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Editor ial 
 

The weather is often the topic of conversation and the month of August has not disappointed with 
the changing temperatures over the weeks from cool to intense heat, combined with the ‘super 
moon’ which produced a splendid display earlier in August. 

News has come of several deaths recently which very directly affect people and families in the 
Wheatland area. Some much-loved friends and relatives are no longer with us: respecting privacy, 
not all are mentioned by name in this magazine, and readers will know of others too.  This edition 
includes two obituaries.  Let us pause for a few moments to reflect on these lives, the contribution 
that they have all made to the world and the loss that those of us still here will feel. 

September begins the new academic year in schools and wish all those who have completed their 
primary days and are now moving on to secondary school a happy and fulfilling move, making new 
friends and enjoying new experiences.  Also the new youngsters who are starting school following 
their days at preschool.  Enjoy the new experiences. 

Events are starting to be organised across the area so the Diary dates – appearing on page 14 
this month - will give you an idea of what is happening, where and when.  Ideal for making new 
acquaintances and meeting old friends. 

 

 

Ed 

 

 
 

October edition deadline! Please would you send all contributions for the October 2022 edition of 
WN to your contact, as below, no later than Tuesday 20th September. 

Brown Clee and Ditton Priors Jutta Langham, 01746-712551 - rll.langham@btinternet.com 
Aston Botterell, Cleobury North & Burwarton, Wheathill & Loughton Alison Greenan, 01746-787032 - greenan6qx@btinternet.com 

Chetton Pam Downing - pamdowning61@gmail.com 
Highley Revd Val Smith – revval14@gmail.com 

Glazeley & Deuxhill 
Marion Corfield - marion.corfield@talktalk.net 
Revd David Poyner - D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

Billingsley Revd David Poyner - D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 
Farlow, Sidbury, Middleton Scriven, Cleeton St Mary, and Silvington Chris Tibbits - Chris@stottystores.co.uk 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 4 

Diocese of Hereford 
 

September Parish Newsletter 
from Dean Sarah 

 

Hello Everyone 
As we watch without much edification the final weeks of the contest for the leadership of the Conservative 
Party and observe the confrontational nature of the discourse it strikes me that this is a violent way to 
choose a leader. As I watch the playing out of events at Lambeth and in Ukraine and as I follow online 
commentary and dispute on all manner of things from The Commonwealth Games to the Women’s football 
team and the latest garment espoused by the latest celebrity it strikes me that verbal violence is endemic. 
In almost every sphere, often sadly including the church, there is more rancour than unity, more 
vehemence than graciousness, more arguing than listening. We do verbal violence to each other almost as 
a matter of course. Sometimes it is the verbal equivalent of a load of thugs setting upon their victim and 
beating the holy carp out of him in broad daylight. Sometimes it is slow undercover poison, administered to 
destroy with sly violence someone’s reputation. 

We need to learn how to speak with courage and integrity-dare one say with Godly wisdom? The Book of 
Proverbs teaches “sagacious discourse” and well it might, for such discourse sustains the community. 
Whenever speech loses its integrity, so also do the relationships that uphold the community. Ask Boris. Or 
Kier Starmer. 

Proverbs 15 has much to say on the subject. The very opening verse says “a soft answer turns away wrath, 
but a harsh word stirs up anger.” A soft answer might not be ‘nice’ but it will always be devoid of moralistic 
judgements and accusations and will be humanising. It seeks not to threaten or blame but to restore 
connection. Those who blast others with red hot anger deepen division to everyone’s detriment. Moral 
outrage threatens relationships when it is allowed free reign. Those who listen to themselves, notice their 
anger and transform it into passionate care are likely to diffuse tension and foster connection. 

Proverbs 15: gives us another tip. Wise speech is honest and accurate and shares knowledge with others. 
The best teachers communicate truth and cultivate morality. They exude honesty and accuracy. 

We tell a lot of lies in the church- often to protect people’s feelings. Lying, gossip, flattery and slander are 
all identified in Proverbs as negative. Intentionally obscuring the truth is an act that stems from disdain. 
Flattery is a form of lying. It is deceptive in its intent. Gossip may be accurate but it is spoken out of turn, 
inappropriately and without care and so fails to contribute to others’ wellbeing. Slander aims to hurt directly; 
a little whisper, sowing seeds of doubt about someone’s character, destroying their reputation is folly. 
Speaking before listening, sharing information without consideration of its impact, interrupting are all lethal 
and erode relationships and even erects barriers between us. 

Our need for sagacious discourse is acute. Think of the venom spewed on line, the ad hominem attacks 
made on individuals by news crews, the malicious slandering of political opponents and the rapidity with 
which we vilify those who disagree with us and who we then label as enemies. Proverbs has a lot to teach 
us about speaking with wisdom and compassion today. Why not read it and then try to apply it? I’ll be trying 
it too. 

 
The Bishop’s Weekly Video will be back next month. 

Sarah 
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Messages from the Rural Dean 
 

This month, Revd Simon and Revd Sarah Cawdell, Team Rector and Team Vicar of Bridgnorth, leave the 
deanery and the diocese after twenty-five years to step out into new ministries in the Diocese of North 
Uganda. We give thanks to God for their ministry in the deanery and in Claverley and Bridgnorth during 
their time with us. We pray for a fruitful ministry for them in this new phase of their journey, and for God’s 
presence with them and blessing upon them as they make their preparations. 

 

I would like to record my most grateful thanks to all those who are keeping the Faith and the Church alive in 
this time of multiple vacancies across Bridgnorth Deanery. Without your support and cheerful co-operation, 
my job of overseeing the parishes and making sure worship and care are provided would be totally 
impossible. I continue my earnest prayers for God to guide the right people to our benefices to serve in 
ministry to His children and help take the church in our deanery into whatever the future is planned for us. 
Please join me in those prayers! 

 

 

Readings for September 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 4th – The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (Green) 
Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-7; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 

September 11th – The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (Green) 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14; I Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

September 18th – The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity (Green) 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1-9; I Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 

September 25th – The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity (Green) 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91:11-end; I Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-end 

October 2nd – The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity (Green) 
Lamentations 1:1-6; Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 

Mark Daborn 

 



Saint of the Month – Matthew the Apostle 
By the Revd Mark Daborn 

 

hen Jesus picked his twelve closest associates, they were all the sort of men that the 
‘respectable’ classes of the time would have looked down on. ‘Why,’ they would have 
asked, ‘has he chosen people like that? Surely, if this is God’s Chosen One, he would be 
choosing respectable people, like… well, like us for instance.’ 

 

This reaction would, perhaps, have been strongest when Jesus picked out Matthew. Also known as Levi, 
he was a tax-collector. Stationed on the edge of the Sea of Galilee, he probably dealt with customs and 
excise, either between Galilee and the countries to the North, or across the Sea of Galilee. 

 

Tax-collectors worked for the Romans. They were renowned for gathering more than their allotted quota in 
order to line their own pockets. Indeed, that was often the way that they were paid. In the Gospel story 
there is a recurrent phrase on the lips of the respectable people – ‘Tax-collectors and sinners’; to be the 
one was inevitably to be the other as well. 

 

So when Jesus chose a tax-collector to be one of his apostles, he was selecting not only a man of that 
profession (and, let’s be honest, tax-collectors are still not high on the general popularity scale!) but a man 
who was a cheat and a traitor to his people. What a gesture of redemption! 

