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TO OUR READERS:  

We hope you have  a happy, restful summer and enjoy 

yourselves wherever you  are going/whatever you are doing. 

And we hope this edition of the magazine will help to pass the 

time, inspire you, inform you  and entertain you. If you are 

going away how about passing a copy onto the church where you are visiting or bring one of 

their magazines back (Ed’s note—can be useful for getting ideas!). And please feel free to send 

us your photos and words about your time away or day visits etc. 
 

The Editorial Team are asking for you to take a couple of minutes to complete a quick 

anonymous survey of what you think of the magazine.  We know that we are all inundated 

with requests for reviews  of everything—eating out, purchases, services, etc, but we do hope 

you will  help us to produce a magazine that you  will want to 

contribute to and read!  

There will be hard copies of the survey available in each of our 

churches for those who prefer to use that method. Please put your 

responses in the box provided.  

The link to the survey is:  

https://forms.office.com/r/a6F66saHA7    

On the right is the QR code for you to access  the survey via your 

smartphone.  

Thank you in anticipation of your participation! 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:  On Sunday July 3rd,  4.30pm  at Holy 

Trinity,  there will be a TEAM SERVICE to mark the end of Rev. Nicola Butterworth’s 

Curacy.  This will be followed by an afternoon tea provided by all four churches. There 

will be a retiring collection to add to the Diocesan grant of £500 for Nicola to 

redecorate the Rectory.  

Following this, Revd Nicola Butterworth, will be Licensed as our new Team Rector at 

Holy Trinity Church on Monday 18th July 2022 at 7.30pm.  Please keep her in your 

prayers and come along to this team service and support her. 

https://forms.office.com/r/a6F66saHA7


HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, Church Street, Horwich BL6 6AA: 

SUNDAY SERVICES:  

2nd and 4th Sundays: 8am Holy Communion   

Every Sunday:  9.15am Informal Worship (occasional United 

Services at 10am) 

1st and 3rd Sundays: 11am Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays: 11am  Morning Prayer  

Weekdays: Alternate  Wednesdays of the month: 09.30am  

Holy Communion 

RIVINGTON PARISH CHURCH, Sheephouse Lane, Rivington, 

BL6 7SE: 

SUNDAY SERVICES:  

1st Sunday: 11am Family Service 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Sunday: 11am Holy Communion BCP (with 

occasional service of Morning Prayer) 

Weekdays:  Last Saturday of the month 10.30 a.m. Matins 

3rd Saturday of the month 12pm—FOREST CHURCH  for all 

ages. Outside fellowship enjoying God’s creation 

ST. CATHERINE’S CHURCH, Richmond Street, Horwich, BL6 

5QT: 

SUNDAY SERVICES all at 10.45am 

1st Sunday: Sunday Worship  with Communion 

2nd Sunday: Informal Worship  

3rd Sunday:  Sunday  Worship  

4th Sunday: Sunday Worship with Communion  

ST. ELIZABETH’S CHURCH, Cedar Avenue, Horwich, BL6 6EU: 

SUNDAY SERVICES:  

1st Sunday:  8.30am BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am Pulse 

7pm  Alive+Free 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays: Holy Communion (occasional service 

of Morning Worship) 

Weekdays: Alternate  Wednesdays of the month: 09.30am  

Holy Communion 

 Church Hall Bookings:  Sharon McGovern: 07854 430010 or  
sharonchbookings@yahoo.com 

THE MINISTERIAL TEAM 

Team Rector: Nicola Butterworth                                       
07706 979393                                               
Email: n.butterworth@outlook.com          

Team Vicar: Michael Behrend                                                                                                                              
01204 697162           

 Email: m.behrend@ntlworld.com 

Minister in Secular Employment :  

Nicola Gillard                               01204 227648                 
Email: nicola.gillard@talktalk.net 

Associates: Peter Harley          01204  694611             

Email: peter.harley@talktalk.net                      

Caroline Tracey                           01204  692303 

Email: caroline.tracey@gmail.com 

Gill Smart                                  01204 468271                                            

Email: revgillsmart@gmail.com 

Honorary:  

Glenda Bush                             01204 691539                                     
Brenda Craston                      01204 699972 

David Griffiths                              01204 469621 

Michael Williams                         01204 667162 

Readers:  

David Hawes                                01204 693727 

Dr Ron Knott                                 07719 274700 

Youth Minister:  

Craig Holden                                  07926 448781  

Email:  craig.holdenym@gmail.com 

THE TEAM CHURCHES:  

Holy Trinity  

Church Wardens: Chris Knowles    07833 290498 

Grenville Hartley                            279365 

Treasurer: Lesley Greenhalgh                       693973 
Secretary: Susan Kerr                           692760 

