
  

          SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

 

 

 
 
The monthly magazine of the Emmanuel 
Benefice of Newsome and Armitage 
Bridge and South Crosland, Huddersfield  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

FREE: Please take me  home.      
 



 
FOCUS 

2 | P a g e  
 

September Church Services 

 
4 September   9.15am Holy Communion at South Crosland 

10.00am Morning Worship at Netherton Methodist Church 
10.30am Morning Worship at Berry Brow Methodist Church 

 
11 September   9.15am Morning Worship at Armitage Bridge 

10.00am Holy Communion at Netherton Methodist Church 
10.30am Morning Worship at Berry Brow Methodist Church 

 
18 September  9.15am Holy Communion at South Crosland 

10am at Morning Worship Netherton Methodist Church. 
10.30am Morning Worship Berry Brow Methodist Church 

 
25  September 9.15am Holy Communion at Armitage Bridge 

10.00am at Morning Worship Netherton Methodist Church 
10.30am Morning Worship at Berry Brow Methodist Church 

 
2  October 10am United service for Harvest.  Scout Hut in 

Newsome 
 

Mid Week Home Communion 
 
7 September 11 Sherwood Drive, Netherton 
14 September 14 Sherwood Drive, Netherton  
21 September 43 Delph Lane, Netherton 
28 September Netherleigh, Butternab Road, Beaumont Park. 
  
 
Every Wednesday at St Paul’s. 
915 Morning Worship, 30 minutes of worship and prayer. All welcome. 

 
Every Thursday at St Paul’s  
5.20 Christian Meditation. 30 minutes of Quiet Contemplation. All welcome. 
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Minister’s letter 

 
Dear friends 
 
For schools and Methodists September sees the start of a new year. 
When I was a teacher, I used to enjoy getting to know a new class of 
children and setting up the classroom with new and exciting displays.  
Growing up a Methodist I looked forward to the Circuit Rally, always 
on the first Monday in September, when new ministers were 
welcomed and we had a special guest preacher. 
 
It can be good to look back and remember events and times. Such 
memories remind us of good things that have happened in our lives 
and the many blessings God has, in different ways given us. They can 
be especially helpful when the times we live in are more uncertain. 
For many the cost of living is an increasing concern; issues over 
climate change remain challenging; wars continue to bring death and 
destruction; the news is filled with stories of how people ill treat each 
other.  It can be easy to despair at the world we live in. 
 
This of course is nothing new. Read the Book of Lamentations and 
you find the author lamenting over the state of the world they were 
in. All seems doom and gloom because the people have turned away 
from God and chickens are coming home to roost as it were. It is only 
five chapters long and right in the middle we find these familiar 
words: 
” The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never cease. 
Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning” ( 3: 
22- 23). The writer goes back to lamenting after this but It tells me 
that even in the middle of bad times, when things are not going well 
perhaps due to human actions, God is there and offers us all a new 
start, not just in September, but every morning. We just have to 
accept it. 
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This I believe is a marvellous message of hope. A message that tells us 
that because of the grace and mercy of God things can be different 
from the way they are, we can start afresh, we can make a difference. 
 
This is done when we serve God and one way of doing this is to serve 
each other. We can all serve and however we do it, it can make a 
difference. 
 
Perhaps you might like to look at this September as an opportunity to 
commit anew to serving God and neighbour.  The more who do the 
better the world might be. 
 
God Bless 
 
Tim 

 
Revd Tim Francis 

***** 
 
Are you, or someone you know in Netherton, needing low-cost 
accommodation?  
 
An Alms House unfurnished bed sit has become available in Netherton 
which is suitable for a single person/couple (sorry no children).  Must be 
able to live independently.   
 
The properties were left as a gift to the residents of Netherton in need of 
low-cost rental accommodation for people with limited financial means.   
 
If you feel you fit the criteria, please contact our secretary Gillian on 
01484 665777 or chair Martyn on 01484 666325 for an application form.   
 
