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Thursday 1st 10.00 Holy Communion
(Holy Trinity)

Sunday 4th

Advent 2
09.45 Parish Eucharist

Monday 5th 19.15 PCCMeeting

Wednesday 7th 09.30 Holy Communion
(St.Paul’s)

12.00- Foodbank
15.00

Sunday 11th

Advent 3
09.45 All Aboard

Tuesday 13th 13.30 Womens Institute

Wednesday 14th 09.30 Holy Communion (St. Paul’s)
12.00- Foodbank
15.00

Thursday 15th 10.00 Holy Communion
(Holy Trinity)



Sunday 18th

Advent 4
09.45 Parish Eucharist

17.00 SERVICE OF NINE
LESSONS AND
CAROLS [followed by

Annual GRAND DRAW]

Tuesday 20th 19.30 Mother’s Union

Wednesday 21st 09.30 Holy Communion (St. Paul’s)
12.00- Foodbank
15.00

Saturday 24th

CHRISTMAS EVE
17.30 Crib/Christingle Service
Midnight Eucharist is at
Holy Trinity, Freckleton at 23.30

Sunday 25th

CHRISTMAS DAY

10.00 Parish Eucharist



My Dear Friends

Today I’m sat looking out of the window at
the mild weather. It’s hard to understand that
in a few weeks we will be celebrating
Christmas. This year I think everyone is
thinking more about their finances than ever
before.

Maybe it’s a good idea to be realising money doesn’t make
Christmas. Maybe we can look back and remember some of what
made Christmas pasts special. Maybe it was the joy of meeting
family and friends. The jacobs-join on the table etc. The old
fashioned way of seeing Christmas - for celebrating the birth of
Christ.

Christ was born in the stable not in a big extravagant house. The
gifts were given with special meaning. The shepherds left a lamb.
In the well-known carol - ‘what shall I give…..give my heart. They
were all things with a meaning. Something important to
Christ. Perhaps we too could make this a Christmas to remember
- sharing love and kindness instead of expensive presents.

For some people it will be very hard. The money won’t be there to
buy expensive gifts and this must be hard for children. That’s
where the true meaning of Christmas becomes lost. They
compare with each other what gifts they receive. I know someone
who has one set of grandparents who are very wealthy. The other
set are an ordinary working class family and they spent a lot of
time with the children. They show them how to make biscuits and
work in Grandad’s shed and garden. So, when the large amount
of money that came from the wealthy grandparents arrived, it
didn’t mean any more than the small amount from the other
grandparents.



One set of grandparents had given the children something that
money can’t buy. They had given of themselves. They had
showed the children what good fun it is to be together and learn
how to make things.

Life, if you can achieve it in this expensive age, can be family
oriented. It can place the time you spend with friends and family,
sharing and caring, as the most important thing

Let’s hope we can all meet together with our friends and families
and have a lovely Christmas. Time shared, food shared and
presents bought with thoughtfulness. Bought with the true spirit of
Christmas - LOVE!

As ever, I wish you a very loving and caring Christmas, hoping
the Christ-child is in your hearts now and always.

Love and Prayers
Reverend Chris



CHURCHWARDEN’S NOTES

We always welcome visitors and so it was an especial pleasure to help
to host a recent visit by a group of young people and their Leaders from
our German link Diocese of Braunschweig in Northern Saxony. What a
great bunch of young folk they were! On the morning of their coming to
Warton they had set to and baked a large batch of scones, which Lin
enhanced with strawberry jam and cream (actually brought along to
accompany her own baking!) which formed a feast. In fact, we
continued it by eating the defrosted leftovers on the Sunday following!
Our German friends sang to us and we also listened to a fine piano solo.
My thanks to the ladies and gentlemen who helped to make it a very
happy occasion indeed, as well as Craig Eckersley, our official
Timmerlah representative, who popped in to say “hello”.

*******
For reasons beyond our control, production of last month’s Church
Magazine was delayed. This reminded me of the debt of gratitude we
owe to our Director of Music, Stewart Hankinson, who makes time in
his very busy schedule to edit and print it, every month, and to a very
high standard. Regrettably, it is likely that a small increase in the price
will soon be inevitable. Please may I ask all readers to encourage others
to support our magazine even if only by passing their own copy on.
Equally may I suggest that we try to patronise the advertisers who
contribute towards maintaining this valuable part of Church life and, if
there is any written contribution you wish to make, the Editor will of
course welcome it.