Rivington  

Church Wardens: Peter Holden   01257  482451 

     David Hawkins                 07710  563678 

 Treasurer: David Hawkins                07710  563678 

   Secretary: Brenda Craston                           699972 

St. Catherine’s  

Church Wardens: Ian Winnard                    694005 

Kath Jackson                                  770598 

Treasurer: Vacancy                            

   Secretary:  Ian Winnard                                694005 

St. Elizabeth’s  

Church Wardens:   

 Graham Smith                                          699875 

Sharon Sharrocks                                07854 130010  

Treasurer: Richard Skidmore                 693415 

Secretary: vacant  post  

BAPTISMS: Initial enquiries for baptisms  to 

Emma Shawcross:  
horwichandrivingtonbaptisms@gmail.com 

WEDDINGS: Initial enquiries for weddings  to 

Alice Fletcher: aliceholytrinity@gmail.com or 
07753   599595        

               

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT GROUPS FOR: BABIES; 

TODDLERS;YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULTS PLEASE SEE 

THE RELEVANT PAGES IN THE MAGAZINE. 
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If you have any concerns for yourself or anyone else please contact:  

Holy Trinity and Rivington:  Revd. Nicola Butterworth on 07706 979393 

St Catherine’s: Revd. Michael Behrend on 01204  697162 

 St Elizabeth’s:  Revd. Gill Smart on  01204 468271 

OUR CHURCHES  

Due to constant changes to the Covid restrictions and occasional necessary changes to our 

service format, please check our fortnightly Team newsletters or the A Church Near You 

website for up to date information.  To access our fortnightly Team Newsletter online please 

go to www.achurchnearyou.com/16052 for Holy Trinity; 16053 for St Elizabeth’s; 16054 for St 

Catherine’s and 16056 for Rivington Church. 
 

Should you not have access to the Internet please  ask at your church about a printed copy of 

the newsletter. 

Should you have any queries or concerns please contact a member of the clergy team or the 

appropriate PCC.  

   1st Sunday of every month (except August) —  come along  

on:  Sunday 3rd July at 7pm at St. Elizabeth’s Church. Our 

speaker will be Revd Gill Smart. Refreshments served from 

6.30pm 
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YOUTH MINISTRY REPORT 

Youth Ministry News:  Craig writes: I am delighted to report our church youth ministry is growing in 

numbers and expanding to the point we are stretched with leaders. We urgently need church members to 

take up the opportunity to be a part of the team to grow and develop the Youth Ministry to the next level 

with us. If not , then I have to say with a heavy heart, my brothers and sisters, within 

months we will struggle to operate youth ministry outside of Sunday morning and 

schools. 

 ‘Inspire’ (Tuesdays 4.45pm - 6.30pm at St. Elizabeth’s) Either: we urgently need a 

female to join the inspire team for the season (3 -6 months) Or: we need a rota that 

people will be on once or twice a month to get us through summer, that will buy us 

some time and avoid people feeling they have to be there every week.  

‘Ignite’ (planned for Thursdays 6pm - 7:30pm at St Catherine’s) To get this started we 

need 1 female and 1 male to assist in leading this.  
 

Detached work: We need someone who is good at talking or listening to come out 

with me over the summer period to meet young people on the streets and start 

building relationships with them and their families.  

Summer programme. I am looking for help either day time and maybe evenings for workshops, sport 

activities and chill out nights.   

If you are willing to consider being involved in any of these, please contact me (tel.07926 448781 or email 

craig.holdenym@gmail.com , Nicola Butterworth, or any of the other clergy. God Bless, Craig 



 

  There are times when the phrase ‘I never saw that coming’ seems the most 

appropriate, where we are surprised and astonished at what happens and at 

the same time other people then say they knew it would happen because it 

seemed so obvious. The prophet Habakkuk was complaining as we often do, and the Lord responds with these 

words “Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something in your 

days that you would not believe, even if you were told.” (Habakkuk 1: 5) 

This verse is very close to my heart. As I think about the times where I have complained, I have considered 

how I would react if God did reveal all of his plan for my life in advance, I am sure that I would have laughed, 

moments of sheer panic, and would have found it impossible to see how some things could have even been a 

remote possibility. At times my faith has been tested to breaking point but God was there with me and it has 

been through him that I have then been able to keep going. I am glad that I don’t know every detail in advance, 

it is good that God continues to surprise and amaze us.  

Back in September last year we went on holiday to Iona and one evening as I sat on the beach watching the 

stars slowly appearing in the sky, I knew that the Curacy chapter would quickly be reaching its end. With a 

deadline for my Curacy file to be submitted, there was no reason to be worried, I knew that God’s plan would 

be revealed when the time was right and that it would be as clear as that star-filled sky.  

