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Useful Numbers

VICAR Stef Dnistrianskyj 01257 451332
email: vicar@stjamesthegreat.net

CHURCHWARDENS Jonathan Ormesher 07539224968
email: tjormesher@icloud.com

Pauline Chapman 01257 453087
email: pauline@chapman47.plus.com

VERGERS Geoff and Marjorie Barlow 01257 367765

ASST. VERGER Syd Johnson 01257 450310

PCC SECRETARY Sue Crawford 01257 453171

ORGANIST Pauline Chapman 01257 453087

HALL BOOKINGS Anne Sharples 01257 424105

SUNDAY SCHOOL Rachael Baron 07921 854810

ST. JAMES PLAYERS Chris Gray 01257 452027

MOTHERS’ UNION Marie Taylor 01257 424919

GIFT AID Rev. Bill Sloan 01257 453665

STEWARDSHIP Margaret Morris 01257 452569

BAPTISM SECRETARY Marie Taylor 01257 424919

HESKIN SCHOOL Jayne Carrier 01257 451365

SAFE FROM HARM Ann Dnistrianskyj 01257 451332

VISION CHAMPION Sue Crawford 01257 453171

Material for inclusion in the magazine should be emailed to Sue Crawford at:
susancrawford@fastmail.co.uk
by the 16th of the month to ensure inclusion in the next issue.

COVER SHOT: In Remembrance
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Have you ever wondered where Anthracite Grey has been up
until now? It’s the new colour on the vicarage. It is highly popular
at the moment, the painter told us. Why haven’t we discovered it
before? Where has it been hiding until now?

Well, the probable answer is it hasn’t been hiding at all, and it isn’t
new. What is different is that is has captured the ‘zeitgeist.’ Or, to
put it less poetically and Germanically, it has become the fashion.
It meets our current needs and aspirations.

It won’t last, just as we look back on fashions from previous
decades, and note how they look out of place now. But it is right
for now.

But how does fashion happen? From whence cometh the zeitgeist?

Well, on my travels somewhere, listening to Radio 4, I was party to the answer – at least in
terms of wallpaper!

There are people across the world who gather regularly, and discuss what the fashion will
be in a few year’s time. These are not influencers, but planners. They have the prophetic
task of ‘fore-knowing’ what will be popular, because when the time comes, they will have
had to have got designers, production managers, wallpaper suppliers, and so on, to have
all these must-have items in the shops. What a disaster if they get it wrong!

How do they do it? How do they know?

Well, I guess they develop that sixth sense.
They learn to rely on each other, listen to
each other’s insights, and maybe, just maybe,
do a little hedging of their bets, but otherwise
they ‘know,’ together, they will get it right.

Of course, there will always be alternatives,
where you can get whatever weird and 
wonderful wallpaper your imagination can
conjure up. But for most of us, a dip into the
zeitgeist is enough for now. Enough to refresh.
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Vicar’s Message
Zeitgeist (tsite-guy-st)



As you are reading this, you will know we have had a change of backdrop – I wouldn’t call
Charles III’s reign a change of wallpaper, but there is a fresh start. Let’s hope for a real
coming together, of treasuring the legacy Queen Elizabeth’s reign has given us, using it to
navigate through these changing times.

The same is true of our worship patterns as Autumn progresses – a new Sunday service 
at 5.00; 10.30 without Sunday School, a monthly gathering for fellowship around on the
first Tuesday.

These things have only been a few months in the planning, and a response to how the
PCC feel we might best meet our needs to be church here in Wrightington and Heskin
today. Let’s make use of them to refresh our response to God’s abiding love to, 
and for, us.

But, it will be an evolving pattern, new and retro, as we, together, seek the prompting of
the Holy Spirit. 

