
ASBY MATTERS

Well, we have had a busy month. It started with
walks to watch beacons on the hill and a fabulous
village street party to celebrate the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee and then went on to tree blessings,
weddings, photography competitions and cream
teas. And the month then ended with a temporary
new look for St Peters.

We hope that whatever you have been doing this
last month, it has been enjoyable. If you have faced
anything more challenging, our thoughts are with
you. We hope the sun will shine brightly in your
world, in more ways than one, as the summer
continues.

Thank you to everyone who supported church by
eating cream teas at the Patronal Festival. You
helped us raise over £200 for church funds. We
hope you enjoyed the cakes.

The Reverend Clive Hicks led a special service in the
village during the Platinum Juilee weekend, to bless
the tree which has been planted on Bus Shelter
Green, by the Parish Council. The Jubilee Tree was
planted as part of the Queen's Green Canopy. We
hope it will be a tree that is enjoyed by many, for
many years to come.
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Asby PCC Updates
The ladies from Mothers Union had an enjoyable
trip to the Alms Houses in Appleby last month. It
was interesting to hear all about the history of these
important buildings in the town, and to learn that
the little chapel still holds a service on a Tuesday
morning every week. The chapel is also open for
visitors on most days. As we enjoyed tea and
biscuits in the gardens at the end of the visit, we
reflected on women from the past who might not
have been quite so happy or relaxed as they sat
around this place. 

We hope you all had an enjoyable time at the
Jubilee street party. If you have any good
photographs from the weekend, it would be lovely
to share them. I hope to pull together a small
photobook that we could sell to raise funds for
church (and the Lychgate repairs), so if you have
any particularly nice ones from any part of the
Jubilee weekend, please do send them over to
karen_royle@hotmail.com. And, if you happen to be
missing a dish, tray or serving spoon, also contact
Karen, as she still seems to have a collection of
unclaimed items.



Travellers All
 

The annual Horse Fair breaks into our settled habits, and, for a few days, our life-style is
challenged. Mrs. Thatcher’s ‘property owning democracy’ is presented with a way of life which
doesn’t depend on being a householder with mortgage or rent to keep us in one spot. But I’m
immediately in danger of romanticising the modern Gypsies’ roaming existence. I say this
because I was struck by the sight of an old Gypsy ‘bow-top’, not rattling along the streets of
Appleby, but on a trailer behind the family car and brought to this annual celebration of the
wandering way of life. That simple wagon, though no longer used, was a treasured
possession, and brought with it memories of times past.

Clearly, the owners were proud to belong to the centuries’ old tradition of not being tied
down to one spot with all the obligations which limit the ‘settled’ citizen’s freedom. But that
‘bow-top’ on a trailer? Reluctant to admit that the winding road was, in fact, no longer their
way of life, but still keen to hang on to the tradition and their Gypsy-Roma identity.
I find myself wondering how much baggage I trail along in my own life, stuff which I’m
reluctant to discard, but which, in fact, has now little to do with the way I live. I fancy religion
can be much like that. What I tell myself I still believe no longer has, in practice, much
influence over how I live. So, I’d be sorry to see the church close, of course, but what goes on
in it or is connected with it, doesn’t really engage me any more … certainly doesn’t make much
difference to my life.

I don’t like uncertainty and risk; but one of the lessons of the bible is that uncertainty and risk
are unavoidable. Has my faith become rather like an old ‘bow-top’ on a trailer, just nostalgia,
or is it still being used in the journey of my life? In the bible, we read that Abram was the
father of the Jewish nation, and it was while he was comfortably living with his family in Haran
that God said to him: “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the
land that I will show you”. Abram did as he was told, and the rest, as we say, is history. God’s
call to risk moving on in life comes to each one of us. 

Rev’d Roger Collinson

Health and Happiness in Coventry
People in Coventry and the Midlands will soon be enjoying plenty of new ideas and initiatives to
support their health, well-being and spirituality, as our Rector, Clive Hicks, is about to move into

a new role, building healthy churches. It may be a sad time for us, as Clives moves on to
pastures a new, but we wish him well and plenty of happiness in his new job. 