Conversations about the next stage of ministry by then were happening on a regular basis between myself 

and the Bishops, Archdeacon and Area Dean and there was a certainty I would be moving on from here.  

Then one Sunday morning I stood in church singing ‘I the Lord of Sea and Sky’ and the chorus hit me in a new 

way: “I will hold your people in my heart”. Each person here in Horwich and Rivington was on my heart, where 

God had placed them. Not long after that I was at a meeting where someone had passed a comment about 

how long this team had been in vacancy and I heard my heart and head responding about how much I loved 

this place and couldn’t see any reason why there had been no appointment. I never saw those reactions 

coming in my head and in my heart. There was only one thing to do – pray and seek God’s discernment.  

It is fairly obvious what happened next, as on July 18th I will be Licensed as Team Rector and I need to thank 

so many people for their words of encouragement, for their support throughout my Curacy and for being such 

a blessing in my life and in the lives of so many others.   

 ! have thought once more about how I began to explore vocation, and I was given this quote by TS Eliot: “We 

shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our exploring will be to arrive where we started and know 

the place for the first time.” (From Four Quartets: Little Gidding) I now find myself exploring a new chapter, in 

the same place but also in a place and will be doing things for the first time once more.   

As I embark upon this next exciting chapter, I know that God will continue to surprise and amaze me. I know 

there will be times where the challenges will seem immense but I know God is bigger than any of those. “For I 

know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) God has incredible plans and a vision for Horwich and Rivington beyond 

anything any of us could ever envisage and each of us is called to play our part in it. We do it in God’s strength, 

equipped by his Holy Spirit as we share the love of Jesus within the place we are called to serve.  

Nicola is pictured above with hubby Phil—her rock!  Our prayers and support are with Nicola at this time of 

transition  for her. God bless. 

JULY/AUGUST 
MUSING  

‘I NEVER SAW THAT COMING!’ 

By 

Revd Nicola Butterworth 
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BASIC LIFE SUPPORT AND DEFIBRILLATOR AWARENESS COURSE 

 

There will be a Basic life support and AED (Defibrillator) awareness course  

Thursday 14th July  6.30pm at Holy Trinity Church.  

   This course, lasting about one hour, will include Automated External 

Defibrillator training. It will be delivered virtually by Joanne Thwaites, 
Community Resuscitation Development Officer for North West Ambulance. 

If you would like to do the course but are unable to attend please contact Susan 
Kerr  on 01204 692760 or susanlaviniakerr@gmail.com The course will be 
streamed live via Microsoft Teams. 

BELL RINGING OVER THE JUBILEE 
 

 Some of you may have heard our activity over the Jubilee weekend. 
Although we are not a very advanced band of ringers, we have, since 
the end of Lockdown, been progressing really well and each of us has 
improved a lot. We set ourselves the challenge of ringing a Quarter Peal 
(this is where we ring the bells 1260 times continuously, without 
stopping; it takes about 45 minutes!) Initially we hoped to do this in 
February, for when the Queen acceded to the throne, but decided to 
give ourselves the best chance of success and to wait until the Platinum 
Jubilee, instead. 
 Our first Quarter of the weekend, was on the evening of Thursday 2nd June, and included three of our ringers 
(Stephen, Tower Captain, Margaret and Reece) who had never done a quarter peal before - we had success! 
We also undertook another Quarter Peal, on Saturday 4th June, which was Susan's first quarter. Not only this, 
but we helped to do a Quarter Peal on the Friday, at St Katharine's, Blackrod, where we often help out with 
their service ringing. To celebrate the Platinum Jubilee Sunday, we rang a specific pattern, called "Queens", 70 
times, in the ringing before the Morning Service at Holy Trinity. Every ringer from Holy Trinity, who was 
available, was able to contribute to commemorating this special occasion.,  
We thought about Fred and Arthur, our former Tower Captains, many times over the weekend: they taught 
many of our current ringers and we are sure that they would be very thankful with our progress in providing 
this service to the Church and the community at large. 
 These were massive achievements (it has been at least 20 years since 3 Horwich ringers rang together in a 
Quarter Peal) and were only possible with the help of some ringers from elsewhere in Bolton, particularly Andy 
and Laura. Thanks to all of the other ringers (Andy, Beth and Sam to name a few) who have helped us along our 
way. Our next ambition is to ring a quarter peal with only the ringers from Holy Trinity, and to continue to 
improve our skills and number of methods (bell ringing music) we can ring. 
It has been really fun to learn to do these new things. We all find it so satisfying to work at a hobby where we 
are learning new things, keeping our brains active, our bodies moving and developing really great camaraderie. 
It is great to do all of this whilst providing a service to the Church and marking significant milestones in the life 
of the country.  
 We are a very friendly group and always happy to have new members, so if you fancy finding out more about 
what it involves and whether it would be for you; if you are a lapsed ringer wanting to restart; or if you just find 
bell ringing intriguing, get in touch, we would be thrilled to hear from you, we are always here Sunday mornings 
and Thursday evenings.—follow the sound! Michael Durbar on behalf of the Bellringers photo above taken at a 
Holy Trinity Heritage Open Day. 

