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From the Editorial Team 
 

Contributions to the magazine are most welcome.  

Articles for Jun 22 magazine must be submitted by the 
22 May 22. The preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to : 
both haleparishmag@gmail.com and maxelliot@hotmail.co.uk 
and g.thompson@uwclub.net.  
It can also be handed on a disc to Mark or Gilly, printed out (use 
Arial font 12pts) or handwritten. Contact Val on 425 3519 for ad-
vertisements to be placed in the magazine 
Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the edi-
torial team or the Church. 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

Team Rector—Rev. Canon Roland Harvey                     0151 352 2049 
Janice Farrell (Licensed Lay Minister and Wedding  
Co-ordinator)         420 1464 
Steve Farrell (Licensed Lay Minister and Treasurer)   420 1464 
Rev. David Thompson (Retired Minister)             425 2012 
Paul Gilligan (Warden)                                                     07966 828745 
Steve Farrell (Warden)       420 1464 
Jeff Holt (Deputy Warden)        425 4230 
Ros Barlow (Verger)         425 4163 
David Ford (Organist)       425 2233 
Kath Williams                                                           425 5171 
Lesley Harvey (Flowers)                                                  352 2049                                            
Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers)                                      425 2123 
Mark France (Magazine Editorial)                                   07950897564 
Gilly Thompson (Magazine Editorial)      425 2012 
Beryl Andrews (Hale Ladies Group)                       425 2990 
Val Borlase (Magazine Advertising)    425 3519   
Andy Wilson (Worship Group leader)    07783130576 
Hale C of E School                                                  425 3023 
Halebank C of E School                                          425 5798 
Evelyn Hudson (Cathedral Parish Representative)   425 2635 
Lynn Wain (Leader of the Hale Brownies)           07400459938 
 
Office Phone Number. 
If you wish to book baptisms, weddings and funerals, the  
details are as follows: 
 

The number is - 0737 6682 187 
The office hours are - Monday - Thursday 9am to 12noon 
A message or text can be left if the call is outside these 
hours. 
  
Church Website:  http://www.saintmaryshale.com 
Church Email: vicar@saintmaryshale.com             

 

 



 

 

The travellers 

They travelled together sad and forlorn 
With all of their dreams shattered and torn, 
It started so well, their hopes were high 
Never to guess that He would die. 

The Man joined the two as they walked along, 
He asked why their faces were sad and long, 
‘Have you not heard?’ disbelieving they cried 
‘How the One we followed was crucified?’ 

Opening the scriptures He began to unfold 
How the Christ should suffer as written of old, 
It was not a disaster, but all of God’s plan 
That one should come as Redeemer of man. 

They listened enraptured as slowly they saw 
The purpose of God revealed in the Law 
The Prophets and Psalms, it’s all about Him 
The One who should come and rescue from sin. 

O that eyes should be opened and scripture made plain, 
To see Christ in its pages again and again, 
That just like the travellers I too should see 
The Master, the Saviour dying for me. 
 

Congratulations! 
 
Steve and Janice Farrell recently cel-
ebrated their Golden Wedding Anni-
versary. Unfortunately they both had 
Covid on the actual day of the anni-
versary but were able to celebrate two 
weeks later. They would like to thank all those who celebrated 
with them, and  to Roland and Lesley for the use of their gar-
den—and for ordering the sunshine on the right day!  

 

 

Roland Writes. 
 

You quickly lose interest in the Church if you have nothing 
invested in it!” 

That was a quote I read from an anonymous source and of 
course, it is applicable to many things in life, but I find it such 
an appropriate quote to reflect on at this moment in time. 
I remember posing a question to my previous church, some 
years ago: I spoke about what it means to be ‘Church’.  A 
question I posed was: ‘What is the Church?’  The point I 
wanted to get across was (and is) that the Church is not the 
building or the name, it is the people – it is you and me.  How 
we view our church will have an impact on how we view our 
purpose – the reasons we consider ourselves as members of 
St. Mary’s. 
 
