
Sermon June 5th 2022 - Pentecost 

 

Today feels more than a little overwhelming! For starters it’s Pentecost so I should begin by wishing each 

and everyone of us Happy Birthday because today we celebrate the beginning of God’s church - that’s us! 

And this year we are also amidst the celebrations of 70 years of our Queen’s reign - her Platinum Jubilee. 

And alongside all these celebrations, it is my last day here at the Good Shepherd. So all in all rather 

overwhelming! 

 

But let’s turn to our first celebration - Pentecost. Like Christmas and Easter, these Pentecost verses are so 

familiar as we read them year on year but I just want to share some things that struck me as I read them 

and read about them this time. Pentecost was one of three pilgrimage festivals in the Jewish Calendar 

known as the Feast Of Weeks and it fell 50 days after Passover. So Jerusalem was once again filled with 

Jewish pilgrims from every point of the compass. Just before the Ascension, Jesus told the disciples to go to 

Jerusalem to wait for the gift that God had promised. And so here they were too, waiting. The description 

of what happened is quite vivid - I can imagine the disciples gathered together probably behind locked 

doors, so unsure still of what will happen. Just ten days before they had watched as Jesus ascended into 

heaven having had Him alongside them, on and off, for forty days since His horrific crucifixion and 

miraculous resurrection. They must have felt totally overwhelmed - as if they were living in a bizarre dream 

wondering when they’d wake up from it all - a true, “pinch me” moment!  

 

And then “suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 

house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to 

rest on each of them” verses 2 and 3. I expect that this description of this astounding experience was 

Luke’s best way of describing the indescribable - but the wind and fire are so significant. I think his wording 

“it seemed like tongues of fire” is not because it was the best comparison he could come up with but 

because he’d never seen anything like this before - fire above people’s heads??? It’s more like a “you’re 

not going to believe this but there was a storm around us, inside and actual flames above our heads but no 

one was getting burnt!!” I’m reminded here of other occasions where winds were encountered in the 

Bible. In creation God made a wind pass over the water so that it subsided and revealed land; in Exodus 10 

it was the wind that brought the plague of locusts; in Exodus 14 God swept the water of the Red or Reed 

Sea aside with a “strong east wind” so His people fleeing slavery could escape the persuing Egyptians. In 



Numbers 11 - a wind brought the quail to the complaining Israelites in their camp in the wilderness. Again 

and again we read of God working through the wind. One of my favourite passages is from 1 Kings when a 

dejected and frightened Elijah is hiding in a cave when God speaks to him. God’s voice was not in the 

“great and powerful wind”, nor the earthquake, nor the fire but in a “gentle whisper” - I can imagine an 

almost indistinguishable breeze . I would imagine it was not unlike a moment when for no apparent reason 

you have goose bumps.  

 

And what of the tongues of flame, fire throughout the Bible has been a sign of God’s presence: remember 

Moses seeing the burning bush - it was in flames but didn’t burn and God spoke to him from within the 

bush. And how about when the Jewish people were in the wilderness for 40 years - God showed He was 

with them by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night so they could always see He was with 

them. And that fire over the tabernacle showed that it was a holy place - a temple space. So these tongues 

of fire above the disciples' heads was showing them now as temple spaces as God filled them with the Holy 

Spirit. The Temple in Jewish tradition was where heaven and earth met so what did this now mean? God 

was showing that it was no longer a physical building (the Temple) where heaven and earth met but 

through His people - they were now the temple space - we are now the place where heaven and earth 

meet. We bring heaven to earth.  

 

Jesus promised all this back in Acts 1:4-9 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” This 

was the advocate Jesus had promised in our Gospel reading this morning “to help you and be with you 

forever” - the comforter, the encourager - and we instantly see how this affects the disciples. Remember 

they were gathered together, unsure of what was going to happen, what they should even do. Jesus had 

told them to return to Jerusalem and wait….for what they weren’t really sure of and then this happened - 

an event that took their breath away and gave them new breath (interestingly the Hebrew word for breath 

also means Spirit). Until now the disciples had been locked in a no-man’s land of wonder and 

bewilderment as Jesus had appeared and disappeared at seemingly random times and places. They must 

have been struggling to make sense of it all, both thrilled and puzzled. But now they were transformed.  

