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Issue 57 August 2022 

 Quarterly 

St Mary’s Church, Ware Community News & Views 

Looking into the future? 

Something we can’t do, certainly, so why should I begin there? As we grow older 
there is a feeling that the future might have caught up with us – and it isn’t quite 
what we thought in the far-off days of our youth. We look round at our friends, and 
our church congregation, and wonder where all today’s young people are…… 

Around us, certainly, the world is changing; in our much-loved historic towns there 
are new developments, as (in some places) the “old” (or 1970s) things are swept 
away in favour of more flats or waterside shops and restaurants. Even in Ware there 
is a firm proposal to move the Library away from its ancient listed-building home to a 
venue where all will be able to access the amenities. We will learn, as we always do, 
to change our habits (anyone remember when Tesco was across the High Street? Or 
that Amwell End once had a cinema?). The queues outside the artisan bagel shop in 
Amwell End show that some changes are definitely very popular! 

So, we can’t see what is going to happen next. We can try, by planning 
(next summer’s holiday booked yet?) and by wishing, but we can’t be 
sure, and perhaps we shouldn’t be. The beautiful serendipity of a 
surprise visit, an unexpected job offer or a meeting with an old friend – 
these can’t be foreseen, however much they are appreciated when 

they occur. 

How much more surprising, then, when the serendipity or surprise is going to change 
your whole life! We have seen this in the lives of those who are called by God into 
ministry: Ann Voss recently celebrated 25 years in ordained ministry (and many of us 
remember a time when she was teaching locally); Katy Little has grown into her own 
vocation and is now a lively and busy deacon in Hitchin; and we have been delighted 
to welcome Jake to Ware as a deacon within hours of his ordination! I’m sure that 
few of our beloved ministers and pastors grew up with “being a vicar” as their stated 
ambition……and yet God can bring about the change in our hearts, the word in our 
inner ear, which points us gently towards the great adventure of serving as Christ 
served.  

 
Inside this Quarterly –Lots of celebration with pictures of Katy and Jake at their ordination in 
July; Tony and an unexpectedly moving concert; update on the Nave redecoration; 
Oberammergau visit; Next issue is November – material to Bonnie by 15 October please!  



2 

 

Ysmena’s letter    

 

We are gathering material for this edition of Quarterly as 
we also come to the end of the school year. That affects 
us all in rather different ways – but there are some shared 
themes. In school it feels like we have had a more normal 
end of the school year than the last two. This year trips 
and treats and school services have taken place almost as 

“normal.” Not quite – we didn’t walk the school children down to church in all that 
heat, so the services were in school instead. But otherwise – more or less normal. 
But even though the year has ended more normally, it has been quite a disrupted 
and difficult year with ongoing covid infections, and also the knock-on effect of two 
very disrupted years. Some of the ongoing impact may cause challenges, some of it 
has led to new and good things.  
The same is true for us in church – this church and probably most other churches 
too. We approach this summer in a more “normal” way. We have celebrated Jake 
and Katy’s ordination in much the way we would have expected to. We will welcome 
a placement student in the summer who, unlike David Holland and Katy, will have a 
much more “normal” experience of training with us and on her course. We have had 
concerts, fairs, Community Lunches and (assuming the weather is kind – I am writing 
before the 24th July) the return of the church BBQ! The servers have taken up their 
roles again, we have brought back the chalice for those who want it, and the choir 
(when not on holiday) process as normal to mark the beginning and end of worship. 
And we are planning ahead at pace. Some things though are easier to plan for – and 
hope for – than others.  
Amongst the challenges now is how we best offer ministry and worship with our 
children and families. One simple thing will be to 
increase our provision of Children’s Church.  
And the one big sticking point there is leaders. We do 
have 3 and one who supports when not needed 
elsewhere. THANK YOU to Jackie, Daphne, Marina and 
Moira for all your work. We now need some more folk 
to join them. We’re currently offering once a month. Twice would be much more 

effective. To do that ideally we need four more people. That 
way any one volunteer only needs be on duty once a month. 
You work in teams of two and we use paid-for resources that 
can supply all the ideas and templates you need. Please have a 
think – so that we can begin the new term in September even 
more normally! 
 