 

Matthew gave Jesus a way into that whole stratum of Jewish society. The next scene in the story pictures 
Jesus eating a meal with a whole group of tax-collectors, and getting to know them. For these, of course, 
were exactly the kind of people that he had come to help – the outcast and the despised. 

Matthew is credited as the author of the first Gospel, the story of the life of Jesus. It is placed first in the 
New Testament because it was formerly believed to be the earliest account written. More modern 
scholarship indicates that Mark’s is probably the earliest, and that Matthew’s information is drawn from 
Mark’s Gospel and another source now lost. 

 

This is the most ‘Jewish’ of the four Gospels, and seems to be designed firstly to convince the Jews that 
Jesus was indeed the Christ, God’s Chosen One. All the gospel writers are assigned symbols, and 
Matthew’s is a winged man; this is because he especially focuses on the humanity of Jesus, beginning his 
Gospel with a full genealogy showing Jesus’ descent from king David and from Abraham. 

 

Little is known about Matthew in the time after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension. He is mentioned only 
once in the Acts of the Apostles, when the Twelve are listed at the opening of that book. Tradition, though, 
tells that he went to Ethiopia to preach the Gospel, and was martyred there after converting the king of 
Ethiopia to the Christian faith. His feast day is on September 21st.  

 

 

  

W 

MD 
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The United Benefice of Brown Clee 
 

Rector: vacant 
Please contact your Churchwarden, as below. 

In emergency, contact Revd Mark Daborn, Rural Dean, on 01746-718127 

St John the Baptist, Ditton Priors, and Holy Trinity, 
Wheathill & Loughton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Carole Smith: 01746-712474 
Mark Smith: 01746-712394 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Botterell 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Anne Preece: 01746-787237 

St Giles, Chetton 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Sheila Millington: 01746-789443 

SS Peter & Paul, Cleobury North 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mike Bradbury: 01746-787676 
Jane Bufton: 01746-787298 

All Saints, Neenton 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Bobbie Jarvis: 01746-787093 

 

Brown Clee Group News 
Peter Rowland 
It is with great sadness we hear that Revd Jenny Rowland’s husband Peter died in August following a long 
illness.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Jenny and her family. 

 

Services in Brown Clee Churches during September  
 

          
       

  September 4th – Trinity 12   
 09:45 EHC Ditton Priors  
 11:30 HC Aston Botterell  
     
  September 11th – Trinity 13   
 09:45 HC Ditton Priors  
 11:30 HC Chetton  
     
 September 18th – Trinity 14  
 09:45 HC Ditton Priors  
 11:30 HC Neenton  
 18:00 HC Wheathill  
     

          
 

 
          
       

 September 25th – Trinity 15   
 08:30 HC Ditton Priors  
 11:30 Harvest Chetton  
 18:00 Harvest Cleobury North  
     
 October 2nd – Trinity 16  
 10:00 Harvest Ditton Priors  
 18:00 Harvest Aston Botterell  
     

          

 

 

Group Choir 
Mike and the Choir are taking a holiday break until September, when we shall be practicing for the Harvest 
festival services. 

(E) HC 

(Extended) Holy Communion 
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Ditton Priors News 
Marjorie Jones writes: 

Church Services 
A few services had to be changed during August due to clergy holidays. We continued however, with some 
services led by members of the Local Ministry Group. We’ve had the schedules for September and October 
and the clergy are ‘back’, so come and see. 

Cleaning Rota for August: 
• Sunday 4th September  Mrs Jennifer Lowe & Mrs Debbie Jones 
• Sunday 11th September Mr & Mrs Dennis Griffiths 
• Sunday 18th September Mr & Mrs John Ballard 
• Sunday 25th September Mr & Mrs Tony Brown 
• Sunday 2nd October  Mrs Jutta Langham & Mr Steve Allen 

Coffee Mornings 
I am delighted to say that the coffee mornings on the first Saturday of each month, which proved so popular 
over 12 or more years pre-covid, are to start up again. We serve coffee, tea and cakes and there is no 
charge. It is a real community venture, and we have a team of people ready to serve and make cakes. We 
shall be happy to see faces old and new and hopefully make new friends. 

Burwarton Show 
Our refreshment tent was a great success. We sold out of pastries and pies from Reg May butchers and 
the sandwiches and cakes were snapped up. It was good to see customers from previous years seeking us 
out again. My thanks to all who helped set up the day before, all who helped on the day and especially 
those who made cakes and sandwiches. It was a very worthwhile effort and so good to see the show in full 
swing again. 

Afternoon teas on 18th August 
The weather was not too kind to us, so we kept everything inside the church. A good number came along 
and there was a very happy atmosphere. It is so good to mix freely again after the restraints of covid. 
Thank you to all who contributed in any way. 

St John the Baptist 100 Club results for August 2022 
§ £20  Desney Wooldridge 
§ £10  John Richardson 
§ £ 5 each  Adrian Massey, Emma Rowson, Val Roberts 

Dates for your Diary! 

Ride and Stride – Shropshire Historic 
Churches Trust – 10th September 
Half of the sponsor money goes to the Trust and 
half to our church. If you would like to join in or 
sponsor, please contact Marjorie Jones (712423) 
for the appropriate forms. 

Barn Dance – Saturday 1st October – see poster 
on page 8. 

Harvest Supper –Saturday, 8th October in village 
hall. 

Ludlow Male Voice Choir - Friday, 4th November 
in the village hall. 

Fireworks! – Saturday 12th November on the 
Playing Fields. 



Wheathill & Loughton News 
The service at Loughton on 21st August had to be changed from Holy Communion to Evening Prayer. It 
was lay-led and much appreciated. No musical accompaniment but we sang our praises very well.  

The main service will be on the 18th September, 6pm at Wheathill with Revd Mark Daborn leading Holy 
Communion. 

HARVEST:  The festival service will be held at Loughton, 6pm on the 9th October, led by Revd Mark  
Daborn.  

Fundraising 
We hope to have one or two events popping up shortly, namely a Quiz night and afternoon teas. Please 
look out for posters and flyers with the exact information and please, please support us. 

 

Aston Botterell News 
Anne Preece writes: 

Lottery winners 

• £20.00 – Jean Howells 
• £10.00 each – Janet Elizabeth Preece and Mike & Shirley Baugh 
• £5.00 each – Rachel Whiteman and Paul Verney 

 

Burwarton and Cleobury North News 
Our Harvest Festival will be on 25th September at 6pm in Cleobury North church. Please join us if you 
can.  The church will be open from 11am on the day for decorating. Donations of flowers and produce will 
be gratefully received. 

 

Cleobury North & District Village Hall 
CNVH remains open and available for hire.  For enquiries about booking and using the hall, please call 
01746-787093 and leave a message or send a TEXT MESSAGE to 07483-879763 (or both!)  

The Annual General Meeting of Cleobury North and District Village Hall will be held on 25th August at 
7.30pm.  Report in the next WN – we hope to welcome new people to the Committee!! 

 

 

 



Chetton News 
From Pam Downing 

St Giles’s Church and Parish 
Services for September 

U Sunday 11th September - Holy 
Communion 11.30am. 

U Sunday 25th September - Harvest Festival 
11.30 am followed by lunch at Church 
House. 

