
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish Church of St. Matthew the Apostle 

with Holy Trinity, Habergham Eaves, 

                            Burnley  

 

 

Parish Magazine 

October & November, 2022 

 

 
an Inclusive Church 



 

REGULAR WEEKLY SERVICES 

AT ST. MATTHEW’S 
 

SUNDAYS  (except the First Sunday of the month) 
 

 9.00am...…………………….……Said Eucharist in St. Paul’s Chapel 
                                                (modern language) 

 

10.30am………………………………..……..………PARISH EUCHARIST  

             (our main service of the week, including hymns) 

        ....…… and JAFFA Club for Primary-aged Children       
 

---oooOooo--- 

 

On the FIRST SUNDAY of the month, services are usually 

 9.00am……Said Eucharist (for the time being) 

10.30am……Family Service 

     with Uniformed Organisations’ Parade  
 

also on the First Sunday: 6.30pm……………………..Evensong 
 

However, on Remembrance Sunday, 13th November, there 

will be a 9.00 Eucharist, but the main Remembrance 

Service at 10.30 will be a Parade and Family Service. 
 

6th November will be a ‘normal’ Sunday. 
---oooOooo--- 

 

MID-WEEK SERVICES 

Tuesdays 10.00am  Said Eucharist    St. Paul’s Chapel 

Thursdays 7.00-8.00pm    Informal worship & discussion,       

                          with Eucharist on 3rd Thursday 

Fridays      10.00am  Said Eucharist    St. Paul’s Chapel 
        (until Lady Chapel repairs completed) 
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FROM THE VICAR 
Hi Everyone, 
 
I do hope you have enjoyed the Summer period, and made what you 
could of the warm weather. I enjoyed a week on the beautiful island of 
Corfu with my wife Sarah and youngest daughter. It was real treat to 
unwind for a while and worry about little more than should I swim in the 
sea or jump in the pool. 
 
Summertime at church has been busy and I'm delighted by what Rev Kat 
and Esther implemented over the school holidays, from a fabulous 
theatre trip to Blackpool to the excellent Summer Fair and Uniform 
Exchange which raised vital funds for the ministry at St Matthew's. The 
‘community-feel’ at church is just fantastic to see and I'm overjoyed with 
how things are progressing. 
 
Talking of being overjoyed, I'm delighted that Rev Kat and Esther are 
going to be with us way beyond the initial curacy period we both 
expected. As the church was successful in a grant application made on 
our behalf by the Diocese I am delighted that we have been awarded 
funding for Kat to stay for a further five years which is just brilliant news 
for St Matthew's as well as the wider parish. Kat will be exploring ways 
to further enhance discipleship in the parish and it's exciting to consider 
what we can do next in engaging with people who don't ordinarily come 
to church. 
 
Keeping on a positive note, I'm also very excited about my book 'Our 
Daily Bread: from Argos to the Altar' which is to be published on the 27th 
October by Harper Collins. It's a memoir with funny and challenging 
stories of my journey through becoming a priest, and ministering through 
the trauma of Coronavirus. That's all I'm telling you about it other than to 
say that I'm very proud of it, and I pray people find it a good read. 
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And so, as we head for Autumn lots to look forward to - Clergy 
Conference, Holy Land Pilgrimage, Harvest and much more. I pray that 
whatever your own plans are for the coming months ahead, you have 
something to look forward to, and I look forward to catching up with you 
in due course. 
 
For now, 
much love, 

Fr Alex.  

 

 

WEEKLY CHURCH NEWS 
 

Did you know that you can receive weekly church news and prayers? 
 

Each week we send out an email containing the weekly notices, Bible 

readings, sermon and prayers. Those who do not have access to the 

internet can choose to receive this in printed form through their letterbox.  

 

Please let Rev. Kat know if you would like to receive this 

and do not already do so. 

 

This magazine is 

FREE 

thanks to the sponsorship of our advertisers: 

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM! 
 

    When Mtr. Enid wrote enthusiastically in the last magazine 
about the appointment of the Rev’d. Joanne Macholc to the 
Burnley & Blackburn Hospital Chaplaincy Team, she wasn’t 
expecting to receive her ministrations herself, within weeks!   

God bless the Chaplaincy Team! 
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IF YOU CAN’T GET TO CHURCH … 

 

Some of our Sunday morning church services will continue to be 

livestreamed to our Facebook Group and YouTube channels:  

go to   www.facebook.com/groups/stmatthewsburnley   or 

www.youtube.com/c/StMatthewsBurnley 
 

If you have internet access you can keep in touch via our 
 

Church Website - www.stmatthewsburnley.com 
 

If you would like to receive regular email updates from 

St. Matthew’s please sign up on this website 

- http://eepurl.com/gWAAFn 
 

And do keep your eye on the big noticeboard 

in the church grounds. 

 
 

 

 ALDERSON 

     & HORAN  

Funeral Services 
 

Office & Funeral Parlour 
128 Rossendale Road 

Burnley  BB11 5DH 
 

Stephen and John 
 

Independent  
Family Funeral Directors 

offering 24-hour personal attention 
 

01282-427483 or 457452 
www.aldersonandhoran.co.uk 

 

 

 

Do you live alone? 
Would you like company 

sometimes? 
A self-contained en-suite 

FLAT 

in a secure 

ABBEYFIELD HOUSE 
could be your solution. 

