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From the Editors 

 

 THE PARISH CHURCH OF SAINT MARY PENWORTHAM 

JULY 2022 

Welcome to the July edition. Last month was a busy month at church, what 
with Queen’s Jubilee Vicar’s Tea Party and prior to that Penwortham Live.  
I’m sure all those who were involved will be happy to take a breath.  July 
brings us St. Swithin’s Day. According to traditional folklore, whatever the 
weather is like on St Swithin's Day - whether rain or sunshine - it will contin-
ue for the next 40 days and 40 nights.  
 

"St Swithin's Day, if it does rain 
Full forty days, it will remain 
St Swithin's Day, if it be fair 

For forty days, t'will rain no more" 
 

July brings us end of term for our schools and teachers and pupils will be 
looking forward to a well-earned break. It is a time of change for them as  
they either move classes or move to a different school or to college or uni-
versity or indeed to the world of work. We wish them a happy school holi-
day. For those who have been taking exams we hope they were successful. 
For those embarking on a career we hope they find it interesting and absorb-
ing. 

 
 

"Mosquito is out, 
it's the end of the day; 

she's humming and hunting 
her evening away. 

Who knows why such hunger 
arrives on such wings 
at sundown? I guess 

it's the nature of things." 
 

-  N. M. Boedecker,  
Midsummer Night Itch    

Never look back unless you want to 
go that way. - Anon 
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St Mary’s News 

ALL THE QUEEN’S HORSES.—Update 
Apparently, a church in Kent has an entry in the Guinness Book of Records 
for the number of Hobby Horses made. The number they had was 260. We 
had 280. If only we’d known we too could have been in the Guinness Book 
of Records. Oh well! 
 
Howick Church Of England Primary School 
 Howick School recently underwent an Ofsted inspection and we are 
pleased to report that they continue to be a GOOD school with many 
positive features: 
The way our children feel in school and their behaviour around school. 
·  How quickly reception children settle into school as a result of the 

provision that is provided. 
· The  provision for SEN children and the way in which our quality first 

teaching strategies ensure hey are fully included in the curriculum. 
· The design of the curriculum and our usage of assessment. 
· The early reading provision alongside the provision in place for 

readers across the school. 
· Enrichment activities. 
· The effectiveness of  safeguarding. 
 
Very well done to the Headteacher Mrs Pamela Mahoney and all her staff 
who were ably supported by the Governing Body under the chairmanship of 
Mrs Emma Robert.  A lot of work goes into achieving a successful Ofsted 
Report  and no doubt a weight has now been lifted off their shoulders. 
 
Andrew Lincoln—Foundation Governor Cop Lane Church of 
England School. 
At the recent Full Governors’ Meeting we said farewell to Andrew as he 
retired from many years as a Foundation Governor and Vice Chair of 
Governors. The Governing Body presented him with a wine decanter (and 
something to go in it!) to mark his years of dedicated service to the school. 
He has provided the Governing Body with many valuable insights and advice. 
We wish him and his family all the best for the future.  
 
Tower Clock 
The clock has not been working for some time now but repairs are ongoing 
and we hope it will be functioning very soon, 
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St Mary’s News 

Communion. 

The Vicar has decided that we can make steps towards normalizing the 
giving of communion during the 8.15 and 10.15 service.  Rather than the 
Vicar going round the church  parishioners will now line up to receive the 
sacrament of bread.  It is felt though that it is still a bit too early to give the 
wine, particularly as there have been recent spikes in the Omicron variant of 
COVID.  But this is a welcome return to a sort of normality. 
Beacon 

We reported that the gas beacon which we had used on previous Jubilee 
occasions  was defective and beyond repair.  We are pleased to say that a 
friend of St. Mary’s has given a sizeable donation towards the cost of 
another one.  We will make enquiries as to which type we should purchase. 
We give many thanks to this friend of ours. 
 
Tower Door 
Those of you who have made the steep journey to the top of the tower will 
know that the final hurdle is to squeeze through a small gateway at the very 
top.  The condition of the gate has deteriorated of late and was in need of 
some TLC. Our very own “Odd Job Phil” kindly stepped forward and did 
the business. The  gate now is in good order, Thanks Phil! 
 