*******
Here is some good news! Since the major work was done on the south-
facing roof we have not been able to use the Side Chapel which at the
time became a much-needed storage area. In a very kind gesture,
Raymond Braithwaite is having the entire chapel restored in memory of
his beloved wife, Barbara.



This in no way diminishes the fact that the chapel is that of “Christ the
carpenter” which, in June 1969, was dedicated to the memory of Mark
Battersby the four-year-old son of the then Vicar. Our sincere thanks to
you Raymond as we look forward to seeing and using the restored
chapel next year.

*******
November 13th marked Remembrance Sunday, when the church was
packed with about 180 worshippers of whom some fifty were young
people. Our very good friend, Rev Steve Haskett led the service which
again followed the pattern of that occurring at the same time in
Whitehall.

It was good to see so many uniforms and flags on parade as well as the
multitude of wreathes laid by village organisations. Now, none of this
could happen without a lot of hard work beforehand. So here I want to
record my sincere thanks, on behalf of us all, to Master of Ceremonies,
Mike Willetts MBE who yet again mustered his willing helpers as well
as himself making all the essential prior arrangements.

As the church heating boiler had unexpectedly broken down the day
before it was very fortunate that we were blessed with mild and fine
weather for this important village event.

Audrey



Christmas, Coffee, Cake, Chat, Church
So how many more words beginning with ‘C’ can we get into a
title?
If you fancy a cup of something hot, a nibble on a mince pie or
fruit cake and the chance to chat with friends old and new.
Then St Paul’s at 1.30pm on the 8th of December is the time
and place for you.
Tea, coffee, mince pies and cake will be served in the Church to
all our friends as part of the run-up to Christmas. We hope that
former members of the Congregation will be able to join us – all
are welcome, do come along.
If you know someone who would love to join us but is not so
mobile. Just let us know and we can organize transport if
required.
Lin & Mike Willetts 01772 635516

John and I would like to wish all our
friends at St. Paul’s Church a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We would like to say how thankful
we are for all your thoughts, prayers
and support over the last year.
It is so greatly appreciated.

Love from John and Margaret Jacob



On Sunday 13th November, it was wonderful to see, for a second year
running, a packed Church for a very dignified service of Remembrance.
To have so many young people in their various uniforms was brilliant
and our young man from St Paul’s School read the “we will remember
them” exhortation beautifully. The wreaths around the memorial, were
as poignant as ever and they will remain on view now the memorial has
been replaced in its normal position.
But did you know that our memorial, which is now 100 years old, does
not show the names of all those Wartonians who gave their lives?
There are at least three missing names from 1914-18 and none of the
known 1939-45 casualties are recorded. For some time now, it has
been an ambition to rectify this situation, but there is no space on the
existing oak panels. We have a design to extend the memorial with
new, matching, panels on either side; unfortunately this will require
high quality cabinet-making and carving skills, which are expensive; a
recent estimate puts the cost at over £2500. There is no funding
available at the moment, so the plan is to seek grants and to launch an
appeal for donations.
We can never give as much as they gave, could you contribute to their
memory?

For details, talk to Mike Willetts, Audrey or Colin Charnley.



Please come and join us for the Warton Singers first
concert amid the splendid surroundings and acoustics of
our beautiful church.
Many church members are in the choir and your support
would be extremely welcome. Music to suit all tastes,
seasonal refreshments and a very large raffle.
Ask any member of the church choir or Mike Willetts for
tickets. Alternatively contact Sally on the number below.
You’ll be sorry if you missed it when everyone’s talking
about it!



Jaguar Hair Studio
For all the family’s hair care
LythamRoad, Warton
Tel: 01772 635191



WARTIME WARTON [4]
At the time “It can be done”, from which these extracts are taken, was
published, the President of the American-based BAD#2 Association was
larger-than-life Sam Goldberg. Here is his take on a couple of aspects
life all those years earlier.