 

Rents include meals, all 
services and laundry. 

 

For full details, telephone 

Harriet Street   832-225 
St. Stephen’s St 422-434 

between 10am and 5pm 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/stmatthewsburnley
https://www.youtube.com/c/StMatthewsBurnley
http://www.stmatthewsburnley.com/
http://eepurl.com/gWAAFn
http://www.aldersonand/
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HC ELLISON 
 

All Plumbing  

Work 
 

12 Highfield 

Crawshawbooth 

Rossendale.   

BB4 8NN 

Tel: 01706 216 351 

Mob: 07974 678 941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCKS, DOOR 
& WINDOW REPAIRS 

 

Locked out?  Faulty door? 
Misted-up window? 

 

BURNLEY LOCKSMITHS 
ARE HERE TO HELP 

Prompt & reliable service 
All locks & door types repaired 

Free estimates  
No call-out charges 

07479-235-474 
Our services include 

Gaining entry 
Lock replacement 

Our popular 

DARKNESS TO LIGHT 

service will take place on 

Advent Sunday, 27th November, at 6.30 

Similar to ‘Nine Lessons and Carols’, this service of 

Bible Readings and Advent Hymns, with additional 

Anthems from the Choir, traces our Salvation Story 

from Creation to the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus, 

whilst also looking forward to his Second Coming 

at the end of time. 
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JAFFA CLUB 
 

 
What a year it has been at Jaffa Club as we celebrated the first birthday. 

We have had lots of fun activities like doing arts and crafts, reading bible 

stories, and having biscuit time!   

 

As an end of year party, we went bowling. We had lots of fun eating our 

hotdogs and cheering on our friends. Some of the mums and dads joined 

in the activity but who won is debatable.  

 

At Jaffa Club we also do adventures like going to the park to have a 

picnic. We also decorated and created material for our Christian 

celebrations like Easter. The most important thing is that we have FUN!  

 

At Jaffa Club we do lots of fun things that help us learn about Jesus 

and the bible. We then get to talk about what we have learnt with Father 

Alex or Rev Kat at the end of church and speaking in the microphone is 

lots of fun and gives us confidence in speaking in front of adults.  

 

Thank you to all the helpers and helping us make new friends.   

 

We have taken a break for the summer and look forward to all the new 

activities in September.   

 

 

Sophie and Emma Nicolson  
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From the Associate Priest(!)  
 

I have been a little cheeky in titling this article ‘From the Associate Priest’ 
rather than ‘From the Curate’ because this magazine will come out three 
weeks prior to my licensing. However, I am writing this article having 
recently completed an ‘End-of-Curacy’ interview and shared the 
announcement of my new role, so it seems appropriate. Esther and I are 
incredibly grateful for the opportunity to remain in our community for up 
to another five years.  
 

It’s been a fun and busy summer. We ended the school year with a 
J.A.F.F.A. Club trip to Bowling followed by a Fun Church trip to Blackpool. 
These were both really enjoyable. The small Summer Fair, Theatre 
Workshop and Prayer Spaces all went well with plenty of opportunities to 
meet new people and get to know others better. We also valued the 
opportunity to work with other organisations - firstly working with 
Burnley Together and The Switch on the School Uniform Giveaway and 
then working with Burnley Leisure to contribute to the Dino Funday in 
Scott Park. It’s really encouraging to see positive local partnerships that 
improve opportunities and support for local people.  
 

Now that I know I will be Burnley-based for the foreseeable future, I hope 
to spend some time taking stock and prayerfully considering what to 
prioritise in the coming months and years. I know that one important 
aspect of my ministry going forward will be growing leaders. It’s great 
that we already have many talented and committed leaders in our church 
family but if we hope to sustain and develop our current activities we will 
need even more! We all have something to offer - God given gifts and 
skills to use in his work of loving and helping others. I know many of us 
need encouragement to step into something new and we often struggle 
to recognise our own skills and positive attributes. I hope and pray that I 
can get alongside some of you so that you can discover more of God’s 
plan for you, gain confidence and feel able to get involved and to lead.  
 

Rev. Kat. 
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 From the Church Register 
 

BAPTISMS     
        July:     

Dawson Gregory 

Cassie Blackburn 

Cori Arthur 

Serina Frimpong 

August: 

Edie Carlin 

Nova Varley 

Cove Bottomley 

 

    

 

WEDDINGS 

        July: 

Joanne Irwin & Anthony Murton 

       August: 

Jane Elizabeth Ryan & Joseph Edward Riley 
 

 

 

        FUNERALS 

       July: 

            Dakota White  
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Nigel Baldwin writes ……  
 

A year as an ALM 

It was pointed out to me recently that I've been an ALM (Authorised Lay 

Minister, it sounds posh but it isn't) for just over a year now. The area I 

was authorised in was preaching, so for a while now the congregation 

have been subjected to my sermons.  

