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The Greenway Benefice Team 2021 
(supporting Holy Trinity Badgeworth, St Paul’s Shurdington, and St Mary’s Witcombe with Bentham):  

 

VICAR 
 The Revd Susan Cooke  

The Vicarage, School Lane, Shurdington GL51 4TF 
Tel: 01242 321806    revsusancooke@gmail.com 

Curate 
The Revd Rebecca Spear  nedspear@icloud.com 

 
Reader and Funeral Minister 

Mr Robert Poole Tel: 01452 855660 reader.rob.bswb@gmail.com  
 

Local Ministry Team: The Greenway Team 
Revd Susan Cooke Revd Rebecca Spear Mr Robert Poole   
Mrs Sue Padfield  Mr Paul Stanfield  Mrs Christine Jeffs   
Mrs Clare Stewart  Mrs Rachel Cottell Mrs Catherine Milsom 

    
Retired Clergy:    

The Revd Ian Gobey    Tel: 01242 863977 
 

Benefice Administrator    
Mrs Chris Langham        greenway.bswb.office@gmail.com 

In the office Mondays 10am-12noon, other times by appointment  
  

Benefice Safeguarding Officer and Care Homes Liaison: 
Mrs Rachel Cottell home:  01452 715034   admin.bswb@googlemail.com  

The St Paul’s Parish Team 2021: 
 

  Churchwardens Mrs Clare Stewart  

 Mr Andrew Spence   

PCC Treasurer Mr Mark King  

PCC Secretary Mrs Lisa Pearson  

Gift Aid Officer Mrs Cheryl Gobey  

Sacristan Mr Andrew Spence  

Verger Mr Mike Cass  

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lisa Pearson    

Church Flowers Mrs Helen King  
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ST. PAUL’S CHURCH SHURDINGTON,   CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT of 2021 
 

The effects of the Covid pandemic saw the worshiping community again unable to meet for in person 
worship as the year began. The church remained open for private prayer and on-line services continued 
to be held until Easter Sunday when once again we celebrated the Eucharist in our Parish Church. The 
first Wedding Blessings and Baptisms followed in July and Funerals were held in church from September 
all with some restrictions. 
 
By the summer we had established a regular pattern of in-church worship in the benefice, which saw St 
Paul’s holding services on the first three Sundays of each month, with a benefice service on the 
remaining weeks. Whilst these were shorter services, with the congregation wearing masks and unable 
to sing inside, we were glad to feel that things were returning to ‘normal’ 
 
Our APCM was again held on Zoom. We are grateful to all who serve on the Church Council and their 
support. 
 
During 2021 Greenway Gifts moved to a regular weekly collection from St Paul’s Church Hall -  more 
details of this in the Benefice Report.  
 
Due to the pandemic few fund raising events took place.  In late August we held a book and toy sale and 
at Christmas a raffle and seasonal wreaths and flower arrangements were sold.  
 
A colony of bees formed a hive between the rafters of the Hatherley Aisle and the stonework and 
escaped into the church. The majority of the bees including the queen were evacuated by a Bristol 
beekeeper and taken to a honey farm and the areas affected were sealed. 
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The churchyard remains a haven for wildlife, the deer remain troublesome, but birdlife abounds. 
Planning permission was granted for the regular maintenance of the listed trees and the laurels at the 
main entrance were cut back and lowered. Regular grass cutting is undertaken avoiding flowering and 
seeding flora. 
 
We are grateful to all who contribute in various ways to the upkeep of St. Paul’s church and churchyard. 
Many of the congregation volunteer their time to help clean, care for the linen, silver and brass, arrange 
the flowers and tidy the churchyard. Also those who welcome, the readers and intercessors, sacristan, 
organist, bellringers and the fundraisers.  
 
We are indebted to Lisa Pearson, Chris Langham, John Noble and Mark King, church secretary, 
administrator, auditor and treasure.   
 
Thank you Susan, Rebecca, Catherine, Robert and Ian for leading us in worship. 
 
Andrew Spence & Clare Stewart 

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH SHURDINGTON,   TRUSTEES’ REPORT of 2021  

Introduction  
The Coronavirus (Covid-19) worldwide pandemic continued to affect our lives, and the way we 
worshiped, in 2021.  We adapted to comply with the rules and regulations, always with the safety of 
our congregations and leaders foremost in our minds.  
 
Administrative Information 
St. Paul’s Church is situated in Shurdington and is part of the Diocese of Gloucester, within the Church 
of England.   
The correspondence address is: The Vicarage, School Lane, Shurdington, Cheltenham GL51 4TF. 
 