 
Over the last few years, we have enjoyed Clive's creative and new approaches to many aspects

of our church life, especially during lockdown, when he actively promoted wider church
connections by holding benefice wide, virtual church services, with beautiful soundtracks and
powerpoint imagery; something we very much appreciated as we took our first daunting steps

into the world of Zoom. 
 

Clive has also actively promoted a vision of community and outreach, and even if you haven't
had the opportunity to meet him in church, you will no doubt have seen him on one of the

many occasions when he has joined us for village events, singing carols with us around the tree
at Christmas, enjoying coffee and cakes at the various events we've had in church and even

playing a starring role in our virtual nativity during the pandemic (still available on You Tube, if
you missed it!!)
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July and August Church Services
St Peter's Church
July
Sunday 3rd, 6:30pm: Holy Communion: Clive Hicks
Wednesday 6th, 7:30pm: Fellowship, The Hollies
Sunday 10th, 11:00am:  United Service at St Peter's: Tony Dent 
Sunday 17th, 6:30pm: Evening Prayer: John Bevan
Wednesday 20th, 7:30pm: Fellowship, The Hollies 
Sunday 24th, 11:00am: Anniversary Service at Asby Bridge Chapel: John Sewell
Sunday 31st, 11:00am: Asby Bridge Chapel: Nicholas Watson
Also: 
Thursday 28th, 12pm: Diners at The Three Greyhounds 
August
Sunday 7th, 6:30pm: Holy Communion: (tbc)
Sunday 14th, 11:00am: United Service at Asby Bridge Chapel
Sunday 21st, 3:00pm: Service in a Wood: David Wood 
Sunday 28th, 11:00am: Morning Prayer: Pat Bevan 
Also:  
Thursday 25th, 12pm: Diners at The Three Greyhounds 

Asby Bridge Chapel
July
Sunday 3rd, 11:00am: Tony and Patricia Higton
Sunday 17th, 11:00am: Donald Marston
Sunday 24th, 11:00am: John Sewell Chapel Ann, Offering for Open Doors
Sunday 31st, 11:00am: Nicholas Watson
August
Sunday 7th, 11:00am: Tony and Patricia Higton including Communion
Sunday 14th, 11:00am: Wesley Brewer
Sunday 21st, 11:00am: Donald Marston
Sunday 28th, 11:00am: Matthew Fawcett

Other services
July
All at 7.30pm in the Baptist Chapel.
Wednesday 6th: Bible Study
Wednesday 13th: Prayer meeting 
Wednesday 27th: Bible Study 
August
All at 7.30pm in the Baptist Chapel.
Wednesday 3rd: Prayer meeting
Wednesday 10th: Bible Study 
Wednesday 17th: Prayer meeting
Wednesday 24th: Bible Study
Wednesday 31st: Prayer meeting

All are warmly invited to all these Services.
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July
Saturday 2nd: 10am-12 noon: Asby Endowed School: Flexi Schooling Open Morning
Thursday 7th: 8pm, The Three Greyhounds: Asby Book Club
(Book: 'Waykenhyrst' by Michelle Paver)
Tuesday 12th: 3pm, Village Hall: Asby WI's Flower Arranging with Irene Nelson
Wednesday 20th: 2pm, Addingham: Asby History Group Visit to Church and Walk
(Meet at Bus Shelter at 1.10pm) 
Saturday 23rd: 7:30pm, Asby Village Hall: Great Asby Cinema: 'OFF THE RAILS' 
Thursday 28th: 12 noon, The Three Greyhounds: 'Diners' 
(Tell pub in advance - 2 courses: £7.50) 

August
Saturday 6th: 3pm, Marble Mill Barn: Asby Tree Group Summer Social & BBQ
Tuesday 9th: 3pm, Asby Hall Mews: Asby WI's Summer Yard Party - Jacob's Join
Thursday 25th: 12 noon, The Three Greyhounds: 'Diners' 
(Tell pub in advance - 2 courses: £7.50)

*See below or the Asby Parish Website for more info about these events*

 

What's happening in the village in July and August?



Great Asby Remote Cinema
We have another fabulous film coming up for you on the 

23rd July
Come and enjoy

OFF THE RAILS (2021) 
(cert 15) 

 
Celebrate the summer with this joyous adventure of three 50-somethings

(Sally Philips, Jenny Seagrove, and Kelly Preston) reviving the
European InterRail trip of their youth!

