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Our aim is to KNOW God through Jesus, to GROW in 

faith and to SHOW God’s love in our community 

 



The Editor writes: 
 

We extend a warm welcome to Revd 

Daniel Mullaney and his family as he 

joins the parish clergy team this 

September. Daniel is currently serving 

as Assistant Curate at St Clement's, 

Higher Openshaw, and will be seconded 

to St Paul's and St Andrew's for a 

year's placement.  He and his family 

hope to move into the Rectory during August. 

Daniel says: "My wife, Anna, and children, Liza, Alexey and 

Timofey, and I, have enjoyed being part of St Clement's Higher 

Openshaw over the last three years. We are sad to leave, but we 

are also excited to be moving to St Paul's and St Andrew's and 

keen to get to know members of both congregations in the coming 

months. I am very pleased to have had the recent opportunity to 

meet with leaders of St Paul's and St Andrew's, and am looking 

forward to working together with the team to further the Lord's 

work". 

We ask God’s blessing on us all as we welcome Revd Daniel to the 

parish leadership team and move forward into a new phase of 

parish life. 

🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻  

Eileen Booth writes the first in a series about Extraordinary 

Women in the Bible. 

The New Testament begins in a most boring way – a list of 

unusual and hard to pronounce names (e.g. Nahshon and 

Zerubbabel) in a long genealogy   But there is a reason for it. 

Matthew wanted to present evidence that Jesus is the Messiah and 

as such must be descended from David. The long list of names is 

there to prove it.  The list consists of 42 men and just 5 women. 



The women are Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba and of course, 

Mary.  Apart from Ruth and Mary, the women are far from being 

paragons of virtue, but one thing they all have in common is their 

fortitude,- ‘a steadiness of will in the pursuit of good, 

notwithstanding any difficulties’,(1) one of the four cardinal virtues 

(Wisdom 8:7) and a gift of the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11:1-2). 

We’ll have a look at one of them and speculate as to why she 

should be included in Matthew’s genealogy and not great women 

of faith in the Old Testament such as Hannah and Rebekah. Her 

name is Rahab.   I became interested in Rahab because a Jewish 

friend’s granddaughter was 

going to be named Rachab – 

the Greek form of Rahab.  

You can find her story in 

Joshua 2.  She lived in 

Jericho which was in the 
Promised Land. She was a 

Canaanite who were the hated 

enemies of Israel. There has been 

much speculation over what she did 
for a living. The Hebrew word used to 

describe Rahab in Joshua 2:1, 

literally means "a prostitute woman", 

and that got rolled over into the 

Christian New Testament in the epistles of James and Hebrews as 
‘harlot.’  In the rabbinic texts she is described as an "innkeeper." 

There is always the possibility that she ‘rented out rooms’ in her 

inn, making it an ideal spot for spies to gather intelligence.  

Two men had been sent by Joshua to spy out the land prior to 

them invading it, and they went to Rahab’s house The spies 

stayed in Rahab's house, which was built into the city wall. The 

soldiers sent by the king of Jericho to capture the spies asked 

Rahab to bring them out. Instead, she hid them under bundles 

of flax on the roof.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flax


That night Rahab talked to the spies – she knew that Joshua 

would defeat her city and had heard of all the ways God had 
guided the Israelites. She asked that she would be kept safe in 

any attack and this was agreed.  The sign was to be a red rope 

tied in the window through which the spies escaped. After 

escaping, the spies agreed to spare Rahab and her family after 
conquering the city. By placing a red cord out her window, Rahab 

secured her and her family's safety.  

What does the story teach us? 

That in the New Testament Rahab is praised as an example- of a 

saint who lived by faith and was considered righteous because of 

her good works: in the words of a recent article on her role, ‘the 

harlot of Jericho became a paragon of virtue- hospitality, mercy, 

faith, patience and repentance.’ (2) 

There is significance in the red rope that saved Rahab and her 

family from being killed. We read in Genesis of the blood painted 

on the door posts so that the angel of death would pass by the 

homes of the Israelites when Moses was leaving Egypt to go to 

the Promised land.  The blood Jesus shed for us on the cross 

means eternal life for those who believe and trust in him. 

- Rahab had been watching what was going on and had seen 

God’s power at work and believed. 

- She was concerned about her family’s welfare and not just 

her own safety. 
- In rabbinical tradition she is noted as one of the four most 

beautiful women in the world, and a worthy convert to 

Judaism. 

Look out in the Newsletter on 28 August for the next 

extraordinary woman- Tamar.  

