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Christmas Services Across the Benefice  
27th NOVEMBER  ADVENT SUNDAY 
Christ Church - Advent Candlit Evensong at 5.30pm 
St Peter’s  -  Avent Candlelit Holy Communion at 9.30am 
St Mark’s - Advent Service of Light  at 4pm 

 4th DECEMBER  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Christ Church - BCP Holy Communion at 11am 
St Peter’s  -   Family Service among the trees at 10am 
St Mark’s - Holy Communion at 9.30am 

11th DECEMBER THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Christ Church - Family Service  at 5.30pm Christingle & 
Tree Decoration 
St Peter’s  -  Holy Communion  at 9.30am  
St Mark’s - Morning Prayer at 11am 

18th DECEMBER  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Christ Church - Ecumenical Carol Service at 7pm 
St Peter’s  -  Carol Service at 7.30pm 
St Mark’s—Village Carol Service at 11am with                  
Dolphinholme Methodists 

24th DECEMBER CHRISTMAS EVE 
Christ Church - Crib Service at 4pm 
St Peter’s  -  Crib Service at 3pm 
St Mark’s - Crib Service at 4pm 
Benefice Midnight Mass at St Mark’s, Dolphinholme - at 11.30pm 

25th DECEMBER  CHRISTMAS DAY 
Christ Church - Christmas Holy Communion  at 11am 
St Peter’s  -  Christmas Holy Communion  at 9.30am 
St Mark’s - Christmas Holy Communion at 9.30am 
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New Year Across the Benefice  
 

dqowbenefice.co.uk  
  

1st JANUARY FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Christ Church - Benefice Holy Communion at 10.15am 
St Peter’s  -  No service today—join us at Christ Church 
St Mark’s - No service today—join us at Christ Church 

8th JANUARY EPIPHANY 

Christ Church - Family Service  at 5.30pm 
St Peter’s  - Holy Communion at 9.30am 
St Mark’s - Morning Prayer at 11am 

15th JANUARY THIRD SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS  
Christ Church - Tractor Service at 11am 
St Peter’s  -  Morning Prayer at 9.30am 
St Mark’s - Family Service at 10am 

22nd JANUARY FOURTH SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Christ Church - Evensong at 5.30pm 
St Peter’s  -  Holy Communion  at 9.30am 
St Mark’s - Holy Communion  at 11am 

29th JANUARY FIFTH SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s Quernmore- at 

10.15am 

For more information about the Benefice please log on to  
dqowbenefice.co.uk  

The website contains a calendar of services and events 
and you can access the weekly pew sheet even if you 

miss the service! 
During December and January you can access this  

magazine on the website in glorious colour! 
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View From 
the Vicarage 

 

 
 
Dear Friends 
 
After the Covid years, this coming season of Advent and Christmas looks to be a  
little more as we would expect it to look in many ways. However, we are, of course 
still living in very challenging times and many will be cutting back on some of their 
usual festivities, no doubt. 
 
This year then, is a very good time to reflect upon what truly lies at the heart of 
Christmas: it isn't the gifts, it isn't the turkey dinner, it isn't even the Christmas tree 
& accompanying decorations! What lies at the heart of Christmas is love - a love that 
is eternal. 
 
We learn, in the Book of Genesis, that God made each of us in his image. Of course, 
it can't be that we all look like God, so what might this phrase actually mean? It may 
mean that, like God, we are blessed with the ability to create. However, it may  
simply mean that, like God, we are able to love eternally. 
 
Love may be expressed through generous present giving but in fact, God's gift to us 
is that, in order to reconcile us to himself, whatever our shortcomings, he lived 
among us, born as one of us; he suffered as we all suffer and ultimately died to 
show us that we too have an eternal future with him. That really is the most amazing 
present we could ever receive!  
 
Perhaps we're concerned that there may be less under the tree this year, but we  
really don't need to be. We are made in the image of a loving God and the love that 
we find for friends, family and even the absolute stranger is the greatest of all gifts.  
 
This Christmas, let us find new and special ways to open our hearts and share the 
Holy gift of Love that is reflected in every crib scene that we encounter and let us 
love as generously as God loves us.  
 
Wishing you a holy and blessed Christmas.  
 
Cindyx  
 
Christmas blessings and much love from  
 
Rev'd Chris and Family and Rev'd Cindy and family xxx 
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Remembrance  
 

For the Fallen  
 
By Laurence Binyon  
With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,  
England mourns for her dead across the sea.  
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,  
Fallen in the cause of the free. 
  
Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal  
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,  
There is music in the midst of desolation  
And a glory that shines upon our tears. 
  
They went with songs to the battle, they were young,  
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.  
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted;  
They fell with their faces to the foe. 
  
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years contemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning  
We will remember them. 
  
They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;  
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;  
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;  
They sleep beyond England's foam. 
  
But where our desires are and our hopes profound,  
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,  
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known  
As the stars are known to the Night; 
  
As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,  
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;  
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,  
To the end, to the end, they remain. 
 
Source: The London Times (1914)  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/laurence-binyon
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Christmas Tree Festival  
St Peter’s Church, Quernmore.  