Flowers and cleaning 

• Pam and Ersilia 

 

100 club 
• August - Steve Vaughan - £15.00 no 29; 

Tricia Ward Jones - £10.00 no 80. 
• September - Ersilia Simpson - £15.00 no 

10: Jonty Bayliss - £10.00 no 43. 

 

We hope you've all enjoyed the glorious weather 
in the last few weeks. It doesn't suit us all but it's 
helped with the harvest that's been gathered in all 
around us. 

 

Many congratulations to Mike and Sue Teague 
on their Golden Wedding anniversary. Mike 
donates a great deal of time to helping us in the 
Brown Clee Benefice and we are extremely 
grateful for all he does and for Sue's 
understanding! Have a wonderful celebration. 

Last month we held a Songs of Praise service, 
many thanks to Dot, also Mike and the choir, who 
sang beautifully and to Andy for playing the organ 
for us. It was a happy and uplifting service, 
hopefully to be repeated. 

We will be holding our Harvest Festival on 
Sunday 25th September followed by lunch 
courtesy of Charles and Lisa at Church House. If 
you wish to join us for the lunch, please let Lisa or 
Sheila know for numbers. All welcome! 

 

 

 

Forthcoming fundraising events 
On Saturday 8th October we are having a Quiz 
with Fish & Chip supper (& puddings) at 
Chetton village Hall, 7.30pm.  £13.50 per person, 
bring your own drinks and glasses.  This will be a 
fun quiz but strictly teams of 4 only! If you wish to 
come along please let Sheila, Lisa or one or the 
PCC know.  If you are not part of a team, that 
won't be a problem, we can accommodate you. 
Past quizzes have been great fun so do try to join 
us. 

 

Chetton Village Hall 
For details of hall or equipment hire please 
telephone Sue on 789239. 

Flicks in the Sticks 
 

We begin our Autumn programme on 
Wednesday 21st September with ‘Downton 
Abbey, A New Era’. 7.30 start, tickets £4.00, 
refreshments available. 

October’s film is ‘The Duke’, starring Jim 
Broadbent and Helen Mirren on the 19th. 

On 16th November we have ‘A walk in the 
woods’, with Robert Redford and Emma 
Thompson. 

We are holding a Barn Dance on Saturday 15th 
October: more details in next month’s news. 

 

Exercise classes 
• Pam’s Pilates – 9.30 am on Mondays. 
• Chetton Active Friends – from 2.00pm on 

Mondays 
• Zumba – with Lisa Beards, 2.30pm on 

Tuesdays. 
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Neenton News 
Bobbie Jarvis writes: 

All Saints’ service in September 
U Sunday 18th September – 11:30am – Holy Communion. 

Thank you to all who took part in preparing the churchyard and helping to clean the church and arrange the 
wonderful flowers in the church Claire loved so much.  The windows had vases of flowers from Claire’s 
garden and there was a large sheaf of oats in the porch from Hall Farm where she spent many years of her 
life.  

Dates for your diary 
Saturday 10th September - Ride & Stride takes place.  This is organised by Shropshire Historic 
Churches Trust (SHCT).  People are encouraged to visit churches throughout Shropshire using any form of 
transport, sponsor forms are available from Bobbie Jarvis if you wish to take part and can raise funds for 
both SHCT and All Saints Church the money collected being divided between the two.  Many of the 
churches are open and have refreshments available.  Details are on the SHCT website and on the back 
page of August WN. 

Saturday 17th September – Annual Fete and Duck Race 
This is one of the main events to take place in Neenton to raise funds for the church and local charities.  A 
fun day for all with stalls, BBQ, games and live music plus Julie’s friendly ponies giving carriage rides for 
children.  We hope the Rea Brook will accommodate the ducks and give them an interesting swim from the 
start line to the finish.  At the Pheasant Inn, from 2pm until 5pm with the ducks taking off around 4.15pm.  
Come along and try your hand at skittles, win gifts on the tombola, get your cakes for tea and win other 
prizes in the raffle and other games. 

August 29th – Bank Holiday Monday – live music with the Dirty Rockin’ Scoundrels at the Pheasant 

October 15th – Charity quiz at Cleobury North Village Hall – details next month. 

All Saints’ Tote – 2022 - 2023 
Subscriptions of £12 for the Tote from August 2022 until July 2023 are still outstanding. Please contact 
Dot Cartwright, Sue Hale or Bobbie Jarvis to join for another year.  This is one of our ways to fund raise but 
also to give back to the lucky winners every month.  The results of the August/September draw will be 
published in Wheatland News in due course.  Join now!!!!! 

 

The Pheasant at Neenton  
Opening times – except as shown for the special events: 

 Wednesday/Thursday – 12 noon – 3pm, 6pm – 11pm 
 Friday / Saturday – 12 noon – 11pm 
 Sunday lunch 12 noon – 4.30pm  

To discuss times and your requirements please email 
info@pheasantatneenton.co.uk, telephone 01746-787955 or book direct on the 
website. 

 



Claire Mottershead – 2 June 1927 – 28 July 2022 
A service of thanksgiving and remembrance for the life of Claire 
Mottershead, attended by a large congregation of family and 
friends, was held in All Saints’ Church on Wednesday 17th 
August, with reminiscence and refreshments generously hosted 
by the family in the Pheasant Inn afterwards.  The church was 
beautifully dressed for the occasion. 

A former neighbour writes: Apart from her close family, very few 
people who now live in Neenton will remember Claire or have any 
idea of the huge contribution that she made to the life of the 
church and the village, or what an extraordinary person she was. 

Claire’s parents came to live and farm at Hall Farm in the early 
1930s.  She described to me their journey from their previous 
home near Bettisfield, and their arrival by train into Burwarton 
Station on the Cleobury Mortimer to Ditton Priors Light Railway.  
From there, they walked with their cattle the mile along the road to their new home at Hall Farm. 

Claire was one of three siblings, the children of John and MayBelle Moreton.  Her two brothers were John – 
who for some years chaired Neenton Parish Meeting – and Edwin, the late husband of Margaret.  Paul and 
Ian, the sons of Margaret and Edwin, still farm in Neenton to this day, though their brother Martin has 
moved away. 

Claire adored children.  After training and working as a nursery nurse in Birmingham, Claire went to India in 
1947 to become nanny to the children of a British family there.  She loved that life, and partition later that 
year meant a sudden and not altogether welcome return home, sailing from Karachi and arriving in 
Southampton on 24 January 1948. 

Claire married her adored Reg in 1966 but her happy married life was cut tragically short by his death only 
10 years later.  She carried his photograph in her purse all the years that I knew her. 

The farming community will remember Claire as the lady who oversaw pig licensing, which took her to the 
livestock markets every week. 

As churchwarden for many years, Claire cared deeply for the fabric of All Saints’ as well as its people, 
taking her pastoral responsibilities very seriously.  She was also fascinated by the history of the village and 
had a wealth of oral history to pass on, especially about the Lowry Corry family who sold Neenton manor in 
1912, about the families who had lived in the Rectory once it had become surplus to church requirements, 

and about the parish room – another lost feature 
of our village, used for a whole raft of social 
events for many years, including as the school 
for evacuees who came to Neenton during 
WWII.  And I remember her unrolling an 
enormous hand-drawn family tree across her 
living room floor one evening.   