Brain Teasers:   a) The number 8,549,176,320 is a unique number. What is so special about it?  
 

b) You are in a place called Wally’s World and there is only one law. There is a mirror, but no reflection. There 
is pizza with cheese, but not sausage. There is pepper, but no salt. There is a door, yet no entrance or exit. 
What is the law?   Answers on Page 12. 

mailto:susanlaviniakerr@gmail.com


FROM THE REGISTERS 

BAPTISMS & THANKSGIVINGS 

We welcome to the family of the church: 
22nd May Corey Burrows 
12th June Sofia Bardsley 

 

FUNERALS  

We offer love and sympathy to the relatives and friends of:   
 

10th May   Mollie Fitzimmons                         
16th May   Florence Phillips                               
20th May   Tricia Millward  (nee Reaney)     
25th May   Dawn Brennan                                   
26th May   Paul Rink                                             
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THE NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN GARDEN PARTY 
 

THURSDAY 12TH MAY 2022 
 

As a member of The Royal Air Force (National Service) Association I was privileged to attend the above 
Garden Party with a few other members.  We left Wigan by train on the Wednesday afternoon in order that 
we would have plenty of time to get ready the following day. 
On the Thursday morning we left our hotel at 12.30pm ,all dressed up, with the ladies in their party hats,  as 
we wanted plenty of time to travel for the 2pm start. We only just made it as we had a 20-minute walk to 
the palace side gate, where there was an identification check. 
Once in, we went to the rear of the palace which was all set up for the party, which was for some 2000 
guests. In the garden we made for the open fronted marquees and found a table where we were offered 
cold drinks, which we all gratefully accepted as it was a very warm day. We then made our way to the 
catering marquees where the food was being served. 
At 3pm her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal, and Vice Admiral Sir Timothy Laurence arrived on the 
Terrace steps.  The National Anthem was played and then the Royal couple went on a walk about, but did 
not reach where we were seated.  Most of the guests mingled together with staff from the Palace and the 
members of the Armed Services and some well-known celebrities. 
Later in the afternoon The Royal Marine Band played the Beating of the Retreat. The Salute was received by 
the Princess and the Admiral of the Fleet, and then the Royal couple departed. All in all, it was a day to be 
remembered. Russell Porter (photo on the cover!) 

VACANCY —COULD YOU FIT THE BILL? 
   

Our current Lead for the Horwich and Rivington Team Namibia Link, Revd Caroline Tracey , is 
looking to stand down in 2023. Caroline and her husband David have worked hard to strengthen the 
link started over 20 years ago by Shirley and David Turton, followed by Richard and Margaret 

Fairclough who were succeeded by the Traceys.   
We are now looking for two people to follow in their footsteps (not 
necessarily a married couple) and who would be prepared to travel 
out to Namibia with the Traceys in 2023. This would give them an 
idea of what to expect by visiting the parishes and meeting our 
friends in Okathitu and Ruacana.  If you are even slightly interested 
please ring Caroline on 01204 692303 or email 
caroline.tracey@gmail.com  for a no obligation chat. 
 

JUNE UPDATE ON OUR LINKS:  The schools are now closed till mid July but pupils have done 
well and the new Principal is settling into Onanghulu School. The harvests have been poor due to 
lack of rain and Tjihozu School has bought rice as it is cheaper and  goes further.  A full report from 
the links and the Namibia Committee will be in our September issue—look out for it!! 
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.HORWICH REPAIR CAFÉ The Horwich Repair Café has opened and is based at St Elizabeth’s Church Hall, 

Cedar Avenue, Horwich 1.30—3.30pm  on the third Saturday of each month. For more info email: 

horwichrepaircafe@gmail.com Skilled people will be on hand to help with simple minor repairs that you 

can bring to us. (Our aim is not to compete with repairs of a professional kind.)  There are no charges for the 

repairs we help with, but we do ask for donations if you feel able to give something.   