 

As I write this article preparations are in full swing for the Christmas Tree Festival to 
be held in St Peter’s Church, Quernmore. This will be the 10th Festival and we are 
very pleased to be back in full swing following the gap caused by Covid. In order to 
celebrate our 10th anniversary we are pulling out all the stops to make this a really 
spectacular event. We will have over 2 dozen trees of all sizes kindly sponsored by 
many local businesses. There will be refreshments on sale, including soup, coffee,  
tea and of course the best cake you will have tasted in quite some time. There will 
be the added bonus of bacon sandwiches every morning, and also a vegetarian       
alternative. 
 
We are delighted to welcome the choirs of Quernmore C.P. School and Caton Primary 
School who have been working hard together to rehearse songs and carols for us. 
We are uncertain as to what time they will be singing, but more details will be   
available nearer the time. We hope that they enjoy their time in the Church and we 
are sure they will find the atmosphere quite magical. 
 
Whilst the event is a fund raising one we believe it has a deeper purpose. We want to 
share the beauty of our Church which does look wonderful when it is illuminated by 
the lights of the trees, the decorations around the windows and the ceiling          
decorations. The centre piece will be a large Nativity scene at the main altar. The 
celebration of Christmas is that of the birth of Christ and without that central fact the 
Christmas period can become hollow. 
 
We also want to open up the Church to people who may not be regular Church goers 
to give them a quiet space for prayerfulness and contemplation. There will be two 
special trees where people can leave messages of remembrance of loved ones and 
also prayers for hopes and wishes for all their concerns. Cindy will read from these 
prayers and remembrances during Church Services throughout the Christmas period. 
Please come and join us you will be assured of a very warm welcome. 
 
The dates are Friday 2nd, Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th December from 10.00am until 
5pm. 
 
Anne Jackson 
Christmas Tree Festival Committee 
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* 

Opening Times for 2022 

Friday 2 December 10am-5pm 
Saturday 3 December  10am-5pm 
Sunday 4 December  11am-5pm 

(starts after the service) 
 

* 
Sunday Service 4 December  

10am Family Service Among the Trees 
 

Refreshments available throughout opening times 
 

Local Primary School children will be singing in the Church 
on Friday 2nd December 

 
 

Christmas Carol Service Sunday 18 December 7.30pm 
Christmas Crib Service Tuesday 24 December 3pm 

* 
Come and visit our beautiful country Church, lit up by       

Christmas Trees, decorated by our generous sponsors – 
local businesses, individuals and primary school. The 

church will look wonderful and the atmosphere will be 
very special. 

 
For many reasons it can be hard to come into church, so 
we hope that this  special event will provide a warm and              

welcoming place for everyone.  

* 
*Trees and displays to enthral you 

*A Prayer Tree – for your prayers and requests 

*A Remembrance Tree – with cards for names 
of loved ones 

 

Please help support our country 
village church. Use this QR code 
to donate £5 to St Peter’s Christ-

mas Tree Festival. Thank you. 
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As I approach the last few weeks of my time as HT 
at Dolphinholme CE Primary School, I have been 
looking back at the highs and lows of such a 
privileged position. The role of HT is so complex 
and challenging, whilst also being so rewarding 
and uplifting.  

At any one time, I have known to be: teacher 
(obviously!), social worker, nurse, nose wiper, 
tea maker, counsellor, psychologist, financial oracle, cleaner, painter 
and decorator, rabbit hole filler, gardener, peace maker, friend,       
entertainer, parking attendant, skydiver, sports coach, spider          
remover…  

I  became a teacher back in 1992 and have been there, seen it, got 
the t-shirt. There have been so many developments and changes over 
these 30 years and along with colleagues, previous and current, we 
have just ‘got on with it’. I have worked for six different headteachers 
over my career, each with their own style and way of doing things. I 
learnt how, and how not, to run a school. However, no matter who 
they were or their way of managing the school, for me, the children 
have always come first. Building relationships and getting to know   
individuals along with their families has been such a pleasure.         
Understanding each child and what makes them tick is so important. 
Knowing what their hobbies and interests are, what pets they have 
(and remembering the names), what is going on in their lives. Being 
interested…  

When I became head at Dolphinholme, I was so excited. I wanted to 
move the school forward whilst making sure that all children were 
loved and invested in. I made it my mission to learn all the names of 
the children as soon as possible; I remember going into classes 
throughout those early days and naming all the pupils. It was so     
important for me to be able to address them by name. I still do this in 
Little Dolphins – challenging myself to remember all the faces and 
learn their names.  

During my headship, “Team Dolphinholme” has managed to secure a 
fantastic building for preschool, extend the entrance porch to make it 
more welcoming, reconfigure the office space and staffroom, extend 
the trim trail, resurface the running track and we are currently working 
with the Diocese to decarbonise the school, safeguarding the school 
for the future. This will include an air source heat pump, more efficient 
radiators in school, new windows, including heritage windows in the 
older part of the school, and a new roof with additional insulation. This 
last project will not be finished before I retire but the Governors and 
the new headteacher will see this project through. We have also      
managed a major pandemic and I can honestly say that was the   
hardest thing I have ever done in my teaching career.  
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At Dolphinholme, we have a whole school staff with the same values. 
Children first, every time. They make us laugh, cry, count to ten, 
drink wine (not too much though); they are why we do the job. It is 
the children I will miss. I love their honesty, their joy, their smiles, 
their jokes (well some of them!), watching them grow and progress 
and being part of that process is such a privilege and pleasure.  