The truth is that we are the church.  When we worship on a 
Sunday or Wednesday morning, we are not ‘going to church’, 
we are the church and so we are meeting together as part of 
the work that we are given to do in this parish.  But I believe 
that it is not just in our worship that we are the church but also 
in everything we do as the church.  So when people within 
our community see us worshipping, or meeting socially, or 
working in the churchyard, or raising funds, or visiting people, 
or serving tea, they are seeing the ‘Church’ and my challenge 
to us all is, When people see us in all of these events, what 
impression of the Church are they getting? 
 
The truth is that all of us are responsible for the work of the 
church here.  Church isn’t something we come along to; 
Church is something we are.  That is an important message 
to get across because if we take this view seriously, it will 
have such an impact on the mission of our church – the ways 
in which we reach out to the wider community.  It should 
mean that in everything we do – whether as worship or social-
ly – we should be seeing it as a part of our Christian ministry 
and mission.  Can I challenge you to move away from just 
‘coming’ to church and waiting to be led, served, ‘entertained’ 
by somebody else, but to really engage with whatever is hap-
pening, looking to play a full part in the activity , in other  



 

 

Roland Writes Continued 
 

words, to Invest ourselves in the church!  If we can do that, 
then we will see this church and our community transformed in 
a wonderful way. 
 
Ascension.  
Our ultimate aim as Christians is to know Christ better and to 
make Christ better known.  To this end we have the greatest of 
allies – Christ himself!  The 26th of May is Ascension, the day 
when we remember Jesus finally ascending to heaven (read 
Luke 24:50-53 & Acts 1:6-11) and in doing so, setting into mo-
tion events that would lead to Pentecost and the gift of the Ho-
ly Spirit to the world, This is the thought that we must always 
carry with us in proclaiming the Gospel to the people of Hale 
and Halebank, we are not alone!  Jesus, through the Holy Spir-
it, is alive and lives within us and through us.  We are never 
alone! 
 
It will be good this year to share the Ascension Day service 
with our friends at St. Mary’s West Bank, which is where this 
year’s service will take place.  Please do come along if you are 
able to. 
 
Some of what I am sharing will make you excited but some 
might make you nervous.  Remember Jesus’ words to the dis-
ciples: “Go then to all peoples everywhere and make them my 
disciples… and I will be with you always” (Matthew 28:19,20).  
I am sure that an exciting road lies ahead.  Let’s begin by re-
newing our commitment to Jesus and his Gospel and the work 
he has for us to do. 
 
God bless.                                                           

           Roland.       
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Lighthouse Tots. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A toddler group has started at St. Mary’s Church.   

 
Lighthouse Tots meets on Thursday mornings, in the church 
building, between 9.15am and 11am. 
 
The group runs during school term time only.   
 
The cost per family is £2.00 and refreshments are provided. 
 

   Why not pop in for a look! 



 

 

 

 

Our Services 

Services May 2022 

Sunday 1st May 
 9.30am  Morning Prayer  
 11am   Morning Praise 
 
Wednesday 4th May 
 9.30am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 
Sunday 8th May 
 9.30am  Holy Communion with prayer for healing  
 11am   Family Service 
 
Wednesday 11th May 
 9.30am  Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 15th May 
 9.30am  Morning Prayer   
 11am       Family Communion with prayer for healing 
  
Wednesday 18th May 
 9.30am   Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 22nd May 
 9.30am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 11am   Family Service  
 
Wednesday 25th May 
 9.30am  Morning Prayer 
 
Thursday 26th May (at St. Mary’s West Bank) 
 7.30pm  Ascension Day Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 29th May 
 10am   Songs of Praise 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A huge thank you to all who donated  financially for 
the Easter flowers this year. 

The church looked beautiful on  
Easter Sunday, bringing colour and light to our         

celebrations. 
Thank you again. 

Lesley Harvey 

The village Christmas tree was 
transformed into a cross. The resur-
rection of Jesus was celebrated on 
Easter Day with beautiful flowers. 

Christ is risen! 
Thank you to 

those who made 
this beautiful     

display outside 
the church. 