 

THE CENTRE IS OPEN MON—FRI 2—4pm and SAT 10am to 12pm 

Lots of displays, documents, books, pictures, information on Horwich and its varied history; 
advice on family history research  and  

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS AND GUEST SPEAKERS (free to members, £2 for visitors) 
 

12th July 2022 David Burnham - "The Top Storey Club Fire" 
 

9th August 2022 Mark Olly - "The Celts" 
 

ALSO OPEN DAYS AND EXHIBITIONS: 

2nd July - Sept 2022 
"Rivington Reservoirs  - 175 years of history, including  their design, maps and artefacts  

For all enquiries pleas   email: CONTACT       all s                                                                            
To  contact us email: kathleen.arkwright@ntlworld.com or ring: 01204 847797 

Horwich Heritage Centre, Beaumont Road, (off Longworth Road), Horwich, Bolton, BL6 7BG 

 COMMUNITY AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

HORWICH COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Horwich Community Centre, Beaumont Road, Horwich, BL6 7BG   

Tel: 01204  668157  

Something to suit anyone from babies to pensioners!  Arts, crafts, baby and 
toddler groups, lunches, exercise—easy to tough!  

Also Citizen’s Advice Bureau provide a service on the first Friday of the 
month  9.30am—12.30pm on a drop in basis. If you have any paperwork etc 
relating to your query please ensure you bring it along.  They offer advice 
on : Welfare Benefits;  Money and Debt;  Community Care; Housing; 
Immigration and Asylum  amongst other things. If they aren’t able to advise you they will point you in the 
right direction. 

THE VICTORIA HALLS, Knowsley Street, Bolton Tel:  01204 522 569  

EAGLEY IN CONCERT—EAGLEY BAND, COMMUNITY CHOIR, COMMUNITY BAND  

9th JULY 7.30pm £5.00 admission 

-000000000000000- 

AND FOR ALL THE FAMILY— 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND—SUMMER PANTO 

29th July—9th August  £5 per ticket  

TicketSource - Discover Great Events & Things To Do Near You  

mailto:kathleen.arkwright@ntlworld.com
tel:01204668157
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on?q=The%20Victoria%20Hall%20Bolton%20family%20panto


MESSY CHURCH 2022! 

Messy Church  meets on the fourth Saturday of the month 

and for July  that is the 23rd. We meet from 4—6pm in St 

Elizabeth’s Church Hall, Cedar Avenue, 

Horwich. There will be themed fun, 

experiments, singing, food, crafts, activities! 

Why not visit: MESSY Church Horwich - Home 

| Facebook  Any queries please contact Rev Gill at: 

revgillsmart@gmail.com    
 

Please note we will not be meeting 

during August.  So for July we will 

be having a Creation theme! We are 

going to let our imaginations run 

wild creating all sorts of things  from 

what we have available—great fun! 

Photo right—one of our young 

people modelling her ‘lost coin’ 

headdress! 

.TIME4TWOS  

St Catherine’s Time 4 Two’s 

parent and toddler group is a 

time where, within a warm 

and friendly environment, 

children and parents 

together can make new 

friends while enjoying a 

range of activities that 

are fun and enjoyable while helping children 

to become school ready. We meet each 

Friday during school term times starting at 

10.30am and finishing by 12.15pm. Children 

aged between 2 and 5 years are invited 

together with their parents/carer so please 

pass the word around and keep an eye on the 

Time 4 Two’s Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/StCatherinesHorwich/  

FOREST CHURCH 

Come and join us in having fun, being 

creative, enjoying nature  and worshipping 

God at Forest Church!  Why not join us for 

an hour in the churchyard at 12noon at Rivington Church? 

We’d love to see you there.  NEXT MEETING 16th July For 

further details please contact Revd Nicola by email or by 

phone on 07706 979393.  
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FEELING CRAFTY?  
 

Our craft meetings are 

held on the first Thursday  

of each month—  

 1-30 pm in the 

Narthex at Holy Trinity 

Church. Relevant Covid precautions will be 

taken.  

 Just come along with your craft and enjoy 

yourself in like minded company.  Everybody 

welcome and yes, that means men as well!! 

OPEN DOOR   
 

Usually 2nd Thursday of the month. 

All welcome in the Narthex at Holy 

Trinity Church at 7.30pm. £3.00 per 

evening including refreshments. A 

variety of speakers and outings throughout 

the year so please come along. 

Next meeting: August 11th with Peter 

Watson talking about the origin of 

sayings!  