The Mission Statement at Dolphinholme is underpinned by John 15:5 
“I am the vine, you are the branches.” During my time as    
headteacher, God has been at the centre of all we do in school and I 
know that this will continue as the school moves forward. I am truly 
grateful for the support and friendship I have received during my 
headship from Cindy, Chris and the church community at St Mark’s. I 
am also grateful for the support and friendship from the school staff 
and Governors. 

I hope to keep in touch by continuing to attend St Mark’s with Tim 
and his mum, Mary. I have made many lovely friends and I feel 
blessed to have been part of such an amazing Church school and 
community.  

God bless  

Dianne x 
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Christmas Quiz 2022 answers on age 27 

 
1. How did No Vac Novak become No Match Novak? 
2. 35 years ago ITV wanted a detective story set within 50 

miles of the Midlands to rival BBC’s Agatha Christie stories. 
What did they choose? 

3. Which rock star who died in January and would do anything 
for love, but not that? 

4. What unexpected occurrence at the Winter Olympics caused 
problems in the icy setting?  

5. He would have celebrated his 100th birthday in March and 
was one of a duo who wrote The hippopotamus song mud, 
mud, glorious mud  

6. What was the career of the President of Ukraine before he 
entered politics?  

7. At the Oscars Will Smith had an incident with the comedian, 
Chris Rock, What film did Smith go on to get an Oscar for?  

8. What were the following “gates”? Why are they called 
“gates”?  Partygate - Tractorgate - Beergate  

9. In May a footballer’s shirt was sold for the record breaking 
£7.1 million. Whose was it?  

10. What were two places outside the UK that gained city     
status?  

11. There was a television series this year called Infamy. Which 
film features the line, “Infamy, infamy, they’ve all got it in 
for me.”? 

12. A surprise guest of Her Majesty for tea over the Platinum 
Jubilee was Paddington Bear. Who voiced Paddington in the 
Ukrainian language version of the film?  

13. The actor who played the Revd Timothy Farthing passed 
away this year. What comedy series did he appear in?  

14. At the age of nearly 90, he published an autobiography 
looking back on his years in show business in 2018. Its title 
was Bernard Who? 75 Years Of Doing Absolutely Everything 
- and its advice was simple.  "Do your best and be grateful 
for every single job". Who was he? 

15. Which actress was ordered not to quit a science fiction     
series by Martin Luther King? 

16. Where did Dan Snow reportedly urge tourists to visit in-
stead of (or possibly as well as) Stonehenge? 
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Wild Worship at Quernmore School 
Well, I had hoped to be able to start this off with feedback from some of the  
children who participate in the monthly ‘Wild Worship’ sessions that happen at 
lunchtime in the amazing school grounds – or in the yurt if the weather is awful. 
But today we were literally ‘blown off’ as the wind was so strong that it wasn’t safe 
enough for the children even to play out after lunch!  As with Forest Church at  
Dolphinholme and the Minis and PIE at Abbeystead, the idea is to worship God 
while connecting with the natural world.  So, we begin each time with a BSL-
signed prayer: 
We have come together today 
To worship God, to say ‘thank you’ to him 
And to meet with him. 
We meet with him in the Bible, his word, 
And in what we see, hear and learn in creation. 
 
Usually a (pre-selected) group of 12-15 join in and we’ve taken part in various 
outdoor activities to help us think about how we relate to God and his world. One 
of the favourites was a follow-up to thinking that God knows us so well, he knows 
us inside-out, ‘counts every hair on our heads’ and values our differences. It was 
possibly the messiest we’ve done: slabs of air-drying clay plus home-made clay 
from papier-mache and fuller’s earth used to make faces on the trees, decorated 
with what could be scavenged from the woodland floor. And they were indeed all 
different – it was great to see what they came up with! 
 

   
 
Other activities have included making seed bombs (thanks for the inspiration and 
the powdered clay, Jackie Hough) and bunting decorated with natural dye &  
patterns hammered on from flowers using cobbles (thanks ditto Jackie Entwistle). 
Sticky, mucky hands almost always result but no-one has yet complained about 
the state of their child’s clothing, even on World Book Day when we had ‘Gangsta 
Granny’ etc. getting stuck in. We had sticky, mucky faces too in our last session, 
chopping up half-a-dozen different fruits, thinking about our souls as seeds that 
are safe in the soil of God’s hands then go on to new life in his new creation. And 
then the fruit got scoffed in a remarkably short time, apart from the raw pumpkin, 
that is, though the gungy fibres around the seeds were much relished for  
squeezing. 
 
I’ve learned a great deal from both Jackies and from Helen and Rob but I don’t 
have their skills and background knowledge, so it’s been a learning curve, having 
to play to my own strengths. I hope it will encourage other people to have a go at 
new initiatives in church – you can learn from others without having to ‘succeed’ in 
the same way. Be brave and put that idea out there! 

Rev Chris 
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Bouncing up and down on my 
big red tractor 
 
 
Well, okay, so it’s not an actual tractor, but we do bounce. It’s one of the 
songs we sing in the last half-hour of ‘Little Stars”. One of our tots is  
especially fond of the various toy diggers and tractors, and does a pretty 
decent engine noise, too. The same little chap enjoyed solemnly over-
seeing the cupboard at St Peter’s being emptied of boxed trees ahead of 
the Christmas Tree Festival.  
 
