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__iMEN ON ATOLL' REPORT SPARKS DAL DRAMA

RAF bomber disappears:
= with fen
aboard

SIS, PLANES N BUGE

‘ This was the headline in the Singapore paper
i December 1938, The other drama
mentioned was the disappearance of an
Australian schooner which had been missing
for 10 weeks. A non stop search was
initiated for the missing Shackleton. British
Catrcraft from Singapore were joined by the
those of the b based in Mantla and those of

s e the Philippines Air Force. The British

L E}mztfi atrcraft included 4 Shackletons and a

PLANE s s onin i e sunderland of 205 Squadron, Seletar,

- ,,::;’;,.i;.*‘ﬁ:ik"m'm{f.’m 2 Bristol Freighters from 41 Squadron Mew

3 el LR 7l 4 Hastings of 48 Sepadron and

6 Valettas of 52 Squadron
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WHERE IS MVSTERY BOAT? WHAT OCCURRED NEXT? |

Missing plane. A double

poser for
air force

SINGATORE, ''hursday.

I'H-EI FPar Haxi Awr Force were faced -with o

doublé mystety todiyriie they contimned gne
of the biggesl senrch operitions in their higtory
‘i un effort to frace an RAY Shackleton which
Vg been missing narth of Barnes sinve noon
i Taisiday,

They want 0o know: what fappened to Lin

The Shackleton had taken off from Labuan at
farm on aregular anti-pirate patrol

At Bam 1t was diverted to a posttion where a
United States Navy atrcraft had reported
sighting 13 people marooned on areef.
When the Shackleton arrived at the scene it
directed anearby fishing vessel to the reef.
The plane notified Seletar that the boat had
successfully completed its rescue at noon. It

. ; : } f]tﬁt .lLLei a'l.ﬂ T IS rh: Jl:ugc TRl rEport o]

X I un Tapsigy, And wa.nr Ten A
then sad that 1t was continuing tts patrol. . ity M i by pitn o e
That was the last that was heard from the gir- 7020 & ShS3L aboul 200 mikes nortn of Lalusn, |

tra&.

VOLUNTEERS JOIN THE BIG AIR SEARCH

INGAPORE, Fri. — An  oen ] ".IF"'E Ellm-mnd. ;:um »}'dr rlﬁy wn Ly fevedshly to gt them o
‘ il Hlehilnyr sl 188 B radin TPF"]T., L S 3 ﬁu‘“lugi the m®iT "l“'ﬁhl. LHJ‘|1,'
uc;:{m:;.'cheuremwﬁ 15' when  elrcling g boas | b the fetion vy bad | moming i

men feom g cord  wtol
nodti of Labian v Tuos
day 1y bellecest o have
bended for Permoss,

The Unlbed Bletes Nevy hosa
4 RFangley ool near
Marlk  poporiad  todav
Ginh this way e oy in-
{ormetion it Hgd reeeived
abuul 1he milkging. boat,

Meamwhile 4 round  the
ploak gegieh o an HAR
Shackielon airetwdt which
ispgenred  on Tuesday
pontiieed tadey

I Shnckletan, which had

casted o0 the atall about |4  Brillshorepletersd sl

280 mites norh of Lahuan |
whon 10 hednd

which kad geoe (o the
10z,

The big seatch ks been: @3-

tended to cover mire of
the adfeining arens arcund
ihe positlon 1ast re gorbed
by the alrgraft — -
gees narth and 114.05 de-
ITEP3 ERAL,

The operational base ot

Dlanes taking part [n {ke
searea b toon swleched
Irem Singar. 2 {0 Labuun
1 roiden It_w:ie:‘ for. shem
W takea "hreatber

Altogether 20 planes am

In the eedrch,

the 5185-ton Eimanis bag

tEal the | Sailed 0 the cearch m'm

B |
| g

walars" fou .hl,'...]"‘p.hn

Early Wlay, twe Fastings
and 4 Bhackleton, wiich
lett RAF Changi fo ol
the seqreh earsied a Gotal
of 17 woluateers wha were
to noh fg “oxten Gves” lo
the aearch

Th FEAE laber repoacted that
all alveraft toking parl
e seoren o carrying
TR

A SEiamenh said the senreh

| Bsd taken in saining

cchalal sreds and wag hpa

e plsked infand,

{ As-seateh plunes recurmed fo
Chargl lasi nigat, the
trews  worked

{AL e

Al Tag gIerait wer
hwncly eeports as il:e;r flew
aver fhe piolls, reefs mnd
lergely unfraguented wa-
terg of the Bomth China
Bea ab o hwiend of only
B0 feet

Lata fanight, an RAPg
man zald ope  of fhe
Bhan:].'ltuan.g would raturn
to Chiacgi tn refucl
L is doing ThIS fa eaver
11: 803, D ety Elnganors
hd North  Bories  emee
a=in i case the mising
plang miphg ba Tngk in fha

HERTS

oiner FEAR plavies
landed a1 Laban or hases
fn North Berneo,

maklng
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plane is

cay foday.