I got to know Claire soon after I moved to 
Neenton in 1989 – she delivered the Wheatland 

Claire is pictured here receiving a bouquet 
from the community on the occasion of her 

‘retirement’ as clerk to Neenton Parish Meeting 
in 2000. 
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News to the Neenton subscribers, making sure everyone was alright, helping those who needed it, and was 
always glad of someone to help with the duck race.  Yes, same ducks, same river, though with some 
changes to the course over the years.  I can see Claire now, climbing the gate into the field by the Rea 
Brook as if it were nothing at all.  The annual fete was held in the garden of the Pheasant, just as it is now.  
For some reason, the ducks seemed to come out of the river much dirtier than they do these days, so on 
the evening of the race they would have a thorough bath and be checked against the register to see who 
had swum off to Tenbury, before being put back in the shed for next year. 

In her spare time – though quite when that was I can’t imagine – she was always, but always, busy helping 
someone or doing something for someone other than herself – she was for some time a part time bar-maid 
in the Pheasant.  I think she would be thrilled at what it has now become. 

And I’m pretty sure that Claire’s house was the first in Neenton to be fitted with solar panels to feed her 
central heating system and hot water tank too! 

So much that has happened in Neenton over the last 20 years has been built on the foundations of 
community spirit that Claire nurtured here – and that she, no doubt, inherited from her own family and from 
others who have played a part in the story of Neenton. 

 

Wheatland Diary 

Mon 29 Aug Live music – Dirty Rocking Scoundrels at the Pheasant Inn – see page 12 8 

Sat 3 Sept Ditton Priors Church – monthly coffee morning – see page 9 9 

Thurs 7 Sept Celebration of the apple – Glazeley Church – see page 19 9 

Sat 10 Sept Ride and Stride! 9 

Sat 10 Sept Daddy’s Hat – St Gregory’s Church, Morville, 3.00pm – see page 16 9 

Sat 10 Sept Coffee morning – Middleton Scriven Church – 10.00 – 12.00 – see page 26 9 

Thurs 15 Sept Glazeley evening walk, 6.30 pm – see page 19 9 

Fri 16 Sept Start of Corvedale Festival – see page 18 – runs to 24th. 9 

Sat 17 Sept Neenton Fete and Duck Race – Pheasant Inn, 2pm – 5pm – see page 12 9 

Wed 21 Sept Flicks in the Sticks, Chetton VH 7.30pm – ‘Downton Abbey – a New Era’ – see page 11 9 

Wed 21 Sept Stottesdon & District WI – Chorley VH – ‘Communication Skills’ – see page 24 9 

Sat 1 Oct Ditton Priors Church – monthly coffee morning – see page 9 10 

Sat 1 Oct Barn Dance, Ditton Priors – see page 8 10 

Sat 8 Oct Harvest Supper – Ditton Priors Village Hall – see page 9 10 

Sat 8 Oct Quiz, and Fish & Chip Supper at Chetton VH.  Tickets £13.50 – contact Sheila or Lisa – see page 11 10 

Sat 8 Oct Ditton Priors Harvest Supper – see page 9 10 

Sat 8 Oct Stottesdon Apple Day – Fighting Cocks Inn, 12.00 – 3.00pm 10 

Sat 15 Oct Barn Dance, Chetton VH – see page 11 10 

Sat 15 Oct Charity Quiz – Cleobury North VH – organised by Neenton FAF group – see page 12 10 

Sat 15 Oct Daddy’s Hat – Parish Church, Much Wenlock, 3.00pm – see page 16 10 

Wed 19 Oct Flicks in the Sticks, Chetton VH 7.30pm – ‘The Duke’ – see page 11 10 

Fri 4 Nov Ludlow Male Voice Choir – Ditton Priors Village Hall 11 

Sat  5 Nov Ditton Priors Church – monthly coffee morning – see page 9 11 

Sat 12 Nov Ditton Priors Fireworks on the playing fields – see page 9 11 

Wed 16 Nov Flicks in the Sticks, Chetton VH 7.30pm – ‘A Walk in the Woods’ – see page 11 11 

Sat 19 Nov Daddy’s Hat – starting at Aston Botterell Church, 3.00pm – see page 16 11 

CCJ 
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Natural Networks Around the Brown Clee 
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Natural Networks Around 
the Brown Clee 
at the 
Burwarton Show 2022 

From Sue Crichton at Wheathill 
Earlier in the year, during the AGM of Abdon District 
Community Wildlife Group, I had an idea to map areas 
of land that were actively encouraging biodiversity 
around Brown Clee. We named it Natural Networks Around Brown Clee or NNABC 
for short.  

How wonderful it would be to watch a corridor develop around the hill, where 
people working in their gardens, on their small holdings or farms, were taking steps to reduce carbon emissions, 
encourage wildlife and respect sustainability.  

We purchased an OS map centering on Abdon and began listing criteria that would need to be met in order to, ‘get on 
the map’!  

After making slow progress in publicising this, I had a meeting with good friends, Pam and Ruby one afternoon. Pam 
suggested a Stand at the Burwarton Show!     

 

Wanting it to show people that if all they had was a small garden, they 
could still do things to help wildlife. So, we created a stand that had lots 
of plants, small trees, bales of hay, flowers, bird tables, bee hotels, log 
piles, bat boxes, a small pond and even a scarecrow.  Added books, 
leaflets, posters, facts, photographs, websites...so folks could learn 
more and pick up ideas to increase biodiversity easily, around where 
they live.  

Ruby engaged the community of Clee St Margaret, to create a beautiful, 
felted collage of a wildflower meadow, as a backdrop to the stand, 
which will later be displayed in its village hall.  

Lots of people came on 
Show Day to have a look 

and have a chat. It was so interesting finding out if they met the criteria 
to ‘get on the map’ or to just discuss what ideas they could use to 
enhance their garden or field.  

It was smashing to have a visit from 
Lord and Lady Boyne, who were 
interested in the project and 
mapped out the areas of Burwarton 
Estate which were part of the 
NNABC.  

If you are interested to 
“get on the map”, please 
check out our website at   

Naturalnetworksabc.weebly.com 

Look forward to hearing from you.  

Sue Crichton 

So we had one!!  
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Daddy ’s Hat Music and Poetry 

Dates for your diary! 
Saturday 10th September 3.00pm at St 
Gregory’s Church, Morville, by kind invitation from the Revs Sarah and 
Simon Cawdell.   

This is another first for DH – organ solos with Andy Johnson as MC, and 
guest organists.  A farewell for the Revs Sarah and Simon Cawdell as they 
embark on their new life in Uganda.  Daddy’s Hat will wish them well. 

 

Saturday October 15th, 3.00pm at the Parish Church in Much Wenlock.  The 
Blue Hills Choir from Diddlebury, conducted by Ros Crouch, bring their special genre of 
music.  This is a ticket event - £5 each – sold by and in aid of Cuan Wildlife Rescue – 
contact Deb Bulger 07749-428871.  Cuan costs £1000 a day to continue its work, and 
very much needs our help.   

Saturday November 19th – Rockers and Bluesbreakers!!!  A lively DH concert to 
remember “Moz” Mosley.  Starting at Aston Botterell Church at 3.00pm, and finishing 
later at the Three Horseshoes, Wheathill.  Full details in the November WN – 
just keep this date in your diary! 

