
Eccles Team Rector’s Letter : May 2022 

By now I expect most of you will have heard the news that 

I shall be retiring in September after 30 years in ordained 

ministry. Jane and I are buying a house in Northumberland 

not far from the Holy Island of Lindisfarne where St Aidan 

established a community in 635AD. From here he and his 

fellow monks brought Christianity to Northern England.  

 

We are currently in the Easter season celebrating the good news that Jesus 

rose from the dead and met with his disciples on a 

number of occasions before he ascended into heaven. 

“Ascension Day” is commemorated on Thursday 26th May. 

You are invited to a Team Service at Eccles Parish Church 

at 10.15am that day. We will begin 10 days of prayer 

asking in particular for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

to help us reach out to our neighbours with the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. 

 

To help us in this time of prayer “Thy Kingdom Come” 

prayer journals and Novena booklets have been prepared. 

I do hope you find these helpful in your devotions over the 

next couple of weeks before Pentecost Sunday.  

 

I am delighted to announce that on July 3rd our ordinands 

John Evans and Andre Adefope will be ordained deacon in 

Manchester Cathedral. Do speak to them if you would like 

to attend the service. On that Sunday there will be no service at St Paul’s 

and a service of the word at Eccles Parish Church. Communion will be 

available at Christ Church Patricroft at 9.30am or at St Andrew’s Eccles at 

11.15am.  On July 17th at 4pm you are invited to attend St Andrew’s Eccles 

for our Team Confirmation Service. 

 

The future of our churches will depend less on clergy and more on the 

ministry of lay people. We are particularly in need of a PCC secretary at St 

Paul’s Monton. There are many other “ministries” which one would hope could 

be fulfilled by volunteers from the congregation. There is something for 

everyone. I am currently preparing a booklet describing these opportunities 

for service which I hope you will read and pray about.  

 

Yours in Christ 