Horwich Parish Wiggle Tots 

 
 

 Hooray! toddler group is back again after 2 years. With a 
change of name to Wiggle Tots introducing Wiggle the Bible 
Bookworm, with crafts, stories, singing and of course toast 
and drinks served by our wonderful kitchen angels, Kathryn 
and Susan!  
Come and join us Mondays 9 – 11am term-time only, 
upstairs in the Parish Hall, Church Street. £2 for drink and 
toast. 

DID YOU KNOW? Attila the Hun  bled to death from a nosebleed on his wedding night! 

Frank Hayes, a jockey, died from a heart attack during a race in 1923, the horse carried on to win the race so 
Frank became the only dead jockey to win a race! 

Allan Pinkerton, the detective, died of gangrene after falling and biting his tongue!  

King Alexander 1 of Greece died  from blood poisoning after being bitten by  his gardener’s pet monkey! 

https://www.facebook.com/horwichstlizzies/
https://www.facebook.com/horwichstlizzies/
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CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to David and Brenda Griffiths -22
nd

 July is their 

Golden Wedding – with a service of blessing on the 17
th

 taken by 

Revd Brenda Craston at Rivington as part of the communion 

service. 

And  congratulations to Willoughby Burgess  who will be 90 on 

August 21st. 

A few belateds (we’d love to be able to congratulate people at 

the correct time so don’t forget to 

let us know in advance—thank 

you!): 

Revd Caroline Tracey 2nd June ,  Arlene Holden 

on 10th June and her husband Allan was 90 on 

24th June!  Vicky Holden was 70 on 21st June .  

Our love and best wishes to all of you. 

You may remember us mentioning Gill 

Thornley’s 90th birthday  in May- well here is a 

photo of the birthday girl having a lovely time! 

HOW YOU KNOW WHEN YOU 

ARE MIDDLE AGED! 
 

F A T  H E  R 

H E R M A N 

L O U  I  S  A 

I  S  A  B E  L 

BRAIN GAME! 

 

By drawing just two 

straight lines  in the 

box on the left can 

you put each name in 

a separate 

compartment? 

Every box of raisins is a tragic tale of grapes 
that could have been wine. 
Theme parks can snap a crystal-clear picture of 
you on a roller coaster going 70 mph, but bank 
cameras can't get a clear shot of a robber standing 
still. 
The more I get to know people, the more I realise 
why Noah let only animals on the boat. 
I never make the same mistake twice. I do it like, 
five or six times, you know, to make sure.  
We all know Albert Einstein was a genius. But his 
brother Frank was a monster. 
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FROM THE MAGAZINE:  As the Revd Michael Behrend prepares to step down from 

Acting Team Rector and let Nicola take the strain, I thought it would  be appropriate to 
include an (abridged) article written by Michael pending his arrival in Horwich! 

JULY 2002 (Queen Elizabeth's Golden Jubilee). “Introducing the Behrends” 

Michael writes “It was in January of this year that I received a phone call from the Bishop of 
Bolton’s  secretary asking me whether I might be interested in a team vicar’s post at St 
Catherine’s Horwich. While I knew where Horwich was it was only when talking with my 
mother that I found out my family had links with the area. I discovered that my mother had 
lived in Rivington during the war, and that two of my great-grandparents are buried in 
Rivington churchyard. 

I myself was brought up in the Wirral, but after university I took a job teaching maths at a 
school in Essex. Ten years later it was time to reconsider the direction of my life, and I embarked on a one 
year Bible teaching and preaching course in London. This seemed to be the path on which the Lord was 
leading me, so after an additional  year working for a church in South London, I started my two years training 
for the ordained ministry at Oak Hill college.  

It was there I met Angela, a fellow northerner from Poulton-le-Fylde. Angela had already worked for a 
Christian mission in Austria and was studying at Middlesex university with some modules at my college. We 
met in the library but fortunately there was not a strict code of silence and our friendship flourished. As I 
moved to be a curate in Whitehaven, Angela completed her  degree and moved back up to Lancashire for her 
teacher training course. And finally after two years of  conducting a long distance relationship, we were 
married in 1999.Angela has worked as R.E. teacher in Whitehaven, and when we move to Horwich, she will be 
working part-time at Rivington and Blackrod High School. 

We will miss the people in Whitehaven that we are leaving as well as walking the hills in the western Lake 
District. But we are both really pleased to be coming to Horwich. It will be good to be back closer to our 
families, but also we very much look forward to working in the community and churches of Horwich and 
Rivington. All being well we should be moving at the end of July and hope to meet you all soon.” Michael 
Behrend 

We extend our grateful thanks to Michael for his steering us through the interregnum  and the pandemic . 