I seem to have managed several preaching experiences/pitfalls in that 

time! I have been halted in mid-sermon by a medical emergency in the 

congregation (with a good outcome I'm pleased to say); I have 

experienced preaching to the celebrant and one other at an early service 

(it was at least a good rehearsal for the main service); I have found out 

that the reading I'm preaching on isn't the one planned for the service 

(look up ‘continuing’ and ‘relating’ in Common Worship) – thank you 

Mtr. Enid for saving me on that one.  

Looking back at some of the sermons, I have made comments that some 

(especially conservative evangelicals) would see as verging on the 

heretical).  

It has been an immensely rewarding time and I really have found out how 

little I know. I have been blessed by having very supportive clergy whom I 

can't thank enough.  

What I would say to anyone planning on becoming an ALM is that it is 

very rewarding, it doesn't need a great intellect, but what is required is a 

willingness to work and to listen.   
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Don’t forget to pre-order Fr Alex’ book! 
 
 

  

 

Do contact 

Fr. Alex or Rev. Kat 

to arrange a visit. 
 

 
 

K.G. BUTCHERS 
 

HIGH CLASS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

 

1st Quality Beef, Lamb 

Pork & Poultry 

Home-made Sausage 

Cooked meats, 

cheese, eggs, etc. 

Quality Turkeys for 

Christmas 

 

93 Coal Clough Lane 

Burnley 

Tel: 458-744 for prices 

 

sb
e

n
tley@

sa
ra

h
b

e
n

tleyso
licito

rs.co
.u

k 

 

 

PARISH HALL (Albion Street) FOR HIRE 
weekends and some weekdays 

telephone 422-928 

 
 

 
 

 

Sarah Bentley 

Solicitors 
Family Law Specialists 

 

Suite 2H 

Ribble Court 

1 Mead Way 

Padiham 

BB12 7NG 
 

01282-792-808 
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Company of Servers Blackburn and Liverpool Chapter 
 
Sadly, Alec Crouch of Lancaster Priory passed away at the end of July 
after a long period of illness. He had recently been awarded the Lifetime 
Long Service Award and he was also a long serving member of the Priory 
Choir, which was reflected in the joyous selection of music and a capacity 
congregation at his funeral.  
 
We recently made a visit to Whalley Abbey on Saturday 20 August, 2022, 
and were warmly welcomed by Fr Adam, the Director of the Abbey, with 
tea and coffee, before he led us in celebrating Holy Communion in 
St. Bernard’s Chapel. After a picnic lunch in the sunny grounds, we 
enjoyed a fascinating tour of the Abbey Grounds by Karina who recently 
gave us an equally interesting tour of her home church, All Hallows at 
Mitton.  
 
Our next event is a Pilgrimage to Walsingham on 21 October, 2022 before 
a Quiet Day kindly led by Fr Mark Williams on Saturday 19 November, 
2022 starting with coffee at 10.30 prior to Holy Communion at Gisburn 
and then moving to Grindleton for the Quiet Sessions and Evensong. All 
Servers and supporters are welcome to join us but please let me know 
not later than Sunday 6 November, 2022.  
 
Here at St Matthew’s, we have welcomed Grace to our team of servers. 
She has quickly learnt all the various processional movements and tasks 
and become a valuable member of our team.  
 
Howard Mitchell  

 
 
 
 

THE DECEMBER / JANUARY OUTREACH 

will go for proof-reading & printing during November 

so contributions, please 

AT THE BEGINNING OF NOVEMBER 
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THE RISING FISHERY 
A Family Fishing Venue 

introduces 

CAFÉ AT THE RISING 
situated in an area of 

outstanding natural beauty 
where we offer our patrons hot & 
cold food with tea or coffee, and a 
selection of snacks, confectionery, 

cakes & ice-cream – all of which can 
be enjoyed in the log cabin next to 
the wood-burning stove or alfresco, 

whilst taking in the view 
Open 6 days a week, 9am-5pm 

CLOSED MONDAYS 
GUIDE LANE, HIGHAM 

07725-154-976 
http://www.therisingfishery.co.uk 

                         

                       KEITH  

        ROBERTS 

              electrical 
 

DOMESTIC, INDUSTRIAL 

& COMMERCIAL 
 

Rewires, showers,  

extra sockets, etc. 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 

27 St. Matthew Street, Burnley 

 

01282-459-442 

07767-388-869 

 

KRE 

 

GLEAMING 
for the cleaning of 

  conservatories 
  all upvc gutters 
  facias & soffits 
  jet-washing of drive-   
    ways, patios, decking 
 

For a free, no-obligation 
quote, contact Ian on 

01282-832-620 
or 07986-165-228 

26 Fairways Drive, Burnley 
 

www.gleaming-cleaning.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

This spot could be 
YOURS! 

 
If you would like to 

advertise your 
business 

HERE 
please contact 

Stuart Smith on 
01282 422928. 
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On the third Thursdays of the month, we end with a Eucharist 
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Rhiannon Jones, one of our Fun Church leaders, writes …  

At Fun Church we have been doing various sorts of activities. 

