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hrist hurch in the anche  
A Chaplaincy within the Church of England Diocese in Europe 

October 2022

 
 

 
 

 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

Duke of Normandy 

Supreme Governor of the Church of England 

1926 – 2022 

 

 

Some messages from our books of condolence 
 

A life dedicated to your people, thank you and God bless you. 
 

God help and gently speed you on your new journey. 
 

Je m'associe de la peine du peuple Anglais. Merci à tous ceux qui ont donné leur vie pour la France. 

Que la Reine Elizabeth II repose en Paix dans le cœur de Dieu. 
 

May you take your rest after a life well lived. Thank you, Ma’am. 
 

Gracias. 
 

I was born abroad, lived most of my life abroad, but you were always looked to as Head of State. 
 

A beacon of fidelity, humility and unwavering faith. 
 

Merci a la Duc de Normandie  
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Minister’s Message 
 

David and I have just returned from a break in Sarthe, in the middle of a 

lovely woodland, and as we enjoyed the forest we commented on the 

great variety of trees. As we celebrate the theme of the harvest this 
month, we think of the beauty and the variety in God’s creation. 
 

The forest paths we went along were covered with acorns, many of 

which were crushed underfoot (or under bike).   I was reminded of the 

parable of the sower as I looked at all those acorns covering the hard 
path and thought about how few mighty oak trees would grow from 

them.  
 

Year after year the oak tree keeps making acorns. In spite of its failure to reproduce it doesn't give up. Each 

autumn there will be acorns because that is what an oak tree does, whether or not it makes more oak trees. 

Oak trees make acorns! 
 

Does it sometimes seem that all our good deeds, all our invitations to people to come to church, all our love 
to others—that all of it often produces nothing? Yet we keep on doing those things because that is what we 

do, regardless of the results. Christians plant seeds! 
 

Even if that oak tree never makes another  tree, I am reminded that the squirrels love acorns, and who knows 

what squirrels in our lives are being blessed? 
 

Galatians 6:9 reads — Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest 
if we do not give up. 

Mary Jackson, Lay Minister 

 
 

We remembered…….. 
 

On Sunday 11th September, a much larger congregation than usual, comprising church and non-church folk, 

both French and English, gathered at Gratot for a very special service.  On a table in front of the altar, 

flanked by lighted candles, was a book of condolence, which we were invited to sign before or after the 

service. 
 

The beautifully produced, partially bi-lingual, order of service, in a stunning cover of pierced black card 
(thank you, Morgan) began with the words: 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST of Thanksgiving, Prayer and Reflection 

For HER GRACIOUS MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
1926 - 2022  

 

There were more than a few tears shed as the old, familiar words of the Eucharist service and the three Bible 

readings flowed around us. Greatly aided by our occasional organist Freddy, (no computer music for Her 

Majesty!) we sang two well-known hymns and Psalm 23, ending, of course, with the National Anthem – and 
how odd it seemed to be singing “King” instead of “Queen” - only a very few among us were old enough to 

remember singing for King George VI ! 
 

Father Chris preached an inspiring sermon on the theme of “Graciousness” ending with a prayer from the 

time, as he put it, “of an earlier Elizabeth”, the words of Sir Francis Drake: 

O Lord God, when Thou givest to Thy servants to endeavour any great matter, grant us also to know that it is 
not the beginning, but the continuing of the same, until it be thoroughly finished, which yieldeth the true 

glory; through Him who, for the finishing of Thy work, laid down His life for us, our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 
 

Whether Monarchist or staunch Republican, there can few who would doubt that our dear Queen was the 
embodiment of faithful continuation until the end. 
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BISHOP'S VISIT TO GRATOT, 7th October 
 

 

Here is the complete timetable of the Bishop Robert Innes’ day with 

Christ Church in the Manche, for your information. 

Please note those times which apply to you. 

 
 

10h30 – 12h30 

 

We host a strategy meeting in person and on Zoom led by the Bishop and 

Archdeacon regarding how the Chaplaincies of the new NW France 

Deanery may be organised and resourced. 

Five Chaplaincies in NW France are involved in these discussions. 
 