  
Pizza's available from the pub, as usual.
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 Asby History Group: Visit to Addingham
Visit to St Michael and All Angels Church and Walk to Long Meg & Her Daughters

Wednesday 20th July: 2pm (meet at 1:10pm)
 

At Addingham, we will learn more about the story of Saxon crosses and Viking hog-back tombstones to be
found in and around the church, as well as hearing about the loss of the village in the 14th century, caused
by a change in the course of the Eden. From the church, we’ll embark on a circular walk of less than three
miles to visit the stone circle known as ‘Long Meg and Her Daughters’. Our walk-leader, Bruce Bennison
(former field archaeologist and museum curator, latterly Head of Libraries and Cultural Policy for Cumbria)
will place this monument – the third largest stone-circle in the country – in its wider landscape context in
order to increase our understanding of it.

Details:
All Welcome: Members Free, Non-Members: £5
Meet at bus-shelter in Great Asby around 1.10pm to sort out car-sharing. The total length of the outing will be
approximately two hours. There may be cattle in fields, so it is strongly recommended that no dogs should be
taken on the walk. The terrain is gentle but if the weather is wet, there may be places where the footpath becomes
slippy. For those unable to undertake the walk, you can park at Addingham before driving to park at ‘Long Meg’
to await the arrival of the walkers. 

Asby Tree Group: Summer Social & BBQ
Saturday 6th August, 3pm, Marble Mill Barn

We are planning a summer get together for all members of the Asby Tree Group and others
in the parish who wish to support us.  It will be held in the garden and orchard at Marble Mill
Barn. You will also be welcome to wander around the field and down to the wood. You might
also like to try out our rope bridge to cross to the ‘island’ which is surrounded by Asby Beck

and the old mill leat, which may date as far back as the 14th Century!
Details:
There will be a BBQ selling burgers and sausages with any profit going to group funds, although this isn’t
being run as a fund-raising event in the way that the Christmas party was. 
We hope everyone will bring additional food to share such as salads, pastas, cakes etc... a little like the
Jubilee street party. Please also bring your own drinks. 
We will provide paper plates, cutlery and a number of good quality plastic glasses, but if you have your
own, you might wish to bring them along to use – every little helps.
There will be music, and we will have various games such as field darts, croquet, boule etc. All being well,
there may also be a prize raffle.
We can move indoors in case of inclement weather or we will have some fire pits if it just gets a little cool. 
The notional finish will be 8 pm, but who knows.



Asby Endowed School to offer flexi-schooling!
 

Asby Endowed School, nestled in the heart of the Eden valley, is set to offer a new type of 
schooling where children can work part of the week at school and part at home. It will become 
one of only two schools in the local area offering a “Flexi-school” provision. For the current fulltime children,
and for any new pupils that would like to join us Monday to Friday, we will continue to provide a complete,
broad and balanced curriculum. The timetable for the children currently at our school will remain
completely unchanged. 

 
What is Flexi-schooling? 

 
Flexi-schooling is a new and innovative approach to education whereby a child is registered at school but
attends only part time. For the rest of the week, they are home educated under the supervision of their
parents or guardians. Our school acknowledges that every child, and family, is different. As such, the
headteacher will assess the conditions and practicalities of flexi-schooling on a case-by-case basis,
ensuring that once agreed, flexi-schooling works for everyone – particularly the child.  There are many
misconceptions about flexi-schooling. It is not part-time education. In fact, it is recognised as full-time
education but delivered in a hybrid format of both school attendance and elective Home Education. 

Who will benefit from Flexi-schooling? 

First and foremost, the child benefits from this model of education. Whilst at school, children have access
to experienced, specialist educators and enjoy access to a wide range of resources. Even though Asby
Endowed School is a small school, we are proud of our outstanding lessons and benefit from an unusually
wide range of learning resources. Over the past year, we have been gorge scrambling, fell walking,
canoeing and rock climbing! At the same time, flexi-schooled children can also benefit from a nurturing
home-based curriculum, delivered by the people that know them best: their parents. As well as this,
families benefit from a more flexible approach to education. Flexi-schooling requires parents to work
closely with the school, which can only enrich the educational experience for the child. As a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, many parents have realised that flexi-schooling is the right approach for them and
their child. 

Why Asby Endowed School? 