Church Flower Beds 
The flower beds at church are looking particularly fine at the moment and 
this is largely down to the efforts of our organist Rhoda and a parishioner 
called Ann. Their work is much appreciated.  Give them a pat on the back 
when you see them. 

 

  
A real friend will not visit you in prosperity 

unless he is invited, but when you are in 
adversity he will call without invitation. - 

Anon 
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 Up to £3 million to boost diocesan discretionary funds  
The Church of England is to make extra funding available to dioceses for 
grants to help clergy and lay workers struggling with the cost-of-living 
crisis.  
Up to £3 million will be distributed to diocesan boards of finance or 
nominated local discretionary funds. The grants are aimed, in particular, 
towards helping those with rising energy bills.   
It is expected that people from the following groups will be eligible to 
apply:  
stipendiary clergy, curates, self-supporting ministers with a provided 
house, salaried lay workers such as youth and children’s workers, and 
retired clergy carrying out a specific role in support of diocesan 
ministry. 
A Church of England report published last year backed targeted 
support for clergy facing financial challenges such as those with larger 
families or with no additional household income other than the stipend.  

 
More clergy from UK Minority Ethnic backgrounds join House of 
Bishops 
Three clergy from UK Minority Ethnic/Global Majority Heritage 
backgrounds have recently been elected to serve on the House of 
Bishops. It is part of a drive towards making the leadership of the 
Church of England more representative. 
The Revd Canon Arun Arora, co-chair of the Archbishops’ Anti-Racism 
Taskforce, the Revd Canon Dr Chigor Chike, Chair of the Anglican 
Minority Ethnic Network and the Revd Shemil Mathew, Vice Dean of 
Emmanuel Theological College, have been elected to serve as 
‘participant observers’ at the House of Bishops. 
Their election brings the number of people from UKME/GMH 
backgrounds on the House of Bishops to 11, with eight bishops – one 
diocesan and seven suffragans - either members or participant 
observers. 
The scheme was backed following the publication of From Lament to 
Action, the report of the Archbishops’ Anti-Racism Taskforce in April 
last year. It called for UKME/GMH participant observers to attend the 
House of Bishops until such time as there are six UKME/GMH bishops 
able to sit as members.  
 
** 

Church News 
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         Church News 

Church of England national funding to increase 30%  
The Church of England is planning a significant increase in funding for the 
next three years. It will go towards supporting parishes and growing new 
worshipping communities across the country. Ministries to young people 
and disadvantaged communities will be especially targeted. 
The Church Commissioners for England intend to distribute £1.2 
billion between 2023 and 2025. That is up 30% from £930 million in the 
current three-year period. They also plan to maintain this level of funding 
in the subsequent six years.  
In total, this would mean the Church Commissioners plan to 
distribute £3.6 billion to frontline work between 2023 and 2031. That 
would make the Church Commissioners and Archbishops’ Council 
among the largest grant givers in the country.  
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said: “I am especially 
pleased that the funding will support our aims to double the number of 
children and young disciples by 2030 and aid the parish system in doing 
what the Church does at its best: making the love of God known to 
every person.” 
 
Cathedrals can ‘light the way’ to Net Zero  
England's ancient cathedrals could be in the 'vanguard' of technological 
development needed for the green revolution. In fact, cathedrals could 
show the way in making changes for achieving Net Zero carbon across 
the whole Church by 2030, with a route map due for a vote at General 
Synod this month (July). 
So says the Church of England’s lead Bishop for Environmental Affairs, 
Graham Usher, who is Bishop of Norwich. He points out that cathedrals 
have an impressive track record within the heritage sector. 
Many have already installed green adaptations such as solar panels, or 
replaced light fittings, or increased draft exclusion. Others have re-
designed precincts to give greater access to green space and a chance for 
biodiversity to thrive. Over two thirds of cathedrals are already part of 
the A Rocha ‘Eco Church’ programme.   
However, with cathedrals still responsible for around two per cent of the 
total Church of England carbon emissions, they need to identify more 
opportunities to meet the ambitious target set by General Synod in 2020. 
The Church of England’s Route Map to Net Zero Carbon will be 
discussed at General Synod this month (July).  
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1st July St Theobald, choosing God, not money 
If you are thinking of turning your back on wealth and privilege, in order to 
do something that you feel God is calling you to do, St Theobald may be the 
saint for you. St Theobald (1017 – 1066) was born into an aristocratic family 
at Provins in France. But he became a hermit with a fellow ex-soldier in the 
Pettingen Forest in Luxembourg. They later moved to Salanigo in Italy. Theo-
bald’s holy life attracted so many followers that he was canonised by Pope 
Alexander II in 1073. 
 