We went to Blackpool to see Joseph and the Amazing 

Technicolour Dreamcoat. Everyone really enjoyed it.  

Also we had a BBQ and lots of fun at the Bishop of 

Burnley’s house. Whilst there, we had a big group photo.  

People enjoyed Dinosaur in the Park, which was an event 

which we helped out at, so that every child had the chance 

to make a peg dinosaur.  

So we have had the amazing time over the summer holidays 

this year.  

We are hoping, over the next few weeks and months, to plan 

another group activity.  

And, with the new school term, we are back to meeting every 

Monday in term time, from 3.30 till 5, with food as well. If 

you want to, just pop down, it is completely free: we think 

every child has the right to something to eat.  
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Fr. Alex recently had an article published by ViaMedia.News 

Clearing the Slate:  
The Realities of a Declining Church 

 

In my capacity as Vicar, St Matthew’s Burnley, I sometimes wonder how 
Urban Ministry is perceived or understood within the Church of England 
community. Particularly if you are not living in it daily, as I do in my 
parish of over 17,000 people where only the tiniest of numbers attend 
church on a weekly basis. 
So, what is the perception versus reality in modern day Britain in 2022? 
Maybe one of the perceptions is that urban estates are simply full of lazy 
good for nothing spongers, who want everything literally on a plate, 
including food, fuel, and freebies. Maybe the perception is that these areas 
are full of uneducated layabouts who make their own bed and should lie in 
it, and if that bed happens to be a sleeping bag outside Tesco’s, then it’s 
someone else’s problem and not theirs. Maybe there is a perception that 
urban deprivation is all made-up poppycock nonsense and propaganda to 
build an agenda against a political ideology; just an imaginatively-created 
fairy tale by the ‘Left’ to create political and social discontent. 
I think one of the key dangers faced by the Church of England with its aura 
and aroma of middle- to upper-class arrogance is that it takes the moral 
high ground by believing that throwing clergy and the commissioners’ cash 
at the problem, Christianity will burst into life like bluebells in greenbelt 
Surrey. 
The reality is that the pandemic has brought huge issues to Urban settings 
that already had huge issues long before COVID 19.  Many Urban estates 
and communities have been dealing with their own localised pandemic and 
were already rationing toilet rolls and petrol long before the cost-of-living 
crisis we are facing at present. For many families living at this sharp end of 
existence, life is simply about surviving from one day to the next. Trust me 
when I tell you the last thing many of these folks want is some Christians in 
the Marks and Spencer summer range rocking up on the estate with a 
‘vision’ or a ‘plan’ to lead them into still waters whilst Matt Redman belts 
out 10,000 Reasons on the portable speakers. 
The reality is that our urban settings at times are very tough, at times they 
are very sad, whilst at other times they are funny and joyful. In my past life 
as a stand-up comedian, I used to think hard about my material, but here 
on the estates the landscape is a hive of humour and hilarity. Often, it’s a 
case of ‘If we don’t laugh, we might die’. If we don’t laugh at one other,  
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we might hurt one another. During the pandemic I have felt extremely 
blessed to walk alongside many of these incredible characters. I’m also very 
fortunate that I have been afforded the opportunity to give a voice to some 
of these people via my new book ‘Our Daily Bread’, published by Harper 
Collins North and out in October. At times the stories are harrowing and 
deeply upsetting, but underneath all the pain and hardship are some of the 
most resilient and faithful people you could wish to find. 
They are people that have gone way beyond ‘Been there, got the T-shirt’; 
they are people who been fully kitted out in a lifetime of challenge, poverty, 
and let-down. They are all people who have lost faith in ‘services’, 
politicians, and policing. These are communities who have had so little 
engagement with faith groups that they have never had the opportunity to 
discover a faith in Jesus, because it’s never even been there as an option. 
Instead, they have experienced a creaking out-of-touch Church that in 
many cases only opens its doors to exude a complex fragrance of exclusive 
traditional theologies that’s as easily lost on newly-confirmed teenagers as 
it is on a single parent on benefits. 
So where is the hope? One of the great joys of an abandonment of estate 
ministry by the church is that slates have been cleared like that etch-a-
sketch classic toy. The church has been dormant for so long in so many 
places, that few people know what it was even like, other than the trail of 
damage that has been left behind by homophobia, bigotry and intolerance. 
The joy can be found in a new ministry that truly reflects Jesus’ 
encouragement to love thy neighbour as thyself and serve the most needy. 
We have much work to do at St Matthew’s, Burnley, but our ministry 
through the pandemic has opened our church doors to a fragile and broken 
community. We have simply tried to serve, be that food, friendship or faith. 
Not too pushy, not too judgy, always inclusive, never exclusive, in the hope 
that our visitors might find something of worth: worth in themselves, worth 
in each other, worth in our church and in Jesus our redeemer. 
Wherever you are or whatever you believe about the cost-of-living crisis, I 
can tell you it exists, it is real. It is painful, it is traumatic and that’s what 
makes it necessary for our national church to do more in our urban settings. 
Just two sessions into being a newly-elected General Synod member 
reminds me that we are not doing enough. Only when we place the most 
marginalised people in our society at the heart of our church will we grow 
and make a difference. If we don’t, we face a church in palliative decline and 
our future could be terminal. That’s what is at stake: this is where we are, 
and for that we must truly repent. 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/our-daily-bread/alex-frost/9780008556525
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On-line Giving 
 

You may have seen the on-line giving posters displayed around church.  
 