 Urban Outreach need your help  donating dried and tinned food, toiletries etc  (money is also 

gratefully received) for the Grub Tubs which can be found in each of our churches. The 

meteoric rise in the cost of living  means that we are all having to count the pennies but please 

look to your hearts and purchase one or two extra items when you are shopping, that can be 

added to the Grub Tubs for those who are really struggling to feed themselves and their families.  

There is also HORWICH MINI HUB serving the people of Horwich, similar list of goods to that 

above, any of which can be left with Christine at New Chapel Lane Post Office or phone Peter 

Wright on: 07824 528502.  

ST.ELIZABETH’S CHURCH ARE HOPING TO IMPROVE THE ENTRANCE TO THEIR BUILDING 

FUNDRAISING SUGGESTIONS AND DONATIONS WANTED! A lot of money has already been raised 

but still a way to go to reach the  amount  of £110,000(and rising) needed. All donations no matter how small 

are welcome and even free loans (see below) but if you have any interesting ideas to raise funds please let the 

Churchwardens , Graham or Sharon, or a member of the PCC know. 

The front entrance needs remodelling  to allow better access for all and  replace the doors to  meet 

regulations and make them weatherproof.  

Offers of donations or interest free loans would be much appreciated. (Bank details: St Elizabeth’s PCC, Sort 

Code 01-04-35, a/c number 74765019, payment reference ‘Building Fund’),  

Brainteaser answers:  a) It is the only number to contain all the digits in alphabetical order!  

b) In Wally’s World the only law is that each word has to have double letters! 
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THINKING OF UKRAINE 

DONATIONS TO THE DEC (Disasters Emergency Committee) which comprises 

fifteen charities working together. They  will ensure your donation goes where it is needed 
most to support Ukrainian refugees fleeing the horrors of the war.  Donations can be made 
online:   
www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarianappeal   or phone - 01204 770822  or 

JustGiving - https://www.justgiving.com/dec  or by cheque to : DEC Ukraine Appeal, PO Box 999, London, 
EC3A 3AA  
 

Our local charity, International Aid Trust are welcoming financial donations but also donations of toiletries, 
healthcare and sanitary  products. In one month they have sorted, packed and dispatched twelve 45ft 
articulated lorries of aid to Ukraine. They thank everyone who has donated money, goods and time and are 
planning to send more as more donations come in. https:// International Aid Trust  or phone:  01772 611000  

or send cheques to: International 
Aid Trust, The Galleries, Croft 
Mill, Pall Mall, Chorley, Lancs PR7 
3LT. 
 

 

 

NATIONAL GIVE SOMETHING AWAY DAY—JULY 15th 

July 15th is designated  National Give Something Away Day. In a world of excess and 
immediate availability, our lives soon fill up with too much ‘stuff’.  This  day is a great 
opportunity to reduce the amount of stuff and  do something kind to/for someone. 

Suggestions are—pay for a stranger’s cup of coffee, sandwich, newspaper etc and tell them 
why—they may  do the same for someone else. Give someone flowers—that will brighten up 
their day! Give something/s to a charity shop. Give someone a smile! If you’ve never donated 
blood before  this could be an option—they are crying out for blood donors. https ://blood.co.uk  

National Give Something Away Day was established on July 15, 2015, by Linda Eaton Hall-Fulcher, a self-
proclaimed giver. On the day’s Facebook page, Linda advocates giving back to the world. According to her, this 
day is for everyone who cares. It advocates for giving to friends, family, and the less fortunate; for mindful 
consumerism; and for being more aware of our carbon footprint.  

Giving is the simplest act to exist that can brighten up another’s day, and at times really bring about a positive 
change. Whether it is something small like giving a compliment, giving your friend a jacket of yours that she 
really likes, or donating clothes to the less fortunate, these little things can have a big impact. 

UNHCR ARE HOSTING 

AN ONLINE EVENT: 

UKRAINE: BEYOND 

THE HEADLINES on 

July 6th 4.30—5.20pm 

via ZOOM. Register at 

unrefugees.org.uk/

rsvp  There will be 

guest speakers who 

are working on the 

ground supporting 

families in Ukraine 

and nearby countries. 

