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ST SWITHUN OF WINCHESTER 

Parish YouTube channel 

www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCN0paoaceCqaL-
qT3cQ_a5LQ/videos    

Dr Diana Matthews 

St. Swithun's day if thou dost rain  

for forty days it will remain 

St. Swithun's day if thou be fair  

for forty days 'twill rain nae mare. 

On 15 July we remember St Swithun who was 

Bishop of Winchester 852-863 at a time when 

the city was the capital of the powerful Anglo-

Saxon Kingdom of Wessex. He was known as a 

very learned and holy priest with the ‘sweetest of dispositions’ and after becoming bish-

op he travelled around his diocese on foot, visiting parishes and encouraging incumbents 

to restore their churches or build new ones.  Legend says that he and King Alfred trav-

elled to Rome in the 850s.  At his death, he asked to be buried not in the fine old Minster 

(the precursor of the present Norman structure) but outside the north wall of the Cathe-

dral, and soon healing miracles were reported at his grave. (It is reported that the monks 

grew fed up with having to attend in procession when a miracle occurred because this 

often happened in the middle of the night!) However, in 971 his body was moved into the 

Old Minster and then into the huge new Norman Cathedral in 1093. A fine new shrine 

was built for him and thousands of pilgrims came to pray there before it was all demol-

ished in 1538 on the orders of King Henry VIII. 

We do not know how he gained his link with our summer weather but science bears it 

out, as the jet stream remains fairly stable from mid July until the end of August. So, keep 

an eye on 15 July…..     

PLEASE NOTE SUNDAY 3RD JULY (no 9am service at St Mark’s) 
11am joint parish service at All Saints Church, Downshire 
Square. This will be followed by a ‘bring and share’ lunch  
to say farewell to Steve Marsh and family.  All welcome. 

Last weekend saw the Petertide Ordination 

in which the Diocese of Oxford welcomed 

32 new Deacons, and 32 new priests, 

among this later group our own Romey 

Poston, who left us a year ago to serve her 

curacy in the Parishes of  Henley and 

Remenham.  Last year the Covid restrictions 

prevented us from sharing in Romey’s 

Ordination to the Deaconate, so we were 

determined to be with her in person this 

year for the service at Dorchester Abbey, 

and as she celebrated the Eucharist for the 

first time at St Mary’s Henley. 

Here is Romey receiving her Priesting Bible from Bishop Gavin (Bishop of Dorchester) 

moments after her ordination by Laying on of Hands.  Congratulations Romey! 

Watch out for more Ordination pictures next month following Steve’s Deaconing on 2nd July. 

A JOYFUL DAY 
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SEA SUNDAY—10TH JULY 2022 

Sunday 10th July is Sea Sunday—a day where we celebrate seafarers.  More than 90% of the world’s 

fuels and good are transported around the world thanks to seafarers. Without them the world econo-

my would grind to a halt. This would place businesses and millions of jobs around the world in jeopardy. Day and night for 

365 days per year, the Mission is on call providing help for seafarers in over 200 ports around the world. Celebrate seafar-

ers across the globe this July.  To find out more please visit—www.missiontoseafarers.org.  

PLATINUM JUBILEE THANKS 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee parish lunch on Sunday 5th June such 

a success. It was lovely to gather together to celebrate this special occasion. Thanks to all who brought in food to 

share, those who helped decorate the church and those who came along to celebrate and share lunch. 

CHRISTIAN AID UPDATE 

Thanks to the stalwart loyal efforts of  

our two available house to house  

collectors this year and some astonishingly generous dona-

tions from members of the congregation (including an 

online donation) a total of £776.48 has been raised for 

Christian Aid this year. Warm thanks to everyone involved.  

CHARITY NEWS 

New local charity ‘The Cow-

shed’ are in need of good 

quality clothing and other items to support individuals and 

families of all backgrounds in Berkshire, in a time of personal 

crisis.  Have a look at their website for further information. 

www.thecowshed.org 

121 weeks ago, on medical advice, we 

were obliged to withhold the common 

cup at communion. It was the first of 

many hardships and restrictions that we 

had to face.  The rules that govern our 

sharing of communion within the church 

of England say that Bread and wine must 

both be shared unless there are serious 

medical reasons not to. For the last two 

years, the existence of Covid-19 in the 

general population coupled with low 

levels of immunity and high numbers of 

serious cases was that persuasive 

reason.  Now, with vaccination rates high 

and serious cases low, we are finally able 

to share the common cup once again 

from this Sunday.  This is cause for 

celebration, but at the same time we 

recognise that it may take more time 

before individuals are ready to share in 

this way and that some may not wish to 

receive from the communal cup at all.  

Some of you have asked in recent weeks 

about the practice  of using individual 

shot glasses of wine, rather than a 

shared chalice.  Although this may be 

common in other denominations, we are 

not permitted to do so. The legal 

guidance issued to all Anglican Churches 

and clergy is that “it is contrary to 

[Cannon] law for individual cups to be 

used... even if such cups were to be 

individually consecrated by the 

president.”   

Following Jesus’s example, therefore, 

the chalice will be offered to all 

communicants, but it is an individual 

choice whether to drink or not.  

