
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Celebrating a New Arrival 

in Your Family 

with All Saints’ Church 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Welcome! We are delighted you are looking into booking a ceremony 

to mark a very special life event! 
 

The Church of England offers two ways to celebrate the birth and gift of a child. Whichever one 
you choose will depend on whether you feel you can make big promises out loud in a public 
ceremony.  
 

There are all sorts of things that will affect which of these two ceremonies you choose. There 
may be an expectation to follow family tradition, or maybe - as parents - you want to simply 
say thank you to God for the gift of your child without making big promises you don’t yet feel 
able to make or keep. The Vicar and congregation will uphold your decision. 
 

Whatever you decide, remember that God already loves and accepts you and your child. There 
is no need to fear any spiritual consequences of choosing one option over another. We want 
you to feel comfortable and positive about your choice so that, in future, you can talk to your 
child about it. Please take some time talking to someone you trust about this choice. Where 
possible, all those with Parental Responsibility should be involved. 

 

‘Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child’ 
The birth or adoption of a child is a cause for celebration. Many people are overcome by a 
sense of awe at the creation of new life and want to express their thanks to God. This is a 
much shorter ceremony during which your child is named; we offer prayers for you and your 
child without any promises of faith being made by others. It can still be followed by a fantastic 
party and be at a time to suit you.  You will choose sponsors for your child.  
 

It is a special, but simple, service of thanksgiving, which is a lovely time when you can be with 
friends and family, ask for God’s blessing and pray for your baby. It’s different from a Holy 
Baptism but means you can give thanks for your child while deciding whether to have them 
baptised at a later date. 
 

You might also choose this service when your baby has just been born, or if you have adopted 
a child into your family and you simply want to celebrate this with special words said by a vicar. 
It is typically a much more informal ceremony. Your child would not have godparents, but 
sponsors. 
 

‘Holy Baptism’ (also known as ‘Christening’) 
This is a longer ceremony, during which someone is baptised, with parents and godparents 
making serious and meaningful promises to pray for them, and bring them to worship at 
church. 
 

In baptism, you as parents are thanking God for his gift of life, deciding to start your child on 
the journey of faith and asking for the church’s support.  For your child, baptism marks the 
start of a journey of faith, a decision to walk that journey in the presence of God accompanied 
by the church.  The baptism service uses a number of powerful symbols to help us understand 
the way in which God’s presence will transform all our lives. 
 



 
 The Symbols of baptism are 
· Anointing with Holy Oil 
· Baptising with Water 
· Giving and receiving a lighted Candle 
· Promises of Christian faith and belonging 
  
What about Godparents? 
This is someone who is promising to have a very special ongoing involvement in your child’s 
life.  They need to be someone who is able to offer your child help and support, especially in 
regard to their own growing faith.   You may find it useful to discuss carefully with prospective 
godparents what the role involves—you do not have to choose family members. Each person 
being baptised must have at least two godparents. Please note that godparents do not become 
the child’s legal guardian. For this, you must go through a solicitor. 
  
All godparents must have been baptised themselves. It is very important that any prospective 
godparent who is not yet baptised tells us beforehand—we can offer a solution! Yes, it is 
perfectly all right for Roman Catholic, Methodist, Baptist etc. people to serve as godparents—
LGBTQIA folks are welcome as both parents and godparents. It is the quality of the person that 
matters. NB You cannot change or delete a godparent after the baptism has taken place. 
  
How much does it cost? 
Apart from the cost of an (optional) baptism certificate (in 2022 it’s £16) the church makes no 
charge for baptism (or Thanksgiving services).  Both are expressions of God’s free love for the 
world.  However, we would remind you that every year it costs tens of thousands of pounds to 
run our community work and maintain our lovely, historic building. Every year we have to send 
nearly £30,000 to the Church of England as a kind of subscription and then raise more money 
to care for the building and churchyard, cover volunteer and clergy expenses etc.). We receive 
no government grants, and none of your taxes go to the church. In short, we don’t own the 
building and churchyard but, as custodians of it, have to pay for it.  
  
Therefore, we would encourage you to express your thanks for your child’s ‘Thanksgiving’ or 
‘Holy Baptism’ by way of a donation. As an example, £50 would pay for our Vicar’s travel 
expenses for a whole two weeks.  
  
How to pay for a baptism certificate (£16) 
Please pay by cash, or bank transfer to 69162778 60-02-50 (please add a reference). The cost 
of the certificate is not taken out of any donation you make. If you come to worship, we also 
have the option of paying using our contactless card reader. 
 