Parochial Church Council (PCC) members, who have served at any time from 1st January 2021 to the 
date this report was approved, are: 

Title Name Position in PCC Dates served if part year 
  

Incumbent Revd Susan Cooke Chairman   

Curate Revd Rebecca Spear     

Reader Mr Robert Poole     

Church Warden Mrs Clare Stewart Vice-Chairman   

Church Warden Mr Andrew Spence    

Deanery Synod Representative Mrs Christine Langham     

  Mr Michael Cass     

  Mrs Catherine Milsom     

  Mrs Christine Nation     

  Mr George Porter     

  Miss Katrina Spence     

    

 PCC Treasurer Mr Mark King     

 PCC Secretary Mrs Lisa Pearson     



St Paul’s Shurdington  annual report of  2021                                                                                                                                                                                                             Page 5 

 

Structure, Governance and Management 
The Parochial Church Council is a corporate body established by the Church of England.  It operates under 
the Parochial Church Council Powers Measure, and is a charity exempt from registration within the 
Charity Commission.  PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern 
and importance to the parish.  The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church 
Representation Rules.  All Church attendees are encouraged to register on the Church Electoral Roll, and 
to stand for election to the PCC. 
 
Aim and Purposes 
St. Paul’s PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent to promote, throughout the 
ecclesiastical parish, the whole mission of the Church; pastoral, evangelical, social and ecumenical.  It also 
has maintenance responsibilities for St. Paul’s Church, churchyard and church hall.   
 
Electoral Roll 
During the annual revision of the Church Electoral Roll in 2021 no new people were added.  One person 
was removed, resulting in a new total of 50 people on the roll. 
 
Church Attendance 
During October 2021 there were three 9.30am Sunday services at St. Paul’s Church (which were all 
livestreamed on Facebook).  The average number of people attending these services in person was 17.  
 
Personnel 
During the year Mrs Cheryl Gobey took over the role of Gift Aid Officer from Mrs Joan Puffett.  We would 
like to thank Mrs Puffett for all the important work she did in this role.   
 
We would like to take this opportunity to give special thanks to our vicar, Revd Susan Cooke; to our 
curate, Revd Rebecca Spear (who was ordained as a priest in June 2021); to our retired priest, Revd Ian 
Gobey and to Mr Robert Poole, our Reader and Funeral Minister.  We would also like to thank Mrs Clare 
Stewart for her ministry and for leading services, as well as Mrs Catherine Milsom (who started training to 
be ordained as a priest in September 2021) who has continued to manage the Greenway Gifts projects 
which have been so well received by those in need in the community.  
 
The Local Ministry Team has continued to consider and plan its strategy for implementing the Diocesan’s 
‘LIFE’ Vision throughout the benefice, whilst prioritising the safety of all involved during the pandemic. 
 
 
Review of the Year 
We found ourselves in another national lockdown in January 2021.  Although legally the Church was 
allowed to hold gathered services, all three PCCs considered this to be unwise.  Therefore, all gathered 
services were cancelled and our Sunday worship changed to a 10.00am online service (broadcast on Zoom 
and Facebook), which the churches in the benefice took it in turns to lead, followed by coffee on Zoom.  
 
There was an online Christening Celebration service in January, and a benefice virtual Away Day on Zoom 
consisting of a talk from Revd Pauline Godfrey (deputy Director for Mission and Ministry for the Diocese) 
followed by conversation, reflection and prayer.  The Mothering Sunday service was also online, however, 
small potted plants were delivered to members of the congregation etc. to reflect what we would 
normally do at this service. 
 
Lent began with an online Ash Wednesday service and Compline services on Zoom.  There was themed 
‘Frontline’ worship including ‘This Time Tomorrow’ interviews about everyday faith, and a Lent to Easter 
Journey sermon series.  Four new Lent small groups began on Zoom for the purpose of sharing Bible study 
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and prayers and to offer each other mutual support.  These groups continued to meet after Lent and 
were eventually able to meet in person.   
 
During Holy Week there were online services of Morning Prayer/Midday Prayer and Compline every day, 
with an online reflective Taizé service on Good Friday.   
On Easter Day all three churches held their first in-person services of the year (with a pre-recorded 
service broadcast for those unable to attend).  Thereafter we returned to our established Covid pattern 
of worship i.e. online services every Sunday morning (and a 4pm online service with the school and 
chapel on 5th Sundays), plus on 2nd Sundays a 3pm gathered non-Eucharistic service outdoors and on 
4th Sundays a 3pm gathered Eucharistic service in church.   
 