Stef

Vicar’s Message continued...
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St James’ Church, Wrightington with Heskin 

Parkside Colliery
Male VoiCe Choir 

on Friday 21st October 2022
at 7.30pm in the Church

Tickets £10 (incl. Refreshments)

Available from church, or by 
telephoning 01257 424105

or pay on the door



Mothers’ Union
I hope you have all had a relaxing summer break whether you stayed at home or
went away. Fortunately the weather was kind to us who stayed at home, although
the gardens, and parts of the Country are desperate for rain.

Although numbers were down, we did have a successful Strawberry Fair in July as
Ken Reece sang us through musical theatre history from Sullivan to Sondheim. 
Ken has had a lot of experience in singing with groups like the Wigan Gilbert and 
Sullivan Society and several Choirs including Wigan Choral Society and Standish
Choral Society. There was plenty of joining in as the songs became familiar to us.
Thank you to all who attended and added to the atmosphere of the evening.

Our meeting on the 13th September started as usual with our Communion Service
in Church. We welcomed to that service Avril Fowler who has recently become the
Chorley Deanery Presiding Member. Avril has set herself the task of visiting every
Branch meeting in the Deanery and tonight it was our pleasure to have her visit us.
We had our usual September chatty meeting and Avril spoke to members and 
answered questions. She did say that we had a good group here at Wrightington,
some others in the Deanery are very low in numbers. She enjoyed her visit and 
meeting members.

At our 11th October meeting our speaker is Mervyn Sanders telling us about the his-
tory of Entertainment. Several of you will know Mervyn as he is a regular attender at
Church and enjoys his cup of tea after the morning service. Everyone is welcome to
attend if they are interested in this subject.

November 8th we will start our meeting with the Mothers Union Wave of Prayer
Service. This is an Annual Service to be used in every Branch Meeting at this time of
the year. Our speaker that evening will be Pauline (and Ron) helping us through delving
into our family history. Everyone who wishes to know more about researching their
family is welcome to attend.

Dates to note – Harvest Lunch 2nd October – If you wish to provide gifts for the
Mothers Union Window they can be brought to Church on Saturday the 1st after
10am.

Remembrance Sunday 13th November at 10.30am

God Bless

Marie
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GRAND BONFIRE 
& FIREWORKS
SATURDAY 5TH NOVEMBER

Gates open at 5.00pm
Fire lit at 4.45pm

Followed by Fireworks at 6pm

All the traditional attractions and refreshments 

ADMiSSiON: ADUlT £5 - CHilDREN FREE
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From our Remembrance
Book for October
In Loving Memory of
1st Mary Norris
1st Janie Halliwell
3rd James Chadwick
4th Walter Richardson
4th Edith Emily Blades
4th David Woodman
8th Ena Mitchell
8th Gemma Douglas
10th Betty Garner
12th Margaret Somers
13th Frank Bennett
13th Joe Stringfellow
14th Ellen Ormesher
14th Dorothy Percival
15th William Andrews
15th Elsie Barton
16th Heather Sutton
19th Robert Gill
20th Albert Christie
20th Elizabeth Norris
20th Joseph Johnson
20th James Houghton
22nd Cyril Dunsby
28th Ethel Green
28th Dorothy O’Rourke
28th Andrew Strange
30th Annie Dean
30th Jean Norris
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From our Remembrance
Book for November
In Loving Memory of
2nd Thomas Macdonald
5th Michael John Wellby
6th Mary Ann Jackson
8th Marion Abram 
14th Doreen Jackson
16th Derek Herterich
17th Susanna Halsall
17th Brenda Manchester
18th Eric Ingham
18th Harry Abram
19th James Walsh
20th Marion Abram
21st Michael Hunter
22nd Clifford Cook
23rd Bill Rofe
24th Jack Tate
25th Margaret Kershaw
25th Claire Hodgson
26th James Gaskell
27th Tom Chapman
28th Abigail Sharrock
28th Helen McCrone
28th William Dean
29th Elizabeth Ashurst
29th Michael Wilding