Looking back to the DH summer events 
St Bartholomew’s Church at Richard’s Castle is 
now in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust 
– you can download a free guide from the Trust’s 
website.  It is the most enormous, awe-
inspiring building, incredible acoustics, 
breathtaking stonework, in a spectacular 
location overlooking the Shropshire 
countryside.  The purity and elegance of 
music by Bach and Haydn, played by Ruth 
Henley and Ben Richards on their cellos, filled 

the vast space perfectly for the DH event on 30th July.   

Afterwards Sally kindly provided a light picnic so there was much chat among the small audience while we 
revelled in the fresh air and the landscape.  The sort of afternoon we wanted never to end. 

Saturday 20th August at SS Peter and Paul’s Church, Cleobury North.  
Concordia Ladies’ Choir returned with a moving and emotional performance, 
bravely singing for us despite a tragic bereavement earlier in the week.  On a 
lighter note, Angie encapsulated the relationship problems endured in the 
1920s in the enduring message of “Mean to Me” in her wonderful blues voice. 

 

Ride and Stride – with David Hardham’s approval The Hat is taking part!  
Contact Sally on 01746-787419 to find out how it can sponsor YOUR OWN 
CHOSEN CHURCH. 
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September Molecule of the Month 
    SGLT2 
 

By David Poyner 

 

After 18 months of Molecule of the Month, perhaps it is time for 
readers of the Wheatland News to try an experiment for themselves? 

Take a few grains of a coloured substance such as coffee and tip them into a cup of water – but 
don’t stir!! You will quickly observe a strong brown colour around the coffee granules, as they 
dissolve. After say an hour, the bottom of the cup will be full of a brown liquid but the top will be 
clear. However, if you leave this overnight, you will find that the brown colour is uniformly spread 
throughout the entire cup.  

You have just observed the process of diffusion; how substances, such as the brown molecules in 
coffee, will naturally move from an area of high concentration to places of lower concentration, 
until they are uniformly distributed. Diffusion is very important in moving substances around and 
into the body. If for example, you eat a chocolate bar, the sugar (normally in the form of glucose) 
in it is more abundant than in your blood, so it will naturally tend to move across your stomach into 
your blood. 

There are however two issues with this. Firstly, the glucose has to cross your stomach wall. This is 
lined with cells and these are surrounded by membranes which glucose cannot easily cross. Even 
worse, these cells have a lot of glucose in them; probably at a higher concentration than is found 
inside your stomach, no matter how much chocolate you have eaten. Left to itself, the glucose 
would stay in your stomach. As you need glucose to stay alive, this is not a good scenario. 

The body partially deals with this by having special protein molecules on the surface of cells that 
allow glucose to pass through them; the glucose transporters. But, by themselves, these are not 
enough; you are still left with an unfavourable concentration gradient. The body solves this by a 
process called coupled transport. All our body fluids are rich in dissolved sodium chloride, 
common salt. However, inside our cells there is very little of this. Thus there is a natural 
concentration gradient that favours sodium entry: sodium chloride “wants” to get into cells but the 
same membrane that prevents glucose from entering in by itself also stops sodium movement. 
The glucose transporters allow sodium to move into cells down its concentration gradient, but only 
if the sodium is accompanied by glucose molecules. This is known as coupled transport; the body 
as a series of proteins known as sodium-glucose co-transporters (SGLTs) that do just this. 

Very recently the structure of two of these has been uncovered. The way they work can best be 
described as a shuffle. Glucose first binds to a cleft on the outside of the protein but only if sodium 
binds as well. The cleft now closes and a new passage opens from the sodium and glucose 
binding sites leading to the inside of the cell. The sodium and glucose pass down this passage to 
get into the cell. The structure of these proteins are similar to transport proteins found in bacteria. 
Once nature has come across a useful mechanism in the course of evolution, it often re-uses it!  

 
Continued on next page 
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Glucose is a useful molecule; not only do we need to absorb it in food (done by SGLT1), we also do not 
want to waste it unnecessarily in urine. There is a glucose sodium cotransporter called SGLT2 found in the 
kidney, which takes glucose in the urine and send it back into the blood. However, in diabetes, sugar in the 
blood is too high and this damages the body. In this case, we need to stop the glucose recovery and there 
are now a number of drugs prescribed for treating diabetes which do just this. We now have a structure of 
SGLT2 with one such drug, empaglifozin and we can see that is binds in the middle of the protein, blocking 
the channel through which sodium and glucose must move. Consequently glucose that has entered the 
urine stays there and does not get taken back into the blood. The structure of SGLT2 may help us develop 
more such drugs. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Side view of SGLT2. The protein is in 
green; empaglifozin is the pink molecule in the 

centre of the protein 

 

Figure 2. SGLT2, looking down from the top. 
This is the view of the protein a glucose 
molecule would have as it approached it to 
enter the cell. There is a narrow channel 
where the glucose would bind, but the 
empaglifozin in the centre (pink) blocks this. 

DP 
 
 

 
 
Corvedale Festival  
 
 

 
The Corvedale Festival runs from 16th to 24th September in churches and village halls 
throughout the Corvedale. There are concerts, literary events and an art exhibition at Westhope 
College. For full details of performers, programmes and venues please see the website: 
corvedalefestival.org – details of how to buy tickets and other ways to support us via the 
Festival Supporters Scheme can also be found there. The  Festival Office can be contacted 
directly on 07745 825700. Hope to see you there! 
 
Ruth Henley 
Secretary, Corvedale Festival 
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Severn Valley Group of Par ishes 

Rector: Vacant 
Revd Val Smith, Associate Minister 
revval14@gmail.com 
 

Revd David Poyner, Associate Minister 
Tel 01562 68638 (home) or 0121 204 3997 (work); 
email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

 

St Mary, Billingsley 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Vacant 

St Peter, Chelmarsh 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Derek Arnold: 07956-844854 

St Bartholomew, Glazeley 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Vacant 

Benefice news and services 
Church services for September 
During the interregnum please check service times in the parish sections below, or with your 
churchwardens. 

Glazeley  
The Revd David Poyner writes: 

Our September service will be our harvest festival and we also will be marking the service of June 
Davenhill. A photo of June will be placed next to the organ. June attended Glazeley Church for all of her life 
and for over 60 years she was the organist. After marriage, she eventually moved to Pelsall, an hour’s drive 
from Glazeley. None-the-less, she continued to play on a regular basis at Glazeley until she was 81. 
Furthermore, she regularly brought Pelsall Ladies’ Choir for a Christmas concert in the church. In 2014 she 
was awarded the BEM for services to music in the community. She is a worthy person for us to remember.  

The 100 Club that has previously supported Billingsley is now also open for those who wish to support 
Glazeley; applications can be found at https://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/friendsofbillingsley100club/ 

The monthly breakfasts in aid of Chetton and Glazeley churches at the Down are due to start again at 
the very end of August, with the first for Glazeley hopefully in September. 

David Poyner Tel 01562 68638; email 
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk   

Marion Corfield - 01746-764585 
marion.corfield@talktalk.net 

Billingsley News 
The Revd David Poyner writes: 

Our monthly walk in August took us to Chelmarsh for a stroll from the church to the Uplands. On a very hot 
day, we managed to find both shade and breeze, as well as some wonderful views over the Severn valley 
to Dudmaston. There will be another walk, provisionally on Thursday 15th September, starting at 6.30pm. 
check with me or the Billingsley/Glazeley church websites for details.  