In May we opened the church for a private prayer session on Wednesdays, or by request (eventually 
reopening the church all day from the first week of October).  
 
From 4th July onwards a ‘post-covid’ rota was put in place i.e.  
1st Sunday - 9.30am gathered Worship service  plus  4pm online worship,  
2nd Sunday - 9.30am gathered Worship service plus 4pm online worship,  
3rd Sunday – 9.30am gathered Holy Communion service plus 4pm online worship,  
4th Sunday – gathered morning benefice Holy Communion service at each of the benefice churches in 
turn plus 4pm online worship,  
5th Sunday - 10am gathered benefice service with the school and chapel plus 4pm online worship.   
 
For weddings, baptisms and funerals we began working with the couples and families, church wardens 
and officiating ministers to risk assess each service. 
 
Following the easing of some restrictions in the autumn it was decided to continue with two hymns per 
service, to reduce the risk of airborne droplets and to keep services shorter.    The PCC decided it was 
appropriate to save money by not having a regular organist, but to use one on special occasions and for 
communion services.  It was agreed to use CDs to provide the music for hymns on other occasions.   
 
Each church began livestreaming its services for four weeks at a time, in rotation, starting on the 4th 
Sunday benefice service that they hosted.  Because services were being livestreamed every Sunday it 
became unnecessary to provide an additional 4pm online service.  It was agreed that we should continue 
to wear masks in church, particularly when singing.  Although we were now permitted to return to using 
the common cup, Revd Cooke and the PCC decided that they would prefer to continue distributing bread 
only for Communion, and that the congregation would continue to receive Communion whilst seated. 
 
Following our Harvest service we enjoyed a ‘bring your own’ Harvest lunch in the vicarage garden.   
A monthly 8am benefice BCP service was reinstated at St. Mary’s Church on the second Sunday of the 
month, starting in October.   
 
The PCC agreed to start having gathered coffee in the church hall, once a month, after our 3rd Sunday 
Holy Communion service.  This fellowship had been greatly missed and its reintroduction was very 
popular.   
 
We were able to enjoy most of our usual Advent and Christmas services and events, adapting these to 
keep everyone as Covid safe as possible.  The Posada went ahead with Mary and Joseph, once again, 
travelling around the benefice, and there were gathered Compline services at St. Mary’s Church.   
Our carol service was held outside in the churchyard and a small group sang carols at The Cheese Rollers 
pub, socially distanced from customers and staff.  The Crib Service was also mostly held in the 
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churchyard.  There was a gathered Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve at St. Paul’s but, unfortunately, our 
Christmas Day service had to be cancelled.  On Boxing Day St. Paul’s hosted a 4th Sunday benefice 
service.      
 
Outreach 
Members of the Pastoral group have continued to work very hard to deliver pastoral care to the 
community during the pandemic by offering support, prayer and helping to organise practical help when 
required.   
We continued to maintain close links with Shurdington Church of England School throughout another 
very difficult year for the school community.  Regular worship resources were produced for the school, 
such as worship videos for the children to watch.  There were the usual competitions for the best Easter 
and Christmas drawings which were used on the covers of the church information cards and the 3 in 1 
magazine.   
At Halloween St. Paul’s was decorated with lots of lights, candles and Christian themed carved pumpkins, 
and approximately 70 children and their families came to visit the church.   
 
Other outreach has included, when possible, ministry in our local care homes, and the Greenway Gifts 
projects which have helped so many people in the community.  An advantage of some of the online 
services we have provided during the year has been to help us to connect with new people, who have 
now become part of our worshiping community. 
 
Fundraising 
Our usual Snowdrop Day fundraiser was not possible, however, selling snowdrops in pots raised over 
£200 and a fundraising page was put on Facebook.  We did not hold a summer fete but had a coffee 
morning and shed clearance sale in September, which raised money for the church hall.  Also in 
September a group of people took part in the Ride and Stride event, raising funds for St. Paul’s.  The 
Christmas coffee morning was very well supported, with the Christmas raffle being drawn and Christmas 
wreaths and table decorations being sold (in addition to wreaths that had been pre-ordered).  Thank you 
to everyone who helped with the fundraising events and to those who supported them. 
 
Church Fabric 
The PCC is responsible for the good maintenance of the church fabric, churchyard and church hall.   
 
Church 
Upgrading of the church heating system had to be put on hold but will be addressed as soon as possible. 
 
Churchyard 
Necessary work was carried out on trees in the churchyard.  The laurel trees at the entrance to the 
churchyard were cut back, and the hedge that runs along Church Lane was trimmed. 
 