He is one of the regulars in our small but growing Wednesday morning 
group and arrives with his mum just as his big brother has been dropped 
off st Quernmore school. We have a number of grandmas as well as 
mums. We hope the group will remain a friendly size even as it grows 
and be really good local hub, but also include parents who travel from 
the surrounding area.  
 
It’s a great chance to provide a warm welcome from our church family 
and build supportive relationships. Part of that is laughing and having 
fun together, which we certainly do during our lively singing session at 
10.30.  
 
If you know of anyone who might like to come along, they’d be made 
very welcome! 
 
(Little Stars is for ages 0-4 with carers and is open 8.45- 11.00 in St  
Peter’s Quernmore on Wednesdays in term time) 
 
Rev Chris 

SATURDAY 3 Dec 
DECEMBER 2022 

1.30PM  
ABBEYSTEAD VILLAGE 

HALL 

http://r.duckduckgo.com/l/?kh=-1&uddg=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fcliparts%2FF%2Ff%2Fx%2FL%2Ft%2F8%2Fred-tractor.svg.hi.png
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Nature Notes by Rob Foster 
Where do Abbeystead Curlew go in winter? 

Curlews are a large wader that nest in Bowland, their evocative calls are a 
welcome sign of spring. Their numbers are relatively stable here, but  
nationally they are declining rapidly, were added to the ‘red list’ in 2015 and 
are classed as near threatened globally.  Habitat loss and predation of nests 
and chicks by generalist predators are thought to be the main causes of this 
decline, but little is known of where Curlew spend the winter. 

Abbeystead Estate sponsored 4 Curlew to be part of Game and Wildlife 
Conservation Trust’s Wader Tracking Study.  As well as a metal numbered 
ring, and a unique combination of colour rings, the birds were fitted with a 
small GPS tracker.  The tracker records the bird’s location every 30 minutes, 
which upload to the website every day.  The trackers are attached with a soft 
elastic harness, which will safely fall off after 18 – 24 months.  Local schools 
were asked to choose names for the tag Cawthornes Endowed - Sinbad, 
Dolphinholme – Acanthus, Thorneyholme – Bella, and Quernmore – 
Harla.   The schools receive weekly updates of the birds locations. 

We weren’t sure where the Curlew would go after the breeding season, so it 
was very exciting as the birds started heading west.  So far Acanthus has 
been the least adventurous, choosing Sunderland Point and Glasson.  Harla 
and Bella have crossed the Irish Sea, wintering on the coast around          
Carlingford and Drogheda.  Sinbad is spending his time on the north west 
coast of Anglesey.  All four birds seem settled at the moment, but may move 
again if the weather gets worse. 
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Christmas Dates from Dolphinholme Methodists 
please support the events and Services when you can 
 
Sat 10th Dec  Village Breakfast at Chapel 8.30 – 10.30am 
Tues 13th Dec  Chapel Candlelit Carol Service at Dolphinhome  
    Methodist Chapel 7pm 
Sun 18th Dec  Village Carol Service at St Marks at 11.00 am   
Wed 21st Dec  Hollins Lane Methodist Chapel Carol Service 
Christmas Day Service at Dolphinholme Chapel 

 

Swallows and Amazons Forest School 
Adult Friday Evening Sessions 
All include a fire-cooked supper (Veggie options on  
request) and warm drinks! 
£20 per person 
6pm - 8:30pm (ish) 
November Events 
Fri 18th - Beginners Whittling (Chilli) 
Fri 25th - Christmas Decoration (Hotpot) 
December Events 
Fri 2nd - Wreath making - sorry fully booked 
Wed 21st - Burn Bowls (Soup & Bread) 

 
Mini Youth Club  
 
The Mini Youth Club have been busy this week felting in readiness for      
Remembrance Sunday. They made some fantastic flat felt pictures of poppy 
fields using wet and needle felting techniques. Their creations will be  
available to see in church next weekend. 
Our next meet is on Saturday 26th November at 9:00-10:00am to make the 
Advent Wreath. Then on Sunday 27th it is hoped that the children will join 
us on a trip to Blackburn Cathedral to participate in their Candlelit Advent  
Carol Service at 4pm. 

 
Reindeer Drive  

Friday 9th December. Get in to the festive spirit 
 with a reindeer drive, mulled wine, mince pies,  
crafts and more. Christmas jumper competition  
and hamper raffle. 
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Partners in Environment Youth Group 
 

If you know of someone, of High School age, who might be interested in joining P.I.E 
please contact Rob Foster rjfoster75@gmail.com to find out more 

 
In the summer of 2019 Cindy came up with the idea of establishing 
something for the 11-16 year olds in the community as Primary school 
children were well catered for with Forest Church and the Mini-Youth 
Group, but there wasn’t anything for the secondary school age children.  
The main focus PIE is to get the group outside and learning and  
completing tasks which benefit the environment and to worship in the 
outdoors.   
 

We now have a committed group who enjoy the monthly sessions and 
regularly attend family service.  We have volunteered with the Wyre 
Rivers Trust, Butterfly Conservation, Abbeystead Estate,  
Hermitage Community Meadow, Gathering Fields and Garstang 
Millenium Green.  We have more exciting projects coming up next year 
for the group. 
 