And in the meantime, whether or not school 
holidays mean holiday time, make the most of the change of 
rhythm August offers and a have a good summer.  
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The Nave redecoration - STOP PRESS! 
 

Ysmena thanks everyone whose prompt and generous response to the urgent appeal 
has enabled the first few parts of the process to be completed quickly. 
After a meeting with contractors on the 26th July we can say: 
We expect the works to begin on Monday 5th September and continue through into 
early December. Sunday services (and some weekend events) will continue as usual – 
under scaffolding of course; weekday services and events will move into the 
Hall/Choir Vestry. The church will be closed to visitors during the week.  
Much more detailed information will be available very soon. Please be patient – this 
is a big project so things will change as we go.  
We will need to come up with some creative ways to make space for engagement 
and prayer from the outside, and we need to keep up the fundraising push – all 
ideas/activity welcome.  

So, see below! 
 
 

The Bible – uninterrupted!  Stop Press 

There’s going to be a 72 hour, non-stop, Marathon 
Bible Read – and it will be sponsored, aiming to 
raise £10,000 towards the redecoration of the Nave.  
We’ll start at Genesis, and end – as you might 
expect – at Revelation, without stopping. 
EVERYONE can be involved – sponsors, readers (near and far), listeners (we’ll 
need some of those!), possibly tea and coffee makers………Watch this space 
and all the usual places; there will be more details shortly.  

And 
 

Film Show at St Mary's Church 

On Wednesday 7th September, during the 
afternoon, it is planned to show some films made 
by local award-winning film maker John Astin.   
Refreshments will be 
available. 

 

The films include the Choir’s visit to Lincoln Cathedral in 2001, 
and the U3A walk along the River Lea to the Olympic site in 
2012.  Other films to be decided. 
In order to help us estimate numbers, please indicate on the list at the back of the 
church and encourage your friends to attend. 
All profits will go to the redecoration of the nave. 

Celia Higson  
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Synod – not just a talking shop! 
 

Looking at things that matter in the church and in our world. 
 

At its last meeting in June, Diocesan Synod approved a diocesan environmental policy, to 

guide our efforts towards carbon net zero. The policy is supported by the work of our 
diocesan environment officer Rachel Johnston, and the DAC (the Advisory Committee for 
buildings and grounds).  
The last meeting was largely business, so also included updates and safeguarding, the 
diocesan finances, and all the Annual Reports! 
Diocesan Synod meets 3 times a year; amongst other things, the meeting in March agreed a 
diocesan policy on race and racial diversity, seeking to support all our work towards greater 
diversity and inclusion, and against the racism that is still often present in our communities 
and churches.  
There is more information about Diocesan Synod, and the papers and reports from 
meetings can be read, on the diocesan website.  
 

Deanery Synod meets about three times a year – sometimes four. We are part of 

Hertford and Ware Deanery. We last met on Thursday 7th July. The main item at that 
meeting was a talk from Lorraine Newman, Churchwarden at Widford and local lead for 
Waterways Chaplaincy in this area. Lorraine gave us a little bit of history of the chaplaincy to 
those who visit, live on, and work on our inland waterways.  
It is a national ministry that began here in St Albans Diocese.  
We brought some flyers away for you to look at, and there is a 
website: www.waterwayschaplaincy.org.uk  
 
Also at this Synod meeting, we heard updates on our key areas of work as a deanery. We 
are building some small groups to share wisdom and offer support in things to do with:  
Social Justice 
The Environment 
Ministry in new housing areas 
Fresh expressions of church  
Parish Share view  
If you would like to join any of those conversations, talk to one of our Synod members: Tim 
Crowther, Mike West, Roti Tunis, Phyllis Ballam, or Ysmena.  
 

