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September is a month when many, as we shall be doing on the 10th, celebrate harvest. A 
time when we traditionally reap what we have sown. From the perspective of history, we 
can never be totally certain of the causes or extent of climate change. Since the wider the 
time frame we use the harder it becomes to have a ‘base line’ to measure from. For 
example, was the last ice age 22,000 years ago when a large ice sheet covered Scotland and 
reached as far south as the midlands a ‘normal’ climate for Britain? 

As a teenager in the summer of 76, or a priest during the drought in Zimbabwe in 1992 I 
remember the yellow and brown colour of the fields and dust of the roads. Driving through 
the lanes yesterday both of those times came back to mind and seemed surreally real. By 
the time you read this article hopefully the weather will have changed, and some rain will 
have arrived in our region to help the farmers plant and sow for next year. 

The other pressing issue at the time of writing is that of the cost of energy, in particular the 
forecast cost of heating and fuel. Ever since I have been ‘outed’ as a priest people ask me to 
‘put in a good word’ or ‘use my influence’. I confess to being unable to do either. I claim no 
influence or direct connection with the above! As we know responsibility for causing climate 
change and/or reversing the factors that are generating that change is shared by all. 
Protecting the vulnerable and making the cost of living affordable is the combined 
responsibility of government and the electorate. A responsibility to demand through the 
ballot box, a programme of care and compassion that is inclusive of all people. 

It is clearly true that religion and politics are a dangerous combination. The use and abuse of 
political power to impose a religious view has caused misery and suffering throughout the 
centuries and has appeared again in America in recent events. Similarly, religious leaders 
given political power have always been corrupted into inhuman and unchristian acts. 
However, to bring what might seem a disjointed ramble to a conclusion, my point is that 
Christianity is by nature a social and therefore political cause. And faith requires all of us to 
have a human and ethical duty to care for each other – that is the ethos of Christian virtue. 
In the Christian gospel all of us have a shared responsibility for the environment we create 
and leave to our descendants. In Christian ethics all of us are responsible for our neighbour 
in need. Stewardship and compassion are the characteristics of humanity, neither should be 
blunted or disfigured by religion or politics.  

Jesus said ‘This is my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples’ John 15. 8. True religion is only found in humility, as Jesus gave the glory to his 
father, and true Christian socialism in the politics of caring for our neighbours in one’s 
democratic vote for what is good and true. 
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