3rd July St Thomas the Apostle, confused and doubting 
Thomas, one of Jesus’ 12 apostles, was an impulsive, confused, honest scep-
tic. Jesus could understand and work with such a man. Thomas’ impulsive-
ness was evident when Jesus prepared to visit Lazarus in Bethany. It was a 
dangerous trip to make, because of the Jews, but Thomas urged his fellow 
disciples: “Let us also go, that we may die with Him.” (John 11:16) Instead, 
Jesus brought Lazarus back to life. 
Thomas’ confusion is shown in later talks with Jesus. He was not really sure 
where Jesus was going long-term (John 14:5). But Jesus accepted this con-
fused commitment, and began to untangle it, patiently explaining: “I am going 
to my Father”, and “No one comes unto the Father but by me.” 
Finally, Thomas’ honest scepticism is revealed after the Resurrection, which 
he flatly refused to believe - unless he could touch the wounds of the risen 
Jesus. Sure enough, Jesus appears - but instead of scolding him, shows him 
the wounds. Thomas responds: “My Lord and my God” (John 20.26ff).   
Thus, Doubting Thomas’ honest doubts, turned to honest faith, have be-
come a reassurance for thousands of men and women across the centuries 
who also want to follow Jesus, but who require some proof of this amazing 
event - the Resurrection. In Doubting Thomas’ complete affirmation of faith, 
after meeting the risen, crucified Christ, they can find support for their own 
faith. 
Ancient legends tell how Thomas went on to India as a missionary. There 
are rumours that Thomas even built a palace for a king’s daughter in India, 
and thus he is the patron saint of architects. It is believed that he was mar-
tyred by a spear on 3rd July, 72AD in Mylapore, near Madras. 46 ancient 
churches in England were dedicated to him. 
 

High Days and Holy Days 
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14th July Phocus of Sinope – the brave gardener  
Many of us are gardeners, but not many of us are buried in our gardens. 
Phocus was a fourth century Christian gardener who ran a little guest house 
in Sinope, on the Black Sea (now part of modern Turkey). He used the pro-
duce from his garden to welcome and feed any visitors who came by, as well 
as giving anything left over to the poor.  In a time of persecution, the gover-
nor of the district sent soldiers to kill him because of his Christianity. But 
when the soldiers arrived at Phocus’s guest house, they did not recognise 
him. Phocus politely fed them and invited them to stay the night, during 
which he crept out into his garden to dig his own grave and prepare for 
death. In the morning, Phocus divulged his true identity, rather to the dismay 
of the soldiers, who did not want to kill this kindly man. But Phocus assured 
them that he considered martyrdom the highest honour, and humbly bent 
his head to their swords.  And so, the soldiers killed him and buried him in 
the grave he had prepared.  The news of Phocus’s martyrdom spread far and 
wide, drawing many pilgrims to his garden. His calm courage and faith in God 
were widely admired and in time Phocus became the patron of sailors in the 
Black Sea, and then the whole Eastern Mediterranean.  Phocus’s life echoes 
that of many Christians today, who go calmly about their daily mundane jobs 
in lands of persecution, and who do not avoid the call to Christian martyr-
dom, however it may come to them. 
 