 

Thanks!  It was great to see the Mayor, Rishi 

Fernando, at our church café before one of the 

concerts. We owe Ware Town Council a big 

thank you for their generous grant towards our 

bike rack, as we (and the town of Ware) strive 

towards reducing our carbon output. Paul is a 

keen user of the bike rack as he is a very 

dedicated cyclist!   

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.waterwayschaplaincy.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cdabd474872ab4aa8fc2e08da674f7c68%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637935888329917047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=llCskCEc5ZxkF%2Bo5i1gGv9SkChyPQIrUnkVN1kuTj24%3D&reserved=0
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A Concert by the Corinthian Chamber Orchestra  Tony Dodds 

I had the privilege to attend a concert by this leading amateur orchestra entitled a ‘Night 

of Concerti’ in the Elizabeth Hall, part of the South Bank/Royal Festival Hall complex, on 

Thursday 30 June. Our own St Mary’s ‘resident 

Violist’, Paul Hickman, was playing, in what he 

described as ‘the best orchestra I’ve played with’.  

 The concert consisted of three works: 

• Lutoslawski: Concerto for orchestra 

• Rachmaninov: Rhapsody on a Theme by 

Paganini 

• Bartok; Concerto for Orchestra 

I have to admit that the music of Bartok and, 

especially, Lutoslawski are on the borders of my musical comfort zone, and Rachmaninov is 

not my favourite composer. This performance of all three was, however, magnificent, and I 

came out hugely uplifted by the experience.  

A word in French translating our English ‘to attend’ is ‘assister a’, and it also has the 

meaning ‘to participate in’. Especially at this concert that word seemed to be especially 

appropriate: while my musical ability does not allow me to participate as a player in such 

performances, I really felt that ‘I participated’ in this event as a member of the audience. 

We so often hear, since the COVID lockdowns, during which orchestras had to perform 

without audiences, how players rejoice at having live audiences again. In that sense, I felt I 

fully ‘assisted’, in this performance and benefitted from the experience! 

There was in some ways a special poignancy about this programme, as all three composers, 

in different ways, suffered from the impact on their musical careers of restrictions arising 

from the authoritarianism of either Nazi or Soviet Russian dictatorships in the 20th century, 

and now again the cultural life of Ukraine is under threat from a new Russian dictatorship. 

The music, as I am sure current Ukrainian music does today, showed both the artistic 

struggle against and its eventual inevitable triumph over such dark forces.  

We are so lucky at St Mary’s to have as friends such talented musicians as Paul, who both 

play to us and also give of their time to organise our access to other musical performances!  

I can only urge everyone interested in such experiences to take any opportunity on offer to 

attend (to ‘assist in’) future concerts in which Paul is playing, here at home or elsewhere! 

You will not be disappointed! 

Thank you, Paul.   
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Continuing news from Montgomery Heights - Extracts from Fiona’s newsletter 

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power 
that is at work in us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus…” Ephesians 3v20 

Dear Friends,  

I’m sorry it has been so long since I have sent a news letter…. I really don’t know where this year has 
gone; it seems to be flying past. 

In April I returned from a break in the U.K. It was amazing to finally be able to visit and see family and 
friends after so long. I came back feeling physically and emotionally refreshed despite some change of 
plans due to my Mum having a nasty fall while I was over and fracturing her humerus. My Mum’s 
health is really not good but it was great to at least spend some time physically present with her. 

Three weeks ago, we received a new 5 week old baby boy called Nyasha Shumba, which translated 
means Grace Lion. We hope he will grow up to be a mighty man of God who will demonstrate the 
grace of God in his life. He is a very sweet little cub! 

Last week was hectic and exciting, preparing for Hannah and Josephat’s wedding. It is the first 
wedding at Montgomery Heights of one of our children who has grown up here. 

