the Lord 
 is the House of Israel. 
 

1. You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
to plant it you drove out the nations. 
It stretched out its branches to the sea, 
to the Great River it stretched out its shoots. + 
 

2. Then why have you broken down its walls? 
It is plucked by all who pass by. 
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, 
devoured by the beasts of the field. + 
 

3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 
the vine your right hand has planted. + 
 

4. And we shall never forsake you again: 
give us life that we may call upon your name. 
God of hosts, bring us back; 
let your face shine on us  
and we shall be saved. + 
 
SECOND READING                     Philippians 4: 6-9 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Philippians. 
 

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything 
you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer 
and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is 
so much greater than we can understand, will guard 
your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, brothers, fill your minds with everything that 

is true, everything that is noble, everything that is 
good and pure, everything that we love and honour, 
and everything that can be thought virtuous or 
worthy of praise. Keep doing all the things that you 
learnt from me and have been taught by me and 
have heard or seen that I do. Then the God of 
peace will be with you.   

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
I call you friends, says the Lord, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 21:33-43 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the 
people, “Listen to another parable. There was a 
man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard; he 
fenced it round, dug a wine press in it and built a 
tower; then he leased it to tenants and went abroad.  
When vintage time drew near he sent his servants 
to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants 
seized his servants, thrashed one, killed another 
and stoned a third. Next he sent some more 
servants, this time a larger number, and they dealt 
with them in the same way. Finally he sent his son 
to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to each 
other, ‘This is the heir. Come on, let us kill him and 
take over his inheritance.’ So they seized him and 
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 
do to those tenants?”  They answered, “He will bring 
those wretches to a wretched end and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the 
produce to him when the season arrives.” Jesus 
said to them, “Have you never read in the 
scriptures: It was the stone rejected by the builders 
that became the keystone. This was the Lord’s 
doing and it is wonderful to see? “I tell you, then, 
that the kingdom of God will be taken from you and 
given to a people who will produce its fruit.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                         Isaiah 25:6-10 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will prepare 
for all people a banquet of rich food, a banquet of 
fine wines, of food rich and juicy, of fine strained 
wines. On this mountain he will remove the 
mourning veil covering all peoples, and the 
shroud enwrapping all nations, he will destroy 
Death for ever. The Lord will wipe away the tears 
from every cheek; he will take away his people’s 
shame everywhere on earth, for the Lord has said 
so. That day, it will be said: See, this is our God in 
whom we hoped for salvation; the Lord is the one 
in whom we hoped. We exult and we rejoice that 
he has saved us; for the hand of the Lord rests on 
this mountain. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 22 
 

+ In the Lord’s own house  
 shall I dwell for ever and ever. 
 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. + 
 

2. He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. + 
 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. + 
 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. + 
 
SECOND READING         Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul  
to the Philippians. 
 

I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich 
too. I have been through my initiation and now      
I am ready for anything anywhere: full stomach or 
empty stomach, poverty or plenty. There is 
nothing I cannot master with the help of the One 
who gives me strength. All the same, it was good 
of you to share with me in my hardships. In return 