 

Informal working lunch for those present at the morning meeting. 
 

 

14h30 -16h30 

 

The Bishop and Archdeacon meet with our Chaplaincy Council to discuss 

any and all relevant topics, including (but not limited to) our developing 

vision for the future shape of our Chaplaincy. 

If you are not a CC member but would like a particular topic to be 

discussed with the Bishop, please raise it with a Church Officer or one of 

the Leadership Team. 
 

 

17h00 onwards    
 

Tea and coffee available for those arriving for the evening service. 
 

 

18h00 

 

Chaplaincy Harvest Thanksgiving* celebrating our 20th Anniversary. 

A joyful shared Eucharist at which Bp Robert will preside and preach. 
 

 

19h15 (approx) 

 

Fish and Chip Supper in the Salle 

(cost and how to book will be announced soon.) 
 

 

It is nearly ten years since we last enjoyed a visit to our Chaplaincy by one of our Bishops: please 

give this important visit your maximum support. 

 

*Please bring your (non-perishable) gifts for the Banque Alimentaire. 
 

 
 

SOMETHING MORE 
 

 
The start of our new fortnightly venture 'Something More' was inevitably delayed by the death of Her 

Majesty.  In the format detailed in last month’s magazine, the start date will now be Tuesday 11th October. 
(19h30 start on Zoom – look out for the link to connect which will be sent out soon.) 
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Not quite the Head! 
 

 Among all the 'words of the wise' heard in the past few weeks, I lost count of the 
number of times we were told the late Queen Elizabeth II was 'Head of the 

Anglican Church'! She wasn't – she was 'Supreme Governor of the Church of 

England' – and the difference is a significant one! 
 

First of all, the Church of England is not the Anglican Church – there are plenty of 

others, independent of the Church of England! For example, Anglicans in Scotland 
and Ireland, and of course my own Church in Wales, do not have any role for the 

monarch except to pray for them. 'Supreme Governor of the Church of England' 

was a deliberate step back from King Henry VIII, who did indeed claim the title 
'Supreme Head of the Church of England'. The change to 'Supreme Governor' was 

made as long ago as 1558, to make it clear that Jesus Christ Himself is the only 

'Head of the Church', for Anglicans or anybody else! 
 

The term 'Governor' implies real authority, but authority in a limited context, and strictly accountable to a 

higher authority (or even to Higher Authority!). For example, the Bank of England has a Governor, he has 
real authority, but is also very much accountable for his actions and those of his organisation. The late Queen 

was a devout Christian, loved the Church of England and cared for it deeply, but always realised that she was 

accountable to God for anything she did as its leading lay member. We hope our new King will be blessed 
with equal wisdom and humility. 

Fr Chris 

 
 

Joint service with the Friends of Hommëel church 
 

Sunday 4th September saw some sixteen members of our congregation 

gamely join the local Association which looks after and cares for our church 

here in Hommëel. Led by Père Charles, the occasion was very warm and 

friendly as we were welcomed into their community. Michaela was her usual 

stalwart self in helping their aging organist to navigate our organ and to keep 

us all singing along. As per usual, yours truly was asked on arrival to read 

one of the lessons and to lead the psalm. Thankfully one of the ladies led the 

sung response for which I thanked the Big Boss profusely. I don't mind being 

thrown in at the deep end but that was a bit too deep, so to speak. 

All present were given a delicious brioche bun before departing. 

The service was followed by the usual sumptuous lunch in the main salle in Gratot. A small group 

of us joined the people of Hommëel and Gratot for an afternoon of food, laughter, and the surprises 

of the raffle prizes.  
 

A wonderful day of friendship and fraternity. Looking forward to next year’s event - put it in your 

diaries if you want to join us - first Sunday in September 2023. 
Donna 

 
From the Gratot-based churchwarden – it makes you think! 
 

Visiting Church - no times specified 
 

Some go to church just for the walk, 
Some go there to have a talk, 

Some go there to gain a lover, 

Some go there their faults to cover, 

Some go there for observation, 
Some go there for speculation, 

Some go there to sleep and nod 

But few go there to worship God. 
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Important message from our Secretary:  Agnès writes: 
 

Dear All,   

Preparations for our Christmas market on 26th November are starting so a first, short 

meeting will take place on Sunday, 2nd October after the service, in the salle. 