It has been such a joy to see Hannah and Josephat wanting to really enter a Godly marriage covenant 
and do it the Jesus way! They have honoured all the cultural requirements, in terms of bride price 
being paid, Roora day (sort of a traditional wedding day) and had a legal register office wedding, but 
only came together as man and wife after the church ceremony this past weekend.  

We had 200+ at the wedding and it was a real joy. Everyone was involved in the wedding preparations 
so that decorating the church, doing the flowers, preparing the food and onsite security was all 
covered. Lesley was wedding planner and pastor along with all her other hats! 

 Hannah and Josephat have set an example that we hope many of our other children will follow…… 
although not too soon as we need time to recover from this one!!! 

Things in Zimbabwe are not going well. Inflation has hit 131% this week. It means prices are constantly 
rising and many are finding it hard to survive. The teachers are talking about striking again just when 
we thought schools were settling down. It is easy to feel “here we go again” as we have seen this sort 
of rapid decline happen so many times before.  

On the school front, two of our boys who did O levels last year did well despite the Covid problems and 
have gone on to start A levels. Our 3rd O level student, who did not do so well, is now doing retakes 
and is doing well having moved to a different school.  

In ten days’ time Lesley is going on leave to the U.K. It is 3 years since she has had time away, so it is a 
much needed break. Please pray she will have a really refreshing time, and for Danniel, Bridget and 
myself that we will have all the wisdom we need to lead our team in her absence. 

Thank you for all your ongoing interest and support.  God bless you.  

 Fiona        

 fiona.bunford@gmail.com  

[The newsletter pinned up in church has pictures relating to Fiona’s news] 

 

mailto:fiona.bunford@gmail.com
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40 Years - 
Montgomery Heights 
Zimbabwe Children’s 
Foundation! 
 
 

Montgomery Heights is proud to have reached its 40th birthday and would like to invite you to 
join us by celebrating your own fundraising achievements, and your commitment in time and 
prayer by ‘Coming Together’ with friends and family. 

 
The journey began in 1982, and MHZCF continues to raise orphaned 

and vulnerable children in the Christian hope that their lives will 
be healed and restored; that they will be ‘light and life bearers’ to 
the nation. We believe that Montgomery Heights is a ‘city set on 
a hill’, and with your incredible support, the team continue to 
achieve wonderful successes in Jesus’ Name, turning trauma into 

triumph! But there is more... 
 

Let’s plan – you can help! 
    We know you’re great hosts, so whether it’s a bbq, gin 

tasting, kids summer sports day, cinema or quiz night, whatever 
your creative minds can unleash, invite your friends or even 
your street along with a donation. Please share our MHZCF 
website, and some information from the newsletters.  

 
     Your plans really do help us plan for 

the futures of our children, the facilities, and wrap-around family 
care. Thank you! 
         
  

 

For further information: 
Please visit our website: https://www.montgomeryheights.org 
Email us: montgomeryheightszcf@gmail.com 
If you prefer not to handle cash, you can set up your own fundraising page through JustGiving 

at: https://www.justgiving.com/montgomery-heights and click on ‘Fundraise’ to set up your 

own event.  

PS from the editor – St Mary’s church Summer Barbecue was a fundraiser for Montgomery Heights and was a 

very successful event, raising an all-time high for a BBQ of £430  (no room for pictures though!) 

  

https://www.montgomeryheights.org/
mailto:montgomeryheightszcf@gmail.com
https://www.justgiving.com/montgomery-heights
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“One More Step along the Way” – a celebration of Katy and Jake’s 
ordination, mostly in pictures 
And apologies if you sent me pictures and they don’t appear here – I am very grateful for all the photos 
 

When we said Goodbye to Katy, and Alice too, in June, there was 
cake…..there’s always cake at St Mary’s! And there were presents, 
and cards, and a little bit of 
“speechifying” including some 
beautiful and moving words from 
Graham; and Ysmena said a bit, 
too. Here are a couple of pictures 
to remind you: Left, cake! 
And Right, Ysmena saying a few 
words 

 
    

 
Then, at the beginning of July, a busload of people caught a coach to St Albans to be present at Katy’s 
ordination, and Jake’s as well. We have a few pictures to give you an idea of the amazing atmosphere 
and the absolute joyfulness of everyone present. 
 