One evening at BAD#2, I decided to go to the movies. When I came out,
a dense fog had arrived. |It was so dense that I was unable to see my
hand in front of my face. I started walking in what I thought was the
direction to my Site. I had no idea whether I was going in the correct
direction until I heard female giggling. I yelled “which way to the Site?”
A male voice got me on the right path. Saved by an M.P!

My first foray to Blackpool Tower proved interesting. Prior to receiving
an invitation from President Roosevelt to join the Army Air Corp I was
playing with a small dance band. I was not a dancer. When I went to the
Tower Ballroom, I saw all these people dancing in a huge circle. I could
not see their feet from my vantage point. It appeared like they were on
skates. I had never seen this type of dance and I later learned it was
called Round Dancing. Every dancer was doing the same step in unison.

+++++++++



The Spirit Of Christmas
At Christmas, lights burn brighter,
and friendly hugs get even tighter.
The spirit of Christmas fills the air,
and people seem to really care.

Merry hearts are filled with cheer.
Families and friends all draw near.
The streets around are all filled
despite the cold winter chill.

Everywhere there's smiling faces,
giving and receiving warm embraces.
And for a time, sadness disappear.
Peace, joy and hope replaces fear.

All because God's love came down
and filled the earth all around.

So we celebrate at Christmas time
our Savior and Lord, holy, divine!

We honor Jesus throughout the year
so the Christmas spirit will linger near.
For the story of His birth is ours to tell -
that Jesus became our Emmanuel!

[Lenora McWhorter]



Our Speaker for the October meeting
was Jenny Bennett telling us about
Jenny and Ron's Californian Highlights
in 2013. Jenny showed us lots of really
lovely photos starting with a film of
them on the plane as it took off from
Manchester Airport

They hired a car and shared the
driving. The whole tour was 1275 miles, starting in San Francisco
and finishing in San Diego via Lake Tahoe, Yosemite National
Park, Monterey, and Palm Springs. After a couple of nights in
San Francisco, they drove over the Sierra Nevada mountains via
Echo Summit at 7382ft to arrive at Lake Tahoe. Here they visited
a lookout called Inspiration Point overlooking Emerald Bay,
which fully lived up to its name. They also visited Tallac Historical
park which was built in the 1860's as a holiday resort.

A further drive over Luther Pass at 7740ft and Carson Pass at
8574ft took them to Yosemite National Park. As it was extremely
hot, they got up early in the mornings to complete their walks to
the Upper Falls and Vernal Falls in slightly cooler weather.
Moving on from Yosemite, they went through Kings Canyon to
Sequoia NP and were absolutely amazed at the giant sequoia
trees; General Grant which is the second largest and 2000 years
old and General Sherman which is the largest known single stem
tree on earth and estimated to be around 2,200 to 2,700 years
old.

They arrived in Monterey in time for the 4th of July celebrations
which were quite spectacular. Then on to Palm Springs, a city in
the Sonoran Desert and known for its hot springs, stylish hotels,
golf courses and spas.



They ventured up the tramway for 2½ half miles to San Jacinto
peak with its magnificent views of the city in the desert. They
drove out into the desert to the Joshua Tree NP which is named
after its twisted and bristled trees. Their final destination was San
Diego where they visited the renowned Zoo which specialises in
conservation work and also Balboa Park where there are a
number of museums set in gardens galore.

A wonderful 3-week holiday with so many magnificent and awe-
inspiring sights.

Pam

Steven R Baxendale
Funeral Director

Personal Service Day or Night Chapel of Repose
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Independent, long-established, family firm
Aldersyde, 189 Kirkham Road

Freckleton, Tel: 01772 632514
Email:steven@rbaxendale.co.uk

www.srbaxendale-funeraldirectors.co.uk

mailto:steven@rbaxendale.co.uk
http://www.srbaxendale-funeraldirectors.co.uk


As I tucked into my slice of delicious Victoria Sponge at the crowded
Church Café after last Sunday’s service, I reflected that, in a world of
stress and trouble, Church Café is all about goodness in action and,
believe me, in spite of what the media say there’s lots of that about
everywhere.

