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If you would like to advertise  

here please contact the 

 magazine email address 

 
stpandjmagzine@googlemail.com 

 
 
 
 

Helena Cares                                        
Private Home Care Service 

35 years experience 
Contact: Helena Attrill 
Mobile: 07976 770623 

Email: helenaattrill@icloud.com 

Chris Mann   
Decorating 

 

Top quality work and service              
at affordable rates. 

Friendly and trustworthy 
for a free quote call 

07923607972 or 0116 2878378 
or email cmannsavage@yahoo.com  
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The Benefice of 

Groby & Ratby 

Does God Heal Today? 
 

I’m a fan of healing prayer. 
 As this is printed, it is good to 
remind ourselves in this Holy Week, 
of the reason for Jesus’ journey from 
Palm Sunday to Easter Day, that of 
healing a fallen race and bringing 
them back where they belong. 
 Richard Foster reminds us in 
his book, Prayer: Finding the Heart’s 
True Home, "God cares as much 
about the body as he does the soul, as 
much about the emotions as he does 
the spirit. The redemption that is in 
Jesus is total, involving every aspect 
of the person - body, soul, will, mind, 
emotions (and) spirit." 
 It is through the redemption of 
Jesus that God brings total healing. 
Some passages from the Bible remind 
us of this healing through Jesus. The 
prophetic words of Isaiah who       
predicted what the purpose was of the 
coming Messiah: 
 

Isaiah 53:5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and 
by his wounds we are healed. 
 

 Isaiah 53:6 All of us have strayed 
away like sheep. We have left God’s 
paths to follow our own. Yet the 
LORD laid on him the guilt and sins 
of us all. 
 Later, Peter pointed back to 
Isaiah, showing that Jesus Christ was 
the fulfilment of this prophecy. 

1 Peter 2:24 He [Christ] himself bore 
our sins in his body on the tree, so 
that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you 
have been healed. 
 “By his wounds you have been 
healed.” Healed of what? Our sins, 
our broken spirit separated from God? 
Our physical ills? Our emotional 
struggles? Yes. Jesus died so we 
might be healed of all these. 
 Of course, there is the medical 
profession and medical treatment has 
come a long way since the days of the 
Bible. Through the use of x-rays, CT 
Scans, MRI’s, healthcare workers can 
peer inside of us to see what is wrong. 
They have treatments to eradicate 
many forms of cancer, procedures to 
reduce the effect of heart disease, 
medicines to keep our blood sugar 
normal, and so on. 
 I’m sure God uses modern 
medicine and medical treatment to 
bring healing to the whole person and 
works through doctors and nurses, to 
bring healing and wholeness. You 
might say healthcare workers are  
partnering with God in the healing of 
people. When you think of it that way 
the work of medics is an honour and 
privilege because they are an         
extension of God’s ministry, whether 
they know it or not. 
 While God does use medical 
treatment, there are some disclaimers: 
first, medicine has its limitations, it 
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can’t do everything. I take about 350 pills a day, but they don’t heal me, they just 
keep the problems at bay. 
 Our question is: does God heal today? Or is this just something belonging 
to another time? 
 I can only add my own experience of healing – the reason why I believe in 
healing prayer. 
 I’m not a particularly good man, but I can claim one thing with             
confidence. Jesus loves me as I am and wants the best for me, as he does for each 
one of us. 
 Some years ago, I found myself in the Royal with breathing difficulties. It 
was a scary business, wondering where the next breath was coming from. Some 
doctors came late at night to my bed and diagnosed COPD. They said I had just 
40% capacity left in my lungs. I was looking forward to a life beset by struggles. 
It was pretty worrying. I was due to go into IC in the morning. 
 As the night passed slowly towards dawn, I prayed! Like a man will pray 
in a lifeboat! After a while a picture came into my mind of a dead branch, dry 
and brittle. As I watched, the branch started to produce buds, then leaves, then 
flowers. 
 In the morning, a consultant came around to check on me before my move. 
He was puzzled and declared, “you’re not ill enough to go to IC.” 
Instead, I was sent to Glenfield Hospital, where I spent a pleasant week          
recuperating there. 
 I’ve never been diagnosed with COPD since. 
 A special moment? Special to me. The thought of that night brings a tear 
to my eyes, not only because it was, but mainly because of the beautiful love 
God showed me that memorable night.  
 But, I’m not special. There are many testimonies from people who have 
been healed. Our experiences with the Prayer Line suggests that healing of some 
sort goes on all the time when people pray. But, one notable one is described by 
Jennifer Rees-Larcombe. Her tale is one of years of pain under a wasting disease 
and a healing in a single moment under the hands of a brand new Christian, a 
teenage girl! 
 In the final analysis, do we have the courage to ask God for healing? We 
trust him for the greatest healing of all – salvation. Why not for the lesser things? 
Why these things don’t happen more often when we ask, I don’t know. Maybe 
we would depend on the asking, rather than God Himself! If we had an answer, 
perhaps we would try to bottle it! 
 These things seem to happen when we aren’t expecting it, but at times 
when God chooses. Whatever happens, each one of us is the object of God’s love 
for us. 
 That we can understand! 

