
St Mary’s Church, Mildenhall –  Church Yard and Surrounding Area Trail 

Start at the top of St. Andrew’s Street, the Bell Hotel car park is on 
the right. Take care – traffic driving down the High Street. 

Why is it called St. Andrew’s Street? What is the Parish 
Church called? Lets find out. 

In front of you, notice old tiles on buildings and how some of these 
buildings have been re-fronted. Can you think why? 

From St. Andrews Street, Turn right 
into the High Street. The Bell Hotel 
is very old and builders of the Parish 
Church may have stayed there. 

Can you read the church dedication on the notice board heading? For centuries, people wrongly 
thought that the Church was St. Andrew’s, then in 1895, an ancient document was found to tell us of 
St. Mary’s. 

The East end of the Church is on your left across the road. Notice 
the stonework of the famous East window of the early 1300s 
and niches where statues once stood. What happened to them? 

Turn left across the zebra crossing into Church Walk. Please 
take care when crossing. The church yard metal railings were 
removed in the second world war to make weapons and tanks. 

Notice the patterned stonework. Some bricks are from an earlier 
church. Do you find flints in your garden? What are the split flints 
called? The river was important for transporting the grey stone for the 
building - where from? Why was it important for constructing corners? 

Coffins from West Row were 
brought across the fields and along 
Church Walk for the funeral service 
and burial before West Row had a 
church. 

Some gravestones have been 
moved against the wall. What 
names can you read? What dates? 

The Town Council look after the churchyard because there are no burials now. Notice where some 
areas are growing for wildlife. 
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Look Up! What time does the church 
clock say? Will it strike while you are 
here? Notice how the tower was 
built in stages. 
 
Can you see the flagpole and the 
radio mast at the top? The cockerel 
weather vane has been taken down 
and repaired. Keep an eye open for 
when it is refixed! 

 

 
Notice the stone patterns - tracery - of the widows. The high windows are called the clerestory and let 
in more light. 
 

Can you see two trees with red berries? What are they? One you 
use for Christmas decorating, beware the other one - Yew berries 
are poisonous. The Yew Tree provided wood for medieval longbows. 
The trees were protected by the fencing in the churchyard, animals 
would die if they ate any part of the Yew Tree. 

 

 

The Porch is very large, many ceremonies would take place in the 
porch. Can you see the room above the porch? Once this was a 
chapel and later a school room. 

The Cottage Rooms on your right were homes, once a mortuary, 
now church meeting rooms. 

 

 

The Bunbury Rooms in front of you 
were built by the Lord of the Manor 
as a school. Notice the bell turret. 
Find the date of the building. 

 

 

Turn Left to the Almshouses with the red doors. How many? Who 
built them? When? Why? 
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Look to your left at the great West door which is Victorian. The inner 
door in the porch dates from 1420 - come back when you can pass 
through it. Think of all the people who have gone before you! 

 
 
Look left at the ancient gravestones edging the path. Notice more yew trees. 
 

 

The Workhouse was housed in buildings to you right, past the 
almshouse. Next to the almshouses was the house of the master of 
the workhouse. 
 
The Cellarer’s House was the ancient white building you see next. 
The cellarer administered the Manor of Mildenhall on behalf of Bury 
Abbey until the monastery was closed by Henry VIII. Much money 
and goods were sent to the abbey.  Notice the plaque on the wall of 
the workhouse. Turn left. 

 
Look up, to the tower on your left. Notice the ‘windows’ with wooden slats called bell louvres. The 
vibration of the ringing bells would shatter glass. 
 

The South Aisle was built after the North Aisle which you have 
already seen. It is not as grand! Any ideas why?! Notice the stained 
glass windows which need light shining through to reveal the 
colours. 

 

 

The ‘Ruin’ in front of you was once part of a Carnary Chapel in which 
bones that had been dug up from the overflowing churchyard from 
the late 1300’s were laid to rest. In Victorian times, the remains of the 
real ruins were moved to be a ‘decoration’ in a neighbouring garden 
and the present edifice was constructed! In front of the ruin is a patch 
of grass managed for wildlife. 
 

The Market Place and Market Cross of 1412 are in front of you. 
Several fires destroyed thatched cottages in the town and burnt the 
thatched roof of the Parish Church chancel in the early 1500’s. The 
chancel repair with a flat roof, left the East window partly exposed to 
the elements for 300 years or so.  

 
 
Now you can cross over the zebra again. Hope you’ve enjoyed your little exploration. Thank you for 
taking part. Please come back to explore the inside of St. Mary’s Church when things are back to 
normal. 

 