On Thursday 7th September at 7pm we will meet in the Orchard next to the church of a celebration of 
orchards, apple and all things made from apples. This is based on the old traditions of blessing the cider 
orchards that used to take place in this part of the world in the Autumn and is part of "Forest Church", 
where we worship out of doors.  

At our evening service this month on Sunday 11th September we have our harvest festival and also a 
guest speaker; Jane Peeler. Jane is a lay reader from Bridgnorth who is also an Anna Chaplain; a ministry 
particularly aimed at the elderly in our communities. 
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If anyone would like to support our work at Billingsley through the 100 Club, please join. For £4 a month, 
you are entered into a weekly draw and all profits go to support the church; forms available at the website 
noted in the Glazeley news 

 

Follow Billingsley on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/  or our websites, www.st-
marys-billingsley.org.uk ,  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/ 
 

 

 

Obituary – George Poyner 
George Poyner, one of our senior residents, carpenter and church man, died peacefully on August 
11th, after a short spell in Telford Hospital.  
George was born in Woodhill Road, Highley on June 27th 1927. His father, John Poyner lost his first wife to 
the flu epidemic just after the war.  John moved to Highley and there found consolation with Laura Potter, 
who was living in Yew Tree Terrace looking after her mum. One thing led to another and to their marriage 
and George as their first child. John already had three sons from his first marriage; it was step-brother Bob 
who was closest to George and his siblings; eventually four more brothers and a sister.  

George went to Highley School until he was 14. He always reckoned he wasn’t that bright but he had an 
instinctive grasp of geometry and mechanics. And it was at Highley that he was taught woodwork by Mr 
Harrop. George’s early projects weren’t always successful but it was one of the factors that sent him on a 
lifetime journey as a craftsman. There was also an old carpenter living up Ingram Lane, who had a bit of 
land where father John occasionally worked; although working as a miner, he was at heart a farmer. For 
payment, John asked the carpenter to make a wooden wheelbarrow for his son, which George proudly 
pushed home. Over the last few days, I’ve been finishing off George’s last wheelbarrow and am working on 
an upgrade for the latest model; we had been discussing iron tyres… 

At 14, George left school and his father arranged an interview with Mr Chesworth, the chief engineer at 
Alveley Colliery, for him to start as in the carpenter’s shop. George got the job and worked as a carpenter 

at Alveley for 26 years, until 
just before the pit closed. 
He got on very well with Mr 
Chesworth, who recognised 
that he was a first rate 
craftsman who could be 
trusted to do any job. The 
job of a carpenter at a 
colliery has always been 
varied; everything from 
heavy-duty work putting on 
doors on an engine shed at 
Baggerridge, or shoring at 
Lilleshall Abbey, through to 
fitting out the new canteen 
at Alveley or repairs to 
colliery houses and 
property. Sometimes there 

David Poyner – Associate Minister 
Tel 01562-68638; email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk   
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were “specials”, on the surface or underground. Mr 
Wood, one of the less practical managers at Alveley got 
George to make an attachment for the coal cutter, to 
clear the slack, from wood. In George’s words “The 
cutter started, it reared up in the air and the attachment 
got smashed into a thousand pieces”. George also learnt 
metal work; operating a burner to cut girders, both in the 
shaft and on the surface, inspecting the shaft or capping 
the winding rope. 

When Alveley was closing, George very briefly moved to 
the Star Aluminium, working on the production line. He 
stuck it for about 6 weeks; he missed his trade. 
Fortunately at that time his brother was setting up in the 
construction business as Westpoy Construction and they 
needed a master carpenter. So George moved to work 
with Westpoy for about 15 years, partly in the workshop, 
making everything from doors and windows to stairs and 
partly on the building site, fitting rooves and the various 
items he had previously made. Whilst he was there, he trained a number of apprentices who are now 
successful carpenters in their own right. Finally, for the last few years of his working life, he worked as a 
carpenter at Bridgnorth Council, now largely based in the workshop at Stanley Lane. And right up to the 
end, he enjoyed “tatting about” in his workshop. 

George was a keen sportsman. He opened the batting for Woodhill Cricket Club; he was the secretary at 
one point and built their pavillion. He was a keen member of Highley Youth Club where he briefly was an 
athlete; towards the end as he struggled with his stick he would quote a report of his finest moment from 
the Bridgnorth Journal; “Poyner ran the mile in fine style”. And there was football; as a player for Chelmarsh 
Dynamos and then Arley Oaks; as a spectator at Kidderminster Harriers and Aston Villa. He saw Villa win 
the FA and league cups at Wembley; together we saw Kiddy fail to win at Wembley. Right to the end, he 
enjoyed watching football and cricket on the TV; the lionesses at the Euros, the 100. 

Then there was Esther, his wife of 60 years.  They first met at a dance; I think they were both on the 
rebound. Throughout his life, George was very placid and calm; Esther was fiery. But they were devoted to 
each other.  

George took to the church in his 40s. He became confirmed when I was confirmed. I think Esther told him 
he had to… But for the next 50 years he followed a quiet, understated path of faith. He rarely talked about it 
but Sunday by Sunday he attended church, right to the very end. One of his great pleasures was singing 
hymns; a bit odd as he was tone deaf, but I could always tell if things were going well because he would 
sing, about the house, in his workshop. And as I started to read all the cards that have poured in over the 
last couple of weeks, describing George, I was struck by how the same words kept coming up: kind, gentle, 
patient. George was a man who effortlessly lived a Godly life. 

At the very end, I was with George as he slipped away. But there was another with us both. The God of life 
that was with him when he entered into this world, was there 95 years later to welcome him into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. At the end, God.  

. 

 

David Poyner, son of George and Esther 



The Stottesdon Group of Par ishes 

Rector: Revd Mark Daborn 
The Rectory, Stottesdon, Shropshire, DY14 8UE  
Telephone 01746-718127.  Email mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk 
Days off – MONDAY and THURSDAY 

September Message 
 

 

I’m writing this at what seems to be the approaching end of the hot spell in mid-August, so that I can submit 
it to the editorial team before I go off for my summer hols. There have been mixed reactions to this latest 
sunny spell, including from the farming community. Those with a harvest to bring in want the dry spell to 
continue; those with livestock in the fields want some rain to get the grass growing again. Which seems a 
good practical illustration (or nearly) of Newton’s Third Law of Motion, that for every action in nature there is 
an equal and opposite reaction. 

There is no such thing, of course, as perfection, Or not, at any rate, in the human sphere of operation. 
There is a lovely piece of monastic writing and illustration dating from the early eighth century known as the 
Lindisfarne Gospels. It is believed to have been the work of Eadfrith, Bishop of Lindisfarne, produced in 
honour of St Cuthbert. It is, of course, hand-written, and illustrated with the most incredibly ornate and vivid 
pictures in and around the text. It is a book containing the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in 
Latin. If you’ve not come across it before, look it up online and marvel at the work. 

But one corner of one page is left unpainted. There is speculation about why this should be so, including 
the suggestions that he didn’t notice it, or that he ran out of time. But the explanation that I favour is that he 
left this small part of his great work unfinished so that nobody could call it perfect – because perfection 
belongs to God. 