Keith Wignall, Reader. 
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Services and Events in May 

 

Our regular pattern of worship will continue, even with Noel 
leaving with alternating 8am communions and then a 9.30am 
(in Groby) or 10am (in Ratby) service every week, alternating 
between communion and morning worship. But note that with a 
5 Sunday month and Noel’s joint Benefice leaving service, along 
with special joint services for Christian Aid week, the pattern is a 
bit different overall this month, so do carefully check the service 
pattern in the front of the magazine to make sure you know 
what is happening where! 
 

Given low numbers joining online, I will stop doing the Sunday 
live stream, at least for now. We will however, continue our  
regular 11.15am Telephone Church every Sunday (call 0333 
0164 757; room number 10336316#; pin 1920#), except there 
will be no telephone church on Sunday 8th May when it is Noel’s 
Leaving Service. 
 

If you haven’t tried it when you can’t make it to church, do give 
the Telephone Church a go – and let me know if you want to, as 
we can drop a hymn book round to you to join in the joyful 
noise we all make together! 
 

During the week we will continue to have morning prayer every 
Monday at 9am in Ratby and communion every Wednesday in 
Groby at 9.30am, alongside morning prayer by Zoom Thursdays 
at 9am and online Compline every Tuesday at 9pm (https://
www.facebook.com/StPandStJ).  
 

So lots of ways to worship and stay connected – and if you ever 
need Home Communion, please do contact me and we’ll be 
more than happy to do that for you. 

God bless you all. Prayers, as ever, 
Rev’d Ed 
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FACE MASKS IN CHURCH  
 

The wearing of masks in church is no longer mandatory, but 
there will be many people who feel safer with a mask. Please 
respect their wishes, and allow social distancing. 

SUNDAY TELEPHONE SERVICES  - MAY 
For access details, see page 3 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY ONLINE SERVICES 
 

At 9pm Tuesday - night prayer 
 

9am Thursday morning on-line prayers 
For details see page 3 

ON-LINE SERVICES  - MAY 

NATIONAL CHURCH SERVICES ON-LINE 
There are usually national church services being streamed on Sundays  
that can be accessed via: 

 https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland 
 

and if that is not possible there is Sunday worship on Radio 4. 

DATE GROBY/RATBY 

1st 

MAY 
11.15am 

Telephone Church (KW)  

8th 

MAY 

NO Telephone Church  

15th 
MAY 

11.15am 
Telephone Church (EB) 

22nd 
MAY 

11.15am 
Telephone Church (RS) 

29th 

MAY 

11.15am 
Telephone Church (KW) 



7 

GROBY/RATBY IN-CHURCH SERVICES - MAY  

MIDWEEK COMMUNION SERVICES - May 2022 

GROBY Wed 9.30am 4th 11th 18th 25th 

DATE GROBY   RATBY 

1st 
 

3rd Sunday  
of Easter 

 

8.00am 

Holy Communion (EB)  
 

9.30am 
Morning Worship 
(All Age Team) 

10.00am 
Holy Communion (NC) 

6.00pm 

Holy Communion (NC)  
 

 8th 
 

4th Sunday 
of Easter 

 

8.00am 

Holy Communion (NC)  
 

 

10.00am 
Benefice Holy Communion 

(NC) 

6.00pm 

Evensong  (NC) 
 

15th 
 

5th Sunday 
of Easter 

 
8.00am 

Holy Communion (EB)  

9.30am 
C.Aid service with URC at P&J

(EB) 

10.00am 

Christian Aid service 
at Methodist Chapel  

4.00pm 
Chattabox Super Sunday

(Team) 
 

22nd 
 

6th Sunday 
of Easter 

 

8.00am 

Holy Communion (EB) 
 

 9.30am 

Morning Worship (KW) 

 10.00am 

C.Aid service with 
Methodists (EB) 

 6.00pm 

Evensong (KW) 
 

29th 
7th Sunday 
of Easter 

 

 
8.00am 

Holy Communion ()EB 

9.30am 
Holy Communion (EB) 

 10.00am 

Morning Worship (JH/AK) 