29th Joseph Mather
30th Margaret Lowe
30th Ann Watson

If you would like a name added to the
Remembrance Book, please contact the
Vicar or Churchwarden



iNGReDieNTs

Diced�cooked�chicken�breasts

(equivalent�to�4�breasts)

2�cups�chopped�celery

1�small�chopped�onion

1�small�tin�Campbells�

condensed�chicken�soup

1�and�a�half�cups�of�mayonnaise

1�large�chopped�green�pepper

2�chopped�hard�boiled�eggs

(optional)

¼�lb�mushrooms�(optional)

for Topping:

2oz�flaked�almonds,�

toasted�and�crumbled

2oz�crushed�plain�crisps

1�cup�grated�cheese

MeTHoD

Mix�together�main�ingredients

and�place�in�shallow�dish.�

Mix�topping�and�sprinkle�over

the�top�of�the�chicken.

Bake�in�moderate�oven�(190

degrees)�for�45�minutes

Reheats�well�if�cooked�in�

advance�or�can�be�eaten�cold.

Hearty Chicken Bake
Recipe foR ocToBeR – NoVeMBeR 

is fRoM sUe cRAWfoRD
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Family Purse
DATE STEWARDSHIP GIFT AID S.ORDERS LOOSE PLATE

10-Jul 117 145 20

17-Jul 233 151 36

24-Jul 49.50 86.16 28.50

31-Jul 127 60.96 1115.50 47.14

7-Aug 48 63.50 9.60

14-Aug 93.50 83.25 14.50

21-Aug 131.50 69 44.10

28-Aug 248 72 963 35.45

4-Sep 124.50 113.90 51.14

11-Sep 125.50 147.01 32.01

Donations to Church Hall Refurbishments
£200 Pop- up attic sales Sue Wild 
£70 36 Club Draw anonymous donations

36 Club Draw July 2022
PRIZE TICKET NO NAME
£50 73 Eric France
£40 107 Alice Haworth
£30 120 Cynthia Barker
£20 57 Alice Magrath
£20 29 Kath Ormesher

36 Club Draw August 2022
PRIZE TICKET NO NAME
£50 73 Eric France
£40 103 Ken Green
£30 36 Dave Huyton
£20 130 Kerry Storey
£20 99 Chris Charlton
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From the Registers
HOLY BAPTISM

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”

31st July Layla Mary-Ann Blake

7th August Albert R Foy

11th September Phoebe Iris Clementson

HOLY MATRIMONY 

“Those whom God hath joined together”

6th August Olivia Partington Andrew Battersby

CHRISTIAN BURIAL 
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”

8th July Carl Silcock

9th September Muriel Monk

13th September John Rushton

Acknowledgements
The PCC would like to thank all those who have kindly made 

donations to St James’ Church

£10 In loving memory of Karen Ball, a dear friend, 
from Christine Richardson

£50 In loving memory of Karen Ball from Mum and family

£60 Baptism – Albert R Foy

£250 With thanks for the welcome at Chris and Alison’s wedding – 
Ted and Margaret Gregson

£20 With thanks – Mr & Mrs T Bimson

£40 Baptism – Layla Mary-Ann Blake

£90 Donation to pay for leaflet drop – Anonymous

£20 In loving memory of Muriel Monk

£25 Baptism – Phoebe Iris Clementson
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Diary for October 2022
2 TRINITY 16 HARVEST SUNDAY

9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion 

Followed by Harvest Lunch. 
Harvest Gifts welcome at both services

4 7.30pm The Vineyard in the Church Hall

5 Wed 10.30am Play & Praise Toddler Group

9 TRINITY 17
9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Team Service -everyone welcome
5.00pm 30@5

11 Tues 7.30pm Mother’s Union – History of
Entertainment – Mervyn G Saunders

12 Wed 10.30am Play & Praise Group

16 TRINITY 18 
9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion 
12.00noon 36 Club Draw
12.00 noon Holy Baptism – Georgia Louise Morgan
5.00pm 30@5