How to also make a donation in thanksgiving for your child’s ceremony 
· Make a contactless card payment (available on request) 
· Put notes into the brass plate near the church door. 

 
 



 
Booking a ‘Thanksgiving’ or ‘Holy Baptism’ 

  
Step 1  Please either call our Baptisms Coordinator, Stella Hardy (see contacts on rear 
  page), or come along on a Sunday morning to a 10am service and, afterwards, 
  collect this information  booklet and an application form (you can fill it in and 
  give it back there and then if you like). Bring your family, including your child.  

  
Step 2  If you didn’t manage to fill in and leave the application with us at Step 1,  
  just take it home, fill it in and bring it back to church on another Sunday at 10am 
  as soon as possible. Stella can also fill it in with you over the ‘phone. 

  
Step 3  As soon as we have your form is completed and details have been checked, your 
  booking is confirmed. The only way a booking can be cancelled or amended is by 
  you telling us. We will make every effort to stay in touch with you.  
  IF YOU LATER NEED TO CANCEL OR POSTPONE, PLEASE TELL STELLA ASAP.  
 
Your next step is…. 
…. if you have booked a Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child 

You will have either a celebration at a venue of your choice, or it may be a public celebration 
in church.  

  …. if you have booked a Holy Baptism  
Please watch our ‘Welcome to Baptism’ video and ensure godparents  
receive their letter welcoming them to their special role. 
  
Use this short form to write down your booking details... 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you know we have a fantastic Hall nearby which would be perfect for your after-party? 
Call the Hall Manager on 07780 202501. 
 

This is space for you to write in details of your booking, when confirmed. 

Afterwards, this booklet can become a memento of your child’s special day. 

The Thanksgiving for / Baptism of 

 

Name___________________________________________________ 

has been booked to take place at  
 

Location_________________________________________________ 

on 
 

Date & time______________________________________________ 



 
On the day of the Thanksgiving or Holy Baptism... 
 

Where do we park? 
There is a car park at the bottom of the church steps. There is a smaller car park next to the 
Church Hall on Main Street, and three spaces as you drive off Main Street. We also have a 
small area at the east end of the churchyard, near the path, which is suitable for dropping off 
people with prams and users of mobility aids. This is accessed via the gateway at the top of 
Church Lane, which goes alongside Brailsford House Care Home. Please do not park in The 
Green or along Church Lane. 
  
When do we arrive and where do we sit? 
Please try to arrive around 15 minutes before the service is due to begin. You do not have to 
dress up and there is no prescribed outfit for your child to wear. We always love to have lots of 
children around, but please ensure all children are looked after personally during the service. 
Hold their hand and explore the building. No one needs leave if they make sounds. 
 

Photography 
Please refrain from flash photography during the service.  There is usually plenty of time 
following a service to take lots of photographs. You and your guests are welcome to video the 
ceremony, but please do so unobtrusively. At the end of the ceremony, the Vicar will request a 
photo with you and your child. Did you know we offer free live-streaming to Facebook/ Zoom? 
 

And Beyond! - Your Child 
Here at All Saint’s, children are important to us—together with them, we are God’s Church. 
Sunday morning services are always at 10am and last roughly 1 hour, 10 minutes. We very 
much welcome children at ALL our services and want to help everyone realise their faith is 
more than a Sunday activity. Do ask about our new children’s club, Auntie Sheila’s Children’s 
Club and SmAll Saints (see poster), 
  
You 
Having a child and exploring how to celebrate this may have raised the issue of faith for you 
personally.  If you would like the opportunity to find out more about the Christian faith then 
we run study courses throughout the year. Take a look at our yellow ’pew sheet’ for what’s 
going on this month. You will never be denied the support and help of the church, please 
contact Stella or Nicky for a one-to-one chat in confidence. We are here for you. 
 

Worship at All Saint’s 
 

Every Sunday  10am Parish Mass (NB No service on August Bank Holiday Sunday) 
 
Thursdays     10am  Midweek Mass or Morning Prayer 
 
2nd Friday of the month 9.45am to 11am SmAll Saints (from September 2022) 



 

 SmAll 
      Saints 

music and movement 

for babies and all pre-school children 

2nd Friday of each month 
(starts 9 September then 14 October, 11 November and 9 December)  

9.45am to 11am 

at All Saints’ Church, Church Walk 

Harworth and Bircotes, DN11 8LH 
OPEN & FREE OF CHARGE TO PARENTS, CARERS, 

CHILDMINDERS, GODPARENTS & GRANDPARENTS  

ALL WELCOME, INCLUDING RAINBOW FAMILIES! 

www.allsaintshbsh.co.uk   @AllSaintsHBSH  
 

http://www.allsaintshbsh.co.uk/


 
Frequently Asked Questions about Holy Baptism 

 

Do parents have to be baptised? 
Parents don’t have to be baptised. However, all godparents must be, because it is essentially 
they who make the promises on behalf of the child. 
 

