
 

  Lectionary You are invited to follow the first two readings while seated, and as is the 

custom, to just listen, standing if possible, as the Holy Gospel is proclaimed. 
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THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Blessing of the Wreath 
 

Priest: The people who have walked in darkness 

have seen a great light. 
 

All: Upon those who dwell in a land of 
great darkness, a light has shone. 

 
Priest: Today we begin to prepare, through  

prayer and works of charity, for the coming of 

the Lord at the end of all things, and for the  
celebration of his coming as a child at Christmas. 

Let us ask God’s blessing upon this wreath, that 
we will use it to mark the days until the Lord’s  

coming. 
 

Father of all creation and Lord of light,  

bless + our wreath of evergreens and candles.  
Be present among us as we come together to 

celebrate in Scripture and prayer the coming of 
Christ. May our hearts and minds reflect the light 

of these candles, that Christmas will find us joy-

fully ready to receive our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

The first candle is lit. 
 

Candlelighter: The night is far spent; the day 
draws near. 

 

All: The Light of the Lord has dawned,  
shattering the darkness. 

 
Priest: People of God: Awake! The day is coming  

soon when you shall see God face to face.  

Remember the ways and works of God.  God 
calls you out of darkness, to walk in the light of 

his coming. You are God’s Children. 
 

All: Lord, make us one, as we walk with 
Christ, today and forever. Amen. 

 

God of Abraham and Sarah, and all the patriarchs 
of old, you are our Father too.  Your love is  

revealed to us in Jesus Christ, Son of God and 
Son of David.  Help us in preparing to celebrate 

his birth to make our hearts ready for your Holy 
Spirit to make his home among us.  We ask this 

through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into 

the world. Amen. 
 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, born in  
David’s city of Bethlehem, born like him to 

be a king: be born in our hearts at  

Christmas, be King of our lives today.  
Amen. 

 
Prayer after Communion 

O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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The First Sunday of Advent 
 

Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of 

darkness and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us 

in great humility; that on the last day, when 
he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, we may 

rise to the life immortal; through him who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 