19 Wed 10.30am Play & Praise Toddler Group

21 Fri 3.30pm Heskin School closes for half term
7.30pm Parkside Colliery Male Voice Choir In Church

23 LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion 
5.00pm 30@5

26 Wed 10.30am No Play & Praise Toddler Group

30 4TH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion 
5.00pm 30@5

31 Mon 9.00am Heskin School opens following half term
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November 2022
1 Tues 7.30pm The Vineyard in the Church Hall

2 Wed 10.30am Play & Praise Toddler Group

5 Sat 5.00pm ST JAMES BONFIRE CELEBRATIONS

6 3rd SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion 
5.00pm 30@5

8 Tues 7.30pm Mother’s Union – Family History 
Pauline Chapman

9 Wed 10.30am Play & Praise Toddler Group

13 2nd SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Team Service – everyone welcome 
5.00pm 30@5

16 Wed 10.30am Play & Praise Toddler Group

19 Sat 11.00am ST JAMES CHRISTMAS FAIR

20 SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT – CHRIST THE KING
9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion 
12.00 36 Club Draw 
5.00pm 30@5

23 Wed 10.30am Play & Praise Toddler Group

27 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion 
5.00pm 30@5

30 Wed 10.30am Play and Praise Toddler Group

December 2022
4 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT TOY SERVICE 

(received at both services)
9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion 
5.00pm 30@5

6 Tues 7.30pm The Vineyard in the Church Hall



Heskin Pemberton’s C of e Primary sCHool

Hello from everyone at Heskin Pemberton’s school,

i hope you’ve all had a peaceful, enjoyable and relaxing summer. although we love the holidays, it really is great to

get back to school and see everyone again. as well as lots of familiar faces, this year, we have also welcomed 12

new children to our school. they’ve all settled in amazingly well and are making lots of new friends.

the autumn term is always a busy time with lots of exciting events but we are particularly looking forward to

our special Harvest service, which will take place at 3:00pm on friday 30th september at st. James the Great

Church. the children will be collecting food in order to help people in our local community and they will be singing

songs and leading prayers so please join us if you can. 

over the summer, we are delighted to find out that we have once again been given the school Games Platinum

award, the highest award possible for Primary schools. this special accolade is achieved by a very small number

of schools who consistently go above and beyond in promoting high quality Pe, sport and healthy living. 

the children and the staff put an amazing amount of time and effort into this important area of our school and i

am very pleased and proud that their endeavours have been recognised. Well done, everyone! 

finally, our Heskin family was deeply saddened to hear about the passing of Her majesty Queen elizabeth ii and

we were united with the rest of the country, the Commonwealth and the world in mourning her loss. our Queen

had been a constant source of stability, a rock, an unwavering 

vision of hope and comfort to us all during her life. she had been a

loyal servant to her subjects, a devoted leader and an inspiration to

many, not only in our country but across the world. Her passing was

a huge loss to us all and, as a school, we supported each other in 

moments of quiet reflection, moments of sadness, moments of 

acknowledgement and moments of praise as we mourned the loss of

our Queen.

love, prayers & best Wishes, alan brindle - Head teacher 

head@heskinpembertons.lacs.sch.uk - 01257 451365

Let all that you do be done in Love. 
1 Corinthians 16:14 

A school family built on Love, strengthened by Faith and enriched by Joy.
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Philip and John were sixth formers on a school trip travelling to the 
battlefields of Flanders. They were studying World War One for their A level 

history course. They were en route to Thiepval to see the Great War Memorial
there. They were particularly interested to see the names of all the fallen 

soldiers who could not be identified, whose names were engraved on the walls
of the memorial and who rested in their neat white graves, each one 

‘A soldier known only to God’. 

