
When or should I say If you think of the Resurrection, what comes to 
mind? 
If it is doubt or confusion then that is probably a thought that many hold. 
But for Christians it is the core of our faith. The fact that when we die we 
will be with Christ. Today we listen to resurrection words from Jesus in 
the gospel passage. Luke 20: 27 – 40. Read them again for they are a 
comfort in this month of remembrance when we need to believe this life is 
not the end. 
All through this chapter we hear of the increasingly aggressive questions 
of the Pharisees and the Sadducees. They question the authority of Jesus 
to try to catch him out and each time he comes back with answers that 
astound or demolish them, in verse 20 they pose him the problem of 
Levirate law, which states that a man must marry his brother’s widow. 
The hypothetical case of seven brothers all marrying this one poor woman 
(!) all die and die with no issue, then the woman herself dies. And the 
question- if there is a resurrection then whose wife will the woman be? 
Jesus tells them that there are two ‘ages’ the one we live in now and the 
one that we will live in when we die. In the latter, there is no marrying or 
marriage, we become children of God in a new relationship of love. Each 
will be as Jesus showed himself to be after his resurrection when he came 
and spoke with his disciples and many others. 
We will have our intellect our whole personalities and the love which we 
have for others will still be present and it will into a greater love from God 
who is love. 
The Sadducees and the Pharisees made up the members of the 
Sanhedrin, they were all devout jews but they were often in contention 
with one another over their beliefs. The Sadducees did not believe in 
resurrection. They studied the first five books of the Bible - the 
Pentateuch. The Pharisees on the other hand studied the psalms and old 
testament books beyond the Pentateuch and in these they found cause to 
believe in resurrection from the dead.  They were delighted that Jesus 
rebutted the Sadducees question. Jesus goes further and proves to them 
all that through Moses’ encounter with the burning bush (Exodus 3) he 
hears the voice of God announce just what sort of God he is. I am the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In other words he is a living God and 
those with him are living also. Not I was but I am. When we worry about 
where our loved ones are after death, read through Acts and see what 
resurrection means in the face and the body of Christ and in the long run, 
it is our relationship with God, which determines our deeper relationships 
with each other. 
What happened to the woman in the story - I think my favourite quote  
for this scripture passage is this from Nancy Rockwell, The Bite in the 
Apple, 2013. 
"Thanks to Jesus, the barren woman does what is unthinkable: she steps 
into heaven on her own." 
Now that’s a whole other sermon right there! 
 



 