6.00pm 

Evensong (RS) 
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1st Fri 9.30 - 11.00am CTG CatCh at the URC 

2nd Sat 10.00 - 12.00pm Groby Tasters hosted at the URC 

1st Sun 8.00am 
9.30am 
10.00am 
11.15am 
12.00pm 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion at Groby 
All Age Worship at Groby - Baptism, Casper 
Holy Communion at Ratby 
Telephone Church 
Baptism at Ratby (Alfie) 
Holy Communion at Groby 

2nd Mon 9.00am Morning Prayer at Ratby 

3rd Tues 9.00 - 10.30am 
9.00pm 

Young Families at Ratby church 
Online Night Prayer 

4th Wed 9.30am 
3.15 - 4.30pm 

Holy Communion at Groby 
Wacky Wednesdays at Ratby church 

5th Thurs 9.00am 
10.30 - 12.00 pm 

Online Morning Prayer 
CTG Fair Cuppa at Groby Village Hall 

6th Fri 9.30 - 11.00am CTG CatCh at the URC 

7th Sat 10.00 - 12.00pm Groby Tasters hosted at the URC 

8th Sun 8.00am 
10.00am 
12.00pm 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion at Groby 
Benefice Holy Communion at Ratby 
Baptism at Groby (Noah) 
Evensong at Groby 

9th Mon 9.00am Morning Prayer at Ratby 

10th Tues 9.00 - 10.30am 
9.00pm 

Young Families at Ratby church 
Online Night Prayer 

11th Wed 9.30am 
2.30pm 
3.15 - 4.30pm 

Holy Communion at Groby 
Church Women’s Guild meeting 
Wacky Wednesdays at Ratby church 

12th Thurs 9.00am 
10.30 - 12.00pm 

Online Morning Prayer 
CTG Fair Cuppa at Groby Village Hall 

13th Fri 9.30 - 11.00am 
2.00pm 
6.00pm 

CTG CatCh at the URC 
Senior’s cinema at Ratby church 
Family cinema at Ratby church 

14th Sat 10.00 - 12.00pm Groby Tasters hosted at the URC 

May Diary 
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15th Sun 8.00am 
9.30am 
10.00am 
11.15am 
4.00pm 

Holy Communion at Ratby 
Christian Aid service with URC at P&J 
Christian Aid service at Ratby Methodists  
Telephone Church 
Chattabox Super Sunday at Groby 

16th Mon 9.00am Morning Prayer at Ratby 

17th Tues 9.00 - 10.30am 
9.00pm 

Young Families at Ratby church 
Online Night Prayer 

18th Wed 9.30am 
3.15 - 4.30pm 

Holy Communion at Groby 
Wacky Wednesdays at Ratby church 

19th Thurs 9.00am 
10.30 - 12.00pm 

Online Morniing Prayer 
CTG Fair Cuppa at Groby Village Hall 

20th Fri 9.30 - 11.00am CTG CatCh at the URC 

21st Sat 10.00 - 12.00pm Groby Tasters hosted at the URC 

22nd Sun 8.00am 
9.30am 
10.00am 
10.00 - 11.00am 
10.30am 
11.15am 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion at Groby 
Morning Worship at Groby 
C.Aid service with Methodists at P&J Ratby 
Children’s Church at Ratby 
Crossfire 2G at 37 Crane Ley Road 
Telephone Church 
Evensong at Groby 

23rd Mon 9.00am Morning Prayer at Ratby 

24th Tues 9.00 - 10.30am 
9.00pm 

Young Families at Ratby church 
Online Night Prayer 

25th Wed 9.30am 
3.15 - 4.30pm 

Holy Communion at Groby 
Wacky Wednesdays at Ratby church 

26th Thurs 9.00am 
10.30 - 12.00 pm 

Online Morning Prayer 
CTG Fair Cuppa at Groby Village Hall 

27th Fri 9.30 - 11.00am CTG CatCh at the URC 

28th Sat 10.00 - 12.00pm Groby Tasters hosted at the URC 

29th Sun 8.00am 
9.30am 
10.00am 
11.15am 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion at Ratby 
Holy Communion at Groby  
Morning Worship at Ratby  
Telephone Church 
Evensong at Groby 

30th Mon  
9.00am 

Schools Half Term 
Morning Prayer at Ratby 

31st Tues 9.00pm Online Night Prayer 
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Rector’s Ramblings 
 

In the call for folk to help with the mowing of the   
churchyard in Ratby, I decided I should try to lead from 
the front and volunteer myself. Leadership is sometimes 
about service and setting an example that others might 
follow – which is very much what Jesus did. 
 