From PIE stalwart Emily Harding: 
 

I have been going to PIE for a few months now and it has been amazing. 
I have especially enjoyed working with the Wyre Rivers Trust at 
Garstang Millennium Green. We walked down to the equipment area 
and picked up some wheelbarrows, some handy tools, we then walked to 
a field with a few piles of dead grass and got a rake, when we raked it  
into suitable piles, we loaded it up into the wheelbarrows and put it into a 
little hole in between the trees. Some people also went to the entrance of 
that field and got the weeds out, the other people that were not doing the 
piles or the weeds were getting loppers and clearing the path so people 
could walk along there without getting hit.  
 

After that it was lunch, Helen and Rob prepared some ham and cheese 
sandwiches and we had hot drinks and Vimto and for the snack we had 
biscuits.   
 

After lunch, we went into another field with some little trees. We had to 
find the trees in the tall grass, once we found them we pulled the weeds 
from the bottom of the tube then put the tube back on and then you went 
and found another one and kept doing it until we had done them all.  
 

It's definitely worth going because it's fun, exciting and hard working, and 
you do a variety of different activities. It is also for a good cause.   
 

GLADLY SOLEMN SOUND 
Annual Wyresdale Christmas Concert 

Thursday 22 December 2022 
7.30pm Christ Church, Over Wyresdale 

All welcome 
www.gladlysolemn.co.uk 
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Christmas Across the Benefice  
dqowbenefice.co.uk  

 

27 NOVEMBER  ADVENT SUNDAY 
9.30am Advent Candelit Holy Communion—St Peter’s 
4pm Service of Light— St Mark’s  
5.30pm Advent Candelit Evensong—Christ Church 

2 DECEMBER to 4 DECEMBER Friday-Sunday 
St Peter’s Christmas Tree Festival - St Peter’s  — Advert Page 7 

3 DECEMBER  Saturday 
1.30pm Over Wyresdale Christmas Fayre—Parish Hall—Advert 
page 12 

4 DECEMBER  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
9.30am Holy Communion—St Mark’s 
10am Family Service Among the Trees-  St  Peter’s 
11am BCP Holy Commmunion—Christ Church 

9 DECEMBER Saturday 
6.30pm Reindeer Drive—St Mark’s Advert Page 14 

11 DECEMBER THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
9.30am Holy Communion—St Peter’s 
11am Morning Prayer—St Mark’s 
5.30pm Christingle & Christmas Tree Decorating—Christ Church 

13 DECEMBER Tuesday 
7pm Chapel Candlelit Carol Service at Dolphinhome Methodist 
Chapel  joint with St Mark’s 
 

18 DECEMBER  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
11am Village Carol Service—St Mark’s joint with Dolphinholme 
Methodists 
7pm Carol Service—St Peter’s 
7.30pm Ecumenical Carol Service— Christ Church  

22 DECEMBER  Thursday 
7.30pm GLADLY SOLEMN SOUND - Annual Wyresdale Christmas  
Concert  - Christ Church Advert Page 15 

24th DECEMBER CHRISTMAS EVE Saturday 
3pm Crib Service—St Peter’s 
4pm Crib Service—St Mark’s 
4pm Crib Service—Christ Church 
11.30pm Midnight Mass—St Mark’s 

25th DECEMBER  CHRISTMAS DAY Sunday 
9.30am Christmas  Holy Communion—St Peter’s 
9.30am  Christmas  Holy Communion—St Mark’s 
11am  Christmas  Holy Communion—Christ Church 

1 JANUARY FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
10.15 Benefice Holy Communion—Christ Church 
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Benefice News 
            
 

 

St Peter’s Christmas Tree Festival 
Advanced notice of St Peter’s Christmas Tree Festival from Friday 2nd-   

Sunday 4th December.  Please book the date and let your friends 
know.  This is an important fundraising event for our church and we need as 

much support as possible to meet our financial target.    
 

Pew sheet 
Sign up to receive the pew sheet every Saturday via the website blog page 

at https://dqowbenefice.co.uk/blog/ 
Also featured on our Church Near You pages 

 
 

Over Wyresdale Christmas Fayre on December 3rd 
 

Reindeer Drive on December 9th 
 

Gladly Solemn Sound on December 22nd  
 

 
 

Christmas Greetings to our friends in our Link parishes of  

Greene in Braunschweig, Germany & 

Odendaalsrus in the Free State, South Africa 
 
 

Grateful thanks to Rev Chris , Dianne Cross, Margaret, 
David Curwen, Jackie Entwistle, Rob & Helen Foster, 

Emily Harding, Stephen Potter and Rev Cindy  for their  
contributions to this edition. 

 
Regular Giving 

If you are in a position to provide a regular contribution to our churches please   
contact the following for further information: 
 

Over Wyresdale - Helen Yu              email - yuhel459@aol.com 
Quernmore - Stephen Potter            email - steve.pottereng@gmail.com 

Dolphinholme - Anthony Atkinson    email - anthony.atkinson9dd@btinternet.com 
 
 

A very Happy Christmas and all best wishes for 2023 
From Cindy, Graham, Arin and Alyx 

mailto:yuhel459@aol.com
mailto:steve.pottereng@gmail.com
mailto:anthony.atkinson9dd@btinternet.com
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Curwen’s Corner 
An Autumn Moving  
 
By anonymous. An Autumn Moving light-hearted poem tells us about 
the different seasonal colours that move into and out of our  
neighbourhood.  
 