Any queries ring 0203 

761 8094  

21st June it sold for  £84.5million! 

https://internationalaidtrust.org.uk/
https://www.blood.co.uk/


BELOW THE PIKE 

BELOW THE PIKE is published by the Team Council of the Anglican Churches of Horwich and Rivington.  Its 
aim is to link the Team Churches with each other and the wider community of Horwich. The contents are not 
exclusively religious, but encompass any matters of Christian or local concern. Anyone who would like to 
make such a contribution, through the Editorial Team, is most welcome (details below). Please be aware 
that the articles printed do not necessarily reflect the thoughts of the Editor or Editorial Team who are: 
Editor - Margaret Broadfoot   690283  or   email: mbroadfoot283@btinternet.com  
Nicola Butterworth (Team Rector)  07706 979393;   Michael  Behrend (Team Vicar)  01204 697162; Gloria  
Long  01204 692035;  David Griffiths 469621; Luca Kelly ; Ian Winnard 01204 694005 

URGENTLY REQUIRED IS A REPRESENTATIVE FOR ST ELIZABETH’S—INTERESTED? PLEASE GET IN TOUCH 

With many thanks to The Print Quarter for their excellent service & the quality and printing of this magazine 
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St. Catherine’s Seniors’ Jubilee Tea:  Our Social Committee has looked at ways to reconnect with 

parishioners since the lifting of all covid restrictions.  Everyone has been missed and we are hoping people will 

come back.  As Queen Elizabeth II celebrates her Platinum Jubilee with various events and parties and an extra 

Bank Holiday St Catherine’s joined with her in holding a Senior Jubilee Afternoon Tea on the 2nd of June 2022.   

All Seniors that were known to the parish and many other friends were invited and many came.  In addition to 

sandwiches, salad, crisps, cakes, tea, and coffee the room was decorated with red, white, and blue bunting and 

balloons.  Lots of reconnections were made with conversation and laughter. Brains and memories were taxed 

with a quiz created by the Mother’s Union.  Chocolate Orange prizes were given to the winning team who 

achieved a score of 40 out of 50 questions. 

 There were several Seniors unable to come who gave their apologies.  The team were keen to include them in 

the celebrations and made-up picnic bags that were delivered to them on the day.  The jolly afternoon ended 

after giving thanks to everyone there for coming, those who helped with preparations and planning and finally, 

of course, with a great 3 cheers for Queen Elizabeth, herself. Elisabeth Ginniff  (photos on the cover) 

All were invited to attend an Over 60’s Holiday Club at St Catherine’s 12noon-3pm for lunch, company and 

activities on Tuesday August 30th, Wednesday August 31st and Thursday 1st September  at St. Catherine’s. 

ZOLA BUYS HER FIRST CAR 
 

 Opening the door into St. Catherine’s Church on the afternoon of its Jubilee Celebration Table Top Sale, 2 year 
old Zola headed straight to the table laden with colourful toys.  Promptly grasping at a large red tractor she 
wandered off with her find leaving Nanny Caroline to pay for it.   
She was next seen eyeing up all the toffees laid out on the upturned cards wondering which ones she could 
help herself to.  Grandpa David intervened paying Nigel for her to have her choice from the pack of cards now 
held out to her.  A grab at the items on the table would have been a better option but she selected a card and 
came away with a pack of Haribos  
 As the tractor was becoming cumbersome Zola returned it to the toy stall.  It was then that she spied her 
dream car, a blue, yellow and green sports car.  Sticking her bum in the air she pushed it along the floor to the 
next stall ……. CUP CAKES!  Rows and rows of cakes - all waiting to be eaten!  Why had she not been brought to 
this place before? 
 Grandpa headed over to the tombola stall eyeing up a bottle of whisky with the number 125 on it!  Unfolding 
the ticket he said loudly “1,2,5” and then quietly “is the number I want to get”.  Pam screeched and went to 
present him with the bottle.  He ended up with a scented candle.  The generous lady next to him was 
purchasing tickets for the many children with her and announced that if she won the whisky he could have it – 
not only was it Zola’s day but the whisky was won and handed to Grandpa, who said he would give it to Nanny 
as he did not care for whisky.  She then won a case of fruit cider and as she did not drink alcohol also gave it to 
Grandpa. So a great afternoon was had by the three: A sports car for Zola, a bottle of whisky for Nanny and 
some cider for Grandpa! Caroline Tracey  (Photos of  Zola and the Table Top Sale on the cover) 



Clockwise from top left: Holy Trinity Jubilee Lunch; St Catherine’s Jubilee 

magnolia tree; Kath & Stephen Jackson’s Golden Wedding renewal of vows;  

Oliver ‘The Robot’ and Imogen Wakefield on Rivington’s Justice Sunday; Lucy 

with her Messy Church mobile;  3 scenes from Wiggle Tots including the tea and 

toast ladies, Susan and Kathryn! 



Bottom row:  Zola and her new car 

bought at St Catherine’s table top sale! 

(see page 14) Forest Church for all ages;  

Rivington’s  Prayer Garden dedication 

Top: our ALMs on retreat at Whalley 

Abbey; Middle: Churches Together in 

Horwich’s World Day of  Prayer service 

at Holy Trinity; Ethan from St 

Elizabeth’s  doing his DofE skills training 