But more than this, in our service we often find ourselves 
given unexpected blessings from God. So it was for me in 
mowing the Churchyard. Firstly, I simply enjoyed being 
outside, the exercise, the smell of the cut grass and at 
the end looking over the freshly mown churchyard and 
the satisfaction of a job done. 
 

Secondly, I met people coming to visit the graves of 
those that they have loved and lost. It was wonderful to 
be able to stop and chat for a moment and offer what 
comfort I could. This included one chap for whom I had 
only recently taken the funeral of his wife. I think God 
knew I would be needed then and I don’t believe in      
coincidences, only God-incidences. Our God is always  
quietly working in our world whether we realise it or not. 
 

Thirdly, as I pushed the mower past the graves, looking 
at the names engraved on the headstones, I prayed.       
I prayed for those whose names I saw, and those I did 
not in the as yet unmarked graves, and the families who 
would still be mourning their loss, some whom I knew 
and many I did not. But God, who loves each and every 
one of us, knows them all and I know I can trust God to 
answer my prayers in the way needed. And as I prayed, 
knowing that we were slowly approaching Easter, I was 
reminded afresh of the promise we have through the 
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is 
the promise I remind every family of at funerals and 
which I always hope and pray will bring comfort – that by 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, through faith, 
the dead will rise again and we will be reunited in the love 
of God for all eternity. 
 

In this Eastertide, may we all know this hope, this very 
promise of our Lord and Saviour and share this good 
news far a wide. 
 

God bless you all this Eastertide and always, 
 

Rev’d Ed. 
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Magazine advertising 

Do you know of anyone who would welcome the opportunity to advertise 
their business in our parish magazine 

  The circulation is  around 200 people, mostly in our village, 11 
times a year as a paper copy, and it is also available on ‘A Church Near You’        
website. 

We ask for just £20 a year for this facility.  
Anyone interested should email 

stpandjmagazine@googlemail.com 

 

Rev’d Noel’ Leaving Service 
 

Rev’d Noel’s Leaving Service will be on    
Sunday 8th May at 10am at Ratby with a 
bring and share lunch in the Church Rooms 
afterwards (we will organise sign up sheets 
with suggested contributions so we get a  
variety, or drop me a note of what you might 
bring to add to the list). 
 

For those that can’t make that, Noel will also 
be leading the 8am Communion service and 
6pm Evensong, both in Groby, as another 
opportunity to say goodbye. 
 

For those who would like to contribute a  
little something to a leaving gift, do let me 
know and you can give it to me, or leave it at 
the parish office (label the envelope as ‘for Noel’ or similar!) or I can arrange 
to come and pick it up if that helps. 

God bless you all, 
Rev’d Ed 
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Sun 1st 9.30 am All age worship Groby P and J all age 

Tues 3rd 9.00am Young Families Ratby Church under 5s 

Wed 4th 3.15pm Wacky Wednesdays Ratby Church Primary 

Fri 6th 9.30am Catch URC Groby under 5s 

Tues 10th 9.00am Young Families Ratby Church under 5s 

Wed 11th 3.15pm Wacky Wednesdays Ratby Church Primary 

Fri 13th 9.30am Catch URC Groby under 5s 

Fri 13th 6.00pm Family Cinema Ratby Church Families 

Sun 15th $.00pm Super Sunday Groby Church  

Tues 17th 9.00am Young Families Ratby Church under 5s 

Wed 18th 3.15pm Wacky Wednesdays Ratby Church Primary 

Fri 20th 9.30am Catch URC Groby under 5s 

Sun 22nd 10.00am Children’s Church  Ratby church rooms 1 - 11 

Sun 22nd 10.30am Crossfire 2G 37 Crane Ley Road Secondary 

Tues 24th 9.00am Young Families Ratby Church under 5s 

Wed 25th 3.15pm Wacky Wednesdays Ratby Church Primary 

Fri 27th 9.30am Catch URC Groby under 5s 

What’s happening for the children  

and families in our Benefice? 
 

May 

Chattabox Sundays 
 

      at 4pm Sunday 15th May 

  At St Philip and St James, Groby 
 

This service is aimed at youngsters and their families but all are welcome. 
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(every 4th Sunday in the month) 
10.00 am to 11am (approx) 

 
Church Rooms, Church Lane, Ratby 
followed by a blessing in St Philip 

and St James Church, Ratby  
 

Drop the children off and stay or go 
to Church yourself 

All Welcome, Come join us  
for stories, singing, adventures  
and most of all fun! 

Suggested donation: 
£1 per child 

Children’s drinks free 

 

Every Wednesday 
In term time 

 

3.15pm to 4.30pm 
 

St Philip and St James Church, 
Ratby 

 

All Welcome, Come join us  
for stories, singing, adventures  

and most of all fun! 
 