A special, unique QR code has been created 

for St Matthew’s Church. It can be used for 

church giving, either by scanning the QR 

code displayed on the posters in church, or by 

scanning the QR code below.  
 

We have provided some simple instructions to 

guide you how to do this.  
 

How to use your smartphone to read a QR 

code.  Many Apple and Android devices do 

not need a special QR code reader.   

1. Open your phone camera 

2. Hold your phone so the QR code appears in 

the viewfinder: you will see a notification with 

link to the ‘Givealittle.co’ website 

3. Don’t take a picture but click on the notification on your screen which 

will take you directly to our giving page.     

4. If this does not work, you may find a QR code reader in your phone 

settings or you may have an app on your phone.5. Alternatively, you can 

make a donation by typing in the link:  

www.tinyurl.com/supportstmatthews  

Thank-you for supporting our church. 

 

 
 

                Save this date! 

      ***  CHRISTMAS MARKET  *** 

                                 Saturday, 3rd December 

http://www.tinyurl.com/supportstmatthews
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Mothers Union at St Stephen’s  
 

Three of us were warmly welcomed by St. Stephen’s Mothers’ Union on 
their visit to the Burnley Mining Museum, based on the site of the old 
Woodend Colliery at Reedley Hallows. Whilst it is quite compact, the 
museum is full of fascinating artefacts and poignant memories of Hapton 
Valley. The afternoon ended with a scrumptious afternoon tea! At the end 
of August, we enjoyed lunch at JJ’s, formerly the Dugdale Arms!  
 

Future meetings at St Stephen’s are on Tuesdays  
27 September at 7.00 pm (starting to make Christmas Wreaths to sell at 
their Christmas Fair)  
11 October at 2.00 pm  
25 October at 7.00 pm,  
8 November at 2.00 pm and  
22 November at 7.00 pm  
 

Everyone welcome. For further information, please contact Jackie Cosway 
01282 411967  

 

COAL CLOUGH LANE  

POST OFFICE 

 

For all your usual 

Post Office Services 

including 

Lottery, Passports, Car Tax, 

Foreign Currency 

& 24-hour Cash withdrawals 
 

Also Greeting Cards, 

Fancy Goods, 

Stationery & Confectionery 
 

 

SLIMMING 

WORLD 
 

Every Tuesday 

at 6.00pm 
 

St. Matthew’s Parish Hall 

Albion Street 
 

Tel: Vicky   

07368 495 420 
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Mike Seymour writes ……  
Volunteering at East Lancashire Railway 
 

Well what is it with men and steam trains? Is it the smell or are we still children 
at heart? According to my mum I have not grown up yet; all I know is I fell in 
love with steam at the age of 10 when my granddad took me to see the Flying 
Scotsman on its last trip through Blackburn in the late 1960s, just after he had 
retired as a steam train driver. I have been fascinated with steam ever since that 
day and have been on several heritage railways throughout the world, so how 
did I become a volunteer?  
I had been thinking about it for some time, and being a member of the East 
Lancashire Railway Preservation Society I contacted the volunteer coordinator 
who asked me what I would like to do. Station staff, steam or diesel train driver, 
maintenance, cleaning, ticket inspector, train guard, signalman or shop/cafe 
staff - these are only some of the positions you can volunteer for! I chose 
‘station staff’ as I would be more involved with the public as well as dispatching 
trains.   
I think the best part of volunteering is seeing the expressions on the children’s 
faces when they see the steam engine: last month was Thomas the Tank Engine 
Weekend and I was on duty at Rawtenstall Station, where I am based, when a 
young family came and the young lad said are you The Fat Controller!!  I 
promptly said, ‘No, he is at Bury with Thomas.’  The young lad started crying 
asking why he wasn’t coming to Rawtenstall: I told him he would be going to 
Bury to board Thomas.   Just then the steam engine went up the track to turn 
around, to connect to the other end of the train.  I saw the faces of the young 
children - the sheer joy was unbelievable.  So I asked them if they would like to 
go on the steam engine: the answer, ‘Yes please, can we mister?’ So it was 
‘Follow me.’  Each child was allowed in the cab and shown around, then allowed 
to blow the engine whistle.  It was time for the train to depart and as they got 
on the train each one said, ‘Thank you, that was fab!’  
Graham the station master said you certainly made them happy and that is one 
of the reasons I volunteer; and I should imagine that the memory of that day will 
stay with them. As I said earlier, I have been on various Heritage Railways and 
you will be surprised how many volunteers are Clergy.  
Oh and I am now in the process of designing and building my own model railway 
layout in the spare room - much to Sue’s joy! 
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CHURCH WARDENS’ NOTES 

We are now heading into the back end of the year and our thoughts 
will soon be turning to preparing for our Christmas services. We 
hope that you have had a pleasant summer and have enjoyed the 
nice weather, although it has been a bit too hot at times!  