A model of the empty tomb made with biscuits 
and an Easter Egg by the children at the 
‘Easter Experience’ on Good Friday. 

 

 

Fundraising in Hale Village and beyond in 2021 
 
2nd—14th August: 
 Sponsored walkers in 3s around Hale Head Point on the 
 Mersey River bank raised £863 for Marie Curie. 
 

28th November 2021: 
 Collecting in Morrisons Stores in Speke and Widnes raised 
 £241.36 for Marie Curie Care. 
 

21st November 2021: 
 Fund raiser at Youth Club raised £542 for Children in 
 Need. 
 

6th November 2021: 
 Walk in Hale Park with staff from Morrisons Speke for 
 Children with Cancer. 
 

December 2021: 
 Christmas Card sales raised £7,654.94 for MacMillan. 
 Thanks to Coffee Shop and Hale Village MacMillan fund 
 raisers. 
 
 
In 2022: 
• Christian Aid Week 16th to 22nd May 
• Chain of Flowers (Church of England Flower Arrangers 

Association) 19th June 
• Founders Day at the Cathedral 3pm on 17th July. 
 
        Linda Brown 



 

 

Prayer for May 
 
Dear Father in Heaven, 
 
As we thank you for May, this most beautiful of months, 
we are aware that not everything in your world is beautiful; 
not every attitude or action is beautiful, or kind, or just. 
 
There is so much pain and suffering in the world that we 
can sometimes feel overwhelmed. Help us, Lord to re-
member that Jesus came to bring all this brokenness to-
gether, to bring reconciliation and wholeness.  Thank you 
that by His life, death and resurrection Jesus overcame 
death for ever. Thank you that He ascended into heaven 
so that the Holy Spirit could come to live in believers, to 
give strength and power and resilience, so that Your work 
goes on. 
 
Thank you that nothing in all creation – no evil attacks, no 
illness, no human powers, no circumstances at all – can 
ever separate us from Your love. 
 
We will not be overwhelmed as we keep our eyes on You. 
We may not always understand, but we acknowledge You 
to be the Lord, who reigns over all – and we are thankful. 
In Jesus name.  
 
Amen. 

 

 

The Changing 
Reflections of Mary (Mark 16: v1-8) 

Our eyes seeing the same mountains, 
The gentle touching of our hands, 
Simply breathing the same air, 
Pleasures unrecognised till now, 
Gone…. 
In the changing. 

In the certainty of our grieving, 
You surprise us, Lord, 
You are not where we know that you should be. 
In the moving of the stone, Lord, 
You surprise us, 
In our sorrow, we don’t see Your victory. 

But you told us, Lord, 
Prepared us for the changing, 
In your grace, foretold the triumph of Your death. 
In the changing from despair to resurrection 
You surprise us and transform us 
By rebirth. 

Our opened eyes can see beyond the mountains, 
Now we’re held forever in Your arms, 
The air we breathe is Your life-giving Spirit, 
Gloriously given……. 
In the changing. 
 
 
          



 

 

  

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2022 
Accounts for 2021 

 
The following accounts were published  at the Annual 
Meeting, having been accepted by the PCC and                     
independently examined.: 
 
• Bank Accounts at 1st January 2021  £34,827.90 
• Total receipts for year ending                                             

31st December 2021     £56,156.79 
• Payments for year ending                                                 

31st December 2021     £54.076.89 
• Bank accounts at 31st December 2021 £36,907.79 
 
• Income over payments    £2.079.89         

of which restoration restricted fund  £239.63 
 
 
If you would like full details of the accounts please ask  
Steve Farrell. 
 
Huge thanks were given to Steve for all the work he does 
as Treasurer.  

There will be a work party in the church-
yard at St. Mary’s Church on Saturday 
21st May from 10am.  
Tea and coffee will be provided—and 
hopefully a barbecue at lunch time! 
Any help will be appreciated, even for 
an hour. 
Thank you! 