We recommend facemasks for 
adults while moving round the 

building 

Suggested donation: 
£1 per child 

Children’s drinks free 
Tea/coffee 50p  

suggested donation 

We recommend wearing facemasks for adults 
while moving round the building 

Children’s drinks free 
Suggested Donation Tea/Coffee 50p 

 

 

Come join us for stories, singing, 
adventures and most of all fun! 

Young Families 
 

Every Tuesday 
(term time) 

 

9.00am to 10.30am 
 

St Philip and St James 
Church, Ratby  
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OPEN THE BOOK 

 
During March and April, we had the immense       
privilege of presenting the Easter story to all four 
schools in our two villages. Over 2,000 children heard 
the message of what Jesus did for us on the cross. 
You could have heard a pin drop at all  presentations 
and we understand that some interesting questions were 
raised in classrooms afterwards. 
 

The scene began with Jesus sharing bread and wine at the 
last supper, telling his disciples that this is how they are to 
remember him; just before Judas crept away to appear in 
the next scene accompanied by a Roman soldier for the   
arrest and crucifixion. From the cross Jesus tells John to 
look after Mary saying, “she’s your mother now” The final 
scene is the joyous moment at the tomb when the women 
encounter an angel and meet Jesus alive, risen from the 
dead. 
 

As our rehearsal and presentations are spread over three 
weeks it was inevitable that some members of the cast were 
either laid low with covid or taking holiday. This meant some 
team members having to play more than one role with swift 
costume changes between scenes. At one point, due to  
sudden illness, there was a strong possibility that Jesus 
would be celebrating the last supper alone!! This was  
avoided by cast members stepping into sessions they were 
not scheduled for. 
 

Thanks are due to the whole team which now has members 
from all four churches in our two villages. 

Chris Davies 



15 

 

Christian Aid Week 2022 
15th – 21st May 

 

Once again Churches Together in Groby will be 
supporting Christian Aid Week by delivering en-
velopes to every home in the village. We will not 
however, be calling back to collect donations. 
Instead there will be a number of drop off points, 
most of which will be marked by a poster in the 
window where donations can be left. For those who prefer to give online  
donations can also be made via our Churches Together in Groby       
Justgiving page.  
Go to......  
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Churches-Together-In-Groby-
Christian-Aid-Week-2022 
 

or use the following QR code.  
 
 The focus of the appeal this year is Zimbabwe, 
where the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for 
families like Jessica’s. The combined effects of Covid 
19, conflict and drought have robbed her of the power 
to feed her children. And 7000 miles away the war in 
Ukraine will drive up food prices in Zimbabwe and around the globe.  
Without the  fertiliser and  foods – like wheat and cooking oil – that 
Ukraine and Russia produce; vulnerable families are pushed even deeper 
into hunger. 

 Your gifts could help Jessica set up water taps on her farm, learn to 
grow food, and provide seeds that thrive in drought – giving her all she 
needs to turn her dry, dusty land into a garden of hope. 
 We will be holding a joint service with our friends from the URC at 
9.30am on Sunday 15th May. This will be at St Philip and St James. At 
this service we have been fortunate to obtain Martin Gage from Christian 
Aid as the speaker. Martin was    
previously Christian Aid regional             
co-ordinator  for Leicestershire and it 
will be good to hear from someone 
with his experience and passion.  
  Thank you to all those who 
have  offered to deliver envelopes 
and to be drop off points. Your help 
is greatly appreciated. 

Chris Davies 
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   FAIR CUPPA 

  Thursdays at the Village Hall 
   10.30 to 12.00 noon 

 

Please come along for a chat and a cuppa! 
 

For further information contact Elizabeth Jarvis 0116 287 6110 

FAIR CUPPA ROTA - MAY 

5 May Connie & Beryl 

12 May Linda & Pat 

19 May Elizabeth & Hilary 

26 May P K Earring & Janet 

 

APCM 
 

The date of our Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting has been set for Wednesday 

11th May at 7.30pm In church. 
 

