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GARAGE DOOR & PRE-FABRICATED 
BUILDING SPECIALISTS 
We’ll recommend a solution 
that suits you, not us 

That means we listen to your needs, take on board your wants and, very 

importantly, take into account your budget. We can then advise you on 

the best way to go; whether that be a complete bespoke garage, top of 

the range automated door, a basic up and over or simply a repair.  

So with direct access to the top manufacturers, a huge stock of spare 

parts for all makes and our own teams of experienced engineers, you 

can be assured of the result you want. 

trading standards approved trader 

Call Debbie or Evie on 01373 580298 
Showroom: Radstock Road, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2AD 

www.sdsgaragedoors.co.uk 

 
For details of our pre-fab buildings please visit: 

www.sdsconcretegarages.co.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.sdsgaragedoors.co.uk/
http://www.sdsconcretegarages.co.uk/


 



 



 

 

 

 

 
Specialising in all aspects of 
tree surgery including: 

- Tree shaping, pollarding and 

felling 

- Hedge trimming 

- Stump removal  

- Garden clearance  

Fully insured, NPTC qualified 
National Certificate in Arboriculture 

Telephone - 07896 813 934 
Osbornetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk 

  



Costume Hire 
 

 

 

 

 

Charges are subject to negotiation, 

but broadly £10 per complete 

costume plus a £10 refundable 
deposit on safe return.   

 

 

 

Melita Coiffure 
joined by 

Hair @ Melita Coiffure 

 

Barbara, Tanya, Zee 

warmly welcome you to the  
salon for all aspects of 

hairdressing.  

CLOSED ON MONDAYS 

Oxford Street,  
Evercreech, BA4 6HT  

01749 830536 

 

 

 

If you would like 

to know more, 

please contact  

Greg Jessop  

01749 831122 
 

Evercreech Drama  

Group has a wide 

range of costumes 
which can be hired  

for any occasion. 

J. C. Upholstery 

Ready to re-upholstery your furniture. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

John C Latchem 
Bespoke furniture made to your 

personal design. 

Care and quality from  
over 40 years experience. 

 

1 Dye Lane, Oakhill,  

Radstock, Bath BA3 5AJ 

Workshop: 01749 840930 

Home: 01761 434174 

jcupholstery@btinternet.com 
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St Peter Evercreech, St Mary Chesterblade, St Mary & St John Lamyatt  
& St James Milton Clevedon, four of the six churches in the  

Alham Vale Benefice   www.alhamvalebenefice.co.uk 

which is in the Bruton Cary Deanery: www.brutonandcarydeanery.net 

Who’s Who 

VICAR: Revd Helen Drever  Tel: 01749 831053        
  Mobile: 07949 181745 

  Email: vicaralhamvale@gmail.com 
 

READERS: Rob Sage 01749 850934 robsage@uwclub.net  

                          Anne Sear 01749 838843 sear.a@btinternet.com  
   Jen Richards 07846 863963 jen.ern.r@outlook.com 

       Sue Deyes         01749 831104   sueanndeyes@gmail.com 

CHURCHWARDENS:  Evercreech: Geoff Hamlet 01749 830924 
 Eric Deyes 01749 831104 

   Milton Clevedon: Ian Broad 01749 838979  

Winkie Fry 01749 831088 
Lamyatt: Ann Skinner 01749 813102 

 Vacancy 

Chesterblade Chapel Warden: Sue Carden 07970 413382 

LAY WORSHIP ASSISTANT: Michèle Hole 01749 830875 

BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:   
Liz Henderson   libbylonk@btinternet.com    

As the world turns into another year,  

turn our hearts, O Lord, towards gratitude  

for the time gifted to us.  

Help us surrender yesterday’s regrets  

and start afresh unencumbered,  

with empty hands,  

to receive and pass on your blessings.     Amen 
 

Many thanks to Jen for the new Benefice Prayer Calendar and the Christmas and 

New Year prayers.  If anyone would like to submit a special prayer for any 
particular month please contact evercreech.news@gmail.com 

  

mailto:libbylonk@btinternet.com
mailto:evercreech.news@gmail.com
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Benefice Prayer Calendar 

Here we offer prayers through the month for local and wider issues. 

Fill the additional stars with your own concerns. 

     May your light 

guide our  

thoughts and 

prayers 

Day 

1-5 
Day 

6-10 

  

  

Day 

11-15 

Day  

16-20 

Day 

21-25 

Day  

26-31 

Batcombe.    

Our church and 

community  

leaders 

Chesterblade.    

Our beautiful          

planet 

Evercreech. 

Our fellow 

Christians 

Lamyatt.  

All our young  

people   

Milton Clevedon. 

Those living  

in poverty 
Upton Noble.   

Local farms and 

businesses.   

Fair trade 
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From the Vicar’s Study …     

After all the exciting festivities of December, the Carol 
Services, Nativity Plays, Crib Services and Midnight 

Communions, January’s devotions begin at a gentler pace. 

The Magi have been travelling for weeks following a star. 
Matthew calls them Wise Men from the East, while later 

traditions name them as the Three Kings; Caspar, Melchior 

and Balthasar.  When they arrive in Jerusalem the travellers 

ask “Where is the one who has been born King of the Jews? 
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” The temple priests 

direct them towards Bethlehem even though the Magi are not Jewish, and on 

coming to the house they see the baby Jesus with his mother Mary, and they bow 
down and worship him. It is the first manifestation or revelation of Christ to the 

gentiles (non-Jewish people) and a sign that Jesus has come to earth to save all 

peoples. This portentous moment is what the church celebrates at Epiphany, so 

perhaps save a slice of Christmas cake and a glass of sherry to mark the occasion 
once the tree, tinsel and fairy lights are down. 