Then I recalled how, only a very short time ago we celebrated 300 years
of Christian worship on or very near to the spot I was occupying. I
began to wonder, what was it like in Britain 300 years ago when the
rustic and decrepit building, we now see only on late 19c sepia
photographs, was newly built?

Well, it was for sure a troublesome time - but aren’t they all? George 1
was King. Ridiculed as an uncouth German, he had German mistresses
and became estranged from his wife, who took her own lover. Even
though England and Scotland were now officially united, by 1722 the
Scots, Welsh and Irish were all causing problems, stability was
undermined by conspiracies and wars raged in Europe.

Britain was, effectively, a one-party state with General Elections easily
rigged. A few privileged men had a vote and hustings were raucous and
frequently violent. A third of children died before 15yrs and poverty
rates were high with large numbers of families struggling to buy bread
and living in abject conditions or in Workhouses.



As my daydream faded and I returned to the present day, with its recent
headlines portraying us as “all doomed” in the words of the famous
Dad’s Army character, I decided that having lived through many cycles
of problems- (and it just took a few bites of history and a mouth-
watering slice of Church Café cake) I tend to feel that we don’t have it
so bad after all.



Nine Lessons and Carols
On December 18th at 5pm in Church we hold our own service of Nine
Lessons and Carols. But do you know when it all began?

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols has been taking place at King’s
College, Cambridge since 1918, and was first broadcast by the BBC in
1928. However, the format itself goes back earlier than this. It was, in
fact, in Truro, Cornwall on 24 December 1880 that the Right
Rev. Edward White Benson, Bishop of Truro, led the first Nine Lessons
and Carols service.

Benson’s attention at the time was to give the local people something to
distract them from spending the evening in the pub, and the venue of the
service was surprisingly modest – with the city’s new Cathedral still
under construction, it took place in a temporary wooden building
holding just 400 people.

However, carols were in existence far earlier than this……….

A carol is a festive song of praise or joy. The word is derived from the
Old French word ‘carole’, a circle dance accompanied by singers.
Caroles were dance songs from the mid-12th to the mid-14th century.
Carols were not originally composed for religious purposes. Rather,
they were written during all four seasons, as a means of expressing
thanks and gratitude. An example of this secular, pagan practice is the
use of caroling during the celebration of the Festival of Yule, when
Northern Europeans would come together to celebrate the Winter
Solstice, the shortest day of the year.

With this pagan practice so close to Christmas time, early Christians
took over the pagan melodies and rewrote the lyrics to have a religious
context and meaning. This practice of adopted pagan rituals, reassigning
religious messages, and distributing them was very common.

https://www.classical-music.com/features/articles/carol-singing-when-did-the-tradition-begin/


While there is a lot of mystery surrounding the origins of Christmas
caroling, there are many theories as to where the practice
originated. Wassailing, an Old Norwegian term, refers to the act of
dressing in shawls and top hats, going door to door and spreading
Christmas spirit through religious song. Caroling is an oral tradition
passed down from generation to generation. Caroling was believed to be
conducted by poor citizens in feudal societies who would sing in
exchange for food. Another theory suggests that carolers took to the
streets because originally churches did not allow parishioners to engage
in singing during worship.

O Little Town of Bethlehem
A Boston minister named Philips Brooks pilgrimaged to the holy town of
Bethlehem in Christmas of 1866. Inspired by his experiences in the
sacrosanct city, he penned a poem entitled O Little Town of
Bethlehem for his parish's Sunday school. Lewis H. Redner, the church's
organist, was asked to compose the music for the poem, and legend has it
that the song was born the very evening before it premiered in their
church.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Published in 1739 in Hymns and Sacred Poems, this exalting tune about
the birth of Jesus Christ was actually written by Charles Wesley, the
founder of Methodism, and put to music by renowned German composer
Felix Mendelssohn.
O Come, All Ye Faithful

An ancient carol, probably originally composed by Cistercian monks in
the Middle Ages. We can thank an exiled English Catholic for our
English version. It was illegal to practice the Catholic Faith in England
from 1588 to 1829. John Wade, having escaped to France, had a
successful career as a musical copyist known for his beautiful
calligraphy. In 1751, he penned “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” the first
know version of the carol in English.

https://www.allclassical.org/the-stories-of-twelve-famous-carols/
https://interestingliterature.com/2015/12/10-of-the-best-classic-christmas-carols-and-the-stories-behind-them/


We had nearly a full complement for
our Annual Meeting which began with
the minutes from 2021. The Annual
report showed what a busy year we’ve
had starting with the Christmas party
where a class from St. Paul’s School
entertained us.