Twenly sareraft comoed in
aver widening efpcles large
atess of the Soukh Ching sea
avd Burneo, Bui it was
L vaim,

Thers ware oo - feace oo of

| wHIEN tpseued 18 Ten ITOD
‘an abell 40 milex aorth of
Tabuzn on Taesday. It was
Laik seent, heading for For

moe. s _

The Shacklaton, which had
dushud to the atoll, whan Il
heard qnont (he  marooned
e sent (s last radlo raport

THE Far East Air Force's big search for an RAF S
leton missing since Tuesday, entered ifs fourth

Parricipating im the searel

the puigeniined shing Bouk P or e sngoelons 4

Day 4—hunt for lost

still on

SINCAPORE. Sa urdaﬂ-.

are oue  sundetlend, fou
ghaklaionz, five

iwo RNZAT Bristol Fralzhters
ard fwo T8, Alr  Fomt

pattolling 3000 ft. above th

lothers gebing oy o masie
‘aerial nadin’ station  aiving

‘mazimwm  rapge o G
slgnals  cachanged  bebweot
the searching: alyorafs,

ack- |

: 1 Hastipgs
a1 |8ix  Valetias of tht RAF

pontinue  “uialited
furkher notice

A N ATRORART faking
L part in the search
for a RAF Shackleton
migsing since Dec §
today sighled wreck-
age oo 4 real iy fhe
China 8ca, 300 ntiles
rorth of Labunn.

e Revol Wew Zegland
Newy frigale  Dotoltl has
beEn &ant fn the aren to
inuertlzate. I o - expestid
1o doed oosearel patty on
the reed 8000 alter dark to-
DT
Anatncr Bhackielon — gre
of dlx RAT airerath swesp-
Tep the dfen on the sevonth
daiy of the search — spankted
ihe wreekase shis Lorning,

An Alr Fumee gpukesman
sald the Skarsleton | te-
morted thar ff hod slgbbed
"obiecls which  may be
ralated fo0 the misding ol

i 1 wos deniing the foseue

Bt the alr foree author!ties
have npl ghiem up hona

A mpoleamarn for tne TEAT |
auid that the operailon would |

| tifeation number

Entl

| SINGAPORE,

I'uesda;'

Crit” on the Sl Cowe
Tisof, &30 decres:  porth
and 1420 derrees ek,
This  pewslbion ls only &
{ow mlies from where the

missine Bhackletin  made |

16 last eidio 2epatt ol noon

s [

The seazeh alroralt e
norted tackh whet  looked
ke the markings and Jden-
i the
rieing Shickleton were v
stole on: lag el

Bup the RAD spokpsman
sl this regorn shonld be
Crepded with eqution untl
the gaval perly bad Yo
ad thit area,

Shankleton erashed mesr g
TRCE it th ATEA Trom whish
g fast racly mossage was
trantrnm:tned.

o AT Foree sources |n Jag-
salln mald thers were |n-
cleetions shat uh legst soma
of the crew had  suryived
and plgeed sigmals ah (e
tecf o attrant searol glr-
gralt,

Searchers, however, Huwe
fond oo sim ol strevo,

A R.-P.E ahokesman safd
Iate topisht that  rentuls
B0 fap piovice 19 eonfirme
oula thag Uhere Are gy
AUrlars.

NMeither the BAP un [he

A North Bornsn Gavirns | Novil Bormeo  Goveenmend

b alatement fodey suid
thera was  evideoce the

have besn able to teane the
myatery fishing boah T du,

Search aircraft spots wreckage

IS IT THE MISSING PLANE? CONFIRMATION TODAY

which the misine  plang
THOCMED Ld pleked op 13
men Jrom &.1egthy aioll
The Tér Frat Adr Fores
}Erln;ﬂ Teliused  mames ol
Eoetiw of fhe [Gissin
S duton, )
Thep are; Fli /Lt WAS
Bontell, of North  Nafu),
Bouth - Afrien: FitiLb, B
Bowater, of South Kirkhy,
Eneland,  FILAL A G
Monre, of Rugeley, Stallyrd-
zilee; 0, MAC, Jones, of
gt Cropdon.  Sorrey;
Macter Bienaller T Bfewart:
Fit/Sei - BL Osen,  of
Givalihnal, Angisey: Fit
But. DHG.N Daney: S,
%E. Ei)éanﬁth;cu}f Remlord,
eitds 6t P0, Bornlew, of
Liingham, Burrey: REE.', B
Muskall, of Novsitgham
Mz AR MiTler  ucting
g:jjj;:tjn Gﬁimaxlumner of
1108, North Bovnds, was
@66 gboard,
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| FLIER FOUND BURIED