An important stage in anyone’s journey of faith is Confirmation. Many of us are 

baptised as babies or small children and therefore, because we were too young to 
do so ourselves, had our parents and godparents make sacred promises before God 

on our behalf. Being confirmed gives older children or adults the opportunity to 

reaffirm these promises for themselves in a special service conducted by a Bishop. 
This year a number of Confirmation candidates have come forward and I will be 

running classes early in the Spring. If you would like to join us or find out more do 

get in touch.  

This year many of us are struggling to keep our homes warm. December’s cold spell 
was particularly hard for those on a fixed or low income. Thankfully a number of 

Warm Spaces are opening up across our area, including in Shepton Mallet, Bruton, 

Castle Cary and Evercreech. St Peter’s Church in Evercreech is planning a Warm 
Space for Monday afternoons in the Village Hall, while our wonderful neighbours 

at The Old Stores Studio are offering a Warm Space for several hours a day on 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please do come along to keep warm and 
enjoy a hot drink in good company. We will get through this tough and chilly time 

together.  

God Bless, 

                                                   Revd. Helen Drever 

Vicar of the Benefice of Alham Vale 
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PEOPLE NEWS 
If you have people news that you would like to see in print - whether it’s a birth, 

marriage or death, or other life events you would like to share with our readers - we 

would love to hear from you. Please email: Evercreech.news@gmail.com.  

Thank you 
I would like to thank everyone for the many kind  messages of support during my 

hospitalisation for heart surgery. Having now received a triple bypass I am, at the 

time of writing, steadily recovering and looking forward to pursuing my musical 

activities as soon as possible. 
Meredith Foster 

St Peters Organist 

We said farewell to our church organist Michael Hillier at the end of December. 

Michael is a musician of the highest calibre, and we are grateful to him for his 
service over the past year. His musical contribution to our Platinum Jubilee 

celebration and memorial services for the Queen were of particular note. Michael’s 

last day at St Peters was Christmas Day when we gathered to worship the newborn 

Prince of Peace, and sing a selection of our favourite hymns all played by Michael 
at the organ with his usual aplomb. 

A new organist has been appointed and will be introduced in the February edition 

of the Evercreech News.  
Revd. Helen Drever 

Men’s Breakfast  
We meet on the first Saturday of each month at The Bell Inn 

at 8.30 am for full English Breakfast and a chat on a topic of 

current interest.   
Further details from Geoff on 01749 830924 ghamlet@uwclub.net. 

Little Fishes 

We are a relaxed, friendly group for pre-school children and 

babies. We welcome Mums, Dads, Grandparents and Carers to 
bring their children.  We play and do simple crafts, whilst adults have a natter. 

Around 11 o’clock it's singing with actions to nursery rhymes.  We run from 10 am 

till 12 noon in St Peter’s Church every Monday during term time. You are most 

welcome to join us.   

                                                                Hilary  
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in St Peter’s Church  

Monthly Coffee Mornings are held in St Peter’s Church usually on the second 

Saturday of the month.  There is always Coffee and Cake, Raffle, Bric-a-brac and 

Traidcraft (Fairtrade) stalls. This is a great way to raise money for a charity, 
organisation or club. If you would like to book a Coffee Morning in St Peter’s 

Church for your organisation, please contact Michèle Hole on 01749 830875 or 

holemiche@aol.com.  Please note there are vacancies in March and April. 

The Coffee Morning on 10th December saw the launch of St Peter’s Christmas 
Charites.  £222.?? Was raised.  Each year collections from special services and 

events over the Christmas season go to three charities suggested by members of the 

congregation and one quarter to St. Peters.  The 2022 charities were:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
It is not too late to make a donation to the Christmas Charities.  To make a donation 
please contact Rob Sage, PCC Treasurer, on 01749 850934 robsage@uwclub.net.  

The deadline for donations is Monday 16th January.  The total raised this year will 

be announced in the February issue of Evercreech News. 
 

 

The next Coffee Morning is on 14th January,  the 
Orthodox New Year which many Ukrainians 

celebrate as the Old New Year.  At this Coffee 

Morning Somerset Aid for Ukraine will be 

raising money for Ukrainians in Ukraine. 

 

Evercreech Short Mat Bowling Club 
We meet in the Village Hall on Wednesday evenings at 7.00 pm, and Thursday 

afternoons from 1.30 pm to 4.30 pm.  You will be made very welcome. Membership 
is £10 per year plus adults £2.75 & juniors £1 per session to play.  

For more information about Evercreech Short Mat Bowling Club please contact:  

Dawn & Andy Church 831004, Irene Cleverden 01749 346838 

  

mailto:holemiche@aol.com
mailto:robsage@uwclub.net
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St Peter’s Evercreech with St Mary Chesterblade PCC 

If anyone has anything they wish PCC to put on the Agenda for the next PCC 
meeting on 26th January, please contact Alison, PCC Secretary, by 12th January 

when Standing Committee meet to set the Agenda. alison.jolyon@gmail.com 

News from Zambia 

Richard Mwansa, the parish priest of our link church, sent 

greetings for Advent and Christmas on behalf of the people 
of St Joseph’s, Mufulira.  He wrote of the importance of 

the need to pray for each other as we have always been 

doing, that the Holy Spirit may strengthen us, as we await 
the coming of our Saviour. 

Many of you will know that Joseph Mwenya from the St 

Joseph’s church family is now training for ordination.  
People from St Peter’s were invited to donate money so 

that he could buy a cassock.  Joseph is very grateful for this 

gift, and has sent a photo of himself wearing his new 

cassock – complete with embroidered motif. 

Anne Sear (Link Correspondent) 

 

Evercreech C of E Primary School 

We held our Christmas Fayre on the 14th December and we 

would like to thank everyone who came along for their support, 

we hope you enjoyed it! Thank you to the businesses and 
parents who donated raffle prizes. And thank you also to our 

wonderful volunteers, who formed a fab festive team to ensure 

the Fayre was a success. We would also like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone a Happy 2023. 