A massive ‘thank you’ to the ladies who have been creating the 
flower displays that have been on display in Church. There have 
been some beautiful arrangements to look at and we really 
appreciate all the time and effort that they give to make the Church 
look nice.  

As always, our grateful thanks to Father Alex, Rev. Kat and Mother 
Enid for all that they do for the parish. In these difficult times, it is 
good to know that our Church is reaching out to help our community 
where possible, in many ways.  

At the time of writing our notes, the Gift Day hadn’t taken place, so 
we are unable to tell you more, but the amount of money raised will 
have been announced on the Church’s weekly sheet after the 25th 
September. We would like to thank everybody who made 
donations, we really appreciate your kindness.  

The Summer Fair was a great success and raised just over £300 for 
Church Funds. A massive ‘thank you’ to Esther who organised it all 
and did a brilliant job.  

Jaffa Club, Fun Church and Toddler Group took a break during the 
school holidays. Thanks to a very generous donation from Holy 
Trinity Church, Prestwood, members of Fun Church were able to go 
to Blackpool at the end of July to see Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat at the Opera House. It was a great trip, 
enjoyed by all and our grateful thanks go to Holy Trinity Church for 
their kindness.         
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We send congratulations and best wishes to Heather Swales on her 
recent marriage in August, to Chris Brennan. Heather was a 
member of our congregation, a leader with the Beavers and looked 
after the flower displays in Church, before moving away to her new 
home.  

Our very best wishes to you all, stay safe and take care  

Audrey, Harry, Stuart and Walter. 

 

 

 

7th Burnley with St Matthews Guide Company 
 

Rainbows  

We hope everyone had a lovely summer holiday whether it was a vacation 

or a staycation, and by now everyone should have settled into their new 

classes at school.  

It was nice to welcome back our Rainbows at the first meeting in 

September and also to welcome new girls to Rainbows. We have a packed 

programme of activities leading us up to the Christmas break and 

hopefully we will have lots of badges to award.  

We asked that everyone bring a postcard from their holidays or even 

from a day out so that we can update our display board in the Church 

Hall. At our 2nd meeting we celebrated Zosha, Maya, Georgia and Ada 

making their Rainbow Promise. For the Harvest Festival Church Parade 

we asked everyone to bring a tin or packet of food for the foodbank.  

Thank you to everyone who donated school uniform to the uniform 

giveaway which along with the Summer Fair in Church was well attended.  
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Brownies  

We are looking forward to lots of exciting activities at Brownies, and 

opportunities to earn new badges! Heidi and Bella will be leaving us to join 

Guides and we wish them the best of luck! We have recently welcomed 

Erin to our unit. Congratulations to one of our leaders, Lucy, who 

achieved fantastically in her A levels and secured a place at Newcastle 

University!  

 

Guides  

We hope that you have had a lovely school holiday enjoying the glorious 

weather, which, dare I say, was too hot at times. We hope you all applied 

plenty of sun cream and drank plenty of water.  

 

By now, everyone will have returned to school and we wish good luck to 

the Guides who started secondary school (a new and exciting chapter of 

their lives) and also good luck to the girls who have moved up a year. We 

hope that you are now settled.  

We would like to congratulate our Young Leader, Abigail Harvey on her 

brilliant A level results. She achieved an 'A*' in Politics, an 'A' in History 

and an 'A' in English Language. She will be studying English Language and 

Linguistics at her first choice of university - Lancaster. Well done 

Abigail, all your hard work has been worth it.  

Linda has been contacting Waddow about available dates for next year's 

camp and we will be discussing them when we return to Guides. We will 

also be discussing fund-raising ideas to subsidise camp activities. I am 

sure the Guides will come up with plenty.  

At our first meeting after the holidays, the girls were full of enthusiasm 

with lots to tell about their holidays. We look forward to hearing about 

them, so until then, keep safe.  

From all the Leaders.  
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     BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION      
 

How might the Church deal with ‘the cat sat on the mat’ if it appeared in the 
Bible? 
 

The liberal theologians would point out that such a passage did not, of course, 
mean that the cat literally sat on the mat.  Also, cat and mat had different 
meanings in those days, and the text should be interpreted according to the 
customs and practices of the period. 
 

This would lead to an immediate backlash from the Evangelicals, who would 
make it an essential condition of faith that a real, physical, living cat, being a 
domestic pet of the species Felix Domesticus, and having a whiskered head and 
furry body, four legs and a tail, did physically place its whole body on a floor 
covering designed for that purpose, and which is on the floor, but not of the 
floor, (‘on the floor, but not of the floor’ being explained in a separate leaflet). 
 

Meanwhile, the Catholics would have developed the Festival of the Sedentation 
of the Blessed Cat.  They would teach that the cat was white and majestically 
reclined on a mat of gold thread before its assumption to the Great Cat Basket 
of Heaven.  The Festival would be kept by the singing of the MagnifiCat, lighting 
three candles and ringing a bell five times. 
 