 

 
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2022 
 

This was held on Sunday 24th April. The following people 
will be serving on the Parochial Church Council this year: 
 
Incumbent  Rev. Roland Harvey 
 
Churchwardens: Mr. Paul Gilligan                                                               
    Mr. Stephen Farrell 
 
Secretary   Miss Jenna Birch 
 
Treasurer   Mr. Stephen Farrell 
 
Deanery Synod Mrs. Rosalyn Barlow                             
Representatives Mrs Janice Farrell 
 
Elected Members Mrs. Beryl Andrew                                  
    Mr. Jeff Holt                                                             
    Mrs Evelyn Hudson                               
    Mrs. Janet Ireland                                       
    Mr. Raymond Roberts                             
    Mr. Alan See                                              
    Mrs. Emma Smith                                            
    Mr. Tom Smith                                                       
    Mrs. Gillian Thompson                                               
    Mrs. Katie Wilson 
 
 
Many thanks were extended to those who were previously 
serving on the PCC. 
 
Reports were published on all the groups and activities  at 
St. Mary’s during the past year. If you would like a copy 
please ask Roland or Gilly. 
 

 

 

0151 345 0979 

Ian & Jayne Clark 
 

0151 425 4370 
 

HALEBANK & HALE MILK  
DELIVERIES 

 
 halebankmilkdeliveries@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR ALL YOUR DAIRY REQUIRE-

MENTS 



 

 

 

 

Join us at St Mary’s Hale 
and Halebank 

 

Sunday 5th June 

Are your jam tarts terrific? Are your cupcakes fit for a Queen? Bring 
your best baked goods along to our Jubilee Bake-Off! 

 
There will be two competitions - Adults and Juniors (up to 16 years old). 
All cakes and bakes will be donated to The Jubilee Time for Tea, which 

you are all welcome to attend from 1:30pm 

The Queen’s Jubilee 
Bake-Off 



 

 

Friday 3rd June 
4:15 - 6:15pm 

 

St Mary’s 
Church, Hale & 

Halebank 
 

Free; donations 
are welcome 

Games 
 

Songs 
 

Story 
 

Arts 
 

Crafts 
 

The Queen’s  
Platinum Jubilee   

 

 



 

 

 

 

Thank you for supporting WaterAid at our Lent Lunches. 

We were so pleased to be able to put on our lunches again after a two year 
break due to the pandemic. It was a great opportunity for people from our 
community to come together with family and friends and enjoy a simple but 
nourishing meal throughout Lent ,while supporting the vital work of the 
charity, WaterAid. We also received many donations from supporters who 
couldn’t come to the lunches. 
 
As always my grateful thanks go to all who helped with the lunches; the 
soup makers, the bread makers and to all who helped on each session. 
I would also like to thank Morrison’s and Iceland at Speke and The Co - op 
at Halebank for helping out with provisions. 
 

WaterAid is an international not-for-profit organization. It is determined to 
make clean water, decent toilets and good hygiene normal for everyone, 
everywhere. It started in 1981 and has remained focused on these three 
essentials. Without them people can’t live dignified, healthy lives. If people 
have these three essentials in their way of living it can unlock their poten-
tial, break free from poverty and change their lives for good. Children will 
grow up healthy and strong, women and men get to earn a living and 
whole communities will start to thrive. 
It’s a huge task to reach people all over the world, particularly in Africa, 
Asia, Central America and the Pacific. So far they have reached over 25 
million people giving clean water and decent toilets but that’s just the be-
ginning.  

They  demand action from governments 
Link communities with people who make laws 
Change attitudes and behavior 
Share knowledge with others 

Rally support for human right to water and toilets around the world.  
THE FACTS. 
1 in 9 people don’t have clean water close to home. That’s 844 million peo-
ple 
1 in 3 people don’t have a decent toilet at home. That’s 2.3 billion people 
1 child dies every 2 minutes from diarrhea caused by dirty water and poor 
toilets. 
When we think of our daily routines and how much water we use it makes 
us realise how important clean water is. From cleaning our teeth, boiling 
the kettle for a cup of tea or coffee, cooking, washing our dishes and 
clothes, flushing the toilet to name just a few. We just turn the tap on and 
there it is. 