my God will fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus, 
as lavishly as only God can. Glory to God, our 
Father, for ever and ever. [Amen.] 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word was made flesh and lived among us; 
to all who did accept him 
he gave power to become children of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                        Matthew 22:1-14 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the 
people: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a feast for his son’s 
wedding. He sent his servants to call those who 
had been invited, but they would not come. Next 
he sent some more servants. ‘Tell those who 
have been invited,’ he said, ‘that I have my 
banquet all prepared, my oxen and fattened cattle 
have been slaughtered, everything is ready.  
Come to the wedding.’ But they were not 
interested; one went off to his farm, another to his 
business, and the rest seized his servants, 
maltreated them and killed them. The king was 
furious. He despatched his troops, destroyed 
those murderers and burnt their town. Then he 
said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready; but as 
those who were invited proved to be unworthy, go 
to the crossroads in the town and invite everyone 
you can find to the wedding.’  So these servants 
went out on to the roads and collected together 
everyone they could find, bad and good alike; and 
the wedding hall was filled with guests. When the 
king came in to look at the guests he noticed one 
man who was not wearing a wedding garment, 
and said to him, ‘How did you get in here, my 
friend, without a wedding garment?’ And the man 
was silent. Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot and throw him out into 
the dark, where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth.’ For many are called, but few 
are chosen.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                       Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whom he has taken by his right hand to 
subdue nations before him and strip the loins 
of kings, to force gateways before him that 
their gates be closed no more: It is for the 
sake of my servant Jacob, of Israel my 
chosen one, that I have called you by your 
name, conferring a title though you do not 
know me. I am the Lord, unrivalled; there is 
no other God besides me. Though you do not 
know me, I arm you that men may know from 
the rising to the setting of the sun that, apart 
from me, all is nothing. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 95 
 

+ Give the Lord glory and power. 
 

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth. 
Tell among the nations his glory 
and his wonders among all the peoples. + 
 

2. The Lord is great and worthy of praise, 
to be feared above all gods; 
the gods of the heathens are naught. 
It was the Lord who made the heavens. + 
 

3. Give the Lord, you families of peoples, 
give the Lord glory and power, 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Bring an offering and enter his courts. + 
 

4. Worship the Lord in his temple. 
O earth, tremble before him. 
Proclaim to the nations: “God is king.” 
He will judge the peoples in fairness. + 
 
SECOND READING              1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Thessalonians. 
 

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the 
Church in Thessalonica which is in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing 
you grace and peace from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. We always 
mention you in our prayers and thank God for 
you all, and constantly remember before God 
our Father how you have shown your faith in 

action, worked for love and persevered 
through hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
know, brothers, that God loves you and that 
you have been chosen, because when we 
brought the Good News to you, it came to 
you not only as words, but as power and as 
the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your word is truth, O Lord, 
consecrate us In the truth, 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 22:15-21 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Pharisees went away to work out 
between them how to trap Jesus in what he 
said. And they sent their disciples to him, 
together with the Herodians, to say, “Master, 
we know that you are an honest man and 
teach the way of God in an honest way, and 
that you are not afraid of anyone, because a 
man’s rank means nothing to you. Tell us 
your opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay 
taxes to Caesar or not?” But Jesus was 
aware of their malice and replied, “You 
hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for me?  
Let me see the money you pay the tax with.”  
They handed him a denarius, and he said, 
“Whose head is this? Whose name?”  
“Caesar’s”, they replied. He then said to 
them, “Very well, give back to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar—and to God what belongs 
to God.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                    Exodus 22: 20-26 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 
 

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the sons of 
Israel this, ‘You must not molest the stranger 
or oppress him, for you lived as strangers in 
the land of Egypt. You must not be harsh with 
the widow, or with the orphan; if you are 
harsh with them, they will surely cry out to 
me, and be sure I shall hear their cry; my 
anger will flare and I shall kill you with the 
sword, your own wives will be widows, your 
own children orphans. If you lend money to 
any of my people, to any poor man among 
you, you must not play the usurer with him: 
you must not demand interest from him. If 
you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you 
must give it back to him before sunset. It is all 
the covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps 
his body in; what else would he sleep in? If 
he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of 
pity’.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 17 
 

+ I love you Lord, my strength. 
 

1. I love you, Lord, my strength, 
my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 
My God is the rock where I take refuge; 
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 
The Lord is worthy of all praise: 
when I call I am saved from my foes. + 
 

2. Long life to the Lord, my rock! 
Praised be the God who saves me. 
He has given great victories to his king 
and shown his love for his anointed. + 
 
SECOND READING             1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Thessalonians.  
 