This would cause a schism with the Orthodox Church, whose tradition requires 
Holy Cats Day (as it is colloquially known), to be marked by lighting six candles 
and ringing the bell four times.  The schism would be partially resolved by the 
Cuckoo Land Declaration recognising the traditional validity of each. 
 

Eventually, the House of Bishops would issue a statement on the Doctrine of the 
Feline Sedentation.  It would explain that, traditionally, the text describes a 
domestic feline quadruped superadjacent to an unattached covering on a 
fundamental surface.  For determining its salvific and esCATalogical 
significations, we follow the heuristic analytical principles adopted in dealing 
with the Canine Fenestration Question (How much is that doggie in the 
window?) and the Affirmative Musaceous Paradox (Yes, we have no bananas). 
And so on, for another 210 pages. 
 

General Synod would then commend this report as a helpful resource to explain 
to the person in the pew the difficult doctrine of the cat sat on the mat. 
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St Matthew with Holy Trinity Scout Group 
 

Meeting times are as follows and any changes will be emailed to 

parents/carers. 

Beavers: Wednesdays from 1800 to 1900 hrs.  
Cubs: Wednesdays from 1910 to 2015 hrs.  
Scouts: Fridays from 1915 to 2030 hrs.  
Vacancies: We have very limited vacancies in some sections so it may 

be necessary to go on a waiting list: so don’t delay if you are interested in 

a place for your young person. Simply contact Howard Mitchell.  

Here we go again!  
After a relaxing Summer Break, we held another successful Group Camp 
for all Beavers, Cubs and Scouts at Fylde District Activity Centre in St 
Anne’s. Our young people had the opportunity to try their hand at 
Archery, Climbing and Shooting as well as the traditional outdoor skills of 
tent-pitching, making camp gadgets, fire-lighting and cooking. Being fairly 
close to the beach, only a short mile away, we enjoyed a variety of 
games and races which contributed to the Athlete’s badge. We gratefully 
acknowledge a generous grant from the Community Fund of St Matthew's 
Church which enabled us to offer all our young people a very enjoyable 
and memorable skill-based activity weekend for a nominal payment.  
As the evenings are now getting darker, most of our weekly activities will 

be indoors but we will still try to offer as many outdoor experiences and 

visits as possible. Perhaps the most exciting visit for our younger 

members will be to the Christmas Experience at Bowley Camp Site in 

December. Due to its perfect size and location, it is used by Father 

Christmas every year. He has a stable for his reindeer and can take them 

out to practice night flying techniques using the camping field as a 

runway. He has a team of elves who look after all the special letters in 

the post room and the presents in the packing room too so it promises to 

be a magical evening. Our older young people will have the challenge to 

try their map-reading skills out on the hills in the dark!                 
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You don’t have to be Bear Grylls to be a leader or helper!  
We constantly strive to provide fun and friendship, exciting challenges 
and adventure to give our young people valuable skills for life and we 
would like to strengthen our enthusiastic leadership team. Ideally, we 
need more volunteers to help us on either a Wednesday or Friday 
evenings once a month, subject to the usual DBS checks. There is the 
option to help on a more regular basis too! Have an informal chat with 
Howard or any of our leaders.  
 
Complimentary Coffee and Cake after the Monthly Parade Family 
Services!  
Yes, coffee and cake, tea and biscuits together with blackcurrant will be 
available after the Family Service on the first Sunday in the month, except 
in November when it will be held on Remembrance Sunday. Donations in 
aid of Christian Aid will be appreciated. Please join us for some cake and 
a chat. You know that you’ll enjoy it!  
 
Howard Mitchell                                                  Group Scout Leader  
T: 01282 436907        M:07743 850350           E:howie.mitchell@btinternet.com  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

SUSAN’S 

STUDIO 13 
 

Haircutting 
Ladies, Gents & Children  

 

Also specialist in 
Goldwell Colours 

Elumen Fashion Colours 
 

13 St. Matthew Street 
Burnley 

 

01282-436-955 
 

The 

Sutcliffe Tool 

Co Ltd 
 

Hand and Power Tools, 
Ironmongery, Engineers’ & 

Industrial Supplies 
 

Burnham Trading Park 
Blannel Street, Burnley 

 

01282-332-100 
 

Monday-Friday 7.30-5.00 
Saturday 8.00-12.00 
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COMING VERY SOON  

NEW CONTACTLESS GIVING AT ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

We acknowledge that not everyone carries 

cash now and some people prefer to use their 

payment cards for convenience.  

At the time of going to print, we are excited to share with you that we are in the 

process of setting up Contactless Giving with a new SumUp Solo device. Here is an 

example of a SumUp Solo device. 

Donations can be made on this device for many occasions including: 

 Before or after a church service 

 Attending a wedding  

 Attending a baptism 

The SumUp Solo device allows users to make a donation using a Contactless card, 

Chip and Pin card payment or by using Apple Pay or Google via their phone/ device.  

It is very simple to use. We hope to have this option set up in the back of church 

very soon with step-by-step guidance about how to use this device and trained 

people to guide you through this process. 