Reading this, you can see what a difference your support 
makes.  You have all helped to raise £ 887.50 

Thank you so much for supporting WaterAid. 

 

 

1
st

 May:  May Day and unbridled merriment 
May is the month when the ancient pagans used to get up to 
‘all sorts’! The Romans held their festival to honour the moth-
er-goddess Maia, goddess of nature and growth. (May is 
named after her.) The early Celts celebrated the feast of Bel-
tane, in honour of the sun god, Beli. 
For centuries in ‘Olde England’ the people went mad in May. 
After the hardship of winter, and hunger of early Spring, May 
was a time of indulgence. One Philip Stubbes, writing in 1583, 
was scandalised: ‘for what kissing and bussing, what 
smooching and slabbering one of another, is not practised?’ 
Henry VIII went ‘maying’ on many occasions. Then folk would 
stay out all night in the dark rain-warm thickets and return in 
the morning for dancing on the green around the May pole, 
archery, vaulting, wrestling, and evening bonfires. 
The Protestant reformers took a strong stand against May 
Day, and in 1644 May Day was abolished altogether. Many 
May poles came down – only to go up again at the Restora-
tion, when the first May Day of King Charles’s reign was ‘the 
happiest Mayday that hath been many a year in England’, ac-
cording to Pepys. 
May Day to most people today brings vague folk memories of 
a young Queen of the May decorated with garlands and 
streamers and flowers, a May Pole to weave, Morris dancing, 
and the intricacies of well dressing at Tissington in Derby-
shire. 
May Day is a medley of natural themes such as sunrise, the 
advent of summer, growth in nature, and – since 1833 – Rob-
ert Owen’s vision of a millennium in the future, beginning on 
May Day, when there would be no more poverty, injustice or 
cruelty, but harmony and friendship. This is why, in modern 
times, May Day has become Labour Day, which honours the 
dignity of workers. And until recently, in communist countries 
May Day processions were in honour of the achievement of 
Marxism. 
There has never been a Christian content to May Day, but 
nevertheless there is the well-known 6am service on the top 
of Magdalen Tower at Oxford where a choir sings in the dawn 
of May Day. 
An old May carol includes the lines:  
The life of man is but a span, it flourishes like a flower 
We are here today and gone tomorrow – we are dead within 
an hour. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   AFTERNOON TEA IN THE VILLAGE HALL. 

 

 

The Ladies of Hale have come together to host an Afternoon 
Tea to raise funds towards the village’s celebrations of The 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
 

Come and join us as we also mark this momentous occasion 
and celebrate in style. Enjoy a fabulous afternoon tea with 
scrumptious home- made cakes and scones. 
 

Tickets will be on sale at the end of April. 

Where: Hale Village Hall 
When: Saturday 7

th
 May 

Time:  1pm. 
 

 

 



 

 

   In Loving Memory 
 

Vera Whitehouse and family would like to express 
their appreciation and thanks to everyone for their 
beautiful flowers, cards, messages of support and 
prayers following the death of Malcolm on the 22nd 
February.   They were all of great comfort. 
 
Vera would also like to thank all those who were able 
to join her for the Service at St; Mary's Church to cel-
ebrate the life of Malcolm, it was lovely to see so 
many of you there.   Malcolm was a very special per-
son who was so well loved and respected by all who 
knew him.    He will be greatly missed but lovingly re-
membered. 
 
"And, last but not least, a very special Thank You to 
the Friday morning Keep Fit Group and, especially 
Thelma, for all the hard work put into arranging the 
Reception.   The booking of the Village Hall, choos-
ing the caterers, arranging the tables complete with 
tablecloths and flowers, and serving numerous cups 
of teas and coffees all done with a heart-warming 
smile      

So many of my friends commented on the warm wel-
come they received on arrival.    So well done all of 
you, you are a great crowd and I hope that me and 
my zimmer will be back with you in the not-too-
distant future" 

 

 