We welcome new ideas and of course, volunteers!   
If you are bursting with ideas but can’t make the meeting, please speak to Agnès or one of the committee. 

Thank you. 

 
Who have we got next Sunday? 
 

A few years ago we stopped announcing names of those conducting services. We stopped for a very specific 

reason that has receded but not totally gone away. From time to time we are asked why we don't publish the 
names again – it's a fair question, and deserves an answer. We are interested to hear why we should, but we 

see reasons why we shouldn't. 
 

Although we have no paid Chaplain, our varied group of volunteers bring a range of experience, style and 

gifts. Each will spend hours planning a service, preparing a message intended to teach, encourage and build 

up the congregation. Very often a minister then travels a considerable distance to lead that service. Surely it 
would be a discourtesy to all that effort to make the presence (or absence) of a particular minister the guiding 

factor in deciding whether to attend a service or not? 
 

We share some Christian truths to ponder: 
 

True Christians attend worship for the sake of God and His Church, not the minister. To make the presence 

or absence of a particular minister the basis of deciding whether to attend simply focuses on a wrong priority. 

All our ministers are equally important, but the worship of God is more important than any of them! 
 

The Bible warns against allowing division to enter the heart of worship, of effectively saying 'we will only 

approach the Lord's Table if we like the minister standing there' – but it isn't that minister's table, it is the 
Lord's Table! - the invitation to Communion we accept (or reject) is the invitation of Jesus Himself. Please 

read 1 Corinthians 11, vv17-end. 
 

Division at the Lord's Table spills over quickly into division running through the life of the local church and 
crippling it. The Bible sees this as a serious problem that leaders need to challenge and correct: please read 1 

Corinthians 3, vv1-9. 
 

('So and so') is one of 'Xs' fan club' can be heard as an excuse for Christians to down-value one another. Of 

course people are different, and we relate to some more easily than others, but ministers in a church do not – 

must not! - seem to have 'fan clubs'. The Bible suggests that only paying attention to those we like or agree 
with is actually a sign of immaturity, or even spiritual decay! Please read 1 Timothy 4 vv1-5 especially v3-4 

The time will come when people will not listen to sound doctrine, but will follow their own desires and will 

collect for themselves more and more teachers who will tell them what they are itching to hear. They will 

turn away from listening to the truth and give their attention to legends.  
 

The Church of England teaches clearly that worshippers are not to attend or stay away based on personal 

perceptions of a minister leading the service. See the 39 Articles of Religion (in your Book of Common 
Prayer, or find it on the internet), 'Article 26: Of the unworthiness of the ministers, which hinders not the 

effect of the sacrament' emphasises this with regard to Holy Communion. The C of E recognises just one 

situation where the question of who ministers may influence attendance, and it is nothing to do with 

'worthiness': where a person objects in conscience to the Eucharist being celebrated by a woman priest or 
bishop. 
 

These are the reasons we don't publish the names of officiants at services: we think they go to the heart of 
our duty to 'accept one another, as Christ has accepted you' (Romans 15, v7) We hope you pray for your 

ministers as often as we pray for you. 
The Chaplaincy Leadership Team 
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SERVICES IN OCTOBER 

 

Fewer Covid precautions are now being taken (though you may still be asked to sign in) 

but please respect those who are still being cautious. 
 

DATE GRATOT 11h00 VIREY 17h00 

2nd October Morning Prayer Holy Communion 

Friday 7th October 
BISHOP'S VISIT 

Chaplaincy harvest-themed Eucharist service 
(at Gratot, 18h00) 

9th October Holy Communion Evening Prayer 

16th October Morning Prayer Holy Communion 

23rd October Holy Communion Evening Prayer 

30th October Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

 

 
   

