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YEARBOOK 2021-22 
 

Electoral Roll Report  

Report to follow at the ADCM    

 

Kathy Foster, Electoral Roll Officer  

 

District Church Council Report  

The Annual District Church Meeting on 25th April 2021 took place during the Sunday morning service to follow 

the Covid lockdown controls and advice with 16 members present. Pat Clarke and Carol McKee were again 

nominated as Churchwardens for the year, and duly formally elected at the Annual Parish Meeting. The 

Churchwardens are automatically, by virtue of holding that office, members of the DCC for the year. The 

following members of the congregation were elected at the ADCM to serve on the DCC: Grace Silvera (who also 

continues as Deanery Synod representative), Andrew Whittington, Javid Gullabi, Smile Imoh (subsequently 

elected Treasurer), Valerie Kennealy, Kathleen Foster and Wendy Churchill. 

Details of the 2021 ADCM are in the minutes which will be available to view at the 2022 ADCM. 

The DCC met eight times during the year and throughout the year we have reviewed the current Covid guidance 

as the pandemic has waxed and waned. At all times we considered all points of view and wanted above all for 

everyone attending to feel they could be safe in respect of face coverings, sanitiser, and distancing even when the 

rules were reduced. 

We now have a more open environment and hall bookings are recovering which is important from a financial 

perspective as well as facilitating activities in the town. 

Safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults remained an issue and again we finished the year with no 

Safeguarding Officer for St Michael's. 

I hope this brief note gives some idea of what the DCC does but if you would like to know anything further or 

would be interested in becoming a member of the DCC please speak to me or any of the DCC members or 

alternatively if would like to attend a meeting you would be most welcome. 

Andrew Whittington, DCC Secretary 

Churchwardens Report  

Firstly I would like to thank the people who helped to keep our church open, sanitised and safe for our members 

throughout the lockdown restrictions and regulations. It was much appreciated and helped to ensure that church 

life continued in the best way possible. 

The routine maintenance and upkeep of the church and hall continued as usual. The boilers, gas heaters and fire 

extinguishers were serviced. The PAT testing was carried out and the lightning conductor checked with the 

stolen pieces of copper replaced and ‘Smart watered’. The Archdeacons Inspection was carried out on her behalf 

by Laura Hewitt, the Area Dean and we were pronounced to be in good heart. 

The marriage registers and certificates have been returned to the Registrar’s office as instructed by Government, 

since the church will no longer issue certificates after a wedding. The organ needed some emergency work done 

and we were able to call on the expertise of someone who lives in Ross on Wye to do the necessary work. Risk 

Assessments and Health and Safety surveys have been carried out on a regular basis to make sure that St 

Michaels remained a safe environment. The annual Health and Safety and Fire Risk Assessment was also 

completed. 
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Extensive work has been carried out in the hall – the disabled toilet underwent a refit, thanks to a grant obtained 

by Louise. A new window overlooking the car park was fitted (again courtesy of the same grant) and some 

outside painting to the windows facing onto the patio was done. A new cold water tank was fitted, new taps and 

stop cocks fitted in the kitchen as well as new taps in the ladies toilet and  a leak in the wastepipe was fixed. A 

new tap was also fitted in the flower kitchen. A routine visit from the Fire Brigade advised us that the emergency 

lighting in the hall was not fit for purpose and this will be rectified in 2022. 

Two fruit trees were planted in the church grounds, a tree in the corner of the car park, by the hall, was removed 

and the undergrowth at the rear of the hall and church tidied. The Air Cadets cut the hedge and grass once again. 

The gutters have been cleaned, a new ramp installed from a fire exit in the hall (covered by a generous donation) 

and the security light over the car park entrance was replaced. 

The hall is once again open for business as most of our regular groups have returned (we lost 5 groups in all) 

with 2 new groups joining us. The hall hosted 16 children’s parties, 1 wreath making class, 2 groups from U3A, 

a fitness session and the Welcome cafe. We are also a safe retreat for Fairbanks Lodge should the need arise. 

As always my thanks to the very very few who help to keep our church in good shape. Thank you to the cleaners, 

the flower arrangers, and all on the coffee rota. We need Welcomers  (if you are interested speak to me) as well 

as someone to keep the brass shiny. My thanks to Grace and her team for cleaning the hall after children’s 

parties, to David for his work on the grass and church grounds and to my son in law for doing any bits of DIY 

that crop up. My thanks as always to Carol for her support and role as resident DJ. 