Eobe for SEaly survivel wib
ababdoned today following
|rimatipand mystifying dis
¢overy of the body of one of
the erew 0o grage omon
lonely coral atell about 300
(mile norty of Lebuen,

b eleventh men o the
plunie, North Berneo's aeting
mputy Bolice Commissianer,
Mr. AR, Miler, alse élad In
the tragedy. ;

The glave wis fanzid By
landinz parw from tha New
Zealand  Ttigate,  Hotoitl,
which rased @ the tiny atell,
the &in Cowe Reaf, to inves-
tigats Iﬂwﬂk that the wrosk-
age i the {l-fated aterafi
lad lzen seen Lhare.

The body, dressed in 4 fly-
|ing Enit WS taken 1o La-
buga, Froi tiere, 1L was
g (il

i
Idecfificntion.

No wreckage

The Zrigate signalled the
DEws 0F discovety - Elnga-
pore at midday, Tt wag ajsn
learned faen that thete was
1o ﬂﬁh whateosver of iy
aireraft wretkage an the reef
"We ate  uow  convineod
that thers ara 1o enrvivor; in

ihie crash," & Dites-
man mﬁ' fhe Brmitaap'mum
Tonight.

“We are now frying o
agtabllsh" he sald, “how the
r:gﬂ[,h' eame to be buriad on the

why i was burled and

by’ v.ham‘ .

Aot twe miles Trom tuz
Bin Cowe Reef s & Iitte ds
and with & Lshing *:.lluge
The snaesman ceclined 1o
epeculage on the  possibility
fhes the wliagers there

gnd buried it

Ha slse dismised (e pos-
sibility that the daid sirman
mibghy e been I:u.rle:{hy
armlvore n’ﬂ&%haumm

mlght ngve found the bodyv|

Atoll find deepens
plane mystery

BINGAFORE, fWednesdag.
THF‘ 10 members of the crew of the tussing Singd-
pare-pesed RAF Shacklplon airerafs ave all fiead.

i =i ——— ==

A fisherman solves|
the mystery of the‘
missing bomber

S INGAPORE,
Thurs.—It was a
keen-eved North

Borneo  fisherman
who  solyed the
biggest air mys-

terv of {he year here
_the RAF Shackle-
ton homber which
vanished ~ over the

(hina Sea on Dee. 9.
An RAF spokesman
today told the incre-

| dible story of how the

| fisherman had seen the

Shackleton  plummet

" down to the sea and

memorised it§ identifl-
cation markings before
it disappeazed heneath
the waves. -

Tne fishermon had later
matked the “dentification
mimbers of the crashed
Shackleton in the gress on
g tiny coral aioll nearby
o atrart apsrching sir-
cralt,

| I was these markings

that hud finally led to
{he solution of the mystery
of the missing aircraft
and the end of the most
imfensive combined alr
and Sea reseue operation
in the history of [he Far
East Air Force.

The spokesman suic the

figherman’s story, as told
fo 4 Naval landing paniy
yemerday, proved that al
11 men aboard lhe Saack-

leton had disd in the erash.

Observant man

This i3 lhe official re-
ronstruction of what hup-

pened; |
The caplain of 2
small ~ fishing ereft

saw the RAF Shackleron
(rord 205 Equadton crash
nto the &ea near a small
atoll in the Sn Cowe reef
chout 300 miles north of
Ladbuan, in the China Sea.
The fishing captain, wio
Was @ (nosl GUSEryall; man,
wemorised oo identifien-
Cottirmed over page...........
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Cortirned from previous page...

fion number of the Shick-
leten hefare #ocrashed,

The fisning boat went to
the seene of the frash ang
recovered the dead  Body
cf ohe of crew members of
the Shackleloz, No other
hoGles  or wigukage  Was
geen,

The {sheemen toos the
body lo 2 hesrby athli—
ofly two miles away from
faeir awre fzhitng village—
and buried b
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It wae  seen from e
aerinl  oholographs  that
Che markings on the swnd
were dellnibely the same ad
Lhose of Lhe missing Shack-
lalon,

The Royal New Zealand
Navy, frigate Tiotoill was
immediately ordered fo in-
vegligate and a parly was
landed on the atell early
yesterday,

They found the prave of
the dead awman, bul no
sipng of life, The purly
diginterrad the body,

Meanwhile, the Alaon
hed senl @ landing party
1o & nearby Zshing village
fo 1ry fo find ouf whefher
anyone had seen the erash.