25th July St James the Apostle, apostle to Spain 
James and his brother John were sons of Zebedee and fishermen from Gali-
lee - the ‘sons of thunder’, as the gospel writers describe their impetuous 
characters and fiery tempers. James stands out on three accounts: he was 
one of the three disciples who witnessed the Transfiguration of Christ. Jesus 
took him, along with Peter and John, to ‘watch’ with Him in the garden of 
Gethsemane. Finally, he went on to be the first apostle to die for the Chris-
tian faith, when in AD 44 King Herod Agrippa put him to the sword in Jeru-
salem at Passover time.In the centuries following his death, James became 
associated with the evangelising of Spain, and as a powerful defender of 
Christianity against the Moors. The heyday of the cult of Santiago de Com-
postela was from the 12th to the 15th century, and the pilgrimage to Compo-
stela became one of the most important of medieval Christendom.  This in 
time transformed the iconography of James, and his emblems became the 
pilgrim’s hat and the scallop-shell of Compostela. Over 400 English churches 
have been dedicated to James. 
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Matters of Faith 

31st July St Joseph of Arimathea, the man who buried Jesus 
Have you ever suffered from gossip? Ever discovered that people are saying 
some really wild things about you? If so, Joseph of Arimathea would under-
stand - and sympathise with you. This decent, godly man of the gospels 
seems to have fired the imaginations of all sorts of odd people down the 
centuries. 
Joseph was a rich, prominent member of the ruling Jewish council - the San-
hedrin. Mark’s gospel describes him as having been ‘waiting for the kingdom 
of God’ for years, and even being a secret disciple of Jesus. He played no 
part in the trial or crucifixion. 
When Jesus was pronounced dead, Joseph had the seniority needed to ap-
proach Pilate for the body - and get it.  Near to where Jesus had been cruci-
fied there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, cut deep in the rock. 
Joseph himself already owned it - and it was still new and empty. So, Joseph 
laid Jesus there, and wrapped him in a linen cloth, according to Jewish burial 
custom. Joseph did not bury Jesus alone - Nicodemus helped him, while 
some women who had followed Jesus trailed miserably behind. 
Matthew tells us that the last thing Joseph did for Jesus was to sadly roll a big 
stone across the entrance to the tomb, and then go away. With that, Joseph 
passes out of history - and into legend. For in the centuries that followed, 
Joseph was swept up into the Legend of the Holy Grail, the Legend of Glas-
tonbury, and even bits of the Arthurian legends. It was said that the Holy 
Thorn, which flowers at Christmas, had sprung from his staff.    
The mind boggles at what Joseph would have made of it all. One suspects he 
would have preferred to stick to the simple, but far better, true story: as 
having had the immense, unique privilege of laying the body of Jesus Christ in 
the tomb. Even if Jesus didn’t stay very long!   
 
C of E has good skills, says new bishop 
The next Bishop of Bath and Wells, Dr Michael Beasley, has said that the 
CofE learned valuable lessons during the pandemic. “There’s been a huge 
amount that we’ve seen in our response to an emergency. It shows we have 
a flexibility and a resilience and an ability to respond to situations that we 
might not have known we have, but now we do.” 
He said that such resilience will be needed, to cope in these “challenging 
times”, with the world still emerging from the pandemic, the war in Ukraine, 
and the cost-of-living crisis, “which is only to become increasingly urgent.”. 
He said: “Addressing these issues is going to demand everyone’s faith and 
experiences, their creativity and skill.” 
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Editor:  The Revd Richard Higginbottom looks at the seashore. 
A sermon in sand  
If you are fortunate enough to get to the seaside this summer, then you 
might like to wriggle your toes in the warm sand, and consider the following: 
It has been said that there are more stars in the universe than there are 
grains of sand on all the beaches in the world. More recently, as the estimat-
ed number of stars has increased, then even the grains of sand in all the 
world’s deserts have been added to the comparison! 
The Sun, vast though it is, is a fairly ordinary star, 93 million miles away. It is 
not easy to grasp that sort of a distance, but here’s a measuring stick: if you 
were to fly in a fast passenger jet at 600 miles per hour, then it would take 
you about 17 hours to fly from London to Sydney; about 17 days to reach 
the Moon, and about 17 years to reach the Sun!   
As for how long it would take to fly on to the next nearest star to us - Prox-
ima Centauri - it would take about 4.2 light years, as the distance is more 
than 24 trillion miles! And that is just to the next nearest star after the Sun. 
How many stars are there in the Universe? Astronomers recently estimated 
that there are about 70,000 million, million, million stars. 
As you sit there you might care to pick up a couple of grains of sand. Let the 
first grain represent our Sun, the second grain the next nearest star to us. 
Then look at the whole beach and after that consider all the beaches on 
Earth, with every grain of sand representing a star …. then it gives some 
meaning to the phrase “God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth.”  