Easy fundraising: We’ve registered Evercreech C of E Primary School - PTFA 

with #easyfundraising, which means over 7,000 brands will now donate to us for 
FREE every time you use #easyfundraising to shop with them. These donations will 

help us to raise more funds for the children and the school, so please sign up to 

support us – it’s completely free and doesn’t take long: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/evercreech-c-of-e-primary-

school-ptfa?&utm_source=adminact22sharebox 

Did you know we have a Facebook page so that you can also find out further 

information regarding our planned events:  
https://www.facebook.com/EvercreechPrimarySchoolAPT 

mailto:alison.jolyon@gmail.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/evercreech-c-of-e-primary-school-ptfa?&utm_source=adminact22sharebox
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/evercreech-c-of-e-primary-school-ptfa?&utm_source=adminact22sharebox
https://www.facebook.com/EvercreechPrimarySchoolAPT
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Evercreech Foodsaving Project 

Our Foodsaving Project is an environmentally-based village 
group which saves good food from being thrown away into 

landfill, and shares it out among people who can use it. Every 

night volunteers collect the unsold food from the Co-op, divide 
it into bags and then deliver it to households in the village.  

Everyone is welcome to be involved by using up a bag of food (which may contain 

bakery or deli items, fruit or vegetables, meat or other items). Please contact Jenny 

on our Foodsaving Phone if you would like to be added to the delivery rota - 07535 
002279, or via our local Mendip Councillor Barry O’Leary on 01749 321 421, who 

will pass on a message. 

We also need new volunteers to help deliver, and for an admin rota - in fact we 

can’t do it without you! If you can spare an hour in the evening once a week, or 

occasionally as a back-up volunteer, or half an hour each day to help keep the rota 

organised from home, then please do get in touch via the above numbers. 

Please help us save the food! 
Thank you!                                         Jenny Newton 

 

Evercreech Food Larder 

Times are hard and are set to get harder.  To help there will soon be a Village Larder 
in the Car Park at the back of Evercreech Village Hall. 

 

 

SHEPTON MALLET SALVATION ARMY FOODBANK  

Please consider buying a couple of extra 

food items each week for the foodbank in 

Shepton Mallet.  There is a box at the 

back of St Peter’s Church for donations 
(non-perishable items, unopened and in date please).  

Donations are taken to the Salvation Army once a week. 

You can donate funds directly to The Salvation Army 

in Shepton Mallet, so that items which are needed most 

can be purchased:  

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tsa-community-support-000374 
Many thanks for your generosity 

If you need to use the food bank contact Citizens Advice Mendip, Job Centre 

Plus, MIND, Community Council for Somerset, YMCA, Health Connections 

Mendip or Social Services to request a referral form. 

  

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tsa-community-support-000374
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Catholic News 
 

St Michael’s Catholic Church, (Diocese of Clifton) 
Park Road, Shepton Mallet, BA4 5BP 

https://stmichaelsshepton.co.uk 
St Mary's Presbytery, Magdalene St, Glastonbury, BA6 9EJ 

Tel:  01458 832203 (Parish Priest) or   01458 835931 (Admin Office) 

Email: sheptonmallet.stmichael@cliftondiocese.com 

As I write, Christmas is still to come and at St Michael’s we are busy with 

preparations for the wonderful Feast of the Nativity.  Can it really be a whole year 
since our lovely hand-painted crib figures were arranged carefully among the straw 

in front of the altar?  We also have a big tree in church which this year is hung with 

silver stars cut from card.  Each bears a prayer or dedication and donations from 
these will be passed in the New Year to St Peter’s Lifeline, a grass-roots charity 

helping disadvantaged people in Kenya. We also took part in the Christians 

Together Christmas Tree Festival in the Baptist Church in Shepton Mallet. 

A lovely custom, revived in 2022, has been the personal welcoming of people as 

they arrive for Mass.  The distribution of Hymn and Mass books has recently been 
much helped by a pair of new bookcases in the entrance porch.  As well as books, 

colouring sheets appropriate to the Sunday’s gospel, are handed out to children.  At 

the Offertory the children process with their artwork to the altar and speak briefly 

about the day’s lesson.   Fr Dominic also encourages the children to gather round 
the altar to recite the Lord’s Prayer.  It is so lovely to see them being involved in 

the Mass.   

Looking ahead to 2023, plans are afoot for some social events in the New Year.  

Conscious of our links with St Mary’s, Glastonbury, and also with Somerton and 

Chard, we’ll join together for a Skittles match in February, and other joint ventures 
throughout the year.  Our parishioners are growing in number, for which we give 

thanks, and ask Our Lord’s blessing for his peace at home and throughout the world. 

 

Evercreech Walking Group 
Getting outside, walking and chatting with friends is great for your fitness and well 
being.  Thank you to everyone who supports this group.  All walks start from 

Evercreech Village Hall at 10 am and last around 3 – 4 hours depending on the 

route.  Walks are mostly on footpaths across fields which can be wet and muddy, 
so please wear suitable footwear and waterproofs.  Please bring a drink and packed 

lunch.  Everyone is welcome.  We are a friendly bunch so please join us. 

2nd January  Di leading – Circular walk to Ditcheat 

6th February Teresa & Heather leading 

Please contact:  Julie Smith 01935 823347, 07790853257 julie@gethappyfeet.co.uk  

https://stmichaelsshepton.co.uk/
mailto:sheptonmallet.stmichael@cliftondiocese.com
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News from Lamyatt 

Happy New Year everybody! 

This last year has been another ‘interesting’ one in many 

ways and that continues. But here in Lamyatt things are 

coming to a bit of a lull after a busy Christmas. 