Following our meal out in January, we then learnt about Will
making and future planning. In March we had a talk about Trinity
Hospice and following the very kind donation of a quilt by Sandra
Ainscow, we were able to give them the sum of £85. Flowers
were the order in April and then in May we were marooned on a
desert island with Robinson Crusoe but luckily were rescued in
time to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum

Jubilee in June with a Posh Afternoon Tea. Unfortunately our trip
to Canada in July was cancelled but in August we learnt all about
the Commonwealth War Graves. September was closer to home
in Kirkham and finally at our 99th birthday party, David Hoyle
reminded us of local events which had occurred during this time.

The accounts were distributed, proposed by Rosemary,
seconded by Barbara and unanimously agreed. Pam was
thanked for all her hard work on keeping everything
accurate to the penny!

Throughout the year, our Crafty Ladies have made blankets for
Ukraine. For Blackpool Victoria Hospital they have made baby
blankets for stillborn babies and are now making layettes. For
their work in arranging these wonderful items, the Janet
Hargreaves Rosebowl was presented to Hazel Knight and
Barbara Maguire.

The winner with the most points in the monthly competitions was
Pauline Mayland.



The committee were re-elected and welcomed new member
Yvonne. Jenny then stepped down as President, a role she has
held for 14 years and was presented with a beautiful small quilt,
again made by the clever hands of Sandra Ainscow.

After refreshments, social time involved the making of Christmas
cards or some colouring and of course lots of chatter!!

Our Christmas party is on Tuesday December 13th when we will
again be entertained by St. Paul’s School.

Love, Jenny

***************************

We held our Annual meeting in November. After 14 years as our
president Jenny stood down. She became our treasurer in 2005
and then president in 2008, we were all sad to see her go
But we were all really pleased to welcome our new president
Michelle Holt. We also had a new member on the committee

We are already making plans for our 100th Birthday next
October. Despite the Covid and other restrictions we managed to
fit a a great deal into our year lots interesting speakers, plenty of
local trips out. We had monthly craft group meetings and made
several items for charity including a blanket for peace for
Ukraine, baby blankets, cannula covers and baby clothes for
Victoria Hospital.

We finished the meeting with a coffee and chat plus making a
Christmas card and colouring. New members and visitors always
welcome, we meet in Warton Village Hall 1.30 pm on the
2nd Tuesday of the month. Except for January when we have a
meal out.

Pam



MARSDENS
FUNERAL HOME
Robert Rigby
Funeral Director

Providing a caring
dignified

and professional
service

148 Lytham
Road Warton
PR4 1XE

Tel: 01772 634100



DECEMBER
SUNDAY ROTAS

(9.45am services only until further notice)

Date Sidespeople
4th December June Wikins

John Leadbeater
11th December Simon Eccleston

Colin Bent
18th December John Leadbeater

Lorraine Higginson
25th December

Date Coffee
4th December Kathy Baptist

Kate Parker
11th December Deborah Cherry

Lorraine Higginson
18th December Barbara Fenton

Stewart Newall
25th December No Coffee



October Meeting

It was lovely to see so many people in
the Hall

“Lytham Club Day – a retrospective
view” by Anne Aitken

Anne started her talk with the origins of Lytham Club Day.
Only Lancashire and Cheshire have events called Club Day.
Lytham’s first was in 1840 and it was held on a Wednesday
and was for men only - women were working! By 1850 they
were getting boring with just men walking, so bands were
included in the processions. Then in 1887 a Lifeboat was
included in the parade. There was also, a football tournament
with 150 players.

In 1894 the Rose Queen Festival was introduced. Annie
Johnstone from St. Cuthberts Church, Lytham was the first
ever Rose Queen. Her father was a gardener from Lytham
Hall. Wykeham Clifton crowned her with a crown made of
Roses. The same design is used to this day. There was also a
Fair and sports were held at Lytham Cricket Club for the
first time.