 

 
  
The Browns are coming back to town: 
  The Greens are moving away.  
Twill make a striking difference  
  In our neighbourhood they say:  
For the Greens are jolly, cheery 
folk,  
  The Browns are rather sad,   
A dull and sombre family,  
While the Greens are always glad.  
 
I’m very fond of all the Greens,  
  From little Greens to big:  
I like to see them dancing by 
  As merry as a grig.  
And yet I think I’m going to like   
 The Brown’s sober style:  
After the riot of the Greens   
  ‘Twill rest us for a while.  
 
And I’ve a notion that some week  
  Of windy frosty nights,  
The Browns will turn and go away,  
  And in will move the Whites. 
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A lot has happened since the last edition of the Quernmore link – 
and the understatement of the year award goes to … 
 
Although the dreaded Covid is still lurking in the wings, it really feels 
like school is finally beginning to return to pre-Covid normality.  The 
Harvest Festival service was held in Church and parents were able to    
attend to help us celebrate.  We offered refreshments to the parents   
following the service and raised some much-needed funds to help       
toward our “Where the Wildings Are” project. 
 
Sadly, we still do not have a PTFA but a small group of parents are      
organizing a Christmas Fair to be held on Friday 2nd December        
between 3 and 5pm. A different group of parents has volunteered to   
organize the Christmas Disco being held on Friday 9th December 6.30-
8pm.  We are incredibly grateful to everyone who contributes and help 
to make all the events so successful. 
 
We waved goodbye to Year 6 in July as they headed off to secondary 
schools, Ripley, Central, Garstang, Dallam, LGGS and LRGS.  Some have 
already returned to visit us! We opened our doors on September 1st to a 
new school year and a new reception class.  Both Teaching and Support 
staff remain the same.  No additions and nobody lost along the way – 
thank goodness. 
 
We still have a good selection of school clubs, Netball Club and Choir 
with Mrs Hodgson, Football with Keith Singleton and Chess & Games 
Club with Mrs Appleby and Marc Harrison.  Music lessons are confined 
at present to: piano and ukulele/guitar but we hope to offer access to 
more instruments in the future.  Mrs Woodhouse continues to run her 
popular Breakfast and After-School Clubs with Miss Richardson     
offering support when required.   
 

School trips remain a Quernmore School strong point.  The whole 
school made its annual visit to Borwick Hall Outdoor Education   
Centre. We feel this gives the children the opportunity to team-build 
early on in the academic year and to step outside their comfort zones.  
Class 4 went caving which they enjoyed, in the main. Sadly, the same 
cannot be said for the staff who accompanied them!   
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We are excited to be breaking with tradition this academic year – we 
are offering Years 3 & 4 children to chance to enjoy an overnight  
residential at Borwick Hall, in readiness for a longer stay away when 
they reach the dizzy heights of Class 4. Years 5 & 6 are being offered 
a 3 night residential visit to Edinburgh (in place of the usual Isle of 
Man trip).  It’s always good to mix things up a bit.   
 
We are looking forward to a whole school visit to Morecambe  
Winter Gardens Theatre to watch a performance of “Cinderella” 
in December.  That should be a real treat. 
 
And we have made past half term, phew!!  All the new pupils and 
staff have settled in well and we are all looking forward to the manic, 
but enjoyable run up to Christmas! 
 
Margaret 
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St Peter’s Quinquennial Inspection  
 
Pub quiz question: how often does the Quinquennial inspection take place? (Answer 
at the end).  
What is it?  The Church of England require all church buildings to be regularly  
inspected by an approved inspector. In our case this is done by HPA Archi-
tects.  They go through the building from top to bottom - literally! This week I took 
them down into the cellar and then right up to the top of the tower as the picture be-
low shows. Most interesting of all they now use a drone to photograph the outside of 
the building which is how these pictures were taken. 
Answer to the question: Five Years! 
 
Stephen Potter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Over Wyresdale Posada  2022 
 

8th, 15th and 19th December @4pm 
 

In Jackie’s Yurt!! 
 

A Story, a warm drink and mince pie 
and at each session collect part of a 

cracker to build  
 

See the pew sheet each week for full 
details 
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Smile Lines 
 
 
 
Children’s version of the Christmas story 
 
-  When the three wise guys from the east side arrived, they found Jesus 
in the manager. 
-  When Mary heard that she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the 
Magna Carta 
-  Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption. 
 
What do you call Santa’s helpers?  -  Subordinate Clauses. 
 
What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? -  Frostbite. 
 
A little boy rushed home from school and said excitedly: “I got a part in 
the Christmas play!” 
“What part?”  asked his mother. 
“I’m one of the three wise guys!” 
 
Any astronomer can predict with absolute accuracy just where every star 
in the universe will be when the clocks chimes midnight on Christmas Eve. 
He can make no such prediction about his teenage son and daughter.  - 
Anon. 
 

Santa 
 
I am terrified of the Santa at the shopping centre where I work. Our HR 
lady talked it over with me, and has discovered I am Claustrophobic. 
 
** 
 
Christmas card  
 
Richard, my husband, and I had a hectic Christmas holiday schedule      
involving work, care of parents, driving of teenagers, shopping, and all 
the required doings of the season. Running out of time, I asked a local 
printer to simply print our name on our Christmas cards, to save me     
signing each one. 
 