Please note that there will be no first Sunday service this month. Anyone wanting 

to attend a worship service will receive a warm welcome at another Benefice 

church. We WILL, however, be holding our usual Coffee Morning on Saturday 7th 
from 10.30 am till 12 noon in our lovely warm Village Hall. All welcome. 

So it’s time to relax and rest up a bit. Perhaps also, it’s time, between now and the 

APCM (in Apr/May time) to think about where we are going as a church. We have 
done a lot in this last year: we celebrated the jubilee, had a memorial for the Queen, 

commemorated being a Thankful Village, plus also there was Lammas in the Barn, 

Harvest and Pet Service AND we ran the veg table in the bus shelter. Where do you 

want your church to be going? And mostly importantly, how can you help it happen? 

 

 
St James’ Milton Clevedon 
We welcomed families and friends to our Carol Service.  

We really appreciate those from other parishes who 

worship at St. James’ with us. 

On the farm the cows have settled into their winter routine 

and we have only a few cows left to calve.  In the fields 

previous warm weather enabled the grass to grow more 
than usual and now the radishes which are cover crops protecting the soil in winter 

are frequently encrusted with frost. 

Tessa Calver 

 
For the last five years, the Archdeaconry Days have 
formed an important gathering point in the year for people 

across the diocese to gather around a theme to explore and 

grow. Following feedback, we are now renaming them, and they will be known as 
the Everyday Faith event. Our 2023 theme is:  

Everyone, Everywhere Growing in Faith 29 January – 4 February 2023 

For more details visit:  
www.bathandwells.org.uk/faith/everyday-faith/everyday-faith-event 

http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/faith/everyday-faith/everyday-faith-event
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Are you looking out for Jesus? 

In January, our churches enter the season of 

Epiphany which my dictionary defines as ‘a 
moment of sudden and great revelation or 

realization’. I wonder what your epiphanies 

have been? When have you seen things for the 

first time? Experienced the penny dropping? 
Understood things in a new way? 

In our churches, the readings for the Sundays 

of January are all about moments that revealed 
who Jesus is. The arrival of the wise men 

showed that Jesus is for everyone, not just the 

people of Israel. Jesus’s baptism revealed his 

relationship with his Father and the Holy Spirit. The production at Cana of enough 
top-quality red plonk to take several baths in, made clear the abundance of God’s 

love for us. The end of the Epiphany season, the feast of Candlemas (actually 2 

February), marks the moment when Jesus was seen as ‘God’s salvation for all 
peoples’ (Luke 2: 31). 

The challenge with epiphanies is whether we’re looking out for them. If our eyes 

are wide shut, we don’t see an awful lot. Sometimes we need to stand in a different 
place to spot things we haven’t perceived before. So the question I’d like to ask you 

as our new year begins is ‘Where and when are you looking out for the Jesus who 

has been revealed to us?’ 

A practical step you might take to help you on your way is to sign up to be part of 
the ‘Everyday Faith’ events that will be happening around our diocese from 29 

January until 4 February. The aim of these events is to help us look at our faith 

afresh and see things anew from some different perspectives. 

I’m going to be taking part in the Everyday Faith events and they’re going to be 

great. As we enter a new year, why not come and join me? After all, an invitation 

to an epiphany isn’t something that comes your way every day! 

A very Happy New Year to you all, 

Bishop Michael 

Bishop of Bath and Wells 
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Church Services in the Alham Vale Benefice 

SUNDAY 1st January SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS (Gold) 

   9.30 am Parish Communion St Peter Evercreech 

 10.00 am Matins   St Mary Magdalene, Upton Noble 

 11.00 am Parish Communion The Blessed Virgin Mary, Batcombe 

SUNDAY 8
th

 January EPIPHANY (White) 

   9.30 am Parish Communion St Peter, Evercreech 

 10.00 am Parish Communion St Mary Magdalene, Upton Noble 

 11.00 am Parish Communion The Blessed Virgin Mary, Batcombe 

    and the Baptism of Ophelia Addison 

 11.00 am  Worship for Everyone St James, Milton Clevedon 

SUNDAY 15
th

 January SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY (White) 

   9.30 am  Parish Communion St Peter, Evercreech 

 10.00 am Matins   St Mary Magdalene, Upton Noble 

 11.00 am  Parish Communion St Mary & St John, Lamyatt 

 11.00 am  Songs of Praise The Blessed Virgin Mary, Batcombe 

SUNDAY 22
nd

 January EPIPHANY (White) 

   9.30 am Café Church  Evercreech Village Hall 

 10.00 am Parish Communion St Mary Magdalene, Upton Noble 

 11.00 am Parish Communion The Blessed Virgin Mary, Batcombe 

 11.00 am  Worship for Everyone St James, Milton Clevedon 

Thursday 26th January 

 10.30 am  Midweek Communion  St Peter, Evercreech 

SUNDAY 29
th

 January PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE 

TEMPLE (CANDLEMAS) (White) 

     9.30 am  Parish Communion    St Peter Evercreech 

 10.00 am Matins   St Mary Magdalene, Upton Noble 

  6.00 pm  Evensong   The Blessed Virgin Mary, Batcombe 

SUNDAY 5
th

 February THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT (Green) 

   9.30 am Parish Communion St Peter Evercreech 

 10.00 am Matins   St Mary Magdalene, Upton Noble 

 11.00 am All Age Service The Blessed Virgin Mary, Batcombe 

 11.00 am Worship for Everyone St Mary & St John, Lamyatt 
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Helpers at St Peter, Evercreech – January 2023 

 