READINGS FOR OCTOBER 
 

Date 
Day in the church 

calendar 
Psalm 

1st 

Reading 

2nd 

Reading 
Gospel 

2nd Oct 
16th Sunday after 
Trinity 

37:1-9 
Habakkuk 

1:1-4; 2:1-4 
2 Timothy 

1:1-14 
Luke 

17:5-10 

7th Oct Bishop’s visit TBA TBA TBA TBA 

9th Oct 
17th Sunday after 

Trinity 

Psalm 

111 

2 Kings 

5:1-3, 7-15c 

2 Timothy 

2:8-15 

Luke 

17:11-19 

16th 

Oct 

18th Sunday after 

Trinity 
121 

Genesis 

32:22-31 

2 Timothy 

3:14-4:5 

Luke 

18:1-8 

23rd Oct Bible Sunday 
119:129-

136 
Isaiah 

45:22-end 
Romans 
15:1-6 

Luke 
4:16-24 

 
 

 

Please continue to pray daily for our church 

especially during this, our anniversary year. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

thank you for calling us to be a Church under the banner of your Name: 
may we look to you today and find clear vision for tomorrow. 

May our life together bring you glory, 

as you make of us a living invitation to enter the joy of your Kingdom.       Amen 
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DIARY DATES 

Thursday 6th October 

10h30 – 12h30 
English Library, Gratot 

Wednesdays 

5th and 19th October, 11h00 
Coffee Catch-up on Zoom 

Friday 7
th

 October 

All day 

VISIT OF BISHOP ROBERT 

(See page 3) 

Tuesday 11th October 

19h30 – 21h00 

“Something More” 

Delayed first session, on Zoom 

Sunday 23rd October 

11h00 – 15h30, Gratot 

Eucharist service  
then proposed soup and dessert lunch followed 

by talk and discussion. (To be confirmed) 

Saturday 26th November 
All day 

Christmas Fair, Gratot 

 

Anglican Alphabet with Fr Chris 
 

Anglican Christians use some obscure old words. Each month we'll try to 'unpack' words you are likely to 

hear: please tell us if there is a word of 'Anglicanese' you'd like to see explained in plain English, and we'll 
include it in a future issue. 
 

R is for Rector. From the Latin for 'a ruler', meaning here 'someone in charge' rather than 'something to help 

draw a straight line'! The head of a parish in terms of authority, usually a priest, who would receive the 

income from the land and other endowments which provided for the continuing ministry in that parish. (This 
meaning is now obsolete, but the title is still used.) In modern terms, a '(Team) Rector' is the leader of a unit 

of churches with subsidiary clergy '(Team) Vicars' as (junior) colleagues. 
 

V is for Vicar. From the Latin for 'a substitute'. The head of a parish in terms of authority, always a priest, 

who did not receive the direct income paid to a Rector, but was paid an allowance ('stipend') through some 

other channel. (There could be a number of explanations for that, that meaning is now obsolete but the title is 
still used). In modern terms a (Team) Vicar is an experienced priest working in collaboration with a (Team) 

Rector. Cathedrals may have Vicars in a different sense: people – lay or clergy – involved in worship and 

music. 
 

C is for Curate. This could get confusing! Technically a Curate is any priest who has been assigned 'the cure 
(ie 'care') of souls'. This includes Rectors and Vicars, but extends to other kinds of parish clergy who have 

responsibility but do not have the same job security. Modern use of the term to describe assistant clergy is an 

abbreviation of the correct form 'Assistant Curate' – an ordained minister who assists the Curate, usually 

while in the final phase of their ministry training.  

 
 

And a final smile……… 
 

From an American court hearing: 

 

Attorney:  Did you say he was shot in the woods? 

 

Witness:  No, I said he was shot in the lumbar region. 
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MINISTRY CONTACTS 

Chaplain:  This post is currently vacant. 

Pending the appointment of a new Area Dean for North West France, the acting priest in charge is the 
Venerable Peter Hooper, Archdeacon of France peter.hooper@europe.anglican.org 

Chaplaincy Leadership Team 

Leader and Convenor 
Revd Chris Probert (Fr Chris) 

02 33 61 35 82 
frchris.christchurchmanche@gmail.com  

Donna Derrick 

Licensed Lay Minister 

02 33 17 19 52 

ddchristchurchmanche@gmail.com  

Revd David Jackson 
09 63 56 32 69 

davyjax.dj@gmail.com  

Mary Jackson, Licensed Lay Minister 
09 63 56 32 69 

maryjackson117@gmail.com  

Adrian Feather, 

Churchwarden and Chaplaincy Treasurer 

02 33 58 01 35 

adrian.feather@orange.fr  

Peter Williams, Churchwarden 
02 33 46 99 91 

Peterchene37@gmail.com  

The Leadership Team usually meets weekly; 
please share your questions, thoughts and ideas with the Team by contacting Chris. 