You observed the sort of life we lived when 
we were with you, which was for your 
instruction, and you were led to become 
imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to 
the gospel, in spite of the great opposition all 
round you. This has made you the great 
example to all believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia since it was from you that the word of 

the Lord started to spread—and not only 
throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for the 
news of your faith in God has spread 
everywhere. We do not need to tell other 
people about it: other people tell us how we 
started the work among you, how you broke 
with idolatry when you were converted to God 
and became servants of the real, living God: 
and how you are now waiting for Jesus, his 
Son, whom we raised from the dead, to come 
from heaven to save us from the retribution 
which is coming. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 22:34-40 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had 
silenced the Sadducees they got together 
and, to disconcert him, one of them put a 
question, “Master, which is the greatest 
commandment of the Law?” Jesus said, “You 
must love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.  This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second resembles it: 
You must love your neighbour as yourself. On 
these two commandments hang the whole 
Law, and the Prophets also.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING             Malachi 1:14-2: 2, 8-10 
 

A reading from the prophet Malachi. 
 

I am a great king, says the Lord of hosts, and my 
name is feared throughout the nations.  And now, 
priests, this warning is for you. If you do not listen, 
if you do not find it in your heart to glorify my 
name, says the Lord of hosts, I will send the 
curse on you and curse your very blessing. You 
have strayed from the way; you have caused 
many to stumble by your teaching. You have 
destroyed the covenant of Levi, says the Lord of 
hosts. And so I in my turn have made you 
contemptible and vile in the eyes of the whole 
people in repayment for the way you have not 
kept to my paths but have shown partiality in your 
administration. Have we not all one Father? Did 
not one God create us? Why, then, do we break 
faith with one another, profaning the covenant of 
our ancestors? 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 130 
 

+ Keep my soul in peace 
 before you, O Lord. 
 

1. O Lord, my heart is not proud 
nor haughty my eyes. 
I have not gone after things too great 
nor marvels beyond me. + 
 

2. Truly I have set my soul 
in silence and peace. 
A weaned child on its mother’s breast, 
even so is my soul. + 
 

3. O Israel, hope in the Lord 
both now and for ever. + 
 
SECOND READING         1 Thessalonians 2:7-9, 13 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Thessalonians. 
 

Like a mother feeding and looking after her own 
children, we felt so devoted and protective 
towards you, and had come to love you so much, 
that we were eager to hand over to you not only 
the Good News but our whole lives as well. Let 
me remind you, brothers, how hard we used to 
work, slaving night and day so as not to be a 
burden on any one of you white we were 
proclaiming God’s Good News to you. Another 
reason why we constantly thank God for you is 
that as soon as you heard the message that we 
brought you as God’s message, you accepted it 
for what it really is, God’s message and not some 

human thinking; and it is still a living power 
among you who believe it. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                        Matthew 23:1-12 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Then addressing the people and his disciples 
Jesus said, “The scribes and the Pharisees 
occupy the chair of Moses. You must therefore do 
what they tell you and listen to what they say; but 
do not be guided by what they do: since they do 
not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy 
burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders, but 
will they lift a finger to move them? Not they!  
Everything they do is done to attract attention, like 
wearing broader phylacteries and longer tassels, 
like wanting to take the place of honour at 
banquets and the front seats in the synagogues, 
being greeted obsequiously in the market squares 
and having people call them Rabbi. “You, 
however, must not allow yourselves to be called 
Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and you 
are all brothers. You must call no one on earth 
your father, since you have only one Father, and 
he is in heaven. Nor must you allow yourselves to 
be called teachers, for you have only one 
Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among you 
must be your servant.  Anyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, and anyone who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                      Wisdom 6:12-16 
 

A reading from the book of Wisdom. 
 

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. By 
those who love her she is readily seen, and found 
by those who look for her. Quick to anticipate 
those who desire her, she makes herself known 
to them. Watch for her early and you will have no 
trouble; you will find her sitting at your gates. 
Even to think about her is understanding fully 
grown; be on the alert for her and anxiety will 
quickly leave you. She herself walks about 
looking for those who are worthy of her and 
graciously shows herself to them as they go, in 
every thought of theirs coming to meet them. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 62 
 

+ For you my soul is thirsting, 
 O God, my God. 
 