For a short period, until September, we 

will continue to pre-intinct wafers with 

the wine and offer the chalice. This is to 

allow people some time to think about 

their decision.  

It has always been the case that 

receiving communion “in one kind”, that 

is, just the bread, is considered a full and 

complete communion.  No-one (except 

the priest) is ever required to drink from 

the cup.  

Guidance for receiving communion 

• We still encourage you to sanitise 

your hands before receiving 

communion. 

• If you do not wish to receive in both 

kinds, you may receive only the 

bread. 

• Please do not intinct (dip) your wafer 

in the chalice as this carries an 

increased risk of contamination. 

• If you do not wish to receive the wine 

please simply return to your seat in 

the usual way. 

• We will continue to administer from 

a single standing point, however, at 

All Saints should you wish to engage 

in a few moments of personal 

devotion at this sacred moment, 

having received and consumed bread 

(and wine) you are invited to kneel 

and pray silently at the altar rail 

before returning to your seat.  

DRINK THIS CUP     Revd Jo Williams 



 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
We are saddened to inform 
you that Jim Wooldridge, 
husband of the late Margaret 
Wooldridge, passed away at 
the Royal Berkshire Hospital on 
Wednesday  15th June.  
May he rest in peace, and rise in glory. 
 

PRAYERS... 
Prayer request boxes can be found at 
the back of church and EVERY request 
that comes in is prayed for.  If your 
request is not for yourself, please 
check that the person for whom you 
are requesting prayer is happy for you 
to share information with us.  In public 
prayer only first names or initials will 
be used.  God, who knows all things, 
hears beyond the words we speak 
aloud to the intentions of our heart will 
not fail to listen.   

This month your prayers are asked for 
the peace of the world and the people 
of Ukraine.   
Prayers for healing and wholeness are 
asked for ST, BS, Wendy, AT, and RT. 
Please also pray for all who are 
bereaved, remembering especially the 
families of Sheila Perkin,  and Laura 
Noble. 
 

NOTICES… 
Race for Life—On Sunday 17th July, Paul 
Farmer will be taking part in the Cancer 
Research Race for Life in Prospect Park 
(Reading) - any donations would be 
gratefully received. Many thanks.  

 

PARISH WALKS 

Come and join us for companionship and friendship. All wel-
come, including friends. 
Have you ever thought about joining our parish walks but wonder how far we 
walk? The distance varies, but we always try and give an estimate in the walk de-
scription. The walking pace is a nice gentle amble (1 to 1.5 miles an hour). We 
find the opportunity to stop and have refreshments as well. It’s a great way to 
explore Reading and get some fresh air, whilst chatting and making new friends. 
All welcome, including friends.  

 

Friday 8th July—10.15am All Saints Church.  Park at Thames Valley Business Park 
and walk along the river to Sonning, with a stop for coffee. The walk will be ap-
prox. 3.5 miles stopping to visit the church and return by the nature reserve. 
 
Friday 12th August - 10.15am All Saints Church. We will drive and walk around 
Ashenbury Park, Alder Moor and part of Charvil Nature Reserve, c.2.8 miles. Stop-
ping at the Heron on the Ford Pub for a drink. If we have had a heavy summer 
storm we may need to change the route as parts can get flooded.  
 
There is no need to book—just turn up! (remember money for refreshments). 
Any queries please contact Rev’d Jane on 07703 266451.  

Sunday 3rd July 3.30pm 

Sunday 7th August 3.30pm 

For information contact  

Revd Jo 07977 142450  

 or email: stmarkandallsaints@gmail.com

 OPEN GROUP 
Meets monthly in the Downshire Room 
of All Saints Church Hall.  Each month 
has a different speaker or theme.  

Wednesday 27th July—12.30pm  annual 
Open Group lunch at The Hatchgate, 
Burghfield.  Lifts available. Up to 3 cours-
es available (max £15 incl service 
charge). Booking and non-refundable 
payment to Philip Cook by Sunday 17th 
July. 0118 3766425 or email: 
p.cook5@ntlworld.com 
 

LINK GROUP 
Wednesday 13th July, 11am in the 
Downshire Room, All Saints Hall. 

 
 

 

Coffee on Mondays  

All Saints Church 

10.30am—11.45am. 

All welcome. 
 

There is no charge but you are 

welcome to make a donation  

for refreshments.  

A PRAYER FOR OUR TIME 
 

O Lord, mercifully receive  

the prayers of your people  

who call upon you,  

and grant that they may know  

and understand  

what things they ought to do,  

and so may have grace and power 

faithfully to accomplish them; 

through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, One God, 

now and forever. Amen.  
 

(Book of Common Prayer) 



 SUNDAY ZOOM DETAILS... 

You can use these links to join in our Sunday worship from home. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85678162379?
pwd=ZytBWFpleGdIUXovdGcyeEZoelZBdz09 
Meeting ID: 856 7816 2379 and Passcode: worship  
(or 7805385 if dialling by phone) 

For any zoom service you can also telephone by dialling  
0208 080 6592  or  0203 481 5237 or 0203 481 5240 or 
0203 901 7895 and use the meeting ID and passcode 
quoted for the specific service. 