This will not replace the regular giving already set up for members of our 

congregation or the collection plate giving, we are simply adding another option for 

your convenience. 
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Barbara Baldwin continues our series about SAINTS 

ST. MOLUAG 
(in a slight departure, not actually an October or November saint!) 

 
On the northern end of the Isle of Lewis in the Outer Hebrides, there is a 
beautiful simple old church in the middle of a field in a small township called 
Eoropie.  It has no electricity or other modern amenities.  Unusually for a church 
in an isolated Scottish community, it is owned by the Scottish Episcopal Church, 
part of the Anglican family of churches. And it is dedicated to St Moluag.  
 
Moluag was born in about 530AD in Northern 
Ireland. It is thought that his original name was 
Lugaidh and that Mo-luoc is an affectionate 
Gaelic form.  
 
His mother church was in the Bangor area, but 
he was sent as a missionary to the west coast 
of Scotland, which was then the land of the 
Picts.  
 
His plan was to organise 3 great communities 
as centres of education to supply ministers 
where needed. The greatest of these was at 
Lismore in the Inner Hebrides. This began in 
562AD.  This was a sacred island for the Western Picts and was the burial place 
for their Kings who had reigned at a place called Beregonium. Their funeral 
pyres were commemorated by a high cairn. 
 
Moluag's community was close to this. There are still traces of his communities 
on the islands of Skye, Raasay and Tiree, as well as place names on the mainland 
such as Kilmalu in Morvern and also Inverary. 
 
He died on June 25th 592AD. There is some dispute about what happened to his 
body. Tradition says it was taken back to Lismore, as would have been expected. 
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It is also said that his crozier (named Bacchuill Mor - the great staff) a piece of 
blackthorn 34 inches long and originally covered in a gilded copper case, was 
preserved on Lismore.  This was originally in the care of the Dukes of Argyll, but 
later passed on to the Livingstone family. It is because of their associations with 
the crozier that this family still hold the ancient title of Barons of Bachuil. 
 
St Moluag is still held in high regard in the Irish church as shown by the following 
quote: The pure, the bright, the pleasant, the sun of Lismore; that is Moluoc, of 
Lismore in Alba. 
 
The church at Eoropie is thought to date back to the 13th century but may have 
connections to the 6th century.  It fell in to disrepair but was refurbished in 1912 
and  still used these days from Easter to September for a weekly service of 
healing and a monthly Sunday Eucharist.  There is also a candle-lit Advent 
Service which must be a wonderful experience, if a bit chilly! 
 
Finally, I love this church because it has a tiny but beautiful east window of a 
rare flower called Grass of Parnassus. It was Moluag's favourite flower according 
to tradition. 

                                                             
                  Domestic & 

Commercial                                                  
Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning 
 

Leather Cleaning & Restoration 
Oriental Rug Cleaning 

Stain Repellent Treatment 
On-site Curtain Cleaning 

Sanitation Treatment 
Karndean /Amtico stripping & re-sealing 

Carpet Re-fitting 
A family run business with over 26 

years’ experience recommended by 
most local carpet & upholstery retailers 

01282 – 835 – 935                                 
www.multyclean.co.uk 

 

 

www.pcfixit4u.com 
 

Sales                    Data recovery 
Upgrades               Software issues 
Networking             Hardware sales 
Virus removal      Broadband setup 

 

We Call You 

NO FIX     NO FEE 

 

24/7 friendly professional service 
CRB checked 

 

01282-708-778     
07831-120-700 

sales@pcfixit4u.com 
 

71-77 Dryden Street 
Padiham. BB12 7EN 

 

http://www.pcfixit4u.com/
mailto:sales@pcfixit4u.com
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HALL BOOKINGS 

Stuart Smith     422-928 

 

JAFFA CLUB: Sarah Boyden   

sarah.boyden@hotmail.com     

 

CHURCH SCHOOL HEADTEACHER 

Alison Whitaker     434-368 

 

SIGHT LOSS FRIENDLY CHURCH 

Mike Seymour 07885-831-868 

 

SCOUT GROUP 

Howard Mitchell     436-907 

 

GUIDE COMPANY 

Linda Smith     703-560 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS 

Joan Swales     709-487 

 

CHRISTIAN AID 

Mike Seymour 07885-831-868 

 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY: Julie 

Brandwood 07503-764-969     

 

SUNDAY NOTICES & 

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION 

Jackie Mackrell     428-863 

 

MAGAZINE ADVERTISING 

Stuart Smith     422-928 

Derek Burrows     420-985 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

VICAR: Rev’d Alex Frost 

mob: 07814-052-919 

home: 411-860 
alextheanglican@hotmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Rev’d Kat Gregory-Witham 

07397-775-388 
revkatgw@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Rev’d Enid Briggs 

545-951 enid_briggs@hotmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

CHURCH WARDENS 

Walter Jackson         458-889 

Audrey Palmer        420-076 

Harry Rowe           549-356 

Stuart Smith          422-928 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

LICENSED LAY MINISTERS (READERS) 
Tom Kinsman     437-013 

Jackie Mackrell     428-863 

 

 
PCC TREASURER 

Howard Mitchell     436-907 

  

PCC SECRETARY 

vacant 
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