[Right to left below] In procession at the beginning of the service, then straight after the ordination, Katy 
with Alice (George just behind); and Jake with a glimpse of maritime supporters – some of them had 
travelled from Hull to be with him. 
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Missions to Seafarers and other maritime connections  
arrived to say their farewells and to support Jake (above);  
the bear in the surplice (right) is Herbert! 
 
And now Jake has well and truly arrived at St Mary’s: below, with the servers just before the 10.00am 
service on his first Sunday; after evensong, and with Ysmena 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A very proud Mum! Below, 
Jake with Becca in front of the altar 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new “camino” to Walsingham 
 

On Friday 16 September, a group of pilgrims will be walking, via Ware, 
to Walsingham Shrine in Norfolk on the newly-inaugurated route. 
We hope to join them for some of their walk, from Waltham Abbey to 
Ware for an evening reception. This might be just a mile or two – or 
much more! There might be a chance of walking onwards towards 
Bishops Stortford on the Saturday too. 
We’ll have more detail of the route very soon and there will be a sign-
up in church.  
Help with the reception would also be welcome! 
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St Mary’s Arts 
Making the most of spring and summer 

 
It’s been a joy to hold concerts throughout the spring and 
summer this year, in contrast to 2021 when of course we 
were locked down until June. And the 2nd May concert by 
the Ambrose String Quartet was such a joyous occasion, 
with the main work being Dvorak’s rousing “American” 
quartet.  
 
The Ambrose String Quartet (above left) soak up the applause 

 

On the 19th we heard a cello recital by Benjamin Carnell. Benjamin, who is yet to go to music college, 
gave an excellent performance and we were pleased to offer a platform for such promising talent.  
 
On Saturday 28th May, varying our content away from the purely classical, we again hosted Thursday’s 
Band, the Cajun to folk group, and John Meed, a singer-composer whose songs are full of witty social 
observation.  

Then on Saturday 4th of June we were proud to have been 
selected as a venue for the 
Hertfordshire Festival of 

Music, featuring young soloists Emma Halnan and Jack Hancher in 
“Fantasies & Dances for Flute and Guitar”.  
      Emma and Jack (right) 
 

Our June concert on Jubilee Bank 
Holiday Monday saw us welcome 
back the ever-popular Barbara 
Manning for a recital cleverly themed with reference to the Queen’s life.  
Left, Barbara Manning celebrates on the piano 
 
 

Then on 16th June, the Icknield Piano Trio returned for their 
performance of the magnificent trio by Tchaikovsky, which had been 
cancelled back in January for medical reasons. This glorious work took 
up the entire concert time, with its many moods shown in the final 
variations.  

 
Our trial Sunday afternoon concert, a vocal recital by Richard Prince on 26th June was popular with 
those seeking to enjoy afternoon tea.  
 
Then on 4th July we were delighted to welcome pupils from Presdales School, who had not been able 
to appear during the COVID period. And we were very impressed by the high standard of their playing.  
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Those lucky enough to attend the evening 
concert on Saturday 16th July heard an 
outstanding violin recital by Vicky Jolliffe 
accompanied by Paul Guinery. Vicky 
played works by British composers from 
Handel to Elgar, including the world 
première of a piece by eight-year-old 
prodigy Apollo Premadasa.  

Vicky and Paul round off their recital 
Watch this space during redecoration 
We’re happy that donations from our concerts have been a factor in making possible the much-needed 
redecoration of the church interior. How this may affect our programme is yet to be seen. Please 
watch out for details in the pew sheet, on posters and on our website https://arts.stmarysware.co.uk . 
From the website you can sign on for email reminders of each concert. Or just give your email address 
to Mark and Paul.  
 