(1) Catechism of the Catholic Church © Vatican 1992 
(2)  Lyons WL: Rahab through the Ages © Society of Biblical Literature Forum 2008 



Readings for the Summer 

 Sunday 31 July: Hosea 11:1-11; Luke 12:13-21  

Wednesday 3 August: Psalm 121; Matthew 

15:21-28 

Sunday 7 August: (St P) Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; (St A) Hebrews 

11:29-12:2; (both) Luke 12:32-40 

Wednesday 10 August: Ezekiel 9:1-7,10,18-22; Matthew 

18:15-20 

Sunday 14 August: (St P) Hebrews 11:29-12:2; (St A) Hebrews 

11:1-3, 8-16; (both) Luke 12:49-56 

Wednesday 17 August: Psalm 23; Matthew 20:1-16 

Sunday 21 August: (St P) Hebrews 12: 18-end; (St A) Hebrews 

13:1-8,15-16;  (both) Luke 13:10-17 

Wednesday 24 August: Isaiah 43:8-13; Luke 22: 24-30  

Jubilee Anthem 

A new worship song was 

commissioned for the 

Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee by HOPE 

Together and written by 

Graham Kendrick, Mal 

Pope and the worship 

band Rend Collective. Entitled ‘Rise Up and Serve,’ we played the 

video at both our Platinum Jubilee celebrations. You can watch it 

here on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJkUGEZoO_w  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJkUGEZoO_w


Summer Services and Events                                        
Sunday 31 July   

St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion 
St Andrew’s: 11am Morning Praise 
 

Wednesday 3 August 
St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion 
 

Thursday 4 August 
St Andrew’s: 10am Prayer Walk 1 
 

Sunday 7 August 
St Paul’s: 10am Morning Praise Hebrews sermon 1 
St Andrew’s: 11am Holy Communion Hebrews sermon 2 
 

Wednesday 10 August                 
St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion     
 

Thursday 11 August 
St Paul’s: 10am Prayer Walk 2 
 

Sunday 14 August 
St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion Hebrews sermon 2 
St Andrew’s: 11am Morning Praise Hebrews sermon 1 
 

Wednesday 17 August  
St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion  
 

Thursday 18 August 
St Andrew’s: 10am Prayer Walk 3 
 

Sunday 21 August 
St Paul’s: 10am Morning Praise Hebrews sermon 3 
St Andrew’s: 11am Holy Communion Hebrews sermon 4 
 

Wednesday 24 August  
St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion  
 

Thursday 25 August 
St Paul’s: 10am Prayer Walk 4 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

As part of our services during 
August we are going to look at 

part of the letter to the 

Hebrews. Here is a short 

introduction to the book and 

some background to our four 
sermon themes.  

Who, when, where? We don’t know who wrote it, and there is 

nothing in the book to help us work it out. For centuries the 

church thought that St Paul wrote it, but he always begins his 
letters with his name and the use of Greek words is more 

sophisticated than his letters.  All we know is that Timothy was a 

friend of both the writer and the readers. We think its first 

readers were probably a group of Christian Jews who were well 

known to the author. The book shows that they were not strong 
in their belief, doubting that Jesus really was the Messiah 

because he hadn’t come as a warrior king to destroy his 

enemies, and he hadn’t delivered his people, leaving them to 

persecution rather than leading them to victory. The writer uses 
arguments from the Old Testament to keep them trusting in 

Jesus. We’re not sure, but scholars have speculated that the 

group lived in Jerusalem. We know that it was written before AD 

96 because Clement, bishop of Rome used it in his own writing 

in that year. There is evidence in the book that Jews were still 
carrying on their religious ceremonies in Jerusalem, so that 

probably puts it before AD 70 when the temple was destroyed 

by the Roman emperor Titus. 

Why, what, how?  These Christian Jews had to make a choice. 

They could not continue in Judaism and at the same time be 
Christians. They had to decide which way to go- to turn back to 

the old ways or to go forward with the new. Their nation had 

turned against the Christians and they could not now go to the 

temple. The writer tries to show his readers that the right choice 
was to continue to trust in Jesus. That was much better than all 

the ceremonies of their former religion, which Jesus had 

replaced. The way the book is written is not like any other book 



in the New Testament. We call it a letter, but it does not start 

like one. It finishes like one, but without a name. The way he 
writes is more like a speech or a lesson. He knows the readers 

and is eager to see them again. He knows all about their past 

and their needs. He thinks well of them but feels they should by 

now be able to teach others. He cares about his friends and 
wants to advise them in the choices they have to make. 
 

The letter is divided into five parts, and we are going to look at 

the last part: chapters 11-13 at the end of the book. It’s about 

the better way: the way of trust and hope; the right way to 
live; and the way of love and doing what God wants. The theme 

of the reading for Sermon 1 (ch 11:1-3, 8-16) is 

the meaning of faith and its demonstration by 

Abraham and Sarah (Anne Rockley). For Sermon 

2 (ch 11:29-12:2) it’s other 
examples of faith and trust in God 

from the Old Testament (Anthea Darlington). For 

Sermon 3 (ch 12:18-end) it’s 

the contrast between God 

speaking on Mt Sinai and Jesus 
on Mt Zion (Heather Martin). For Sermon 4 (ch 

13: 1-8, 15-16) it’s doing what God wants: Jesus is the way 

(Hilary Shedlock). Each sermon will be given at both churches. 

We hope you enjoy this rather different way of studying the 
Bible and will give us some feedback! 
 