1st January 

Second Sunday  

of Christmas 

9.30 am Parish 

Communion 

Sidesperson Geoff Knapman 

Reading:     Isaiah 63: 7-9 Alison Stonehouse 

Reading:     Matthew 2: 13-end Janet Rundle 

Prayers Eric Deyes 

Chalice Assistant Nola French 

Sound Andrew Nicholls 

Sacristan Janine Knapman 

8th January 

Epiphany 

9.30 am  

Parish Communion 

Sidesperson Gerald Fry 

Reading:       Isaiah 60: 1-6 Paul Robinson 

Reading:       Matthew 3: 13-end Geoff Hamlet 

Prayers Belinda Canning 

Chalice Assistant Michèle Hole 

Sound Eric Deyes 

Sacristan Nola French 

15th January 

Second Sunday 

of Epiphany 

9.30 am  

Parish Communion 

Sidesperson Val Simmons 

Reading:      Isaiah 49: 1-7 Gill Lindsay 

Reading:      John 1: 29-42 Liz Henderson 

Prayers Sue Deyes 

Chalice Assistant Eric Deyes 

Sound Geoff Knapman 

Sacristan Janine Knapman 

22nd January 

Third Sunday  

of Epiphany 

 9.30 am Café Church at Evercreech Village Hall 

29th January 

Presentation of 

Christ  

Candlemas 

9.30 am 

Communion 

Sidesperson Gerald Fry 

Reading:     Hebrews 2: 14-end Sue Kewish 

Reading:     Luke 2: 22-40 Cherry Lawson 

Prayers Janet Rundle 

Chalice Assistant Geoff Hamlet 

Sound Alan Henderson 

Sacristan Belinda Canning 
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5th February 

Third Sunday  

before Lent 

9.30 am Parish 

Communion 

Sidesperson Jane Neill 

Reading:     Isaiah 58: 1-9a Paul Robinson 

Reading:     Matthew 5: 13-20 Alison Stonelhouse 

Prayers Michèle Hole 

Chalice Assistant Linda Denman 

Sound Gerald Fry 

Sacristan Nola French 

We Need your help 
There are many jobs that need doing to keep St Peter’s Church running smoothly: 

cleaning, serving refreshments, reading etc.  If you would like to help please speak 
to one of the Churchwardens. 

Refreshments at Evercreech       
  1st January Jane Widgery & Meg Wallis 

  8th January Linda Denman & Doreen Poyntz 

15th January Grace Morgan & Val Simmons 
22nd January Hilary Foster & Janine Knapman  

  (Village Hall) 

29th January Jane Neill & Alison Stonehouse 
5th February Hazel Fry & Margaret Elliott 

 

 

EVERCREECH RELIEF IN NEED 
Charity Commission Registered – 205527 

The trustees of Evercreech Relief in Need are able to make modest grants to help 

people in the village and would consider problems which arise as a result of 

increased home energy prices as a valid reason to apply. 

We will try to help quickly where needed, but the overall sum we can give is limited 
and we may need to delay some grants until we see the total amount of help 

requested, so that we can allocate the money available as fairly as possible.  

However, due to the generosity of the organisers of the recent village ‘After Show 
Party’ who have given the proceeds of the Charity Raffle held during the evening 

to Relief in Need Fund, we will have slightly more funds available at this time of 

potential hardship. 
 

Applications should be sent via letter or email to: The Chairman:  

Dr David Lindsay, Southwell House, Shapway Lane, Evercreech BA4 6JS 

dlandgl@btinternet.com 

or The Clerk: Michèle Hole, Bowns View, Weymouth Road, Evercreech BA4 6JB 

holemiche@aol.com 

mailto:dlandgl@btinternet.com
mailto:holemiche@aol.com
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Evercreech Friendship Club 

“Where Friends are Made” 

First may we wish everyone a 

“Very Happy and Healthy New Year” 

We hope you had a nice Christmas and now for the first 
time in three years we are preparing a full programme 

for 2023. With the help of Evercreech Parish Council we 

are able to offer free transport for bus pass and Disabled Blue Badge holders from 
Gartons Mead and surrounding area. So if you are over 55 and would like to join 

our club you would be most welcome. Our first meeting on 24th January is the 

popular picture quiz “on the big screen” then February 28th the yearly Bring and 
Buy sale. Meetings start at 2pm in Evercreech Village Hall and include a Raffle, 

Greetings Card Stall, tea and biscuits.    

God Bless and KEEP SAFE!! See you all in 2023 

For more information, please contact one of the following:  

Edward Porter(Chairman)  830015 or Freda Boyce (Secretary) 830703  

Warm Space 
Are you worrying? 

➢ about feeling cold?   

➢ about your heating bills? 

➢ about loneliness? 

Help is at hand!  St Peter’s church is sponsoring a Warm Space!  Hot drinks will 

be served. 

When? Every Monday afternoon from 9th January to 27th February. 

Where? In the back room of the Village Hall.  (We will consider moving 

into the main hall, depending on numbers and availability.) 
What time? From 2pm – 4pm. 

How much? We are not charging. 

Anne Sear (on behalf of St Peter’s PCC) 

Evercreech Explorer Scouts is an active and adventurous 

Explorer Scout Unit offering Scouting to 13½-18 year olds within a 15 
mile radius of Evercreech. We meet Thursdays 7.30 to 9.30 pm during 

term time. You can follow our adventures on both Facebook and Instagram. 

Interested in joining or finding out more? Email gunnerexplore@gmail.com or 

sign up at tinyurl.com/vj3roqs                     

Natalie Ashford (Gunner), Explorer Scout Leader   
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Many people believe that Citizens Advice is a government 
funded agency, but this isn’t the case and we rely on 

donations and project funding to support our work, as well 

as statutory support from local Parish Councils. We 
provide free, independent, confidential, and impartial 

advice to everyone on their rights and responsibilities across the Mendip district of 

Somerset. We value diversity, promote equality and challenge discrimination.  