I like that because it reminds us that, much as we might aspire to do our best at whatever we undertake, 
perfection is actually beyond us and there is always a stage further that can be travelled. Perhaps all the 
athletics that have been going on recently – world championships, Commonwealth Games and European 
Championships – give us a similar reminder: anyone who sets a new record will see it broken sooner or 
later. We continue to strive.  

August, as well as all the athletic competitions (and, by the way, why was there no rowing in the 
Commonwealth Games?) also saw the Lambeth Conference, the meeting of the bishops of the provinces of 
the whole Anglican Communion. Or most of them anyway, those who didn’t boycott the assembly for one 
reason or another. Their deliberations resulted in compromise agreements in several areas of humanity 
that have led to deep anger and hurt among many. But the Church is a human organisation working with all 
the disadvantages of humanity as well as its great advantages. So many of its weaknesses are the reverse 
of the coin of its strengths.  

We all who are part of it continue to labour for the goals that seem to be best in tune with God’s loving 
purpose for us, knowing that perfection is beyond our reach, but still worth striving for.  

 

 

 

 

Mark Daborn 

 



Stottesdon Benefice Group News 

St Mary, Stottesdon 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Clare Tibbits: 01746-718007 

St Giles, Farlow 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Nigel Savage-Bailey - 07989-308599 

Holy Trinity, Sidbury 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Andrew Sierakowski - 07934-714149 

St Mary, Cleeton St Mary 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Sue Dolphin: - 01584 890583 

St John, Middleton Scriven 
CHURCHWARDEN 
vacant – so your contact is 
Revd Mark Daborn - 01746-718127 

St Michael, Silvington 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Annette Metcalfe: - 01584 890161 

 

Services in Stottesdon Benefice Churches for September 

 
 

 

          

       
  Sunday 4th September – 12th after Trinity   

  09:00 HC Farlow   
  18:30 EP Stottesdon   

       
  Sunday 11th September – 13th after Trinity   
  10:30 BHC Cleeton St Mary   

       
  Sunday 18th September – 14th after Trinity   

  10:30 IW Stottesdon   

  16:00 HT Sidbury   
     

          
 
 

          
  

   
  

  Sunday 25th September – 15th after Trinity   
 09:00 HC Silvington  

  10:30 HC Stottesdon   

  
 

Nb – no evening service at 
Cleeton St Mary 

  

  
   

  
     
  Sunday 2nd October – 16th after Trinity   

  10:30 HC Stottesdon   

  18:30 HT Farlow   
     

          

HC 
Holy Communion 

BHC 
Benefice Holy Communion – Group Service 

EP – Evening Prayer 

IW – Informal Worship HT – Harvest Thanksgiving 

 

From the Stottesdon Benefice Registers 
U Stottesdon – Wedding of Lindsey Rollings and Andrew Price 

U Stottesdon – Christening of Georgie Louise Preece 

U Middleton Scriven – Crematorium Service for Dorothy Ethel Pritchard – RIP 

U Silvington – Wedding of Rosie Millichamp and Joe Cooke. 

 

 

If you are, or someone you know is, in need of prayer or a visit, or Communion at home or 
elsewhere, then please contact Mark direct, or ask your churchwarden to help you to 

arrange this. 
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Stottesdon News 
Clare Tibbits writes: 

St Mary’s 100 Club 
Congratulations to our August winners: 

• Babs & Tony Brown, Derek Overton, Rachael Allen 

St Mary’s Church: “Past, Present and Future” Heritage Project 
Chris Tibbits writes: “We are delighted to confirm that the building work on this major project 

- largely funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund - is now under way.” 
With the survey work complete, we can report the (unsurprising, to the church cleaning team at least) 
‘news’ that St Mary’s actually does have “bats in the belfry” and the porch and the chancel roof.  Ecologist 
Nick confirmed individual, non-breeding, ‘day roosts’ of common pipistrelle (1), soprano pipistrells (<4) and 
1 long-eared bat.  

As there is no ‘maternity colony’ and our bats are common species, the planned roof repairs are permitted 
under the terms of the Low Impact Licence which we have obtained from Natural England, and mitigation 
measures such as the provision of 3 new bat boxes (for 5 years). The design for the roof works will have to 
be modified slightly to incorporate bat-friendly gaps in ridge tiles and the external stone walls.  

Elsewhere on the site, contractor Mike Gammon has had a team of two stripping-out the wooden floors and 
kitchen units at the west end – in the Baptistry and Coffee area.  

We knew about the dry rot here but the invasive fungus turns out to be more extensive than earlier surveys 
suggested; so for now the area is ‘out of bounds’ to avoid spreading the spores  –  and for safety reasons 
(since there is now no floor and the light switches are within the cordon!) we are limiting access to the 
building until the fungus is removed and the area treated.  [Anyone with essential church business can, 
of course, call us 01746 718007 to discuss their specific access needs].   

Apart from that, ‘behind the scenes preparation’ is almost complete for the main roofing and stonework 
repair contract to begin. The installation of the north side external scaffolding will be complete by the time 
you read this, and work to remove sections of the old roof is likely to have started just after the Bank 
Holiday - with working hours between 08.30-16.00 (weekdays) 

More news on this next month…. 

Clare and Chris, for and on behalf of Stottesdon P C C 
 

 

Stottesdon & District WI meets at 7.30pm on the third Wednesday of each 
month, generally at either Farlow or Chorley Village Hall. In August, the WI enjoyed 
their new take on their Annual Outing: a superb Garden Party and Yoga session 
hosted by Helena and Mike Hale.  

The September meeting is at Chorley Village Hall, 7.30pm on Wednesday 21st when Rob Kennett will be 
sharing insights on that most important human need - “Communication Skills”. 

 

New ‘Refill’ Shop on our doorstep – now operating at Hardwickforge – the Community Notice Board on 
page 26. 
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Helping the Severn Hospice 
The Stottesdon and Cleobury 
Mortimer ‘Severn Hospice Support 
Group’ have raised £3000 – yes, 
three thousand pounds - for the 
Hospice!   
 
This has been achieved through a Gin Walk, 
by craft group sales etc. 
 

 
 
 

This picture shows members Madge, 
Rosemary, Catherine, and Shaunah with 

this fantastic cheque.  Huge 
congratulations to all of you, and all 

members of the Support Group.   

 

Severn Hospice provides so much 
support to everyone in this area.  Visit 
their website to find out more about their 
work and how we can all help.  Better still 
– go shopping with them!  They run 30 
shops across Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin, and Mid-Wales, and were named Charity Retailer of the 
Year in a national award. 

 

 

 

Silvington News 
Annette Metcalfe writes: 

Our service this month will be Holy Communion at 9am on Sunday 25th. 

Farlow News  
Holy Communion will be celebrated at St Giles’ church on Sunday 4th September at 09.00 and our Harvest 
Thanksgiving will be on 2nd October at 18.30.  

Sidbury News 
Come along and join us for Harvest Thanksgiving – 4pm on Sunday 18th. 

The deadline for the October 2022 edition (Stottesdon Benefice and Parishes) is to get 
copy to Chris by first thing on Tuesday 20th September.  Thanks! 