Soon we started getting cards from friends signed ‘The Modest Morrisons’, 
‘The Clever Clarks’, and ‘The Successful Smiths’. This baffled me until I 
looked again at our card. I had posted out a hundred cards neatly        
imprinted with ‘Happy Holidays from the Rich Armstrongs’. 
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Smile Lines 
 
How to get to Heaven from Scotland……………………….. 
 
A Scots lady was testing children in her Glasgow Sunday School class to see if they                
understood the concept of getting into heaven. I asked them, she said, “If I sold my 
house and my car, had a big jumble sale and give all my money to the church, 
would that get me into heaven?” 
“No!” the children answered. 
“If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the garden and kept everything tidy, 
would that get me into heaven?” 
Again, the answer was “No!” 
By now I was starting to smile. 
“Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave sweets to all the children and loved 
my husband, would that get me into heaven?” 
Again, they all answered “No!” 
I was just bursting with pride for them. I continued, “Then how can I get into    
heaven?” 
A six year old boy shouted, 
 “Yuv got tae be deid!” 
Kinda brings a wee tear tae yir eye….! 
TRANSLATION AVAILABLE ON REQUEST………….. 
 
The next Vicar—who would you give the job to? (not that the current one is 
going  anywhere…………………..) 
 
ADAM: Good man but has problems with his wife. One reference told us how he and 
his wife enjoyed walking nude in the woods. 
 
NOAH: Former pastorate of 120 years with no converts. Prone to unrealistic 
building projects. 
 
JOSEPH: A big thinker, but a braggart; believes in dream interpreting and has a 
prison record. 
 
DAVID: The most promising leader of all until we discovered the affair he 
had with his neighbour's wife. 
 
JONAH: Told us he was swallowed up by a great fish. He said the fish later 
spit him out on the shore near here. We hung up. 
 
JOHN: Says he is a Baptist, but doesn't dress like one. May be too Pentecostal. 
Tends to lift both hands in the air to worship when he gets excited. You know we 
limit to one hand. Sleeps in the outdoors, has a weird diet, and provokes             
denominational leaders. 
 
PAUL: Powerful CEO type and fascinating preacher. However, he's short on 
tact, unforgiving with young ministers, harsh, and has been known to preach 
all night.  
 
JUDAS: His references are solid. A steady plodder. Conservative. Good 
connections. Knows how to handle money. We're inviting him to preach this 
Sunday in view of a call. 
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Year’s Mind 
 

 
In Our Year’s Mind  for NOVEMBER at St Mark’s 

Angela Worthington, George Ernest Hanson,                          
Septimus James Pye, Mary Grace Pye, Elsie Thornton,           

Dick Cookson, David Christopher Halhead,  
Betty Pye, Kathleen Hart, Eldred David Halton,  

Carol Lesley Fishwick, Audrey Corless, Ann Pedder 

In Our Year’s Mind  for NOVEMBER at St Peter’s 

Grace Stackhouse, Margaret Mary Garnett 

In Our Year’s Mind  for DECEMBER at St Mark’s 

Dorothy Jean Clark, William Gorst, William Gardner, 
Wendy Heather Barnes, Louisa Ronson,  

Florence Mabel Proctor, Alice Jane Cookson,  
Annie Bainbridge,  Christopher Fox Halhead,  
Joan Warburton, Mary Elizabeth Dickinson,  

John Addison Bargh, Nellie Maclachlan,  
James Robert Cary Owtram 

In Our Year’s Mind  for DECEMBER at St Peter’s 

David Alan Wilson, Edith Curwen,   

Patricia Wilkinson, William Stackhouse,  

Edmund Dagger 

In Our Year’s Mind  for JANUARY at St Mark’s 

Gill Close, Jessie Winter Denne, Richard Hall,                          
John/James Carr Procter, Henry Cary Owtram,        

Nora Elizabeth Gorrall, John Dinsdale, Sidney De Boak, 
Florence Annie Gertrude Denne, John William Barnes, 

Brian Moss, Glenn Martin Clark, Margery Carter,      
Alan Maclachan, Iain Michael Smith, Ruby Jean Wiecke               

In Our Year’s Mind  for JANUARY at St Peter’s 

Hilda Wareing,  
Maurice Walker, Dorothy Walker,    

Isabella Ayrton 
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All in the month of DECEMBER 
 
It was: 
 

200 years ago, on 27th December 1822 that Louis Pasteur, 
French biologist, microbiologist, and chemist was born. One of 
the fathers of germ theory, he was best known for the        
pasteurisation process, which is named in his honour. 
 

100 years ago, on 14th December 1922 that John Reith (later 
Lord Reith) was appointed as General Manager of the BBC. 
 

Also 100 years ago, on 30th December 1922 that the Soviet 
Union was founded. Officially known as the Union of Soviet  
Socialist Republics (USSR), it was dissolved in 1991. 
 

90 years ago, on 25th December 1932 that the first Royal 
Christmas Message was broadcast on radio. King George V 
addressed the nation live from Sandringham. 
 

80 years ago, on 1st December 1942 that the British  
Government published the Beveridge Report, which formed 
the basis of the welfare state. 
 