Applications to be received by 30 September 2022. 
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Prayer guide           
of creation 

“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others”. Philippians 2 v 4 
 
The study notes from the Green Christian magazine has some positive 
notes which I hope that you will find helpful and encouraging, with 
some messages from around the world and from the UK: 
 
The Ashden Awards 2022 finalists have been announced. These are 
12 world-leading climate solutions that are tackling three of today’s 
biggest dangers – the energy crisis, food insecurity, and the 
challenges faced by refugees around the world. The finalists in the 
first three categories are: 
 
Ashden Award for Energising Refugee Livelihoods,  
Kakuma Ventures, Kenya – creating clean energy, internet 
connections and new jobs for refugee camp residents. 
Imece Initiative, Turkey – training refugee and migrant women for a 
future as solar engineers. 
 
Ashden Award for Energising Agriculture  
SokoFresh, Kenya – sustainable cold storage for smallholders, 
matched with help getting products to market. 
Collectives for Integrated Livelihood Initiatives (CINI), India – 
community-led production hubs in tribal areas. 
 
Ashden Award for Energy Access Skills,  
Zonful Energy, Zimbabwe – training in the solar sector for rural young 
people, through collaboration with colleges and NGOs. 
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Energy Generation, Togo – a ground-breaking training centre 
empowering entrepreneurs to create solutions for Africans by 
Africans, sparking opportunities for women. 
https://ashden.org/news/2022-ashden-award-finalists-announced/ 
 
The finalists in the other three categories in the Ashden Awards are: 
 
Ashden Award for Greening All Work,  
VECTAR Sets, Greater Manchester – helping the film and TV industry 
go green, with flat-pack film sets made from sustainable paper and 
cardboard. 
FarmEd, Oxfordshire – inspiring and educating for a greener farming 
future. 
 
Ashden Award for Low Carbon Skills,  
Low Carbon Academy, Greater Manchester – ambitious partnership 
from the North West Skills Academy, upgrading thousands of homes 
for a carbon neutral future. 
B4Box, Stockport – training disadvantaged people and creating warm, 
energy-efficient homes. 
 
Ashden Award for Energy Innovation,  
Connected Energy, Newcastle Upon Tyne – a new life for electric 
vehicle batteries. 
Renewable Parts, Argyll – refurbishing wind turbine parts, cutting 
waste and boosting the green economy. 
https://ashden.org/news/2022-ashden-award-finalists-announced/ 
 
Jeremy Plummer 

 

 

 

 

https://ashden.org/news/2022-ashden-award-finalists-announced/
https://ashden.org/news/2022-ashden-award-finalists-announced/
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CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY WORLDWIDE 

Urge us to pray for Pakistan, and other similar countries where forced 
marriages are still common, and where there is no freedom in 
education or in religious belief. 
Pooja Kumari was only 18 when she was shot and killed in March this 
year, by a man who broke into her home with two other men. They 
initially attempted to abduct her before shooting her. Reportedly he 
had previously asked her to marry him, and she had refused. Every 
year hundreds of Hindu girls, like Pooja, and Christian girls are 
abducted and forced into marriage with Muslim men. Many of them 
are minors.  
‘Such heart-rending incidents represent our collective failure and put 
our whole society to shame. No girl deserves to go through this.  ’– 