As they were looking at the list of the Fallen, they were struck by the name
‘Thomas Edwards’ who died on the Somme aged 18. He was the same age as
themselves. As they were pondering the futility of war, a Guide, from the ticket

office, came towards them dressed in a World War One uniform.

They wandered down the neat rows of white gravestones with him. 
Hundreds marked simply ‘a soldier known to God’.Their Guide led them to a

gravestone, resting under the trees, in the shade.

‘We were wondering about the name Thomas Edwards on the memorial. 
He has no known grave.’ said Philip. ‘He could be lying here among the 

unknown soldiers.’

‘Let me tell you about him,’ said the Guide.

‘Thomas Edwards was 16 years old when he joined the army in 1914. He was a
farm labourer who had a gift with horses. He looked after them on his father’s
tenant farm in a little Lancashire village. He left school at 11 years old. He lived
with his parents on the farm and his three brothers and two sisters. His mother
Mary Jane had a difficult life. She had borne fifteen children, nine of whom had
died in infancy. His father was called Henry and was a very stern but honest,

hardworking man.

Thomas yearned for adventure. He had never been outside his village. 
One afternoon Thomas went to the recruiting office in the Town Hall with his
friend Alf and signed his papers to join the army, accepting the ‘Kings Shilling’.
He was a good stableman so the Army Sergeant said Thomas would be useful
looking after the horses at the Battle Front in France. He was to report to the

army barracks at the end of the week.

When his parents discovered what he had done they were furious. His mother
Mary Ann burst into tears. ‘I’ve already said goodbye to two of your brothers,

do I have to lose you too?’

The following week Thomas was sent to France to care for the War Horses. 

THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER 
BY AUDREY FRANCE
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The reality of war soon banished any romantic fantasies of being a war hero,
having the young ladies swooning over him in his smart uniform. He found the

war was terrifying, Death and destruction were around every corner. 
The trenches were a living hell, with rat infested water and endless mud.

He saw his best friend Alf blown up by a shell. His beloved horses maimed
with terrible injuries, friends dying one by one in the trenches. When it was
time for the Battle of the Somme, Thomas was ordered to leave his horses and
join the other soldiers. As the whistle blew in the trenches, he climbed over
the top to be cut down by a salvo of ammunition and mortar shells. He was
killed instantly. There was nothing left to identify him and he was quickly

buried in a temporary grave. The War Office sent his family a telegram to say he
had been killed in action. His poor parents were beyond grief as they had lost

two of their other sons only a week previously.

Thomas and thousands of other soldiers were reburied later in a War Cemetery
in Thiepval. His unidentified body was placed in the ground there,and his

name was engraved on the giant memorial wall for all eternity. Thomas’ parents
were poor and could not afford to come to France after the war to see the 

Memorial. It broke their hearts. Thomas was just 18 when he died’ 

As the Guide ended his story Philip looked at John. ‘He was as old as we are
now. What a waste! How tragic’.

They stood at the grave of the unknown soldier under the trees to pay their 
respects. John was about to thank the Guide for all his detailed narrative but as

he looked up the Guide had gone.

‘He must have gone back to the office ‘said Philip looking puzzled.

They walked back to the office to find the Guide. They asked the lady what his
name was so they could thank him for his trouble.

‘I’m sorry you must be mistaken ‘said the lady, ‘we have no Guides on site till
the weekend none at all.’

The boys were stunned. Then who was that soldier?’

When they returned to England, they went to the War Museum to look up the
details of Thomas Edwards and his regiment during the war. They looked

through some old photographs. In the section about Thomas Edwards was an
old black and white photograph. ‘I don’t believe it!’ gasped an ashen faced

John, ‘that’s the Guide who showed us the grave. 
Exactly the same uniform too!’

THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER 
BY AUDREY FRANCE continued...
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In the details about Thomas, it said he looked after horses during the war and
fell at the battle of the Somme. His body was never identified and he lies in an

unknown grave at the Thiepval memorial.

‘John, can’t you see, Thomas wanted us to find him!’