Which is greater, the number of grains of sand on Earth or the number of stars in 
the Universe? 

 
 

Matters of Faith 
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Editor: The Revd Dr Jo White continues her series on aspects of Christianity. 
Reflected Faith Series: the grandeur of God 
Do you understand the mysteries of God? Who is He? What is He up to? If 
Jesus’s disciples who were with Him daily for years had trouble understand-
ing Him, what expectation is there that you and I will? 
We get glimpses of Him – through new life, through nature, in creativity, 
music and dance and so on – but none of us truly sees every part of Him. St 
Paul himself wrote that “now we see through a glass darkly”. 
So how do we try to express the grandeur of God? In the Old Testament, 
Isaiah 6:1, the prophet wrote, ‘In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of His robe filled the 
temple.’ 
I love that picture, it makes me think of brides on their wedding day who 
have a full skirt and train, and the help they need from their bridesmaids just 
to get in and out of the wedding car let alone anything else they need to do. 
Architects and builders over the centuries have used the church building to 
illustrate aspects of God and to share their faith. 
 
If you are able, visit a large church building or cathedral and spend some 
time there when there is no service taking place. As you go into the building, 
quickly stop and just look around you. ‘Feel’ the space surrounding and 
above you. The distance between you and the ceiling or roof. 
Stop for a while in the area where the congregation sit – the nave – taken 
from the Latin word navis meaning ‘ship’.  This is because when they were 
built, largely in the Middle Ages, the people thought a nave looked like the 
bottom part of a ship turned upside-down. This reminded them also of the 
story of God saving His creation at the time of the flood by using the Ark. 
What does this space say to you about the mysteries of God? 
 
. 

Matters of Faith 

 
 

If you were arrested for being a Christian, would 
there be enough evidence to convict you? 

 - D O Fuller 
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Matters of Faith 
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Miscellaneous 
God in the Arts 
 
Editor:  The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a 
look at ‘The Potato Planters’ by Jean-Francois Millet, which hangs in the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Boston.  
Enter My Rest 
At this time of the year we are planning and looking forward to holidays: to 
that welcome break away from the pressures and responsibilities of daily life 
and work. The book of Genesis opens with a glorious account of God’s 
work of creation and tells us that even God rested on the 7th day. 
 
We all need to find that balance of work and rest, of activity and slowing 
down in our lives. And we are not always good at that because our world 
seems to be in the fast lane. We rush everywhere, we rush out of habit, and 
we rush because everyone around us is rushing.  
 
This month’s painting, ‘The Potato Planters’ by Jean–Francois Millet, a 19th 
century French artist, portrays two peasants at work. They don’t seem to 
be rushing, but Millet has certainly portrayed the hard toil of their work, 
digging in the earth from sunrise to sunset to eke out a living. Millet was the 
son of a farm labourer and many of his paintings convey the severe realism 
of peasant life. We can sympathise with the couple working on the land, and 
our eyes focus on them as they dominate the canvas. 
 
But in the corner under the shade of a tree there is a donkey and a sleeping 
child. The donkey knows only too well the reality of toil and work, but here 
he is resting, enjoying the peace and the shade. Andy Merrifield, an Ameri-
can philosopher, has just published an account of his travels with a donkey, 
Gribouille. As they journey together, the donkey teaches him the value of 
patience, the importance of going slowly through the world, and the pre-
ciousness of tender friendship between humans and animals. They are all 
caught up in the little donkey in this painting. 
 