Also 80 years ago, on 17th December 1942 that British Foreign 
Secretary Anthony Eden told the House of Commons about 
the mass executions of Jews by the Nazis in occupied  
Europe.  Ministers and Members of Parliament condemned the 
massacres and held a minute’s silence as a mark of respect for 
the victims. 
 

65 years ago, on 25th December 1957 that Queen Elizabeth 
II’s Christmas message was televised for the first time. 
 

40 years ago, on 12th December 1982 that 30,000 women 
joined hands around the Greenham Common RAF base in 
Berkshire to protest against the siting of US Cruise missiles 
there. 
 

10 years ago, on 9th December 2012 that Patrick Moore, 
British astronomer, television presenter and musician died. Best 
known for hosting the astronomy series The Sky at Night (1957
-2013) the longest-running TV series with the same presenter. 
 
** 
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
On giving the after-dinner speech 
 
 
 
 
The Rectory 
St James the Least 
 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
I have been slightly surprised that in your ministry so far, you have never 
been asked to give an after-dinner speech. Now you have delivered your first 
one, I can understand why. Speeches after any dinner come at the point 
where stomachs are dealing with a little too much food and brains with about 
the same quantity of wine. They should be short and witty; yours was neither. 
 
An hour-long speech on the Herodians and Second Temple Judaism at the 
time of the birth of Christ was not quite what we had expected.  I applauded 
your enthusiasm, but I was the only one; the rest of them were asleep. Long 
after you had left, the catering staff gently vacuumed the carpets around the 
audience, and it was only when the night security guard arrived that the last 
diners were woken and politely sent home. I suspect you will have put many 
marriages under strain as husbands, returning home in the early hours of the 
morning, had to explain to wives why they were so late. Their truthful answers 
would have been unbelievable. 
 
When the head waiter appeared in a dressing gown and started placing chairs 
on tables, even you must have suspected that hints were being dropped and I 
have never heard of a hotel manager interrupting a speech to place his keys 
on the top table and asking if the last person to leave would kindly lock the 
main door. 
 
I know that your clerical attire is more usually T-shirt and jeans, but         
borrowing the curate’s dinner suit from your next-door parish was also not a 
good idea. He is a foot taller and several stones heavier than you. The result 
was quite worrying – several people wondered if you had just recovered from 
some dreadful disease that had made you shrink.   
 
In the light of your qualified success, thank you for offering to come to repeat 
your speech after our annual Christmas dinner, but no thank you. The verger’s 
son wants to share with us how many potholes he has counted in and around 
the town, and that should be most interesting.   
 
Your loving uncle, 
 
Eustace 
 

The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from 
‘Uncle Eustace’… 
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Christmas Quiz 2022 answers 
 
1. No Vac Novak became No Match Novak because Novak Djokovic was due 

to play at the Australian Open but prevented because he had declined a 
covid vaccination.  

2. 35 years ago ITV wanted a detective story set within 50 miles of the    
Midlands to rival BBC’s Agatha Christie stories. They choose the Morse 
stories. 

3. Meatloaf was the rock star who died in January and would do anything for 
love, but not that. 

4. It snowed at the Winter Olympics caused problems as the organisers had 
not expected it.  

5. Actor and singer Michael Flanders would have celebrated his 100th     
birthday in March and was one of a duo who wrote the hippopotamus 
song Mud, mud, and glorious mud.  

6. Before he entered politics the President of Ukraine was a comedian.  
7. At the Oscars Will Smith had an incident with the comedian, Chris Rock. 

Smith went on to get an Oscar for the film called King Richard 
8. Partygate was the furore about parties held in Downing Street. 
      Tractorgate was the alleged incident when an MP looked at inappropriate      
 material online during a session of the House of Commons.  
 Beergate was a political controversy concerning allegations that an event 
 in Durham in April 2021 could have been in breach of COVID-19 lockd
 own restrictions. The police, after investigating, cleared the attendees. 
 Controversies are often named “gates” after the Watergate scandal. 
9. In May footballer Diego Maradona’s shirt was sold for the record      
 breaking £7.1 million.  
10. The two places outside the UK that gained city status this year were 
 Ramsey on the Isle of Man and Stanley in the Falklands. Before you 
 google it the Isle of Man is not part of the UK.  
11. There was a television series this year called Infamy. The line, “Infamy,  
 Infamy, they’ve all got it in for me!” comes from Carry on Cleo 1964 and 
 was spoken by Kenneth Williams. 
12. A surprise guest of Her Majesty for tea over the jubilee was Paddington 
 Bear. Paddington was played by Ukrainian President in the Ukrainian   
 language version of the film. 
13. The actor who played Rev Timothy Farthing passed away this year. He 
 was Frank Williams in the BBC television sitcom Dad's Army. He became 
 a prominent lay leader in the Church of England.  
14. At the age of nearly 90, Bernard Cribbins published an autobiography     
 looking back on his years in show business in 2018. Its title was Bernard 
 Who? 75 Years of Doing Absolutely Everything.  
15. Nichelle Nichols who played Uhura in the Star Trek franchise was ordered 
 not to quit a science fiction series by Martin Luther King. 
16. Dan Snow reportedly urge tourists to visit Durham instead of (or possibly 
 s well as) Stonehenge. 

Hope you enjoyed the quiz and remembered some of these events and people 
from 2022 
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