Please make a note of this in your diary. 
Your attendance will be very much welcomed 

 
If you have been asked to write a report of activities over 

the last year, Chris Davies needs to have these at the very 
latest by 24th April 
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SUMMER TRIP FOR SENIORS  - Wednesday August 17TH
 

As part of our holiday at home week this year I am organising a day trip 
to Trentham gardens near Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire  
 

It is a great day out. The cost of the trip includes entrance to 
the  beautiful gardens  and refreshments of tea/coffee and fresh 
cream scone in the tea rooms situated within the gardens. As well as 
the gardens you can pop into the  Trentham Shopping Village with 
77 timber lodges, housing Shops, Cafe s and Restaurants , There’s 
plenty to see and do within the  vast Trentham Garden Centre  or a 
walk with  barbary macaques at the Monkey Forest (there is an extra 
charge for that activity) 
 

The whole site is very accessible for people of all levels of mobility  It 
is easily accessible for wheelchair users , and the facilities suitably 
equipped. Those with limited mobility will appreciate the smoothness 
of the terrain and abundance of benches. Wheelchairs are available 
for use from the Gardens Entrance in exchange for a deposit of car / 
house keys (wheelchairs hired from the Gardens entrance can be used 
over the whole estate). Chairs are available on a first come first 
served basis and so they  do not take reservations. 
 

The cost of the trip will be £25 per person  There are 2 pick up 
points (The Bulls Head Ratby , Groby ex-serviceman’s club    

Please contact Joan Hawkins- Pastoral Assistant 
 tel: 07545909868   if you would like to go 
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After the Easter school holiday singing resumes at the Groby Club for adult 
singers on Wednesdays, 1.30-3.00pm and/or 7.30-9.00pm.  Since we restarted 
in February, numbers have gradually been creeping up with over 100 singers 
having joined us again including some new faces, which is good to see. When 
we resume, the much-loved cake will be part of our breaks again. Do join us, it’s 
a great way to make new friends.  
 

The good news continues as we will be starting our Children’s/Youth Choir 
again on Wednesday 27th April from 3.40-4.40pm at the Groby Club.        
Children and young singers aged 7 and over will be made very welcome whether 
they’ve attended in the past or not.  Most children enjoy singing and, like the 
adults, there will be a place for everyone who wants to have a go. Please        
encourage all the young people you know, including teenagers, to come along on 
27th April or on any other Wednesday during term time.  Our conductor, Simon, 
is looking forward to teaching songs that will appeal to our young singers (and 
expand the adults’ repertoire too!)  There will be a short refreshment break when 
squash, water and a snack will be provided. 
 

Parents/carers will need to complete a registration form for safeguarding        
purposes and are welcome to either leave their child for the hour or to stay and 
enjoy listening to the singing sessions.  Please note that siblings who are not 
singing must remain in the care of their parents or carers.  It will cost the choir 
about £1.50 per child to run each session. As Groby Sings is a registered charity, 
we would ask for your support in making a donation, if you are able, when your 
child attends. 
 

For enquiries, please contact us via our website www.grobysings.org. 
 

Groby Sings is a Registered Charity no. 1180490. 

ON THE ROAD 
 again! 
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Rector’s Recipes 
 

Baked Gnocchi with Crispy Ham Hock and Peas  
 

I love simple dishes involving a roasting tin and putting a lovely 

set of ingredients together and letting it bake in the oven. This is 
one I do quite regularly now and needs no accompaniment other 

than a nice glass of white wine or whatever your 

favourite drink might be! 

 

Ingredients 
 

500g gnocchi 

400g frozen peas (I use petit pois) 
300g crème fraiche 

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 

½ teaspoon sea salt flakes (optional) 

freshly ground black pepper 
180g shredded ham hock 

½ lemon, juice only 

handful flat leaf parsley leaves, finely chopped 

 

Method  
 

Preheat the oven to 180°C fan/200°C/gas 6. 

Put the gnocchi in a large bowl an pour over a kettleful of 

boiling water. Leave to stand for 2 minutes and then 
drain. 

Put the gnocchi into a roasting tin along with the peas, 

crème fraiche, mustard, salt (if using) and freshly ground 

black pepper and mix together well. 

Scatter the shredded ham hock evenly all over and grind 
over a little more black pepper. 

Transfer to the oven and bake for about 25 minutes until the 

ham is nicely crisped. 

Remove from the oven, squeeze over the lemon juice and 
scatter over the chopped parsley. 

Serve hot and enjoy! 
 

Rev’d Ed 
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Ratby Telephone Befriending Service 
  

Would you be interested in becoming a 
Volunteer befriender? 

  

What is our telephone befriending service? 
  

It is a service for people living in and around Ratby 
and Groby. The aim of the Telephone Befriending Service is to provide 
support to people who may be suffering from the debilitating effects of 
loneliness and/or social isolation. 
  

We will offer an individual a friendly volunteer who will ring the person 
each week for a chat. It is a completely confidential service. Training and 
support will be available to the volunteer. 
  
If you want to know more about becoming a volunteer please contact 
Joan Hawkins on 07545909868. 