We look forward to another good year together 

Pat Clarke, Churchwarden  

Barnet Deanery Synod Report  
Report to follow to the DCC   

 

Treasurer’s Report and Accounts  

Attached / available at the ADCM  

 

Costs:  It costs over £900 a week to run St Michaels. Our income comes from many directions, including fees, 

hall letting, stewardship, offerings, fairs, fund-raising, Vicar’s challenge, public donations and occasional grants.  

A Stewardship Sunday was held in January. See Stewardship leaflet for details of online and text-based giving. 

A generous grant has been awarded from Herts Sports Partnership for Keep Fit at the Welcome Café.  

 

Budget for 2022-23 
 

Our Target Income so we can balance the books in 2022 is £42,850.00:  

Target income from Giving & Offerings = £19,250 

Target income from Hire of Hall = £21,000 

Target income from Fund-Raising = £1,000  

Target income from other sources = £2,600 
 

Charitable Support: The 3 charities selected this year are The Peace Hospice, RNIB, Mind  

 

Safeguarding  

Our Parish has adopted the Diocesan Safeguarding Policy which is found at: 

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/safeguarding/ 

Our Parish Safeguarding Officer is Mrs Hazlyn Hazel who can be contacted for advice or concerns etc. on 07977 

185 174 or hazelnutti@hotmail.com.   

Some positions in St Michael and All Angels are subject to mandatory safeguarding checks – including clergy, 

wardens, PCC members and those who teach or lead children and young people. All activities (not just 

children’s) are risk-assessed and risks assessments are now being reviewed by the PCC.  At present we have no 

District Safeguarding Officer for St Michael and All Angels, a situation that has remained for some years.  

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/safeguarding/
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Overview of the Worshipping Year  

We have kept in step with national and local restrictions concerning public worship during the pandemic, with 

services and prayers in church and online.  Following vigorous discussion by the DCC, new service booklets are 

being kept to a minimum / not being used. In addition to weekly Sunday morning services and Parish Services: 

 Sunday Evening Prayer is now held every week, unless the Vicar is away, via zoom.  

 Mid-week services were introduced in June 2021 on a monthly basis. They usually follow the Book of 

Common Prayer Order for Holy Communion. They often occur on a Saint’s day or other festival. 

 Other special services in 2021-22 included:    

Good Friday Prayer Walk 

Good Friday Hour at the Cross 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross by Zoom  

Christian Aid Service (May 2021) 

Praise in the Park (August 2021)  

Pet Blessing Service in the Church garden (September 2021)  

Michaelmas Songs of Praise (September 2021)  

Memorial Service (October 2021) 

Harvest / Patronal service (October 2021)  

Remembrance Service (November 2021)  

Carols in the Stable at the Wellington Pub (December 2021) 

Welcome Cafe Carols (December 2021) 

Carol Service (December 2021) 

Christingle + Nativity (December 2021)  

Stewardship Sunday (January 2021)  

Holy Communion led by the Bishop of Hertford (January 2021) 

Youth Church-led Sunday Services  

Accession Day Service with the Air Cadets (February 2021) 

Pathways Service (February 2021)  

Memorial Service (February 2022)  

Ash Wednesday Services (March 2022) 

Vigil for Ukraine (March 2022)  

 

Welcomers: Welcomers give a warm and friendly welcome to everyone who arrives in Church, handout out 

service sheets and hymn books, give welcome packs to newcomers and help them find their way. Please see Pat 

Clarke if you would like to know more / join the rota.  

 

Intercessors: Thanks to all who have helped lead the Sunday morning Intercessions this past year: Pat, Grace, 

Noel, Joel, Ethan, David, Margaret, Rosie, Lex, Andrew, Marian, Wendy, Kathy. Please see Revd Louise if you 

are interested, support given.      

 

Scripture Readers: Thanks to all who have faithfully read the Scriptures on Sundays: Winnie, Marian, David, 

Lex, Margaret, Wendy, Smile, Felicity, Andrew, Alpha, Noel, Joel, Ethan, Carol, Javid 

 

Hospitality Rota  
After a gap of two years, it has been lovely to join together over coffee (or tea) after the Sunday morning service. 