Shehbaz Sharif, currently Prime Minister (then Leader of the 
Opposition)  
Find out more at csw.org.uk/pakistan  
Sunday 
Pray for comfort and peace for Pooja’s family. Her attacker was 
arrested shortly afterwards, and reportedly confessed to the murder. 
Pray that justice will be done swiftly.  
Monday  
Pray that the government will take strong action to combat the issue 
of abductions, forced conversion and forced marriage, so that Pooja’s 
tragic murder will be the last ever case of violence against a girl from 
a religious minority.  
Tuesday 9 
A Muslim man said to be suffering from mental illness was killed by a 
mob in February, after he was accused of burning pages of the 
Qur’an. Pakistan’s blasphemy laws are often used against both 
Muslims and non- Muslims to settle personal scores or to resolve 
disputes over money, property or business. Pray that these laws 
would be amended or repealed.  
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Wednesday 10 
Thank God that the chapter on religious minorities has been 
reinstated in a key textbook in Pakistan’s curriculum - for years 
religious minorities have been written out of the country’s past, and 
schoolchildren have learned a distorted version of history. This is just 
one victory following our Faith and a Future campaign, which many of 
you took part in, campaigning for an end to religion-based 
discrimination in education.  
Thursday 11  
In 2019 the UK government informed one state that it would receive 
no further funding for education while its textbooks contained hate 
speech. This was another of our campaign calls - praise God that this 
issue is being taken seriously.  
Friday 12  
‘Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; love 
and faithfulness go before you. ’- Psalm 89:14. Pray that Pakistan’s 
government would be characterised by righteousness and justice.  
Saturday 13  
Father God, we know that your heart is broken by the injustices that 
led to Pooja Kumari’s death, and that you grieve with her family. We 
ask you to comfort them, that Pooja’s memory would be a blessing to 
them, and that her death will lead to lasting change. Amen.  
 

Jeremy Plummer 
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C 

 
Coffee Morning 
 
Holy Trinity Church holds a coffee morning on the second Saturday of 
each month at South Crosland Junior School, Moor Lane, Netherton.  
The next coffee morning will take place on Saturday 10 September at 
10.00am. 
 8 October 2022 
 12 November 2022 
 10 December 2022 
 14 January 2023 
 11 February 2023 
 11 March 2023 
 8 April 2023 
 13 May 2023 
 10 June 2023 



 
FOCUS 

12 | P a g e  
 

 

Café Church 

The Next Cafe church will be in October. If anyone has any ideas about 
topics, please let Pam or Carol know. 

Diary Dates 
 
 

18 September: Final date for copy for October Focus , 12 Noon. 
Items received after this time will probably miss the cut.  
 

 
Pop-up shop Saturday 24th September 2022 
 
There will be another pop-up shop at Newsome scout hut on 
Saturday 24th September 2022, 10am-2pm, in aid of Community Shop 
funds. There will be clothes, shoes, books, DVDs, bric-a-brac, picture 
frames, jigsaws, games etc on sale, all at bargain prices. Is it too early 
to mention Christmas shopping? The Explorer scouts will be providing 
bacon butties, cakes and tea & coffee again, which I know were very 
popular last time! 
 
Come and grab your bargains and enjoy some fellowship over 
delicious refreshments! See you there, hopefully. 

 
Caroline Jones 
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Community Cards For The Welcome Centre 
 
The sale of Community Cards in our churches is an important source 
of income for The Welcome Centre in Huddersfield. 
All proceeds help people in real need by providing food parcels, 
essential everyday items and starter packs when moving into new 
accommodation. 
 
At present our wonderful teams of “card-makers” are short of 
resources  
i.e. used cards which can be re-cycled into new cards for sale. 
Any cards which you, or your family or friends have received on any 
occasion would be gratefully accepted. 
Just cut off the personal greeting, leaving about one inch (1”) of the 
back of the card to enable our “makers” to trim the edges so it can be 
mounted on new card and to fit the envelope. 
Old cards can be given to any member of our congregation, left at 
church or the LEP Charity Shop in Newsome. Also St. Pauls in 
Armitage Bridge on any Wednesday morning when a cup of tea or 
coffee, with a biscuit is always available.  
All donations of cards and help is gratefully received, or, if you would 
like to join a team of card-makers please ask for details. 
Thank you to all who purchase the cards and support this important 
local charity. 
 
Cath Day 
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Shoebox appeal 2022 
 

The Christmas shoebox appeal 
coordinated by T4U (Teams for You) will 
be going ahead as normal in November 
2022. Preparatory work, lead by Judith 
Powell, is already happening at St James’ 
church, Meltham Mills. I know many of 
you have contributed to this appeal for 
many years and are keen to get involved 
again. 