They fourd the fHeher-
waf who fold them  the
whoie stoty,

The kody of the dead
garmen will be husied with
[l ar ferce Hovomr as
Changl tomorrow

They erecled o meke-
shitt erogs above his grave

The: captaln of the fish-
g vessel then cub oub Hhe
markings Br205, which he
had zeen on lhe alriéealt,
in huee 100 letters it the
PrRAE,

Saw marks

Low-flying search  gil-
et fipst saw the mark-
ings ¢n Monday. They
rabired an Tnesaay
prornin and photosraphed
L whele: gtall,

The picture above shows the underside of the
cross o which the fishermen marked the date and
fime of the crash -13h 55m TIME 9 DEC 1995
The grave to the left matks thebody of

Flt 5gt Dancy, His was the body found by the
fishermen Hewas originally bunied m

Uly Panadan cemetery, butin 1975 the Singa-
pore

government removed all the bodies and reburnied
them at Kranpn, where there 15 a proper war
memonial. Allthe newspaper cuttings came from
The Strasts Times, an English Newspaper in
singapore, They were sent to me wathe Parish
News On Line site by Dave Kelly who 15 the
fiaticee of Tane Dancy, the daughter of Flt Sgt
Dancy. Jane was the younger daughter of Dave
and MNancy Dancy who returned to Britain with
her Mother and older sister Anne after the crash,

Dave 15 cusrently researching the events of that time and [ would like to thank him for all the
information which has enabled this article to be written.

The cross, together with the lid on the font, were brought back to UK in 1972 when 205
Squadron left Singapore. St Eval at that time was also used as the RAF 5t Mawsgan Church and

it was considered appropriate that they should rest there (1l Lovegrove



Memorial Service 6th December 2008

The idea for a 50th Anniversary service began earlier in the year and over the
coming months by spreading the word through various RAF organisations and
contacts, relatives of several crew members were found as well as other people
associated with the crash. In addition, delving through John Shapland’s
historical St Ewval Collection, letters from other interested people were found.
Contact was made with John Elias who was the captain of the crew who found
the cross on Sm Cowe Island and with Alan Nichol who was the regular co-pilot
on the crew but did not fly on that day due to illness. Through all the emails
flying around it was even possible to reunite some people with friends with
whom they had lost contact.

The Venerable Brian Lucas took the service together with Rector Graham. As
Sqn Ldr Lucas he was the padre at RAF St Mawgan in 1971 and he met the
aircraft and brought the cross and font cover to St Eval. St Eval at that time was
used as the RAF Church,

After 50 vears It was quite difficult to trace relatives of all the crew but at the
service was Doreen Bowater, widow of co-pilot Flt Lt Stanley Bowater and
Nancy Taylor, widow of F.Sgt Dancy the Air Engineer. Both had several of
their family with them. Also present was Martin Sixsmith, brother of Sgt
Sixsmith and Mrs Audrey Hext, sister of Sgt Peter Marshal. Mrs Anne Dorrell,
sister of Sgt Peter Barnley could not come to the service but very generously
paid for all the flowers. Over 80 people attended the service which was simple
but moving and the Act of Remembrance took place in front of the cross. Mrs
Taylor and Mrs Bowater both laid wreaths and the names of the crew were read
out. During the service a facsimile of the “Shackleton Register” was presented
to the church. This register lists all the names of aircrew that have lost their
lives in Shackleton aircraft. The original is held at the National Memorial
Arboretum in Staffordshire. This register has taken its place alongside the other
two memorial books at the rear of the south aisle.

Refreshment time afier the service provided an opportunity for people with a
common interest to chat together. From relatives and friends of the crew we
learnt how hard it had been at the time, not just because of their loss, but
because little support had been provided to the families by the RAF authorities.
Some of the families had never met one another as they all lived out in private
accommodation. It was left to friends and other family to help pick up the
pieces. The crash took place on 9 December and before Christmas all the
families had left the Far East and contact in most cases with other crew
members was lost. When the cross was returned to St Mawgan in 1971 none of
the families were aware of the fact and it is only in the ensuing years that some
of them have learnt of its location and managed to visit.