Cleeton St Mary News 
Gill Jordan writes 

Our service this month will be Benefice Holy 
Communion at 10.30am on Sunday 11th 
September  

100 Club results for June: 

• £20 – Paul & Nige Porter 
• £10 each to Di Bowen and Linda Jones 
• £5 each to Celia Brown and Sharon Ortell. 

 

Middleton Scriven News 
Church service: 

U Sunday 11th - Benefice Holy Communion 
at Cleeton St Mary at 10.30, and others 
nearby as shown in the service grids. 

Community Events: 
Our September coffee morning is on Saturday 
10th 10-12.  Do please come and join us.  

 

South East Shropshire 
Community Noticeboard 
Cleobury Country Farmers Market 
…is “under and around the crooked spire” at St 
Mary’s Church, Cleobury Mortimer, on the THIRD 
SATURDAY of each month from 09.30-12.30.  
Features local producers of plants, meats. 
cheeses, vegetables, rapeseed oils, gins, 
cookies, crafts and more.  

Free town centre car parking and very well worth 
a visit. Details: Clare 01299-272300. 

Community and Mobile Library 
Services 
FREE membership, access to Books, DVDs, 
Computer workstations and more!   

Ø HIGHLEY at The Severn Centre 01746 
860000.  Open 7 days a week from 9am. 

Ø CLEOBURY at The Cleobury Country 
Centre 01299 272301.  Open 6 days a 
week. 

Brooks Mobile Library also serves our villages 
direct – see Shropshire Council website and 
social media. 

Our Local Food Banks 
Both of these are always in need of donations of 
foodstuffs and other goods, of money to sustain 
their services, and of volunteers’ time.   Find them 
on Facebook or call 07960 285520 for 
BRIDGNORTH or 07519 885943 for CLEOBURY 
MORTIMER. 

Stottesdon’s   NEW   ‘Bloom ‘n’ 
Blender’   Refills and pop-up Café  
Ian and Pixie recently moved from Bewdley to 
Hardwickforge, Stottesdon and are offering a 
wide range of Eco-Leaf cleaning stuffs and Faith 
in Nature products for personal use … in handy 
“refill” form – along with a Friday pop-up café, 
yoga and more.   

Call to support them   07305-715521 – Ian  07306 
618191 – Pj    and for more information. 

Stottesdon & District Women’s 
Institute  
Meets at 7.30pm on the THIRD WEDNESDAY 
each month, generally at either Farlow or Chorley 
Village Hall, with a varied programme of 
entertaining talks, crafting and events.Contact 
Helena 01746 718012  or  Clare 01746 718007 
for more details. 
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Useful Community Contacts 

 

Brown Clee Walkers Meeting Place for walks - Ditton Priors Church. 01746-712662 

Burwarton & District Garden Club Meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 8.00 pm.  Contact 01584-823723 for details of 
topic and venue 

Burwarton & District WI Meets in Cleobury North Village Hall.  The 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2.30pm.  Contact 
01746-712466  

Burwarton & District Wives Group Meeting 8pm 1st Wednesday of the month. Contact Debbie Jones 01746-712421or Gill Severn 
01746-712231 

Chelmarsh Crown Green Bowling 
Club Welcomes old and new members. Contact Sue Jackman 01746-862850 

Chelmarsh Friends Meet every 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Jenny Green 01746-862191 

Chelmarsh Indoor Short Mat 
Bowling  

Welcomes old and new members. The sessions are every Tuesday evening from 7.30-10.00pm. 
Further details Sue Jackman 01746-862850 

Chelmarsh Jubilee Club Parish Hall 01746-86525 Jean Davis 
Chelmarsh Parent & Toddler 
Group 

Every Tuesday during term time 9.30 – 11.30 Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Contact Pam Baker 07846-
692323 

Chelmarsh Parish Hall Available for hire -  booking@chelmarshparishhall.co.uk 

Chelmarsh Walking for Health Monday 10.00am except Bank Holidays.  Parish Hall. Eleanor Haddon 01746-862884. 2 levels of 
walking available 

Chetton & Gazeley WI Meets in Chetton Village Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 7.30pm Sam O’Sullivan 
01746-868225 

Chetton Folk Dance Club Meets Chetton Village Hall, last Wednesday of month except August Tel. Janice Burton 01584-
823802 

Chetton Village Hall  Enquiries - Sue on 01746-789239 

Chorley Village Hall Available for Hire (fully equipped kitchen, digital projection equipment and large screen) 
contact Jenny or Charlie on 01746-718437 

Cleeton & Silvington V H  Zumba - Thursdays 6.30pm 7.30pm all year Ula 01584-890200 
Cleobury North Village Hall Enquiries to 01746-787093 please 

Ditton Priors Art Group Village Hall Wednesday morning (except Christmas) 9.30 – 12.30pm all welcome Various visual 
art forms eg Water Colour, Oils & Acrylics.  Mrs Denise Davies 01746-712521 

Ditton Priors Book Club Jenny -01746-712665  

Ditton Priors Local History Group The Local History Centre, next to the Willows Café, opens 12.00-2.00 on Saturdays, and at 
other times by arrangement.   Contact 01746-712850 

Ditton Priors Village Hall Bookings - 07766 392 105 -  dittonpriorshalls@gmail.com 
Ditton Priors WI Meets in Ditton Priors Village Hall on 2nd Wednesday each month at 7.15pm 01746-712473 
Domestic Abuse Hotline   Telephone Number 08448-044999 

Fun & Fitness for 50+ Cleobury North Village Hall - low impact fitness programme working the whole body every 
Tuesday 10.00 – 11.15am. Contact 01584-823640 

Knowle Sports Club Second hand sales held every first Saturday of the month, 7.30am – 11am proceeds to 
Children’s Football Field 01584-890644 

Little Explorers Pre-School, Ditton 
Priors Open Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm. Contact Wendy Lloyd 01746-712506 / 787549 

Short Mat Bowling  Every Monday & Thursday 2.30 – 4.30pm at Cleeton & Silvington Village Hall, October to end of 
April. Pam 01584-89261 

Short Mat Bowling 
Ditton Priors Village Hall Every Tuesday afternoon 2.00 - 4.00pm Wednesday 7.30-10.00pm 
except the second Wednesday in the month when it will be Thursday at 8.00 – 10.00pm. 
Everyone is welcome - try at no charge.  Contact 01746-712157 

Stoke St Milborough Dance Mike 01746-712774 - Betty 01746-77515 

Stottesdon & District W.I.    Meets in various venues on the 3rd Wednesday in each month details from Helena Hale 01746 
718012 or Clare Tibbits 01746-718007 

Stottesdon Gateway Nursery Pre-school, holiday club and wraparound sessions.  An integral part of Stottesdon Primary 
School, Contact 01746-718769 

Tae kwon-do Chelmarsh Parish Hall Tuesday evening.  Suitable for children & Adults. Neil Morris Thursday 
5.45pm. 07969-996055 
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Saturday 8 th October is APPLE DAY in STOTTESDON! 
 

 

Saturday 8th October 
is 

APPLE DAY 

 
Bring your apples and pears to press, and clean 

bottles to take your juice home 

 

At The Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon 
12.00 noon to 3pm 

Admission free – with min £5 donation to help towards the cost of providing 
and maintaining the apple milling and pressing equipment. 

 