Flexi-schooling is particularly well-adapted to small rural schools like Asby.  Michelle Clark, headteacher at
Asby says: “Because of its size, the school benefits from a family atmosphere and an excellent working
relationship with both children and families. This stands us in particularly good stead to adapt to the needs
of every child and family that joins the Asby Endowed School family”.

We are holding an open morning for prospective families on Saturday, 2nd July between 10am and 12pm.
Alternatively, for further information please contact Michelle Clark, Headteacher, Asby Endowed School on
017683 51154 or email head@asby.cumbria.sch.uk or visit www.asby.cumbria.sch.uk 
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Spot what's missing...!
You've perhaps heard it said that nothing ever changes in Asby. Well,
if you like watching 'The Repair Shop', this is one for you. If you've had
an eagle eye, you will have seen that one of our most photographed
landmarks has recently disappeared - but not for good! 

The Lychgate is classed as a listed building in it's own right and so we
have a responsibility to look after it.  As an important feature in the
village, we want to protect it, so it will be there for many years to
come.  Recent inspections have found a significant amount of rot in
the wood and so we have sent the whole lot off to be renovated. And
it looks like it might be a much bigger and more exciting project than
we expected. But once it is completed, we hope it will be once again
photographed by many, and enjoyed by many generations to come.
If anyone has any interesting facts, quotes, history or knowledge of Lychgates, do let
Emily know, as we might do a feature on them in a future edition of Asby Matters.

mailto:head@asby.cumbria.sch.uk
http://www.asby.cumbria.sch.uk/


Parish Amenities
Paper/Cans/Bottles and Plastics,
kerb side collection: 
Thursday 14th & 28th July
Thursday 11th & 25th August 

Recycling at Scalebeck: Glass,
cans, paper, card & clothing only (No
plastics or rubbish) 

Recycling at St Peters: Charitable
donations of Spectacles can be left
in the church

Green Waste Skip opposite
Village Hall: Only Household
garden waste, emptied monthly.
Please ensure the surrounding areas
are left tidy after use.

Wheelchair available on
temporary loan: contact John
Bevan, The Hollies, (017683) 53433 
or any PCC member. 

Asby Parish - Clergy and Church
Contact Details

The Rector. Rev. Clive Hicks 
(017683) 62436

Rev. Roger Collinson 
(017683) 52886

PCC Lay Chairman:
Peter Miller, Town Head House 

Tel: (017683) 51707
Church Diary Secretary 

Carole Cozens
Tel: 01539 623112

Asby PCC Secretary:
Karen Royle, Great Asby 

Tel: 07966 371044
St. Peter's Church Warden:

Vacant 
Methodist Minister:

Rev. Andrew Sterling 
(017683) 51244

R.C. Parish Priest 
Fr. Peter Houghton 

(017683) 51474
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Asby Parish Council - Your Parish Councillors

Jamie Goddard     Tel: 017683 51683  Email: jamiegoddard75@hotmail.com
Alister Horn     Tel: 017683 41388.    Email: alijjhorn@gmail.com
Bill Kerr     Tel: 07816 987806.    Email: billineden@gmail.com 
Dianne Maughan   Tel: 017683 51831.  Email: maughandianne@gmail.com
Garret Fitzpatrick     Tel: 017683 51951.    Email: fitzgkb@gmail.com
Parish Clerk: 
Joe Lambert     Tel: 07713 252 850.  Email: clerk@asbyparish.org.uk

Concerns? Email comment@asbyparish.org.uk or telephone above. 

'Asby Matters' is published by St. Peter's, PCC. 
Editor: Emily Rose Wilkinson  Email: erwilk@hotmail.co.uk

If anyone has news or photographs of events in the village, please do let me know. 
I would love to include a 'reflection' section from the previous month, so if you

capture a photograph of something in the village, why not sent it in for next month.
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HELPLINES
The Farm Community

Network: 
0845 367 9990

 
Child Line:

Counselling: 0800
1111

 
The Clergy: see page
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Samaritans: 

0845 790 9090
 

Child Concerns?
Contact Children's

Services (24 hrs) Tel:
0333 240 1727

 
'Silver Line': 0800 470
8090 (24 hrs) links the

elderly with local
services, help if

abused or neglected,
befriending if lonely. 

 
Police NON

emergency: 101  