Many thanks to all who assist with our concerts, and to you, our loyal audience. Organising and 
publicising them is no small task, and if you feel the effort is worthwhile, we’d welcome your help. If 
you would like to contribute, please have a word with either Mark or Paul. Or email us at 
arts@stmarysware.co.uk  
 

 
“Beautiful and useful” – and blessed 

In the last issue of the Quarterly we looked at the revival of the St Mary’s banners (in the Lady Chapel), 
and the new frontal on the Lady Chapel altar. We are lucky to have so many skilled needleworkers 
among our congregation and friends. Now, be amazed again! 

The pictures below and over the page celebrate liturgical embroidery for stoles, which are worn by 
deacons and priests as part of their vestments. We noticed at the ordination service how many 
different themes and decorations make stoles 
personal and individual, reflecting both spiritual 
and seasonal themes. 

 

 

 

Marion spent time with Katy designing and 
embroidering Katy’s “ordination” stole, which you 
can see in the photo (right), side by side with one 
created by Ysmena’s mum, who is another stitching 
genius.  

 

https://arts.stmarysware.co.uk/
mailto:arts@stmarysware.co.uk
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These photos show the blessing (by the former Archdeacon of St Albans Jonathan Smith, who preached 
to welcome Jake to St Mary’s) of Jake’s stoles, many and splendid (below), and another newly-created 
Pat Pentelow stole, beautiful in shades of green to mark Creation and “ordinary time”. 

Jake comes with a wide range of beautiful themed 
stoles, also blessed by the 
former 
Archdeacon  

 

 

 

 

 

School visit to St Mary’s 

In the spring, a group of students from Pinewood School visited St Mary’s, to learn about the day-to-
day business of “running the church” and help in practical ways, such as dusting and polishing. We 
were very grateful for their visit! And they also enjoyed the practical help they were able to give, as 
their accounts show:  

We went to St Mary’s church to help the people who work there. We met Katy (a vicar in training) 

and Mike who is a Church Warden. They talked about what they do like holding services, and 

concerts, and it’s open for everyone to pray in peace. 

We split into two groups, one went with Katy to polish the brass and one with Mike to dust the pillars. 

Some people tidied up the vestry. You may ask me “how do you polish brass?”, well my fellow reader I 

used a cloth and Brasso. I apply polish to the cloth and polish the brass part. We polished the railings 

and the wand, and a brass jug that looked quite ancient and a pure brass cross. 

My group went with Mike to dust the pillars. We used brooms and dust pans to dust the pillars – my 

group made a lot of mess on the pews and the floor in the process. After that we collected the dust and 

the fallen paint into the dustbin. 

Before we left, we made our prayers for Ukraine and the atrocities going on there; we wrote our prayers 

on strips of yellow paper that represents a sunflower and it symbolises the national flower of Ukraine. 

As for me, I wrote “I hope all the best for Ukraine and Russia. There will always be a light at the end of 

the tunnel. I hope you’ll escape the hands of tyranny and everyone will have their freedom. Our Lord, 

Jesus and the Holy Spirit will always be on our side, Amen.” 

Katy and Mike said thank you to all of us for helping them, and Miss Alferi was so proud of us on 

the way back to school. 

As Ysmena reminded us, to be able to keep church open and accept school visits is just one of the 
things which brings us closer to our community after the long difficult lockdown/semi lockdown times.  
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The Oberammergau Passion Play. 

A group of friends returned to Southern Germany in July to watch this marvellous spectacle 
again. We were not disappointed. The people of this Bavarian village once again recreated the 
story of Holy Week. 

The five hour drama retelling these events was very moving, with a huge cast, choir and 
orchestra. 

Oberammergau is itself a beautiful village in 
the Bavarian Alps. It has many highly 
decorated houses.  

        Right, a town square 

Below, “Pilate’s house” 

 

In the play season, it is bustling with people of many 
nationalities. The townsfolk, as well as taking part in the 
play, open their cafés and restaurants to feed the audience 
during the interval. 

