
Opening Prayer 
In moving from summer sun to autumn glow, 
Spirit of change, give us hope and courage. 
In letting go of what we have known,
Spirit of change, give us hope and courage. 
In the shifting patterns of our lives,
Spirit of change, give us hope and courage. 
In embarking on new ventures,
Spirit of change, give us hope and courage. 
In the anxious confusion of our times,
Spirit of change, give us hope and courage. 
In the hope of renewal and a better tomorrow,
Spirit of change, give us hope and courage. Amen
Adapted from ‘Spirit of change’ by Jan Berry in ‘Autumn: Liturgical resources’, 
ionabooks.com. Illustration: Brother Martin Erspamer OSB, Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.

Philemon 1-21
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and 
co-worker, 2 to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the church in your 
house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 When I 
remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5 because I hear of your love for all 
the saints and your faith towards the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the sharing of your faith may 
become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7 I have 
indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 8 For this reason, though I am bold 
enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on 
the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ 
Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during 
my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to 
you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep 
him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment 
for the gospel; 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your 
good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he 
was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back for ever, 16 no longer 
as a slave but as more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much 
more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me your partner, 
welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you 
anything, charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will 
repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have 
this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your 
obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.
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Psalm 1
1    Blessed are they who have not walked

in the counsel of the wicked,  
nor lingered in the way of sinners,

nor sat in the assembly of the scornful.
2    Their delight is in the law of the Lord  

and they meditate on his law day and night.
3    Like a tree planted by streams of water

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither,  
whatever they do, it shall prosper.

4    As for the wicked, it is not so with them;  
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5    Therefore the wicked shall not be able to stand in the judgement,  
nor the sinner in the congregation of the righteous.

6    For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked shall perish. Amen

Luke 14:25-33
25 Now large crowds were travelling with him; and he turned and said to them, 
26 ‘Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does 
not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 
whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, “This 
fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” 31 Or what king, going out to wage 
war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with 
ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If 
he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for 
the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do 
not give up all your possessions.

Prayers

God bless to us our bread
and give bread to all those who are hungry
and hunger for justice to those who are fed
God bless to us our bread.

With the Anglican Communion: The Anglican Church of Australia, Archbishop Geoffrey 
Smith, Primate.  In our deanery: Langcliffe St John the Evangelist, Revd Stephen Dawson. 
Our diocesan clergy conference meeting this coming week in Liverpool.
Our charity: British Red Cross: Pakistan Flood Appeal. 
Our community: Those supporting local foodbanks, organisers and volunteers, and. those using 
them at this time. Those in ill health: Robert Hird, Joan Robson, George Greenbank, Peter 
Read, Eileen Plumridge. Those who have died: Vesta Walton.
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https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/pakistan-floods-appeal?c_name=Pakistan%20Floods%20Appeal&c_source=Homepage%20Promo%20Box&c_medium=Internal&c_creative=Donate%20Landing_Pakistan%20floods%20homepage%20promo%20&c_code=175149&adg=BRC%20Site


O God, you search me, 
and you know me 

All my thoughts lie open to your gaze 
When I walk or lie down 

you are before me, 
Ever the maker and keeper  

of my days 

You know my resting and my rising 
You discern my purpose from afar; 

And with love everlasting 
you besiege me: 

In every moment of life or death,  
you are. 

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord 
You have known its meaning 

through and through. 
You are with me beyond  

my understanding; 
God of my present, 

my past and future, too. 

Although your Spirit is upon me 
Still I search for shelter  

from your light. 
There is nowhere on Earth  

I can escape you: 
Even the darkness  

is radiant in your sight. 

For you created me and shaped me 
Gave me life within  
my mother's womb. 

For the wonder of who I am,  
I praise you, 

Safe in your hands,  
all creation is made new. 

Bernadette Farrell © 1994. Performed by St Mary's 
Cathedral Choir, Glasgow from Coming To Our 

Senses, 1997
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Collect
God of constant mercy,

who sent your Son to save us:
remind us of your goodness,
increase your grace within us,

that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Post Communion Prayer
God of all mercy,

in this eucharist you have set aside our 
sins and given us your healing:

grant that we who are made whole in 
Christ may bring that healing to this 

broken world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen

Blessing
God the Holy Trinity make you strong in 
faith and love, defend you on every side, 
and guide you in truth and peace; and 

the blessing of God almighty, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you 

now and remain with you always.  
Amen

MUSIC IN TODAY’S SERVICES 
Sunday 4th September

9:30 Eldroth Holy Communion;
11:00 Clapham Holy Communion

Opening Hymn: 285 For the beauty of 
the earth

Gradual Music: O God, You Search Me 
and You Know Me (see right)

Hymn Before Communion: 294 Just as I 
am, without one plea

Closing Hymn: 298 May the grace of 
Christ our Saviour
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CHURCH SERVICES THIS AUTUMN…
Sunday 11th September

9:30 Austwick Holy Communion; 11.00 Keasden Holy Communion
Sunday 18th September

9:30 Austwick Holy Communion; 11:00 Clapham Harvest Festival; 
6:30 Eldroth Evening Prayer

Sunday 25th September
9:30 Austwick Holy Communion; 7.00 Keasden Harvest Festival;

Sunday 2nd October
9.30 Eldroth Harvest Festival; 11:00 Clapham Holy Communion

Sunday 9th October
9.30 Austwick Harvest Festival; 11.00 Keasden Holy Communion

Sunday 16th October
9:30 Austwick Holy Communion; 11:00 Clapham Holy Communion; 

6:30 Eldroth Evening Prayer
Sunday 23rd October

9:30 Austwick Holy Communion; 7:00 Keasden ‘Saints, Sausages and Sparklers’
Sunday 30th October

10:30 Austwick Messy Church; 7:00 Clapham New Inn Church in the Pub
Sunday 6th November

9:30 Eldroth Holy Communion; 11:00 Clapham Holy Communion; 
6.30 Austwick All Souls Service 

Sunday 13th November
9:30 Austwick Remembrance Service; 10:45 Clapham Remembrance Service; 

2:00 Keasden Remembrance Service

Also each Wednesday from 14 September:
10.30 Austwick Holy Communion (NB no service on 7 September)

BENEFICE MORNING: PUTTING THE FUN INTO FUNDRAISING
Saturday 10 September, St James Church Clapham, 10.00-12.30.

Rural churches are finding ways to thrive. Despite the challenges of being charitable 
organisations in hard times and religious organisations in a secular society, people still 

hold our parish churches in high regard and see them as having a role to play in local life. 
Through the coming months we will be holding a series of meetings for people from all 

our churches to discuss practical ways we can help our churches thrive.
Our first session on Sat 10 Sept, St James Church Clapham, 10.00-12.30, is on 

stewardship and fundraising. Please come - your voice is important.
We’ll be drawing on the Diocese of Leeds Building a Generous Church programme: please 

see the introduction at vimeo.com/video/508336539; or ask me for details. Revd John

COME TO OUR HARVEST SUPPERS…
Saturday 17 September Clapham Village Hall

Saturday 24 September Keasden (Venue TBC)
Monday 3 October Eldroth Parish Hall
Sunday 9 October Austwick Parish Hall

https://player.vimeo.com/video/508336539