 
So, how can you help? You could fill a shoebox for a child. I have 
access to plenty of shoeboxes already covered in Christmas wrapping 
paper, so if you need any to get started, give me a shout. I also have a 
stock of leaflets with the label to put on the shoebox lid, which I will 
take to our churches. You could also contribute items (“fillers“) for 
the packing team at St James’ to put in shoeboxes.  
 
What to put in your box or provide as fillers (examples) 
Practical supplies 
Toothbrush and toothpaste 
Hairbrush/comb 
Facecloth and soap 
Stationery/pens/pencils/paper 
Gloves/hats/scarves 
Craft Pack 
Sewing Kit. 
A few small gifts 
A soft toy 
A doll 
Ball 
Game or puzzle 
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Bubbles 
Musical instrument i.e. harmonica/recorder 
St James’ church will be open 7-25 November for us to deliver your 
boxes, so I would be grateful if you could get them to me by Sunday 
6th November. I can collect them from church or just let me know if 
you want me to collect from your house.  
If you don’t feel you can fill a shoebox but would still like to help, you 
could pay £15 for someone else to fill a shoebox on your behalf or 
pay £3 to help with the ever-increasing transport costs.  
Last year, T4U sent over 66,000 shoeboxes to various countries in 
Eastern Europe, a record amount, which was extraordinary 
considering the Covid circumstances. This year there are fresh 
challenges to overcome, including the situation in the Ukraine, but 
we are hoping to break this record and bring “love in a shoebox” to 
even more needy children. 
More details can be found on the website:  https://teams4u.com/ 
This tells you all about the shoebox appeal: Shoebox Appeal 2022 - 
Teams4u 
 
Many thanks for your continued support of this appeal. 
 
Caroline Jones 

 

 
Cleaning and clearing at South Crosland 
 
On Friday 5th August, a small team of volunteers made a fantastic 
start at clearing out some cupboards and cleaning the church 
thoroughly. We found some interesting gems, such as Lent house 
group lists in the music/resources cupboard from over 30 years ago 
(why??) and a few pictures in the vestry which were sticking to the 
damp walls. Not always a pleasant job, and there are still areas to be 

https://teams4u.com/
https://teams4u.com/shoebox-appeal-2022/
https://teams4u.com/shoebox-appeal-2022/
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tackled, but we’ve left it a lot better than when we started! We made 
a huge pile of rubbish which filled 2 carloads for the tip. More 
importantly, we now know what we have in the music/resources 
cupboard and can start using it to enrich our worship.  
 
Many thanks go to Pam Kent, David Kent, Helen Pearson, Janet 
Parkins, Anita Coldwell, Paul Coldwell and Keith Greenhalgh who 
worked tirelessly on the day and helped make our church look even 
more beautiful. 

Caroline Jones 
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Armitage Bridge Ringers 

  
Holy Trinity Church, Holmfirth 
 
A few months before the covid crisis we were asked to help the 
teaching of two ladies from New Mill, which we duly did using our 
bells at Armitage Bridge and Almondbury. Having progressed the girls 
onto handling a bell and ringing rounds successfully on their own, 
lockdown showed its face and like everyone else in the country our 
activities drew to an abrupt halt. I must admit I did not expect to see 
either one again once we were able to start ringing, but the 
enthusiasm had not diminished and sure enough they turned up to 
practice as soon as was possible. 
 