This is a very special play. It all started with a vow. In 1633, 
the plague was raging in Europe. The people of 
Oberammergau sought refuge in prayer. They vowed: “If 

the dying stops, every ten years we will stage the “play of the passion, death and resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” And, in fact, no one died of the plague from that day on. Since then, 
the people of Oberammergau have been performing the Passion of Jesus Christ every ten 
years. 

           Right, the Last Supper 

For two hundred years, the play was performed in the 
cemetery near the church. However, in the 19th century 
when more and more people started coming from all 
over the world to see the play, it was moved to the 

place where the Passion Theatre stands today (below, 
left).  

 

Due to the pandemic, the performance had to be 
postponed from 2020 to 2022. 

Mark  Kirby  
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“Space” on Thursday  
 

Mat, Marion & Marina are starting a regular Thursday evening group for sharing our faith in 
different ways.  
 
The idea is there will be something happening each week from 8-9pm. A time of prayer and 
reflection, bible study and discussion and time to share a meal.  
 

Week 1 - Space service (A quiet evening reflection with 
space for listening to scripture, silence, prayer, and music) 
Week 2 - Bible study 
Week 3 - Lectio Divina (reflective bible reading) 
Week 4 - Bible Study 
Week 5 - when there is one - food and drink, bring and 
share supper  
 

The idea is there is something on every week and it will be based around a theme, e.g. “joy” or 
“how do we live sustainably?” or a book of the bible. So you can come every week, or just the 
ones you prefer/ can make it to. Each week works as a standalone but sits within a theme.  
 
We will start on 1 Sep, which means our first month has five weeks - so we’ll finish with a 
meal.  
We’ll see how it evolves… 
 
From the middle of August Mat, Marion and Marina can be contacted to find out more, either 
in church or by emailing Marina on marinabuswell@yahoo.co.uk  

 

 
Wednesday Morning Lectio Divina     
 
For the last 4 years we have offered a weekly Lectio Divina (shared reflective bible reading) in Lent. 

From September Lectio Divina will be offered monthly on Wednesday 
mornings, on the first Wednesday of the month, at 9:50am for about 
45mins.  
The autumn dates will be 7th September, 5th October, 2nd November, 7th 
December.  
All welcome, no experience or special knowledge needed.  

 
Study groups? 
 
Watch this space too for details of other study opportunities. We need to be reading and thinking, 
gathering together and extending our understanding so that we can continue as faithful disciples and 
apostles in the world.  

mailto:marinabuswell@yahoo.co.uk
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HAVE YOU ANY SPARE WOOL? 
 
About 14 members of St Mary’s, and Ware and Hertford 
Guide Trefoil Guild, knit squares and small garments which 
are sent as blankets and woollens to places where there is 

need all over the world. 
 
I have now come to the end of donated wool and should be 
grateful for any, however little, that you can let me have for the 
St Mary’s and Trefoil Guild knitters. 
 
Zara 01920 420642.          Email: Pat.kimber@ntlworld.com 

 

A note from Ysmena 

 

From September we will be joined by ordinand Beverly Hanshaw. Bev will be training on a 
three year part time programme with the Eastern Region Ministry 
Course. Her home Church is St Mary’s Cheshunt, where her husband is 
vicar. In due course you will meet and hear from her. Bev brings all 
sorts of experiences and enthusiasms and will be a lovely member of 
our team as she trains for ordained ministry.  
 
 

 

What’s on (not an exhaustive list – 

do keep looking out for any additional 

events). Concerts may be postponed or 
rearranged to fit round the redecoration 

of the nave. 