Church Hall 
Bookings for the church hall started again once Covid restrictions were eased.  
 
 
The PCC would like to express its gratitude to all volunteers that have helped in whatever capacity this 
year.  We would also like to thank the congregation for continuing to embrace new ways and patterns of 
worship, and for continuing to support and care for each other during these difficult times. 
 

Trustees’ report approved by Revd Susan Cooke and St. Paul’s PCC.  
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ST PAUL’S SHURDINGTON, TREASURER’S REPORT  of 2021 

 
Generous regular giving and extra fundraising effort have ensured that the Parish Share has been paid in 
full. The church fabric and graveyard continue to benefit from the significant investment of the Davies 
family legacy, and it is used for all costs that fall within the terms of the gift. Increased use of the Parish 
Giving Scheme, where the Gift Aid is included, has resulted in a reduction in the amount that needs to be 
handled by the parish. 
 
The churchyard maintenance received a grant from the Shurdington Parish Council. 
The Greenway Gifts initiative, started in 2020, has been well-supported during 2021, and is reported 
elsewhere. 
 
The debts from the other parishes in the benefice for office administration have been repaid, and 
outstanding fee payments to the Diocesan Board of Finance made. An improved scheme for handling fees 
through the Benefice Office has been arranged. Ad hoc cash handling arrangements have been adopted 
as a result of covid and the closure or restricted hours of banking branches, and these will be reviewed in 
the New Year. 
 
The benefice account was closed in February, and the balance shared equally between the parishes, 
producing just £11.03 for each parish. At this point the benefice appeared to be insolvent as there were 
at least two £70 wedding fee deposits owing to St Paul’s. No closing accounts have been provided, but 
the PCC decided to write off the undocumented shortfall. The run-down of whatever float there had been 
was noted in last year’s accounts, and there is not thought to have been significant expenditure by the 
benefice for St Paul’s in January to distort this year’s figures for budgeting. 
 
There was no village fête nor Christmas Bazaar, but some fund raising continued, including raffles and a 
significantly increased production of Christmas wreaths by the flower guild. 
Money in the bank account that could have been used to extend the graveyard has been invested as 
there is now no immediate prospect of purchasing suitable land. The investment has done well; it is clear 
that some funds will need to be drawn from it in 2022. 
 
The rosier financial outlook in October does not appear as impressive in January as hall usage has not 
rebounded and the uncertainties around Omicron make predictions a fool’s errand. 
 
There is expected to be a steep rise in the cost of electricity and gas (used in the hall). There is also a 
suggestion that the basic rate of tax may be reduced. A change to 18% would reduce the amount 
reclaimable by ten percent; this applies to almost all donations as it would apply to ‘small gifts’. 
 
After three years, and despite assistance from Tewkesbury Borough Council, the treasurer has been 
unable to correct the postcode and address on the water wholesaler supplier’s records. Being both non-
residential and not a business, “computer says no” even if Google, English Heritage, the Post Office and 
many others can confirm that it hasn’t moved recently. Falling through the cracks has led to the 
appropriate rates being routinely mis-corrected and mis-calculated, and a large back-payment appears in 
these accounts of which some might be refunded. Having no personal data, the GDPR correction 
mechanisms do not work; we would be very grateful for insights on how to get Severn Trent to change 
4XF to 4TF and so stop failing to find the church and meter because they are looking on the main road. 
 
Thanks to Chris Langham for increased office work to prepare invoices, to John Noble as independent 
examiner, and to Cheryl Gobey as the new gift-aid officer. 
 
Mark King, Treasurer, St Paul’s 
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ST PAUL’S CHURCH, SHURDINGTON 
BALANCE SHEET as at 31st December 2021  

  

2021 2020 

ASSETS £ £ 

CBF Deposit (Closed) 0   1,114   

Barclays Current 3,276   6,377   

Barclays ‘Rate Reward’ 6,243   8,242   

Aviva investment at cost 87,565   81,565   

CBF shares at cost 586   586   

St Mary’s Office share 167   1,007   

Holy Trinity Office share 73   83   

Parish Council 0   20   
    97,910   98,994 

          

RESTRICTED FUNDS         

Church & Churchyard Fund           62,385                 68,998   

Greenway Gifts 1,935 64,320  716 69,714 

          

DESIGNATED FUNDS         

Church Hall 3,240   3,951   

CBF shares at cost 586 3,826 586 4,537 

          