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long; 
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you 
like a dry, weary land without water. + 
 

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 
to see your strength and your glory. 
For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. + 
 

3. So I will bless you all my life, 
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. + 
 

4. On my bed I remember you. 
On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; 
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. + 
 
SECOND READING           1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Thessalonians. 
 

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about 
those who have died, to make sure that you do 
not grieve about them, like the other people who 
have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, and that it will be the same for those 
who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with 
him. We can tell you this from the Lord’s own 
teaching, that any of us who are left alive until the 
Lord’s coming will not have any advantage over 
those who have died. At the trumpet of God, the 
voice of the archangel will call out the command 
and the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven; those who have died in Christ will be the 

first to rise, and then those of us who are still alive 
will be taken up in the clouds, together with them, 
to meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay with 
the Lord for ever. With such thoughts as these 
you should comfort one another. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Stay awake and stand ready, 
because you do not know the hour 
when the Son of Man is coming. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                        Matthew 25:1-13 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: “The 
kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and 
five were sensible: the foolish ones did take their 
lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the 
sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their 
lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they all 
grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there 
was a cry, ‘The bridegroom is here! Go out and 
meet him.’ At this, all those bridesmaids woke up 
and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones 
said to the sensible ones, ‘Give us some of your 
oil: our lamps are going out.’ But they replied.  
There may not be enough for us and for you; you 
had better go to those who sell it and buy some 
for yourselves.’  They had gone off to buy it when 
the bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready 
went in with him to the wedding hall and the door 
was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ they said ‘open the door for us.’ But 
he replied, I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.’ 
So stay awake, because you do not know either 
the day or the hour.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 
 

A reading from the book of Proverbs. 
 

A perfect wife—who can find her? She is far beyond 
the price of pearls. Her husband’s heart has 
confidence in her, from her he will derive no little 
profit. Advantage and not hurt she brings him all the 
days of her life. She is always busy with wool and 
with flax, she does her work with eager hands. She 
sets her hands to the distaff, her fingers grasp the 
spindle. She holds out her hand to the poor, she 
opens her arms to the needy. Charm is deceitful, 
and beauty empty; the woman who is wise is the 
one to praise. Give her a share in what her hands 
have worked for, and let her works tell her praises at 
the city gates. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 127 
 

+ O blessed are those who fear the Lord. 
 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. + 
 

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. + 
 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed 
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
in a happy Jerusalem  
all the days of your life. + 
 
SECOND READING              1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Thessalonians.  
 

You will not be expecting us to write anything to 
you, brothers, about “times and seasons”, since you 
know well that the Day of the Lord is going to come 
like a thief in the night. It is when people are saying, 
“How quiet and peaceful it is” that the worst 
suddenly happens, as suddenly as labour pains 
come on a pregnant woman; and there will be no 
way for anybody to evade it. But it is not as if you 
live in the dark, my brothers, for that Day to 
overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons of light 
and sons of the day: we do not belong to the night 
or to darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as 
everyone else does, but stay wide awake and 
sober. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Even if you have to die, says the Lord, 
keep faithful, and I will give you 
the crown of life.  
Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 25:14-30 
 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The 
kingdom of Heaven is like a man on his way abroad 
who summoned his servants and entrusted his 
property to them. To one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his 
ability. Then he set out. ‘The man who had received 
the five talents promptly went and traded with them 
and made five more. The man who had received 
two made two more in the same way. But the man 
who had received one went off and dug a hole in the 
ground and hid his master’s money. ‘Now a long 
time after, the master of those servants came back 
and went through his accounts with them. The man 
who had received the five talents came forward 
bringing five more. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me 
with five talents; here are five more that I have 
made.” ‘His master said to him, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant; you have shown you can be 
faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; 
come and join in your master’s happiness.” ‘Next 
the man with the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he 
said “you entrusted me with two talents; here are 
two more that I have made.” His master said to him, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have 
shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust 
you with greater; come and join in your master’s 
happiness.” ‘Last came forward the man who had 
the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you were a 
hard man, reaping where you have not sown and 
gathering where you have not scattered; so I was 
afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” 
But his master answered him, “You wicked and lazy 
servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not 
sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well 
then, you should have deposited my money with the 
bankers, and on my return I would have recovered 
my capital with interest. So now, take the talent from 
him and give it to the man who has the five talents. 
For to everyone who has will be given more, and he 
will have more than enough; but from the man who 
has not, even what he has will be taken away. As 
for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into 
the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding 
of teeth.”’ 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