Wykeham Clifton crowned all the Rose Queens until his death
in 1915. In 1902, instead of going to The Coronation of
Edward V11 with 8 other members of his family, he stayed in
Lytham to do his duly.



Mary Blacow from St Peter’s Church in Lytham was the Rose
Queen in 1909. Unfortunately, rain stopped Club Day and it
continued to rain for 2 days. This was the year school
children were invited to walk in the parade.

In 1913 the Club Day date was changed to July for King
George V and Queen Mary’s visit and on a Monday. This didn’t
go down very well and wasn’t very well attended.

In 1935 Club Day and the route was changed so that a sick
Lytham School boy, Joseph Thompson who lived in Trent
Street, could see the parade. Sadly, he died that night.
From 1939, for 6 years, Doreen Eaves was the longest
reigning Rose Queen due to the 2nd World War.

In 1960 Violet Clifton crowned her last Rose Queen. Violet
died in 1961 and was the last Clifton involved with Lytham
Club Day. 1968 was the first year of an all-women’s committee.
and aeroplanes from Warton were being tested and flying
over Lytham during the procession. They were not at all
popular because of the noise!

In 2014 the crowning of the Rose Queen was moved back to
Lytham Hall. In 2019 Alison Berry became the 2nd longest
reigning Rose Queen due to Covid. The event was cancelled
for 21/20 but was held again this year.



The committee plan Club Day for nearly 12 months of the year.
Unfortunately, the future of Lytham Club Day is very
uncertain, due to the rising costs and Lytham Festival will be
holding next years’ Festival on the Saturday normally
allocated to Club Day.

Next year, breaking with tradition, Club Day will be held at
Lytham Hall.

Diane C

Cryptic Christmas Card

A man sent his friend a cryptic Christmas card. It said: A B C D E F G
H I J K M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z. The recipient puzzled over it
for weeks,finally gave up and wrote asking for an explanation. In July
he received the explanation on a postcard: "No L."

True story

The nativity play was going as planned and Joseph and Mary were
going from house to house knocking on the doors and asking if there
was any room for them. As they continued to get "no room" answers a
little voice called from the back "YOU SHOULD HAVE BOOKED!",
bringing the house down in fits of laughter.

Didn't You Get My E-Mail?
As a little girl climbed onto Santa's lap, Santa asked the usual, "And
what would you like for Christmas?"
The child stared at him open mouthed and horrified for a minute, then
gasped: "Didn't you get my E-mail?"







Organisations
Day Section Leader Contact Number
Monday
Guides
(10-14yrs)
6.30 pm -
8.30 pm

Bridget Davison 01772 671740

Tuesday
Cubs
(8-10½yrs)

Kate Parker 01772 635514
07788 551100

6 pm- 7.30pm
Wednesday
Rainbows
(5-7yrs)
5.45-6.45pm
Brownies
(7-10yrs)
6.30-8pm

Catherine Potter 01772 493475

Thursday
Beavers
(6-8yrs)
5.45pm -7pm

Amber Chauhan 07468 616692

Scouts
(10½ -14yrs)
7.15pm -
8.45pm

Darren Clayton 07876 445919

Group Scout
Leader
All Boys
Sections

Darren Clayton 07876 445919



Rigby's Farmhouse
Licensed Restaurant

Open Evenings
Wednesday – Sunday

19.00-22.00
Sunday Lunch 12.00-14.00

Carr Lane, Warton
Please book:

Tel: 01772 632370

McMurray Bros. of Preston
Memorial Craftsmen

New inscriptions and renovations
Designs and estimates
without obligation

15 Brackenbury St, Preston
Tel: 01772 556587

McGinleys Fresh Fish

THURSDAYS

AM Outside the Coach & Horses
PM Warton home deliveries

Tel: 0772 306 1157
to arrange

Pickforal Kennels

Boarding for Dogs & Cats
Collection/delivery service

All-in-one dog food

Hillock Lane,Warton
Tel: 01772 635273

This space could be
YOUR advertisement

Contact the editor for
details
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