 

And we instantly see the result of that transformation as Peter steps forward to speak. Remember Peter? 

Peter who so often said or did the wrong thing, Peter who denied Jesus three times. Peter stepped forward 

and spoke…and my goodness what a speech. Peter weaves together the language and prophecies of the 

Old Testament with the story of Jesus - in the passage we heard today he recalls Joel’s prophecy of how 

God will “pour out [His] Spirit on all people”, servants, men, women, sons and daughters - “everyone who 

calls on the name of the Lord”. He continues for another 18 verses telling those gathered the Story of God. 

And those listening had come from all over, from Mesopotamia, Judea, Egypt, Libya, Crete - and at the end 

of the chapter (spoiler alert) a simple sentence as Peter’s speech draws to a close 

 

“Those who accepted his message [that Jesus was Lord and whoever believed in Him and repented would 

be saved] they were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.” v41. 

 

3,000 baptised? How amazing is that? Now, the thing that struck me was that those 3,000 were not 

residents of Jerusalem - some may have been - but the majority were pilgrims visiting for the Feast of 

Weeks, for Pentecost and having heard Peter and believed and been baptised they would then return to 

their distant homes and tell the amazing story of what had happened to them just as Jesus had told us to 



do “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). They were going to all points of the 

compass taking the story of Jesus with them. 

 

None of this could have happened without the Holy Spirit. Back in the Gospel, who would have imagined 

that the stumbling, mumbling Peter could have stood up and spoken to such a crowd like this? And like 

Peter, we can do unimaginable things through the power of the Holy Spirit  - actually it is vital to us as a 

church. A good way of explaining it is: imagine a child receiving a beautifully wrapped present. She rips off 

the paper and there it is, the electronic toy she has been longing for. She dives into the box, pulls it out and 

switches it on. Nothing. She tries it again. Nothing. Desperately she goes back in the box to see if she 

missed something, and there she finds the instructions with that fatal little phrase: “Batteries not 

included”. I’ve so been there! And it’s Christmas Day, so of course, the shops are shut! That is how the 

church can be sometimes, so much potential, but missing the power of the Holy Spirit. Like Peter, we need 

the Holy Spirit to do as Jesus commanded us - to be His witness, to tell His story and share His love, to 

shine light into darkness until the ends of the earth. 

 

A Syrian Christian born in the 1920’s called Ignatius of Latakia put it very well: 

“Without the Holy Spirit, God is far away, Christ stays in the past, the Gospel is a dead letter, the Church is 

simply an organisation…But with the Holy Spirit, the cosmos is resurrected, the risen Christ is here, the 

Gospel is the power of life.” 

 

Like Peter we need the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, in our churches.  

 

As we celebrate 70 years of Queen Elizabeth II’s reign we need look no further for an example of the Holy 

Spirit working in someone’s life. At 96 years old, after 70 years of reign she continues to lead us. She has 

never held back in sharing her faith and how it has helped her. In her traditional Christmas speech last year 

she spoke of new beginnings through Jesus and the bedrock of her faith. In 2020 she spoke of Jesus as “the 

light of the world” and of “the teachings of Christ as having served as [her] inner light”. Although our 

Queen, she is in reality, just a person like you and me but through her faith, with the Holy Spirit, she has 

done unimaginable things and continues to do so. If we allow the message of Christ to dwell in us richly - if 

we invite the Holy Spirit into our everyday lives - we can do unimaginable things. We can share with others 

the gracious hope that God has granted us. And to do that we can quite simply pray “Come Holy Spirit” 

 

I think it important on this day of Pentecost, as we celebrate the beginnings of the Church through the Holy 

Spirit that I should finish by praying for our Queen, the head of our church here in England: 

Let us pray 

 

O Lord, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 

we give you thanks for your servant Elizabeth our Queen. 

May she ever be provided with all she may need 

for her ministry among us, 

strengthened to meet every demand 

which her office may make, 

and in all things nourished by your word and example, 

who with the Father and the Holy Spirit live and reign, 

world without end. 



Amen. 

 

 