THE MONTH AHEAD… 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

www.facebook.com/StMarkandAllSaintsReading/  
www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsReading 

 

www.achurchnearyou.com/reading-st-mark 
www.achurchnearyou.com/reading-all-saints     
 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCN0paoaceCqaLqT3cQ_a5LQ/videos 

JOIN US FOR PRAYER… 
 

Our community meets for quiet lunchtime prayer on 

Wednesdays at 12 noon at All Saints Church (speak to 

Revd Jo revdjowilliams@gmail.com for more info)  

and for Compline (Night prayer) online each Wednesday 

and Sunday night at 9pm (info from Kwaw Elliott:        

kwawelliott@yahoo.co.uk) 

 

We also gather fortnightly on Tuesdays at 7pm online to 

pray for the Parish and our community. See above for 

dates. 

 

Everyone is welcome to join us at these times.. 

“Rejoice at all times, pray without ceasing give thanks in 

all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you. “   1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

FUTURE DATES 

JULY/AUGUST 

During the school holidays our 

ministry team will be setting 

aside the lectionary for a few 

weeks and preaching on some 

of the most famous and best 

loved Bible stories in our 

Summer Teaching series,  

“Must Know Stories”  

What’s your favourite? 

AUGUST 

Friday 12th August—parish 

walk. Meet 10.15am at AS 

15-20th Walsingham Pilgrimage 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 10th September 

Ride ‘n’ Stride 

Sunday 25th September 

Harvest Festival 

If you have an event planned 

for 2022 please let the parish 

office know as soon as possible 

so that it can be included in our 

publicity. 

Fri 1st 9.30 School Family Worship AS  

  (Coffee from 9) 

Sat 2nd 4.00 Steve Marsh ordination @ St  
  Albans 

Sun 3rd No 9am service at St Mark’s 
             11.00 All Saints Eucharist 
  Farewell lunch 

 3.30  Children and Families Mass 
 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) 

Mon 4th  10.30 Coffee on Mondays  AS 

 7.00 Walsingham Mass 
Tue 5th  NO EVENTS 

Wed 6th 12.00 Lunch time prayers  AS 
 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) 

Thurs 7th  NO EVENTS 

Fri 8th 9.30 School Family Worship AS  

  (Coffee from 9) 

 10.15  Parish walk (meet at AS)  

Sat 9th  NO EVENTS 

Sun 10th 9.00   St Marks Eucharist 
             11.00 All Saints Eucharist  

 3.00 Treasure Hunt (quiz) AS followed by 

  Afternoon cream tea  
 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) 

Mon 11th 10.30 Coffee on Mondays  AS 

Tue 12th  7.00 Parish Prayers (Zoom)  

Wed 13th 11.00 Link Group, Downshire Room  

 12.00 Lunch time prayers  AS 
 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) 

Thurs 14th 10.30 St Edwards School practise (AS) 

 

Fri 15th 9.30 All Saints Infants School leavers  
  service AS 
  (coffee from 9) 

 11.30 St Edwards leavers service (AS) 

Sat 16th  NO EVENTS 

Sun  17th  9.00   St Mark Eucharist               
 11.00 All Saints Eucharist   

 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) 

Mon 18th  10.30 Coffee on Mondays  AS 

Tue 19th   NO EVENTS 

Wed 20th 12.30 Lunch time prayers  AS 
 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) 

Thurs 21st  NO EVENTS 

Fri 22nd  NO EVENTS 

Sat 23rd  NO EVENTS 

Sun 24th 9.00   St Mark Eucharist  
             11.00 All Saints Eucharist 

 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) 

Mon 25th 10.30 Coffee on Mondays  AS 

Tue 26th 7.00 Parish Prayers (Zoom)  

Wed 27th 12.00 Lunch time prayers  AS 
 12.30 Open Group lunch at The  
  Hatchgate, Burghfield 
 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone 

Thurs 28th  NO EVENTS 

Fri 29th  NO EVENTS 

Sat 30th  NO EVENTS 

Sun  31st 9.00   St Mark Eucharist 
             11.00 All Saints Eucharist 
 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) 

 

BOOK LAUNCH 
Saturday 9th July  

6.00-7.30 pm 

SACRED NATURE   
A new book by Karen 

Armstrong, billed by the 

Financial Times as “one 

of the best living writers 

on religion”, is being 

launched at Reading 

Minster this month with 

a talk by the author, 

followed by refreshments 

and book signing. 

Sacred nature explores  

our relationship with 

nature, our environment, 

and new ways of thinking 

to shape the action 

needed to save our 

planet.  

To book a place at the 

launch evening, please  

email names to:  events@readingminster.org.uk 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85678162379%3Fpwd%3DZytBWFpleGdIUXovdGcyeEZoelZBdz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C776588ff4ef24e40fda608d95291e1ac%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637631608766637044%7C
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85678162379%3Fpwd%3DZytBWFpleGdIUXovdGcyeEZoelZBdz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C776588ff4ef24e40fda608d95291e1ac%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637631608766637044%7C
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