Is a ‘baptism’ different to a ‘Christening’? 
There is no difference between a ‘baptism’ and a ‘christening’.  
 

Can anyone have a Holy Baptism service? 
Yes, so long as they have not been baptized already. You may also like to know that a person 
does not have to have been baptised to have a church wedding. 
 

At what age should a child be baptised? 
You can have your baby or child baptised at any age but once a person is able to speak for 
themselves, the ceremony changes and godparents are not required. Holy Baptism is not 
obligatory at any age, and no one should make you feel you have to go through with it. 
 

Where can we hold the Holy Baptism? 
A Holy Baptism can take place in your local parish church, where you live. If you would like it to 
take place elsewhere (for example, where you used to live), please tell us as soon as possible, 
because we will have some extra information to give you. We really would encourage you to 
have the ceremony where you actually live, so that your Vicar and congregation in your home 
parish can support you and your child in the future. 
 

Is it possible to have a rehearsal? 
We do not routinely offer this in person, but if you feel it would help you,   
please tell us. What we do ask you to do is watch this video   >>>>>>>>>> 
or click here instead. 
 

Can we have a private Holy Baptism? 
Like all Church of England places of worship, All Saints’ Church is a public building so anyone 
can come in and be part of what’s happening; nothing we do is private. For spiritual reasons, 
Holy Baptisms really should take place during the normal Sunday morning service but we 
understand how, sometimes, there are reasons for the ceremony to be a separate occasion. 
When you come to make a booking, you will be asked whether you would prefer a morning or 
afternoon booking. The service does not have to take place on a Sunday. 
 

Do I have to come to church afterwards? 
No one can be forced to do so, but the baptism ceremony implies that, once baptised, a 
person will actively become a part of their local church. If even a few of those (and their 
families and godparents) did so, the present-day life of All Saints’ Church would be so much 
better, and our future assured—but the fact is we rarely ever see any family between one 
baptism and the other. But unwillingness to become part of the Church family doesn’t mean 
we will refuse you (in fact, we are not allowed to refuse baptism to anyone who lives in our 
parish). Some families feel that making the big baptism promises is not for them yet, in which 
case ‘Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child’ may be more appropriate. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-jMZ5tLf-DJMflHUwVOcyBjvYNrDyTIz/view?usp=sharing


 
Belonging to the church can be very enjoyable, interesting and fun as we grow together in faith 
and friendship—we’re ordinary people like you. Please come and give us a go after your child’s 
special ceremony—we really want to help you, your child and their sponsors/godparents to 
live out those special promises. There’s no need to believe everything or dress or speak a 
certain way. 
 
If I decided not to have my child baptised, and they died, would they go to Heaven? 
From what we as Christians know about God (who is Love), yes they would, so there is no need 
to rush into it, nor be pushed into it. If you don’t want to proceed, it’s OK with the church. We 
offer our support to you if you need to deal with any pressure being placed on you. 
 
Does having my child baptised at All Saints’ Church guarantee they will be admitted to 
Harworth Church of England Academy. 
There is no connection between the two, and baptism is not normally required if someone 
wants to have a church wedding when grown up. The only part the church can play in your 
child’s automatic qualification for admission is by a parent attending public worship on 
Sundays or Thursdays, minimum once a month for at least six months prior to application 
deadline.  
   

For much more information about Thanksgiving and Baptism, 
please visit https://churchofenglandchristenings.org 

 
Keeping in touch 

  
Baptism Coordinator:  Mrs Stella Hardy  01909 472686 
        07891 885724 
(NB Stella is your first port of call in regard to your booking)  
 
Vicar: [The Revd] Nicky Skipworth   07734 233742  

 
 

Website www.allsaintshbsh.co.uk  
  

           ‘All Saints’ Church, Harworth and Bircotes’ 
  

 
To find out which parish you live in and for contact details of your 

parish church, wherever that may be in England and parts of mainland Europe,  
visit www.achurchnearyou.com 

  
 

http://www.allsaintshbsh.co.uk/