The man and woman in the foreground may reflect our own lives with the 
duties, the expectations and the demands called of us at work. Take time to 
focus on the donkey, enjoying his rest. Take time this summer to find relax-
ation and recreation on holiday. The world may carry on spinning around 
us, but use that holiday to stand apart and enter into the rest that God en-
joyed after His work of creation.  
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Miscellaneous 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘The Potato Planters’ by Jean-Francois Millet, Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.  
Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons 

 

Before we can pray, ‘Thy kingdom 
come’, we must be willing to pray, ‘My 

kingdom go’.  
- Alan Redpath 
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Miscellaneous 

All in the month of JULY 

It was: 
1400 years ago, on 16th July 622 that the Islamic calendar be-
gan. Muhammad and his followers migrated from Mecca to Medina to es-
cape religious persecution (an event known as the Hegira) and established 
the first Muslim community. 
200 years ago, on 20th July 1822 that Gregor Mendel was born. This Aus-
trian/Czech friar, and botanist discovered the laws of heredity and created 
the science of genetics. 
150 years ago, on 1st July 1872 that Louis Bleriot, French inventor, and 
aviation pioneer was born. He developed the first practical headlamp for 
cars and became the first person to fly across the English Channel. 
125 years ago, on 21st July 1897 that the Tate Britain art museum opened 
in London. 
100 years ago, on 28th July 1922 that Jacques Piccard, Belgian born Swiss 
oceanographer and engineer was born. 75 years ago, on 9th July 1947 that 
Buckingham Palace announced the engagement of Princess Elizabeth (later 
Queen Elizabeth II) to Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten. 
65 years ago, on 6th July 1957 that John Lennon and Paul McCartney met 
for the first time at a church hall in Liverpool, where 16-year-old Lennon 
was performing with his skiffle group the Quarrymen. 15-year-old McCart-
ney joined as a rhythm guitarist shortly afterwards, and the pair went on to 
form the Beatles. 
60 years ago, on 10th July 1962 that Swedish engineer Nils Bohlin was 
granted a US patent for the three-point safety belt for vehicles. It is now 
used in practically all road vehicles. 
30 years ago, on 31st July 1992 that Leonard Cheshire, British RAF pilot, 
humanitarian and philanthropist, died. Founder of Leonard Cheshire Disabil-
ity. 
25 years ago, on 1st July 1997 that the UK returned Hong Kong to China 
after more than 150 years. 
15 years ago, on 1st July 2007 that smoking was banned in all enclosed 
workspaces in England. Similar bans had already been introduced in Scot-
land (May 2006) and Wales (April 2007) and Northern Ireland (April 2007). 
10 years ago, on 4th July 2012 that researchers at CERN in Switzerland 
announced the discovery of particles consistent with the Higgs boson.  The 
discovery was confirmed in March 2013 and the researchers were awarded 
the 2013 Nobel Prize for Physics. 
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Poems 

The Summer Garden 
 
Summer comes and waves her hand, 
The garden blooms at her command, 
Plants abounding everywhere 
As fragrant perfumes fill the air. 
 
Roses, geraniums, lilies too 
Agapanthus with globes of blue, 
Sumptuous colours in such array, 
Their beauty takes our breath away. 
 
To sit beneath the shady trees, 
To listen to the humming bees, 
As Summer wears her rainbow dress 
We thank God for such loveliness. 
By Megan Carter 
 
The Sticky Label 
 I think, if I was clever 
That I would never, never 
Invent a label, sticky 
That needs one to be picky 
And takes a painful hour 
To scrape off from a jar! 
  
They drive me into fits 
They tear in tiny bits! 
I can’t help feeling blue 
When they leave behind the glue; 
D’you wonder that I’m miffed 
When it simply will not shift? 
  