To contact Citizens Advice Mendip please phone 0808 27 87 842 between 10 am 

and 4 pm, Monday to Friday, or visit www.citizensadvicemendip.org.uk 

 
Safe Families is a national charity that believes 

that no one should feel alone, and that everyone 
deserves to belong in community. When families 

are isolated, and they feel there is no one there to 

help them, that can be a scary place. It can also be difficult to know how best to 
support isolated families in your community.  

Safe Families is recruiting volunteers across the whole of Somerset. If you would 

like to find out how you can be involved then please visit: 

www.safefamilies.uk or email: dawnholmes@safefamilies.uk  

Mental Health and Wellbeing for 
Young People 

The Hub of Hope is a nationwide mental health 

database bringing help and support together in one 

place.  The app can be downloaded and is very easy 

to use, it helps you find much needed support using your phone’s location.   Hub of 
Hope believes that no matter what you are going through, you shouldn’t have to do 

it alone. https://hubofhope.co.uk. 

Other useful websites are:  

Young Somerset’s wellbeing Service  

www.youngsomerset.org.uk/wellbeing-support 

Somerset Big Tent bring together local organisations that offer 
support to children and families.  They also run weekly virtual hubs 

for young people and parents.  www.somersetbigtent.org.uk 

For further Health and Wellbeing tips, advice and information including self-help 

support for parents and carers go to the public health website: 
 www.cypsomersethealth.org 

http://www.citizensadvicemendip.org.uk/
https://hubofhope.co.uk/
http://www.youngsomerset.org.uk/wellbeing-support
http://www.somersetbigtent.org.uk/
http://www.cypsomersethealth.org/
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www.evercreechshowsociety.uk     www.facebook.com/evercreechshowsociety/ 

Membership queries: Andrew andrewctucker@btinternet.com 01749 830695 

We are always grateful for extra help, before or on the day of each event.  

Contact Andy: andrewarlee@googlemail.com  

Date for your diary: 

Saturday 11 February 2023: Coffee Morning, St Peter’s Church 

AGM and social evening - 7.30pm Wednesday 7 December. 

On such a cold winter evening it was encouraging to have a good turn-out for the 

AGM, and mulled wine and mince pies were a welcome addition to the evening’s 
proceedings.  The officers’ reports, with clear messages about future community 

involvement and co-operation, alongside collaboration with neighbouring villages 

to share equipment and other resources, were well received.  Simon Rundle was 

warmly welcomed to the committee as the new Treasurer.  

Two members stood down from the committee after many years of service between 

them - David Lindsay latterly as President and Sandra Powell as Treasurer.  The 
Chair reminded the meeting of the hard work and commitment they have both 

demonstrated to the committee, to the Show Society and to the village.  Their 

dedication has inspired the Chair to propose two new awards to be presented 
annually as part of the Village Show.  They will be known as the Powell and 

Lindsay awards, to be presented to the individual and organisation respectively who 

have contributed significantly to the village in the previous year. 

The evening closed with four teams competing in a fun pub quiz with no prizes save 

for the glory of winning! 
Happy New Year 

PUTIN’S WAR – 6.30 pm 2nd March, Batcombe Jubilee Hall 

We are extremely fortunate to have arranged for Gen Sir Richard Shirreff to come 

to talk about the war in Ukraine.  Before becoming a best-selling author, broadcaster 

and international strategy advisor, his last role in the Army as Deputy Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe carried responsibility for the coordination of all 

European defence strategy. 

Order your tickets now at eventbrite.co.uk, search for Putin’s War ref: 
484998241797.  Further information in the February magazine or contact Clare at  

glaisher@btinternet.com 

http://www.evercreechshowsociety.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/evercreechshowsociety/
mailto:andrewctucker@btinternet.com
mailto:andrewarlee@googlemail.com
mailto:glaisher@btinternet.com
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION (RBL)     
(Evercreech Branch) 

RBL Support Services 

Contact the Royal British Legion, phone 0808 802 8080 or visit: 

www.britishlegion.org.uk and select the tab for ‘get support’  

Contact Veterans Gateway, who offer information, advice and 

support to veterans and their families. Phone 0808 801 1212, or visit: 

www.veteransgateway.org.uk   

Evercreech & District Local History Society 
www.evercreechhistorysociety.org.uk 

Tuesday,17th January, 7.30 p.m.   Evercreech Village Hall 

Jenny Newton – Detecting Evercreech 

We start the New Year off with Jenny (who is a local metal detectorist and 

committee member) talking about the history that’s buried beneath our feet in and 

around Evercreech, and how clues to it are increasingly being discovered by metal 
detectorists.  What can they tell us about our village? Are detectorists really adding 

knowledge as historians, or are they just digging for treasure to take away and hide 

in their own cupboards? And where is the Evercreech Hoard anyway? 

The cost is £3.00 per person (cash only please) which will also include a cup of 

coffee or tea.  We will have our book table displaying the various publications of 

local interest for you to purchase. 

Val Bath, Secretary 

Talks for The Arts Society Mendip  
(Live and online) 

10th January 2023: Art and Architecture: Estranged 

Bedfellows: Richard Whincop describes the divergance of 
these qualities since the Renaissance.   

7th February:  The collections of Napoleon and Josephine in 

Chateau Malmaison: Carole Petipher uses the collection to gain an insight into the 

pair’s appeal. 

Meetings are at 11.00am, in Croscombe Village Hall (and simultaneously via Zoom 

- links will be sent to all members).  Our full programme is available on our website; 

www.theartssocietymendip.org.uk.  For a donation of £6 Guests are welcome, on 
request to tasmendip.comm@gmail.com.  

http://www.evercreechhistorysociety.org.uk/
http://www.theartssocietymendip.org.uk/
mailto:tasmendip.comm@gmail.com.
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Evercreech WI 

Evercreech WI broke with tradition this year and had a lovely 
festive meal at The Bell Inn, Evercreech instead of a 

Christmas party.   