 

August 

Mon 1 12.30 Lunchtime concert: Bush 
Hill Park recorder consort 

Wed 3  11.00am Eucharist  

Sun 7  8.00am Eucharist; 10.00am 

Eucharist  
Wed 10 11.00am Eucharist 

Sun 14 8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist 

 2.00pm Baptism 
Mon 15 12.30pm Community lunch  
Wed 17 11.00am Eucharist 

 

 

Thu 18 12.30 Lunchtime concert: Paul 
Guinery, piano, playing pieces 
from his latest CD 

Sun 21 8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist 

Wed 24 11.00am Eucharist 

Sun 28 8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist 

 2.00pm baptism 
 

September 

Thu 1 8.00pm “Space” for reflection 
Sat 3 2.00pm Wedding  
Sun 4 8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist  
 *12.30pm lunchtime concert: 

Claudia Aiello, piano (brought 
forward from Monday 5th) 

Mon 5 Nave work begins 
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                        16 

Mon 5  2.00pm Board Games café 
 7.30pm PCC meeting 
Wed 7 9.50 Lectio Divina 

11.00am Eucharist 
Thu 8 8.00pm “Space” for Bible Study 
Sat 10 Heritage weekend Bike ‘n Hike, 

round churches in the Diocese 
Sun 11 8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist  
Wed 14 11.00am Eucharist  
Thu 15 12.30pm Lunchtime concert: 

Icknield Piano Trio, tbc 
 8.00pm “Space” for Lectio Divina 
Fri 16 The “Walsingham Camino” 

comes to Ware – walk from 
Waltham Abbey to Ware, 
everyone’s invited for some or 
all of this; reception at St Mary’s 
for walkers, evening 

Sat 17 Beds and Herts Historic Churches 
visit St Mary’s 

Sun 18 8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist 
Mon 19 12.30pm Community Lunch  
Wed 21 11.00am Eucharist 
Thu 22 8.00pm “Space” for Bible Study 
Sun 25 8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist: 

Harvest Festival, followed by 
Harvest Lunch 

Wed 28 11.00am Eucharist  
Thu 29 “Space” to bring and share  
 

October 
 

Sun 2 8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist 
 6.30pm Choral Evensong at 

which we say goodbye to Peter 
Smith 

Mon 3 12.30 Lunchtime concert: tbc 
 2.00pm Board Games café  
Wed 5 9.50 Lectio Divina 

11.00am Eucharist  
Sun 9  8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist 
Wed 12 11.00am Eucharist  
Sun 16 8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist 
Mon 17 12.30pm Community Lunch 
Wed 19 11.00am Eucharist  
Thu 20 12.30pm Lunchtime concert, tbc 
Sun 23 8.00 &.10.00am Eucharist 

Wed 26 11.00am Eucharist 
Sun 30 All Saints Day services:  
Sun 30  8.00 & 10.00am Eucharist (and 

the clocks go back - so be alert!) 
 6.30pm Evening service 

(evensong tbc) followed by 
Event for All Saints in aid of 
Montgomery Heights 

 

Get in touch… 
 

Vicar: The Rev Ysmena Pentelow   
Tel: 01920 319236 

e-mail: vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 

Curate: The Rev Jake Pass 
Tel: 
e-mail: curate@stmarysware.co.uk 
 

Quarterly editorial:  rsc_west@hotmail.com   

Churchwardens: 
Roger Hawkins 01920 463608 
Tim Crowther  01920 461912 
Matt Whitbourn 07426 862898 
Parish safeguarding officer:  
Carol Taylor tel: 07786 741310 

Director of Music: Peter Smith 

Bell Ringing, Tower Captain:   

Mike Franklin Tel: 01920 466622 

Friends of St Marys:  Mike West  
 Tel: 01920 461541       e-mail: 
wests52trinity@btinternet.com        & 
mikewest52@hotmail.com 
 

Usual services at St Mary’s (most services 
are in church, but please check for any 
distant or streamed alterations) 

Sunday: 8.00am Eucharist  

10.00am Eucharist   
[6.30pm Choral evensong once a month 

(as announced)] 

Wednesday: 11.00am Eucharist 
Monday – Thursday:  

9.15am Morning Prayer (usually also on 
facebook) 

5.00pm Evening Prayer 
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