In the ensuing months it was mentioned that both Cath and Margriet 
lived in Holmfirth and wanted to start the bells ringing again. So 
began in June of 2022 a programme of bell maintenance, cleaning the 
framework and ringing the bells. While this was underway a box of 
old “The Ringing World”(official journal of The Central Council of 
Church Bell Ringers) was found and we came across an article dated 
4th February 1977, in which Holy Trinity featured on the front page. I 
won’t reproduce the full tale but this piece is of interest to us :- 
“After WW2 difficulty was experienced in reforming the ringing team 
and the bells were silent for a number of years. In 1968/9 an attempt 
was made to revive ringing, but this met with some opposition from 
local residents and once more the bells fell silent. 
In May 1976 as part of the Quincentennial Celebrations of the parish, 
the bells were rung by members of The Halifax Archdeaconry Guild. 
This revived interest and a new band of novices was assembled, the 
ringing chamber redecorated, the bell frame scraped and painted, 
and an unspecified quantity of dirt removed – all by voluntary effort! 
The PCC supported the effort and provided a much-needed set of 
new ropes. Under the skilful and patient guidance of John M Spencer,  
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a ringer of Kirkheaton, the novice band is developing into a team of 
ringers and is now able to ring for service with some competence, 
their first service ringing for Christmas Day services. In addition to the 
tremendous help and encouragement received from Mr Spencer the 
ringers are indebted to the tower captains of Kirkheaton, Almondbury 
and Meltham for allowing members of the team to practice with their 
bands.” 
Nearly 50 years on history is repeating itself almost exactly. John 
Spencer is still an active ringer being a much-valued member of our 
Wednesday practice night. Mary Dixon (deceased) would also have 
been involved at that time and went on to assist and join the new 
band of ringers at Armitage Bridge after the fire.  
And this morning we have also removed an unspecified amount of 
debris 
 
Alan and Lorraine.99 
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Eco Matters 
 
 

Climate Change. 
Climate Change? 

Climate, Change!! 
 
Whichever way you say it, the wall of hot (almost 40C) air which engulfed 
me as I walked round to my neighbour’s house during the exceptionally hot 
spell which we experienced recently, made me think even more about our 
current situation. 
 
Last week we went to Norfolk to visit my sister, who lives on the Broads. I 
thought our countryside was looking parched, but it’s nothing compared to 
theirs. The hedgerows are looking brown, leaves are dried out and crinkly 
and the crops are being harvested so early, as they are dried out. Each ear of 
corn that we examined looked pathetically small, to our untrained eyes. 
 
Watching the Norfolk equivalent of ‘Look North’, I was horrified by the 
number of fires which had been attended by the Fire Brigade in Norfolk and 
Suffolk; scenes of devastation to crops, wooded areas and homes was most 
upsetting. 
 
Since we went to Norfolk, Huddersfield has been lucky to receive several 
showers of rain, bringing a little life and colour back to our surroundings, but 
I fear this will have little effect on our water stocks, particularly as the 
forecast is currently for a prolonged hot, dry spell. 
This all sounds like doom and gloom, which I don’t find helpful. 
 
As an individual and as a member of Armitage Bridge Church I have to think 
what I, and we, can do to help.  
At our recent PCC meeting, I asked Bruce (he who diligently takes care of 
Armitage Bridge’s finances and has absolute control of the central heating 
thermostat) whether he has considered turning the thermostat down by a 
degree in church. Unsurprisingly, he informed me that he has already done 
this and will continue by reducing by another degree. We all like to feel a 
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comfortable temperature in church, but I believe that for environmental and 
economic reasons we all need to find ways to cope with lower temperatures 
both in church and at home. 
 
As in most homes with more than one inhabitant, during colder weather, 
someone turns the thermostat down as they pass, then someone else, 
silently, tweaks it up. ( I realise that I am taking so much for granted. So 
many households, this winter, will not be able to afford to run their heating, 
even with government subsidies. The choice between heating and eating will 
be very real for many people.) 
Returning to the Climate Change topic, I can’t quantify the difference we 
could make if each household and public building in the country reduced its 
thermostat by 1C, but we don’t need a science degree to know that it must 
be beneficial to our pockets and the environment to do so. 
 