We are now back to ‘normal’ (well nearly) with meetings and 
are very much looking forward to playing board games on 10th January, why not 

come along, meet new friends and have some fun. We welcome all, and it would be 

lovely to see you. We meet every month on the second Tuesday at 7.30pm in 

Evercreech Village Hall, we have a varied programme of speakers, crafts and 
activities, so why not make your New Year's resolution to try us out! 

Maxine Clinton 
President Evercreech WI 

Somerset Bus Partnership Welcomes Flat Rate Fare Proposals 

Somerset Bus Partnership welcomes the Government's plan to 
provide up to £60 million, to enable bus operators to cap single 

adult bus fares at £2. The £2 flat fare comes in from the 

beginning of January and will continue through to the end of to 
March 2023. Most bus operators are expected to adopt the 

scheme.  The current average single fare for a 3-mile journey is 

estimated at over £2.80, meaning that the new fare will save passengers almost 30% 

of the price every time they travel.  

In addition, Somerset County Council currently plans to introduce a £1 single/ £2 

return bus fare in Taunton, as part of its Bus Service Improvement Plan.  Somerset 

Bus Partnership welcomes this initiative but emphasises the need to procure further 
funding to enable this flat rate fare to be extended across all of Somerset.  Somerset 

Bus Partnership Co-Chair, Peter Travis, said, “Bus usage declined in Somerset in 

the last decade, and even more so during to the pandemic. We need initiatives like 

these to restore and improve passenger levels. Encouraging people to choose buses 
over cars helps to reduce carbon emissions. It is estimated that the Government's 

£60 million will reduce car journeys by at least 2 million and cut pollution and 

congestion for all of us.” 

Somerset Bus Partnership will continue to work closely with Somerset County 

Council to encourage bus use and ensure implementation of the Bus Service 

Improvement Plan across the county. Contact us at:  
somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com 

http://www.somersetbuspartnership.co.uk/  

https://www.facebook.com/Somerset-Bus-Partnership-105704811629827 

Peter Travis, Co-Chair Somerset Bus Partnership 

mailto:somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com
http://www.somersetbuspartnership.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Somerset-Bus-Partnership-105704811629827
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Happy New Year from everyone at 
Evercreech Films.  We hope you enjoyed the 

festive break. 

We will be screening 'The Lost King' (12A) in the Village Hall on Saturday 21st 

January at 7.15pm. The running time is 1h 48m. 

In 2012, having been lost for over 500 years, the remains of King Richard III were 

discovered beneath a carpark in Leicester. The search had been orchestrated by an 

amateur historian, Philippa Langley, whose unrelenting research had been met with 
incomprehension by her friends and family and with scepticism by experts and 

academics. THE LOST KING is the life-affirming true story of a woman who 

refused to be ignored and who took on the country's most eminent historians, 
forcing them to think again about one of the most controversial kings in England's 

history.  Stars Steven Coogan, Sally Hawkins, Shonagh Price, Lewis Macleod. 

Join us for a relaxing evening with refreshments available at the bar, and 

comfortable cabaret style seating. 

Doors will open at 18.30 for a 19.15 start.  Tickets are £5 for adults and £3.50  

for children 12 and under and can be booked in advance by emailing  

evercreechfilms@gmail.com or by calling/texting 07765 892004. (Children must 
be accompanied by an adult). 

We hope to see you there! 

THE JUBILEE HALL,  
BATCOMBE, BA4 6HE 
DOORS OPEN 7.00 PM, 
SCREENING 7.45 PM 

Friday 20th January 2023      MASTER CHENG 
Dir. Mika Kaurismäki / 2019 / 114 mins / PG 

When Master Cheng (Pak Hon Chu) arrives in a remote Finnish village with his young 

son Nunjo (Lucas Hsuan), he’s in search of someone he used to know in Shanghai.  

Unable to help find his friend, café owner Sirkka (Anna-Maija Tuokka) offers him 

accommodation instead and in return Cheng helps her in the kitchen.  Her customers 

are initially sceptical but won over by his cooking, he becomes a celebrated part of the 

community and when his tourist visa runs out, the villagers seek to make a plan so he 

can stay.  Part drolly humorous comedy, part quietly unassuming romance and 

beautifully shot, the film lovingly depicts both Finland’s idyllic countryside and 

Cheng’s mouth-watering creations.  
BBFC Insight: mild bad language   Finnish / Mandarin with subtitles plus English 

Free parking ~ Licensed bar ~ Tea & coffee 
Hearing loop ~ Wheelchair access 

For further information, please contact Ann Biddle 01749 850307 

  

mailto:evercreechfilms@gmail.com
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Evercreech Parish Council 

It was a great pleasure to be part of the Tree Lighting ceremony in the village. It is 
without doubt a really popular event, judging by the amount of people who attend 

each year. Who doesn’t like a bit of carol singing on a crisp winters evening.  

Thanks must definitely go to the Old Stores for their hard work all day creating 
decorations with members of the parish, and to the church for creating a warm space 

to gather afterwards and enjoy a mince pie and a glass of mulled wine with friends. 

The Perfect way to start the Christmas festivities. 

The Parish Council are in the process of seeking renovation for the monument in 
the hope we can preserve this historic part of the village for years to come.  A new 

bench has already been installed and new plaques are being ordered. One to replace 

the previous and a new one to mark the Late Queen’s Jubilee.  

On the subject of benches, we will be removing a bench from Queens Road Playing 

Field as it is now beyond repair, this would be an opportunity if anyone in the village 

would like to install a memorial bench once the space becomes available.  We are 

pleased also to tell you that a company has now been approached regarding the 
build of a new skate park and we are awaiting a schedule of works.  

