
Colossians 1.11-20
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that 
comes from his glorious power, and may you be 
prepared to endure everything with patience, while 
joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled 
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and on 
earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. 17 He 
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the 
body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come 
to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
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Psalm 46
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble;
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

and though the mountains tremble in the heart of the sea;
3 Though the waters rage and swell,  

and though the mountains quake at the towering seas.
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  

the holy place of the dwelling of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of her; therefore shall she not be removed; 

God shall help her at the break of day.
6 The nations are in uproar and the kingdoms are shaken,  

but God utters his voice and the earth shall melt away.
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8 Come and behold the works of the Lord,  

what destruction he has wrought upon the earth.
9 He makes wars to cease in all the world;  

he shatters the bow and snaps the spear and burns the chariots in the fire.
10 ‘Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the

nations; I will be exalted in the earth.’
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. Amen
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Luke 23.33-43
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, ‘Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide 
his clothing. 35 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, 
saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 
one!’ 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 
37 and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ 38 There was also an 
inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 39 One of the criminals who were 
hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself 
and us!’ 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man 
has done nothing wrong.’ 42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.’ 43 He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’

Prayer
We pray for all those in positions of power,
that they may govern with wisdom and integrity,
serving the needs of their people.
For The King, our government and the leaders of all nations.
May your reign come; Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for the Church, the sign of your reign,
that it may extend your welcome to people 
of every race and background.
May your kingdom come; Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for Christians of every denomination,
that together we may come to understand
the royal priesthood you bestowed on us in baptism.
May your dominion come; Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for those whose commitment to truth
brings them into conflict with earthly powers,
that they may have the courage to endure
and the means to inspire action for just changes in the world.
May your rule come; Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for this community of faith,
that attentive to your word
we may always worship in spirit and in truth.
May your reign come; Lord, hear our prayer.

Loving God, you have taught us that the power of the heart
is greater than the power of wealth and might.
Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our King;
to him be glory and power for ever. Amen
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T H E C OL L E C T 
F O R T H E 
TWENTY-FIFTH 
SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY  
Stir up, we beseech 
thee, O Lord, the 
w i l l s o f t h y 
faithful people; 
t h a t t h e y , 
p l e n t e o u s l y 
bringing forth the 
f r u i t o f g o o d 
works, may of thee 
b e p l e n t e o u s l y 
r e w a r d e d ; 
t h r o u g h J e s u s 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen



Prayers
With the Anglican Communion: The Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean, 
Archbishop James Wong and the peoples of Madagascar, Mauritius and the Seychelles. 
In our deanery: Clapham St James. 
Our charity: Green Christian, encouraging care for creation through prayer, living simply, 
public witness, and campaigning.
Our community: Construction workers, labourers, carpenters, electricians, decorators.
Those in ill health: Robert Hird, Joan Robson, Peter Read, David Creaser.
Those who have died: Barry Pearson.

Collect 
God the Father,
help us to hear the call of 
Christ the King
and to follow in his service,
whose kingdom has no end;
for he reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, one glory. Amen

Post Communion Prayer
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful 
people; that they, plenteously bringing 
forth the fruit of good works,
may by you be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Music in today’s morning services
Sunday 20th November

9:30 Austwick Holy Communion
11:00 Clapham Holy Communion

Opening Hymn: 443 Rejoice, the Lord is King
Gradual Hymn:  405 Lord of the boundless 

curves of space
Music Before Communion: Of the Father's Love 
Begotten (Aurelius Prudentius; Translator: R. F. Davis) 
Performed by John Michael Talbot from The Birth of 

Jesus: A Celebration of Christmas, 1990
Closing Hymn: 352 Crown him with many crowns

Also, this evening:
6:30 Eldroth Taiźe Service

A candlelit service of prayerful reflection, 
readings and times of silence, with chants from 

the Taiźe Community. All welcome.
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Blessing
God the Father, who has given to his Son 
the name above every name,
strengthen you to proclaim 
Christ Jesus as Lord.
God the Son, who is our great high priest 
passed into the heavens,
plead for you at the right hand 
of the Father.
God the Holy Spirit, who pours out his 
abundant gifts upon the Church,
make you faithful servants 
of Christ our King.
And the blessing of God almighty,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with you now 
and remain with you always. Amen
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FORTHCOMING CHURCH SERVICES
Advent Sunday 27th November

9:30 Austwick Holy Communion;
11:00 Clapham Easy Church: A Simple Service for Advent including a Baptism;

7:00 Keasden Advent Songs of Praise
Sunday 4th December

9:30 Eldroth Holy Communion; 11:00 Clapham Holy Communion
Sunday 11th December

9:30 Austwick Holy Communion; 
7.00 Clapham Joint Clapham and Newby Carol Service

EVERYBODY’S WELCOME TO THE AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP
‘BLESSED ARE THE CHEESEMAKERS’:

ANDY SWINSCOE, THE COURTYARD DAIRY
Wednesday November 23, Austwick Parish Hall, 1.30 - 3.00

December 14: Christmas Social with guest John Dawson and carol singing
with Austwick School pupils. Austwick Parish Hall, 1.30 - 3.00.

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SALE 
Beautiful cards designed by Sarah Wrathall. Packs of 5 for £5
Available to purchase from Jules: jules@drummond-hay.co.uk, 07816 826481

Payment in cash, by cheque or online. All proceeds to St Matthew’s Church, Keasden

CHRISTMAS TREES AND WREATHS FOR SALE
Premium Quality Nordmann (non-drop) Trees

Place your orders by 25th November!
100-125cm £24.50; 125-150cm £29; 150-175cm £36;

175-200cm £41.50; 200-225cm £55.50
Larger trees available on request. Limited availability: order early. 

Trees can be fixed into a log base at £7 extra. Cheques to Austwick PCC.
 Christmas Wreaths: Medium £17.50 Large £20
Christmas Grave Pots: Small £5 Large £7.50. 

Please place your order with Cate Muckersie by 25th November. 
015242 51461, 07791956304, muckersiec@gmail.com

KEASDEN’S TRAVELLING CRIB IN YOUR HOME THIS DECEMBER?
Beginning at our Advent Songs of Praise service on 27 November, all the way 
through to a special Carols around the Crib service on 22 December, Mary, 
Joseph, the shepherds, angels, sheep, donkeys and cattle will be travelling around 

people’s homes in Keasden, staying a few days before moving on to the next home… 
but leaving a sheep, donkey or cow behind!
At our Carols around the Crib service on 22 

December we’ll be joined by the baby Jesus himself, and 
the Wise Men: all families will be invited to return their 
straggling sheep and cows, and there will be a special gift 
for each child. If you’d like to host the Holy Family please 

contact Angela Peach: Angela.peach@e-l-c.co.uk.
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