We started slowly – after ‘special’ services, such as the Carol service, and the visit from Bishop Michael. When 

we were joined by the Air Cadets in February it was back to normal (almost). Due to circumstances such as poor 

health, infirmity and members moving on, the number of people on the rota has greatly reduced. Currently this 

means them taking a turn every three weeks. So I would like to make a plea for more volunteers. The job is not 

onerous – it involves setting up before the service, and then leaving before the final hymn to finish the 

preparations, serve and wash-up. Just don’t forget the milk, or to take the tea-towels home to wash! Oh, and the 

requirement needed to be on the rota – age 16+. That is it! Thank you to all the current members of the rota. 

 

Carol McKee, Churchwarden  

 

Church Cleaning: Everyone loves a clean and tidy church. Much help is needed. Church cleaning is generally 

held on the 1
st
 Sunday in the month from 10.00-11.00am.    

 



 
Mission Action Plan: Our overall vision is “To be a Church that pursues the Five Marks of Mission”. Our most 

recent full review of our Mission Action Plan was in early 2020. Congregants were invited from Jan-Mar 2022 to 

share their thoughts and ideas via the MAP boxes. The DCC will conduct a full review in May-June.   

 

Social and Fund-Raising  

 

Poetry and Pastries in the Vicarage garden (May 2021) 

Meal & prayers with Young Climate Christians walkers to COP 26 in Glasgow (August 2021) 

Hike ‘n Bike Eco-Relay (September 2021)  

All Creatures Great and Small Family Quiz for World Wildlife Fund (September 2021)  

Michaelmas Fair (September 2021)  

Church stall at Cowley Hill Community Day (October 2021)  

Scrabble Afternoon with Fish and Chip Supper (November 2021)  

Advent Sunday Street Market (November 2021) 

Red Cross Quiz for Afghanistan + Fish and Chip Supper (February 2022) 

Aycliffe Road Community Gardens Planting Project (February 2022)  

Lent Group – The Virtues (Mar-Apr 2022) 

Weekly Welcome Café since August 2021 (Thursdays, 1.30pm-2.45pm)  

 

Baptisms and Confirmations:  
Baptisms - there have been 10 Baptisms in church during 2021-22 

Confirmations – Following an 8-week Confirmation Group, three young people were confirmed in November – 

Ethan Ngugi, Noel Ramesh and Joel Ramesh  

 

Funerals:  Five funerals have been conducted at Michael and All Angels during the year.  

 

Weddings: There were no weddings at St Michael’s this year 

 

Prayer Chain: We are willing to receive your prayer requests. These requests will remain confidential to the 

Team. We will pray daily for one month, unless renewal is requested. We hope the person who requests the 

prayers will let us have any follow up details. Marian Walker 020 8953 7370 or Kathy Foster 020 8905 1365 

 

Youth Church: Thanks to a generous ‘Youth Relaunch Grant’ from St Albans Diocese for 11-17 years olds, we 

were able to take 8 young people and 3 adult helpers to Nando’s for a Christmas meal out. Flowers were given to 

all the mums and helpers to say thank you for their care during the difficult months. Other Youth Church events 

have included Pancake Party and Youth-led services. The YMCA approached St Michael’s in January and a 

Youth Café is to open at the Mirzan Café once a week in April. Thanks to Rosie Sullivan and Grace Silvera.  

 

Air Cadets: Revd Louise is Chaplain to RAFAC 1372 Squadron, Borehamwood. The Cadets attended church in 

February; they helped with the gardening, planted over 300 bulbs and took part in the Aycliffe Road community 

gardens event.  Letters of support to Ukrainian Embassy were written in March.   

 

Schools Ministry: Assemblies and schools visits to church are now once again a regular feature of Louise’s 

diary. We continue to pray for all our local schools. We enjoy support with publicity in schools from Pathways.  

 

Junior Church: No Sunday Schools sessions have been held this year. There was no take up on planned events 

for Wild @ St Michael’s.  

 

Knit and Natter: Have been busy knitting and raised £168 in funds for church. They meet on the 1
st
 Thursday of 

every month, at the Welcome Café.  

 

Mothers Union: Members have stayed in touch by phone and supported everyone in prayer.  

 

Borehamwood Foodbank  
Report to follow to the DCC 

Elstree and Borehamwood Christian Council  

Report to follow to the DCC  

Vicar’s Remarks – at the meeting                       
 

LRC 30/03/22 