 

CHURCH WOMEN’S GUILD REPORT FOR MAY 2022 
 

HELLO EVERYONE  
 

Our April Meeting was held on Wednesday 13th April at the home 
of Connie Woodard, 19 Highfield Road, Groby .    10 ladies      
attended , we all enjoyed a good chat and catch up together with tea 
and hot X buns for Easter, provided by Connie and Jane.  Many 
Thanks Girls!!! 
 

On Wednesday 11th May, 2022 we are meeting at the home of 
Judy Leacy, 178 Ratby Road, Groby, at 2,30 p.m. with speaker.   
For our June Meeting on 8th June 2022 we hope to book for 
lunch at 12.30 pm.  More information, take names etc at the May 
Meeting.  Also arrange lifts. 
 

STAY SAFE!!!!    Keep in touch with each other and pray for everyone 
who needs our thoughts at this time.   As my husband Graham would say 
“Chin up and Keep Smiling” 
 

Why not come and join us at one of our meetings for friendship, tea and 
cake!!!!  
 

For more information please contact Annette Fowler (2873169). 
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Prayer for Peace 

 

with songs and silence 

 

inspired by the international 

monastic community of Taizé, France 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

22nd May 

26th June    

All at 6pm Trinity Methodist Church 

Main St, Markfield LE67 9UU 
 

For more information: Karen 07739 555015 

karensilverwood@googlemail.com   www.taize.fr/en 

Churchyard burials following closure 
 
Following the official notice placed in the January 
magazine with regard to the closure of our church-
yard and the discontinuance of burials, can we  
reassure you that if you have a reserved grave 
space, burials may still take place. In addition  
burials may still take place in family graves where 
there is space. Internment of ashes may also take 
place in family graves. 
 
The grass cutting and general maintenance of the 
churchyard has now become the responsibility of 

the parish council and we are grateful for their work in keeping the area 
looking tidy. 
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News from The Meek Family 
in South Arica 

Throughout this week, we have emphasised the “for 
ALL” of Christ’s sacrifice: everyone, no exceptions, no 
one left out nor denied. Having the Ywam Team from 
Switzerland with us has been such an amazing blessing 
in itself and the members being from Australia, Germany, 
America and UK exemplifies “for ALL”. 
 
We thought we had too many packets for such a quiet 
‘ghost town’ on a Public Holiday but it was so good to 

GOOD FRIDAY ...Let me share with you what this morning was like for us. Up at 
4am, as is usual for a 7-7.30 am departure and when continuing preparations 
and packing bags of food and making coffee. We also had the last bundles of 
clothes and shoes to distribute to folk we’d not seen Wednesday evening. (A 
friend had sorted out her late husband’s wardrobe, such a labour of love and 
compassion; we saw reminders of Rodney in the clothes worn by folk today.) We 
also had specific items for individuals: antiseptic cream, Vicks, Menthol sweets 
for those with colds, arnica cooling gel and a shoulder bag of art materials for an 
amazingly talented old man... an absolute privilege to share my abundant      
supplies with him.  
Many bags and boxes to fit in the car! 
 

     The aim of going into Town this Good Friday was not just to find those waking 
up from a cold wet night but to also emphasis the Day itself, Easter and 
 to share the Gospel. 
 

A DIY packet of bread, cheese  
and eggs was accompanied 
by a Hot Cross Bun with this  
verse: a conversation starter! 
We had 40 packets and 80+  
Hot Cross Bun & verse bags 
 

THANK YOU! 
WE GAVE THE BUNS ON YOUR  
BEHALF FROM CHRISTMAS 
DONATIONS. 

For Christ died for sins once for all, 
To bring you to God 

1Peter 3: 18 

Want Christus het eens en vir altyd vir sondes 
gesterf om jou na God te bring 
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find folk and catch up with those not seen this week. We even 
went back to the house to make some more packets and     
coffee! The Lord brought people to us: to laugh, chat,         
commiserate with, to pray, to listen and for us to be prayed for. 
  

We Thank The Lord for the Provision: (donations, and an    
unexpected bag of ten loaves of bread from someone we have 
never met! And of energy: His strength) 
We are so grateful for His Protection: no one complained, 
moved us on nor were we in danger even though such is    
possible. (One man under cardboard boxes we woke up with a 
loud “Good Morning, it’s Tannie” had a huge carving knife for 
his own protection. That’s why we stand at least a metre away 
and begin  loudly introducing ourselves as we approach; 
avoids sleepy panicked reactions; I’ve done first aid for    
someone stabbed by another they roused from sleep.) No one 
seemed under the influence of alcohol or drugs nor              
demonically abusive.  

The Lord’s Favour. 