                                                                                                                                                 

Summer Notices 

• No refreshments after Sunday services at St Paul’s until September. 
Volunteers needed for a refreshments rota 

• No Sunday School until Sunday 4 September. Children’s activities table 
in Worship Area at St Paul’s 

• Livestreaming of Sunday services from St Andrew’s only until we set 
up a better system at St Paul’s. Wednesdays as usual 

• Revd Hilary’s licensing: Tuesday 11 October 7.30pm at St Paul’s 



Parish Prayer Walks in August 2022 

each Thursday 10 am 
 

 
 

Each week we will be walking around a different part of the Parish, 

praying for the people who live and work here. 
Prayer Walking is just what it sounds like - praying to God while 

walking around. Instead of closing our eyes and bowing our 

heads, we keep our eyes open to the needs we see around us and 

bow our hearts to ask humbly for God to intervene. As we walk 

and pray, we need to listen for promptings by God’s Spirit to pray 
for individuals and groups we meet along the way. 

We meet at St Paul’s or St Andrew’s and go out to walk for about 

¾ of an hour, praying silently. Then we return and share our 

experiences.  

If you are not able to join us, please spend the time praying at 
home. You can share your experiences by phone, email or on 

Facebook.  

This year we are focusing on the new houses built in the parish 

over the last couple of years: 
Walk 1 (4 Aug) from St Andrew’s to Singleton Drive, Kersal Road 

Walk 2 (11 Aug) from St Pauls to Kersal Vale Road 

Walk 3 (18 Aug) from St Andrews to Lowther Road 

Walk 4 (25 Aug) from St Paul’s to Kersal Vale Road 
 

W–Worship God  A–Ask God  L–Listen to God  K–Get to know the Parish 
 
Seven Churches Walk: on Saturday 3 September there will be a walk that 

visits all seven churches in our new Prestwich and Kersal Mission 

Community, organised by Rev Steve Williams from St Gabriel's. Starting at 

8:30 am at St Paul’s it will travel from church to church ending at  St 

Gabriel's. You are welcome to join others from across the Mission 

Community for some or all of the walk. It will be a great opportunity to visit 

the churches and get to know some of our community  people.  



A poem by Revd Hilary:    

Where are you in all this? 

Can I find you on  ? 

Are your words on Twitter ? 

Will   tell me? 

If I  you 

Will explain? 

Is your profile on ? 

Are you a seller on  

Or a trader on ? 

Have you uploaded to  

Or will  show me? 

Perhaps I can stream you? 

Have you a website or e mail? 

Can I see you on ? 

Do I pay through ? 

Do you blog or tweet? 

Tell me 

Where are you in all this? 

#God 



On 4 and 5 June this year we celebrated the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee, commemorating 70 years of the reign of Queen Elizabeth 

11. We hope you enjoy these memories of the day. 

Jubilee party at St Andrew’s 

    

   

Joint Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration Breakfast at St Paul’s 

    

    



Pause for Prayer 

Take a moment to pray for those who need our prayers at this time, in our 

parish community and beyond: 

• The people of Ukraine, that peace and reconciliation may come 
• The people of the Horn of Africa, that rain may come and catastrophic 

famine be averted 

• The farmers in Africa, mainly women with young families, who we 

support through Send a Cow 
• The work of Christian Aid and Tear Fund, towards which we raise  

funds during the year 
• Our local care homes: Holt House, Broughton House, Heathlands 

• Those known to us who are frail or ill at this time: Lynne and Ian 
Whittle; Marjorie Smith; Stuart Smith; Keith Woods; Jean Latimer; 
Doreen and Gerry Minshull; Debbie Roberts; Flo Wharton, now 100! 

• Those who have had Covid and are recovering, and those who worry 
they may still catch it 

• All who work in the National Health Service and our care homes, at a 
time of great stress and pressure 

• Our schools of St Paul’s and Butterstile, that staff and pupils may have 
a restful break and return refreshed in September 

• Our friends, our neighbours and ourselves, that we may all know the 

love of God in our lives 

• Pray for Deborah Bithell, on placement with us recently, who has been 

accepted for ordination training in September. She thanks us for our 
support. Congratulations, Deborah! 

Bless us, O Father. Speak over us your steadfast love. Cover us with your 

protection. Provide only what we need. Accept our thanks and praise for the 

undeserved gifts you lavish on your people. Praise you for blessings seen and 

unseen. Praise you for salvation in Your Son. Amen.                                       

🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏 🙏  

Useful parish contacts: 

Revd Mike Dyson             Revd Hilary Shedlock     Anthea Darlington                

0161-792-1098                        07817651408                              0161-792-1780 

beardandsandals@hotmail.com   revhilaryshedlock@gmail.com       awdarlington@hotmail.co.uk  

Emergency prayer chain requests: contact Maureen 0161 792 4873  rober382@sky.com   

PCC matters: contact Janet Wood PCC Secretary 0161 792 4694 janetwood704@gmail.com  

Happy Holidays! 
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