I’m sure that I’d be able 
To make a sticky label 
That peels off really well 
And leaves no gungy gel! 
I’m sure I could - however 
I’m really not that clever! 
 By Nigel Beeton 
 
 

If you would like to know the value 
of money, go and try to borrow 
some. – Benjamin Franklin 
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Miscellaneous 

Editor:  by Tim Lenton  
 
Mendel, the peas, and the beginning of genetics 
Two hundred years ago, on 20th July 1822, Gregor Mendel was born. The 
Austrian/Czech friar and botanist discovered the laws of heredity and creat-
ed what eventually became the science of genetics. 
Born to a relatively poor but devoutly Roman Catholic farming family in 
what was then Moravia, in the Austrian empire, Johann Mendel (he became 
Gregor after he joined the Order of St Augustine) became a monk partly to 
relieve “perpetual anxiety about means of livelihood”, but his faith was clear 
and frequently expressed. 
He was also a meteorologist, mathematician and teacher, but his ground-
breaking experiments with pea plants between 1856 and 1863 demonstrated 
the action of something invisible – now called ‘genes’ – in determining the 
inherited traits of an organism. Although he announced his results and pub-
lished them in 1866, the significance of his work was not appreciated by sci-
entists until around 1900, when his experiments were verified – another 
example of the consensus of scientists failing to recognise the validity of dif-
ferent ideas. 
He was elected Abbot in 1868, and after that his life was taken up largely by 
administrative duties – including a long dispute about payment of religious 
taxes. He died in January 1884 of chronic nephritis. Czech composer Leoš 
Janáček played the organ at his funeral. Mendel’s work was introduced to 
Britain in the early years of the 20th century by William Bateson, the first 
Director of the John Innes Centre in Norwich – the first research institute 
devoted to Mendelian genetics in Britain. He translated Mendel’s paper from 
German into English, championed his work and coined the word ‘genetics’. 
 
Royal International Air Tattoo - 15th to 17th July 
If you enjoy airplanes, why not consider attending The Royal International 
Air Tattoo this month?  It is the world's largest military air show, held each 
year over the third weekend in July, usually at RAF Fairford in Gloucester-
shire. The show usually attracts between 150,000 to 160,000 spectators 
over the weekend, and it is run in support of The Royal Air Force Charita-
ble Trust. 

I don’t think I can be expected to take seriously any game which 
takes less than three days to reach its conclusion. – Tom Stoppard 
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Smile 

Solar power 
Somebody finally invented a solar-powered laundry dryer. It's called a 
‘clothes-line’. 
 

Baptism 
A couple took their five-year-old young daughter to church. During the ser-
vice, the minister conducted the baptism of a tiny infant. The little girl 
watched in wonder as he held the baby, said solemn words, then poured wa-
ter over its head, and then carefully wiped it dry.  Finally, she turned to her 
father. “Daddy, why is he brainwashing that baby?" 
 

Heaven help me 
One Sunday in church a little boy was ‘acting up’ during the morning wor-
ship. His parents did their best to maintain some sense of order in the pew, 
but it was a losing battle. Finally, an exasperated father picked up his son and 
strode sternly down the aisle. Just as the church doors closed behind them, 
the little boy cried loudly to the congregation: "Pray for me! Pray for me!" 
 

US Holiday 
A couple with three young children went on holiday to America, and eventu-
ally ended up waiting in line at San Francisco's Pier 41, to purchase tickets for 
a boat trip to Alcatraz.  Others watched with varying degrees of sympathy 
and irritation as the young children fidgeted, whined, and punched one an-
other. The frazzled parents reprimanded them, to no avail. Finally they 
reached the ticket window.   "Five tickets, please," the father said.  "Two 
round trip, three one way."   
 

The kiss 
An honest seven-year-old calmly announced to her parents that Billy Brown 
had kissed her after church. "How did that happen?" gasped her mother.  
"Well, it wasn't easy," admitted the young lady, "but three girls helped me 
catch him." 
 

Spider 
Whoever said "Out of sight, out of mind" never had a large spider disappear 
in the bedroom. 
 
Pleasure 
Some people won't suffer in silence because that would take all the pleasure 
out of it. 
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Picture Parable 