So, how can we maintain our comfort at these lower temperatures? 
Here are a few suggestions  

• Thick socks, two pairs of socks and/ or warm slippers 

• A sleeveless jumper or a waistcoat 

• An extra layer, be it vest, jumper, scarf or cardigan 

• Having a blanket available to pop round your shoulders or over your 
knees 

 
These may seem pretty obvious but maybe I’m just touting for business, as 
many of these items are readily available at The Together shop in Newsome. 
At Armitage Bridge we already have a Bronze Eco Award and are working 
towards Silver and, ultimately, Gold. To progress we need to make 
improvements to what we do at church, but we also need our congregation 
to be more aware and make changes to our individual lifestyles 
Can you take on the 1C challenge? 
Can you suggest other challenges for us to try? 
Our water situation this year and the record temperatures which we have 
recently experienced, together with the expected gas price hikes, cannot be 
ignored. 

 

Helen Hales 
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A message from Debby  
 
From September 1 - October 4 is called the season of Creationtide, and it 
is a chance for Christians to focus on everything God has made and how 
good it is. We are reminded that we are stewards of creation, 
responsible to God for looking after it and not just consumers or 
spectators. The last week (and a bit), from September 25 - October 4, are 
called the Big Green Week and I am going to be leading a Big Green 
Communion Service at St Paul’s Armitage Bridge on September 25th at 
our usual time of 9.15am. It will be for Green people of all ages. 
 
Please do come. It will be a celebration of progress we have made 
with EcoChurch, and a chance to pledge ourselves to care for the planet 
now and in the future. Here are some things to bring with you: 
1. If you took away an acorn, a conker, a beech, or sycamore nut from 
our Environment Service 2 years ago and succeeded in growing it into a 
tree, please bring a photo or picture of the little tree saying where it is 
now. 
2. If you live with pets or any kind of wild animals, bring a photo or 
picture or them and be prepared to say something about how you care 
for them. 
3. Paint an animal that is dying out because of climate change or loss of 
habitat onto a stone that you can hold in your hand and bring it to the 
service 
4.Find “Ten Pledges” and decide on a pledge you want to make yourself. 
Encourage your family to make pledges too. Go to Anglican Diocese of 
Leeds / Ministry and Mission / Environment / Lifestyles and then you will 
find both the adult and junior version of Ten Pledges 
 
Hoping to see you in September!! 
 
Peace and all good 
 
Debby 
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September 2022 Readings and prayers 
 

 
Sunday 4th September – 12th Sunday after Trinity – Philemon 1-21 
and Luke 14: 25-33 
Prayer for the Day  
 
Sunday 11th September – 13th Sunday after Trinity – 1 Timothy1: 12-
17 and Luke 15: 1-10 
 
Sunday 18th September – 14th Sunday after Trinity – 1 Timothy2: 1-7 
and Luke 16: 1-13 
 
 
Sunday 25th September – 15th Sunday after Trinity – 1 Timothy 6: 6-
19 and Luke 16: 19-end 
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CONTACTS 
 
Webpage:  www.theemmanuelteam.org.uk 
This magazine may be read in full colour on our webpage! 

 

Ministers and Readers 
 
Rector and Area Dean:   Revd  Julie Anderson  962184 

julie_anderson51@yahoo.co.uk 
42 Beaumont Park Road, Huddersfield,HD4 5JS 

 
Assistant Clergy:  Revd David Kent  324049 
    

Revd Debby Plummer 07762236986 
    
Lay Reader  Jeremy Plummer 667661 
 
Churchwardens 
 
Newsome:  June Richardson  665537 
 
Armitage Bridge: Pamela Thomas  359270 
    

Tony Crawshaw                07738068557 
 
South Crosland:  Allan Greaves  662659 
    

Paul Coldwell  340180 
 
Webpage and Magazine Contact   
 
Rena Souten  rsouten@gmail.com 

 

 
                   THE EMMANUEL BENEFICE HUDDERSFIELD                                                      
“Offering love and service to our communities in Christ’s name.” 
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