 

 

Useful websites 
If you know of any other websites which might be of use to our readership, please let us know 

 

 

https://europe.anglican.org/ The main Diocesan website 

https://www.francerights.org/ Brexit information for expatriate Britons 

www.rfi.fr/en/  
French news and current affairs public radio 

station, good for latest news in English 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8341/page/52609 

This is the website giving all the information 

for the two Chaplaincy churches 

at Gratot-Hommëel and Virey 

http://eurobishop.blogspot.com/  
A blog by Bishop David Hamid 

News and articles about our diocese 
 

 

NEXT MONTH’S DEADLINE for articles and photos is 24th October 

Please send articles and photos to:  mmupjohn@live.co.uk 
 

 
  

mailto:peter.hooper@europe.anglican.org
mailto:frchris.christchurchmanche@gmail.com
mailto:ddchristchurchmanche@gmail.com
mailto:davyjax.dj@gmail.com
mailto:maryjackson117@gmail.com
mailto:adrian.feather@orange.fr
mailto:Peterchene37@gmail.com
https://europe.anglican.org/
https://www.francerights.org/
http://www.rfi.fr/en/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8341
http://eurobishop.blogspot.com/
mailto:mmupjohn@live.co.uk
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Thank you for supporting our advertisers. Please note, the inclusion of an advertisement on 

this page does not imply that Christ Church in the Manche recommends that advertiser, or 

verifies that they are qualified or insured: customers should always verify these facts 

themselves before employing a contractor. 
To advertise, please contact the editor on mmupjohn@live.co.uk for details 

 

 

  

WATTS Christopher 
•PLOMBERIE • CHAUFFAGE• 

•ELECTRICITE• 
 

L’Odinière  

50450 MONTAIGU LES BOIS  
 

 

Tel. 02 33 90 84 16  
 

 

E-mail: chris@cwatts.fr    www.cwatts.fr 

 

Siret No.49147371600018 

 

 

 

 

BUYING OR SELLING A 
PROPERTY IN NORMANDIE 

We are an internet-based estate agent, 
advertising in The U.K., Europe 

and World Wide. 
We have clients waiting to buy 

and urgently need more properties to sell. 
There are no charges to sellers and we 
pride ourselves on our friendly service. 

For more details ring Sheelagh Gorham 
Tel. 02 33 61 92 70  or  e-mail: 

Sheelagh@agencenewton.com  or  www.my-french-home.com 
 

No SIRET: 503 718 611 000 18 

 

TELEVISION and 

COMPUTER SERVICES 

 

Chris Hutt 
 

Installation and Repair of English and 

European T.V. 

and Broadband Internet. 
 

All work guaranteed 

 

Telephone 02 33 91 69 29 

E-mail: 

chris@ashnormandie.com 

www.ashnormandie.com 
 

Siret No: 491 624 367 00018 
  

Contact us for support if you or a loved one is affected by cancer. 
 

Meeting place at Notre Dame du Touchet, 50140, Southern Manche 
 Trained volunteers available  

E-mail: nord@cancersupportfrance.org  www.cancersupportfrance.org 

ENGLISH–SPEAKING ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS,  1 Place de Collegial, Mortain 
 

Mondays 10h30 - 11h30, Fridays 18h00 - 19h00 
Tel: 02 31 67 64 29, Email: deodar@aol.com 

 

mailto:mmupjohn@live.co.uk
mailto:chris@cwatts.fr
http://www.cwatts.fr/
mailto:Sheelagh@agencenewton.com
http://www.my-french-home.com/
mailto:nord@cancersupportfrance.org
http://www.cancersupportfrance.org/