They alerted the authorities and after many months of research, found long lost
family relatives who were agreeable to giving their DNA to identify the 

remains. Thomas was exhumed and his DNA matched perfectly with that of his
family descendants.

Thomas was reburied with military honours over a hundred years later. 
A new headstone was engraved bearing his name. On the large memorial his
name was gently crossed out, as was the custom when a soldier who had been

discovered,and was no longer unknown.

At the ceremony in France, Philip and John were invited to attend. As the body
was lowered gently into the ground, ‘The Last Post’ was played for Thomas. 
As the mist began to fall, Philip discerned the figure of a soldier. He smiled to
Philip and whispered, ‘Thank you for finding me. I can rest in peace now.’

He saluted and slowly disappeared into the distance leading one of his
beloved horses. To this day, John and Philip were convinced they could hear
the faint sound of whistling to the tune of ‘It’s a long way to Tipperary’ 

mingled with the clip clop of horses’ hooves .

THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER 
BY AUDREY FRANCE continued...
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Lest We Forget
by Audrey France

The standards flutter proudly on this autumn morning,
Recalling the fallen from so long ago.

The petals cascade on the heads of those present.
The tones of the bugle can be heard in the square.

Lest we forget.

The rows of white crosses stand firm in the sunshine
Lovingly tended by compassionate gardeners.

A glorious tribute for a lost generation, 
Young lives all over before they began.

We must never forget.

The home fires kept burning in the neat terraced houses,
Waiting for news that would never arrive.

Wives, mothers, sweethearts with sorrow filled faces,
Thoughts of their loved ones a lifetime away.

They can never forget.

The blow of the whistle starts the wave of destruction,
The thunder of guns on the banks of the Somme.

Observing their friends who are broken and battered,
Pals once united now lost and alone.

They will never forget

A child holds a candle, he reads out his poem
He calls for forgiveness in this troubled world.
His flame is beacon, it lights up the darkness 
A hope for tomorrow for peace in our time. 

Lest we forget 
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Future Events at St James
October 2nd Harvest Sunday and lunch

October 21st Friday Parkside Colliery Male Voice Choir - in Church 

November 5th Saturday - Bonfire & Firework Display – Start at 5pm

November 13th Remembrance Sunday – Art Exhibition weekend

November 19th Christmas Fair Saturday from 11am 

December 4th Toy Service 

A Thank You from Alan and Brenda Carr
Alan Carr thanks you all for making his 
80th birthday so very special.

We have divided donations between 
Prostate Cancer and Wigan and Leigh Hospice.
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ORMESHERS
GARAGE LTD

We’re a local business established in 1976 offering a drive in and an 
internet booking service. You don’t pay online, just place your booking
and you’ll be able to select a date to come in and have your tyres fitted

and make a payment in the normal way.

We also offer a full vehicle service and repair facility,
and our range of services includes:

 MOT TesTing 
and repairs

 Car diagnOsTiCs

 Car serviCing

 engine Tuning

 Car repairs

 CluTChes

 Brakes

 BaTTeries

 air-COndiTiOning 
speCialisT

 CaMBelTs

 COurTesy Car and van
and MOre

www.wigantyrescentre.co.uk

Telephone: 01942 216202

Email: ormeshersgarage@btconnect.com
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If you are unable to undertake your task on the rota, please either exchange with 
someone else or contact Anne 01257 424105/07900 633905.

If you wish your name to be added to the list please see Anne.
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St James’ the Great, Church Lane, Wrightington with Heskin, Lancashire, WN6 9SN

SUNDAY SERVICES
9.00am Prayer Book Communion

10.30am Parish Communion
(with Sunday School on 1st & 3rd Sundays during Term time)

2nd Sunday - Team Service - No Communion
4th & 5th Sundays Parish Communion

WEEKDAYS
Wednesday 10.30am Play & Praise (Parent & Toddler Group)