UNRESTRICTED FUND         

General Fund at 1st January 24,743   20,365   

Surplus in year 5,021 29,764 4,378 24,743 

    97,910   98,994 

Market Value of Investments at December 2021   At Dec 2020 

CBF Shares   £8,734   £7,150 

Aviva Investment   £142,205   £127,000 

ST PAUL’S SHURDINGTON - ACCOUNTS FOR 2021 



St Paul’s Shurdington  annual report of  2021                                                                                                                                                                                                             Page 10 

 

ST PAUL’S SHURDINGTON - ACCOUNTS FOR 2021 

General Fund 

GENERAL FUND 2021 2020   

  £ £   

INCOME           

Collections and Planned Giving           

Envelopes 3,846   5,145   

Standing Orders 5,768   6,547     

Parish Giving including tax recovered 6,642   4,973     

Open Plate 1,526   1,082     

Tax recovered 3,112   3,959     

    20,894   21,706   

Other income           

Fees Net  1 4,149   5,069     

Other Giving & Donations 3 1,732   926     

Three in One Contribution 500   500     

Special Events Net 2 1,728   1,143     

Children – investment income 31   36     

Dividends and interest 100 8,560 72 7,746   

            

TOTAL INCOME   29,454   29,452   

            

EXPENDITURE           

Running Costs           

Upkeep of services 3 232   326     

Organist's Fees 120   513     

Ministerial expenses 163   203     

Visiting Clergy 80   35     

Electricity 1,950   2,082     

Office Expenses 513   493     

Office Administrator 695   742     

    3,753   4,394   

Diocesan Common Fund 20,180   20,180     

Charitable donations 500   500     

    20,680   20,680   

TOTAL EXPENDITURE   24,433   25,074   

SURPLUS   5,021   4,378   

    29,454   29,452   

Note:  
1. The Net Fees received in 2020 have been increased to include the £1,292 and £179, prudently 
treated as liabilities in the 2020 Accounts due to uncertainty at the time.  
 
2. Special Events shown net, as in previous years. Fund raising costs were £532. 
 
3. This includes £120 of donations given in kind. 
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ST PAUL’S SHURDINGTON - ACCOUNTS FOR 2021 

Restricted Designated Funds 

CHURCH & CHURCHYARD FUND 

2021 

£ 

2020 

£ 

Balance at 1st January   68,998   72,704 

Payments         

Insurance of church & churchyard 1,664   1,650   

Church maintenance 784   332   

Deficit on Churchyard 3,985   1,724   

Investment charge 180   0   

    6,613   3,706 

Balance at 31st December   62,385   68,998 

          

GREENWAY GIFTS 1         

Balance at 1st January 716   0   

Donations 3,969   2,346   

  4,685   2,346   

Disbursements 2,750   1,630   

Balance at 31st December   1,935   716 

          

CHURCHYARD         

Receipts         

Donations for shed 0   1,100   

Parish Council grant 550   550   

CBF Dividends 100   135   

Deficit borne by Church & Churchyard Fund 3,985 4,635 1,724 3,509 

          

Payments         

Shed 0   1,750   

Maintenance 4,635   1,759   

    4,635   3,509 

CHURCH HALL         

Fund at 1st January   3,951   5,666 

Receipts         

Donations 47   0   

Hire of Hall 1,888   2,268   

    1,935   2,268 

          

Payments         

Insurance 978   968   

Utilities2
 1,193   1,520   

Repairs & maintenance 475   1,495   

    2,646   3,983 

Surplus/(Deficit)   (711)   (1,715) 

Fund at 31st December   3,240   3,951 

1. These accounts only record the cash position for Greenway Gifts and not the significant donations 
and distribution in kind. 
2. The change from quarterly to monthly billing means the 2020 figures cover 14 months. 
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES/ MEMBERS OF  
ST PAUL'S CHURCH, SHURDINGTON, CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTERSHIRE  
ON ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED   31ST DECEMBER 2021 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND BASIS OF REPORT 
 
I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above charity (“the Trust”) for the year 
ended 31ST DECEMBER 2021. 
 
As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the 
requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (“the Act”). 
 
I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the 2011 
Act and in carrying out my examination, I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the 
Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 
 
INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S STATEMENT 
 
I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in 
connection with the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material respect: 
 

 the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; or 
 
 the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or 
 
 the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and 

content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other 
than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter 
considered as part of an independent examination. 

 
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which 
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 
reached. 
 
SIGNED:  John Noble 
 
DATE:    12th February 2022 
 
NAME:   John Noble 
 
RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATION(S) OR BODY (IF ANY):   Chartered Accountant 
 
ADDRESS:   Shurdington House, Main Road, Shurdington, Cheltenham, Glos. GL51 4XJ 
 


