
Have you ever thought about what it is God wants you to do with 
your life? This is a question that the 32 ordinands one of them 
our own Lucy Green ordained by Bishop Stephen yesterday in 
Christ Church Cathedral would have asked themselves many 
times. What do you want me to do, tell me because I need to 
know? It is a question that recurs throughout our lives and when 
our circumstances change. What do you want of me? 
 
There is a wonderful message that popped up on my computer 
whilst writing this sermon. From God, well you be the judge of 
that! 
It goes like this 
‘Updates Available – do you want to install the updates now or try 
tonight’?’  
Updates available! now or possibly after prayer tonight. Thank 
you God. my message though today to you is to install those 
updates every day, work at them and then go and do something 
about them. We are always being changed by God and by others 
its just taking note of where God is in those changes. He sends us 
out every day, it is our great commission. 
We can never know the importance of the small things we do 
every day that make a difference to others wherever you are 
whether at work, at meetings, at leisure, in school, at a meal with 
others or at rest there is always something worth doing or saying 
for God.  
The ordinands stood before the Bishop as he spoke to them about 
what it is they were being sent out to do. It is God’s loving 
purpose for them as it is for us. So listen to the declarations that 
speak to all of us whether ordained or not. 
Deacons are called to work with the bishop and the priests with 
whom they serve as heralds of Christ’s kingdom. They are to 
proclaim the gospel in word and deed, as agents of God’s 
purposes of love. They are to serve the community in which they 
are set, bringing to the Church the needs and hopes of all the 
people. They are to work with their fellow members in searching 
out the poor and weak, the sick and lonely and those who are 
oppressed and powerless, reaching into the forgotten corners of 
the world, that the love of God may be made visible. 

For the newly ordained and for each of us God gives a 
commission to go out into the world whatever our circumstances 
wherever we find ourselves and to minister to our neighbour with 
the love of God. So go do it! 
Rev. Canon Chris Bull our Associate Archdeacon gave the address 
at the service yesterday. His message was just this. Stand up, 
speak up and Shut up. You can catch his sermon again on 
livestream if you would like to hear the full version. 
Stand up and be counted as Christians in a world that is largely 
sceptical, Speak up whenever you have the courage and 
opportunity. And shut up for God needs no power hungry people 
he just needs you to speak of his love as best you know how. On 
the golf course, in the gym, in the workplace, in the fields along 
the paths on a walk, you can do this. 
In today’s readings we hear of ordinary folk who stood up and 
spoke up, then quietly carried on. 
The servant girl taken by the Aramaean army sorts out leprosy 
and her master’s pride is swept away by other servants who say 
if he’d asked you to do something difficult you would have done it 
wouldn’t you.  
St. Paul says it like it is – Bear each other’s burdens, don’t boast 
of all you know and do already, you don’t have to be circumcised 
to join this happy band of followers, no- one should be proud of 
status the only thing to be proud of is the power of the cross of 
Christ. 
14May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I 
to the world. In other words Get rid of self and all else will follow. 
72 went out with simple instructions on how to do Gods will and 
share his powerful message of love. How will you do this.  
For Lucy Hosea 6 is an important passage and I hope this 
morning she watched the sun rising on her first day as priest for 
God and his people and that she felt blessed.  
What does God want you to do for him today?  Updates available 
– do you want to install the updates now or try tonight!?  
Feel blessed yourselves in all you do today in God’s world. 
 
Amen 
 