We still have a vacancy for a Councillor, if you would like to get involved then 

please contact the clerk in the first instance. clerk@evercreech-pc.gov.uk  

Finally, I hope you had a wonderful Christmas and New Year. The next full Council 

Meeting will be on 10th January 2023 at 7pm  

 Lesley Parham  Chair 

Digital Cafe 

Shepton Mallet Library has teamed up with the volunteer group Spark Somerset and 

Mendip Health Connections to run a Digital Cafe.  

The Digital Cafe is designed to help people to get the best out of their smartphones, 
tablets, iPads, laptops or computers, and is a drop-in session, in the library, on 

Thursday afternoons between 2.00pm and 4.00pm.  

A Spark IT Digital Champion is available to answer specific questions, provide help 

with using a variety of devices and generally assist with any difficulties in using the 
internet. They can also signpost for further advice and support.  

These are free, drop-in sessions so no booking is necessary but there may be a wait 

if its busy. If you would like to know more, ask library staff or call Spark iT on 
01458 550977  

mailto:clerk@evercreech-pc.gov.uk
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DIARY 

Monday 2nd January 10.00 am Walking Group leave from Evercreech 
Village Hall 

Thursday 5th January  First day of term, Evercreech C of E Primary School 

Saturday 7th January   8.30 am   Men’s Breakfast, The Bell Inn  
 10.30 am  Coffee Morning, Lamyatt Village Hall  

Monday 9th January 10.00 am  Little Fishes, St Peter’s Evercreech 

Tuesday 10th January   7.00 pm  Evercreech Parish Council Meeting,  

                                              Evercreech Village Hall Back Room 
  7.30 pm  Evercreech WI Evercreech Village Hall 

Saturday 14th January 10.00 am  Coffee Morning for Ukraine 

St Peter’s Church Evercreech 

Tuesday 17th January   7.30 pm History Society, Evercreech Village Hall 

Wednesday 18th January    Deadline for January Parish Magazine 

Saturday 21st January   7.15 pm Evercreech Films, Evercreech Village Hall 

Tuesday 24th January     2.00 pm Friendship Club, Evercreech Village Hall 

Thursday 26th January     7.30 pm  Evercreech PCC, St Peter’s Church  

Saturday 4th February   8.30 am   Men’s Breakfast, The Bell Inn  

Monday 6th February 10.00 am Walking Group leave from Evercreech 
Village Hall 

  

The copy date for the  
February 2023 Magazine is 

WEDNESDAY 18
th

 JANUARY 

Please send items and diary dates to evercreech.news@gmail.com 

leave in the Evercreech News drawer at the back of St Peter’s Church  
or contact 07732 783190 

Please restrict articles and reports to 350 words Notices to 100 words. 

If you do not regularly submit items for the magazine it is advisable to send 

in well before the deadline as space is limited. 

We reserve the right to edit any item submitted 

 



 

 

huttonbrown 
painting & decorating 
Established family company 

OUR SERVICES: 

Period and heritage 

Dustless sanding 

Spay/brush finish 

Wallpaper hanging 

UPVC windows 

WHY CHOOSE US: 

50 years of experience 

Unrivalled quality 

Highest level of finishing 

A* communication 

Call John: 07711 657170 or text images 

for instant quote and availability. 

 

PET WATCH 

(Established 1992)  

* Mature, reliable local PET 
SITTER available to care for 
your pets in their own home 

* Lots of T.L.C. and cuddles 

* Feeding and exercise 

* Weekends/Weekly 

* Live in or visit daily 

* References available 

For more information please 
contact: Janet Murray on 

01749 830480 or 07968 683058 
j-murray15@sky.com 

 

Faerie Kid  
Goats’ Milk 

Soap 

Quality handmade soaps 
incorporating full cream 

goats’ milk.  

Unscented, or with a hint of 
various essential oils and 

fragrances. 

Available at the monthly  
Coffee Mornings in  
St Peter’s Church 

Or email: 
carol@cannards.co.uk 

 

2023 Subscription 

£5 for delivered or emailed copies, 

£13.50 for posted copies.  

Thank you to those of you have 

already paid your 2023 subs. 

Payment can be made by cash or 

cheque (made payable to Evercreech 

Church Magazine Account) left in the 

Evercreech News drawer at the back 
of St Peter’s Church or given to the 

person who delivers your magazine. 

or by BACS Sort Code: 090151   
Acc No: 47765501 

 



 

 



 

  



 
 

Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaning 
• Powerful Van Mounted Equipment 

• Residential & Commercial Cleaning 

• Pre and End of Tenancy Cleaning 

• Stains & Pet Odour Removal 

• No VAT 

• Small Family Business 

   A carpet cleaner you can trust! 

Call Sally 

Mobile: 07766117219 

Tel: 01749 440011 

www.stainaway.co.uk 

 
 

 

TURN TO US FOR HELP AND SUPPORT 

In your time of need we’ll take care of all the funeral arrangements. 
Call us 24 hours a day. 

• Funeral Pre-Payment Plans  

• Memorials 

ALFRED R. W. CONNOCK & SON 
The Croft, 27 West Shepton, Shepton Mallet, BA4 5UL 

Tel: 01749 342589 

Part of Dignity Ltd, a British Company 
 



 
 

 

 

 

E S T AB L IS HE D 1 9 3 3  

INDEPENDENT FA MILY  FUNERAL  DIR ECTORS  
MEMORIAL  MASONS  

Owned by Forsey and Son 
 

Ashdene, Doulting, Shepton Mallet, BA4 4QQ 

01749 880271       
www.trotmanfuneral.co.uk 

 
Trotman Funeral Directors is an appointed representative of the Golden Charter Limited trading as Golden 

Charter Funeral Plans, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN 965279) 

 