Year A / Year 1 

 

FIRST READING                     Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel. 
 

The Lord says this: I am going to look after my flock 
myself and keep all of it in view. As a shepherd 
keeps all his flock in view when he stands up in the 
middle of his scattered sheep, so shall I keep my 
sheep in view. I shall rescue them from wherever 
they have been scattered during the mist and 
darkness. I myself will pasture my sheep, I myself 
will show them where to rest—it is the Lord who 
speaks. I shall look for the lost one, bring back the 
stray, bandage the wounded and make the weak 
strong. I shall watch over the fat and healthy. I shall 
be a true shepherd to them. As for you, my sheep, 
the Lord says this: I will judge between sheep and 
sheep, between rams and he-goats. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      Psalm 22 
 

+ The Lord is my shepherd; 
 there is nothing I shall want. 
 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. + 
 

2. Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. 
He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. + 
 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. + 
 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. + 
 
SECOND READING        1 Corinthians 15: 20-26, 28 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul  
to the Corinthians. 
 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits 
of all who have fallen asleep. Death came through 
one man and in the same way the resurrection of 
the dead has come through one man. Just as all 
men die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in 
Christ; but all of them in their proper order: Christ as 
the first-fruits and then, after the coming of Christ, 
those who belong to him. After that will come the 
end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 
Father, having done away with every sovereignty, 
authority and power. For he must be king until he 
has put all his enemies under his feet and the last of 
the enemies to be destroyed is death. And when 
everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself 

will be subject in his turn to the One who subjected 
all things to him, so that God may be all in all. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessings on him  
who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessings on the coming kingdom  
of our father David! 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 25:31-46 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Matthew 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, escorted by all the angels, then 
he will take his seat on his throne of glory. All the 
nations will be assembled before him and he will 
separate men one from another as the shepherd 
separates sheep from goats. He will place the 
sheep on his right hand and the goats on his left.  
Then the King will say to those on his right hand, 
‘Come, you whom my Father has blessed, take for 
your heritage the kingdom prepared for you since 
the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and 
you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink; I was a stranger and you made me welcome; 
naked and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, 
in prison and you came to see me.’ Then the 
virtuous will say to him in reply, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you; or thirsty, and give 
you drink? When did we see you a stranger and 
make you welcome; naked and clothed you; sick or 
in prison and go to see you?’ And the King will 
answer, I tell you solemnly, in so far as you did this 
to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 
it to me.’  Next he will say to those on his left hand, 
‘Go away from me, with your curse upon you, to the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  
For I was hungry and you never gave me food; I 
was thirsty and you never gave me anything to 
drink; I was a stranger and you never made me 
welcome, naked and you never clothed me, sick 
and in prison and you never visited me.’ Then it will 
be their turn to ask, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick or in 
prison, and did not come to your help?’ Then he will 
answer, ‘I tell you solemnly, in so far as you 
neglected to do this to one of the least of these, you 
neglected to do it to me.’ And they will go away to 
eternal punishment, and the virtuous to eternal life.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ.  

CHRIST THE KING 