And a lovely thing is that some of the folk could share the blessing with others: 
*A young woman waiting for her Mum to fetch her to spend time with her 6 year 
old daughter: she could take kid’s clothes and the Hot Cross Bun bags for the 
family. *A car guard could take for the Tannie who lets him sleep in the back 
yard *and a father for his children. *A couple of young men said they would pass 
on spare verses to others later in the day. 
 

We thought we’d be giving the verse bags to strangers but it became obvious 
that it was for the folk we see to be able to give and bless others too.  
 
This Easter, I think folk feel included in ‘the season’.  
On Wednesday evening, the Team had given Bibles to some who were now  
talking about Easter narrative. Some had received ‘new clothes’ for Easter; and 
traditional items like eggs, nests and hot cross buns were in the packets  
throughout this week as well as the ‘curriculum’ of verses and designs. The new 
Pastor at the United Church where Ruth and Jean were married has declared his 
heart for the homeless and took the Youth Group to The Plein to witness and 
give Easter eggs (We have just started to attend that Church... an answer to 
prayer!) There is a ‘Homeless Church’ on Sundays. 
 We will next go to town with The Ywam Team on Easter Monday 
and Tuesday: we hope that individuals feel part of  
something bigger, a family, connected ...”for ALL” 
 

XXX Steve, Val, Hannah, Ruth and Jean XXX 



24 

C H U R C H  R E G I S T E R S  

W e d d i n g s  
 

Ratby / Groby  
None  

B apt i s m s  

Ratby  
8 January      ~     Darcey  Donlan 
23 January    ~    Ayoyemi Olanrewaju -Price 

Groby  
27 March   ~   Emily Rought 
27 March  ~   Maximillian Rought 
 

We welcome them into the church family 

F un e r al s  
 

Ratby  
24 February  ~    Susan Orton 
25 February  ~    Patricia Clements 
25 March        ~   Ruth Taylor 
13 April           ~    Diane Orton 
Groby  
19 January   ~    Anthony Attwell 
27 January  ~   Dorrell Langton 
8 March        ~    John Field 
9 March        ~     David Southam  
11 April        ~      Eileen Marvin 
 

We extend our sympathy and prayers to the family and friends, and pray 
that they may find peace through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Please when possible           
patronise our advertisers  

and let them know you saw 
their advertisement in the  

Groby Church Parish              
Magazine. 

 

Do you receive the magazine 
on a regular basis? 

 

If not and you would like to have a 
copy each month, please contact a 
member of the clergy or one of the 

church wardens. 
 

You will find their details on the     
contact list overleaf. 

 

June Magazine Deadline 

Saturday 21st May 
 

Please send all items to  
stpandjmagazine@googlemail.com 

 

Items for the 
weekly news sheet 

to: 

Keith.wignall@ntlworld.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
 

Hayley Moore 
0116 239 3768 
office@bradgatechurches.org.uk 

Church Cleaning - May 

2 May - 15 May Elizabeth & Christine 

16 May - 29 May Linda & John 

30 May - 12 June Chris D & Julie 

ALTAR FLOWERS - May 

 Altar Memorial Vase 

1 May Ruth Scott  

8 May   

15 May Chris Davies  

22 May   

29 May E & P Smitherman  
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CONTACTS 

 
Rector     Revd Dr Ed Bampton 23 Ferndale Drive, Ratby  239  6520 
  email: RevDrEdBampton@outlook.com 
Priest  Revd Noel Colley 58 Pym Ley Lane, Groby  07757 302271 
  email: revnoelcolley@gmail.com 
Readers      Keith Wignall 12 Beacon Close, Groby  231 1439 
      Ruth Scott 30 Greys Drive, Groby  232 1175 
Churchwarden s Andrew Scott 30 Greys Drive, Groby  232 1175 
  Christine Davies 12 Sycamore Grove, Groby  231 2070 
 
Manifest Men’s Group      
Verger Owen Lawrence     01530 243179 
PCC Minute Sec.    Liz Collis     238 6027 
Treasurer    Andrew Scott     232 1175 
Gift Aid Secretary    Ruth Scott     232 1175 
Bell-ringers         Sue Scott     01530 249324 
Organist & Choir      Paul Cox     287 0212 
Sunday School    Mike Matthews   287 6179         
Women's Guild    Annette Fowler     287 3169 
Flowers    Violet Atkins     287 3463 
News sheet    Keith Wignall      231 1439 
Verger Emeritus      Marjorie Thomas      287 0330 
Magazine                C Davies / J Newnham     231 2070 / 287 7871 
Website www.grobychurch.org.uk 
 
Magazine email address       stpandjmagazine@googlemail.com 
Parish Office     239 3768  office@bradgatechurches.org.uk 
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RATBY PHARMACY 
 

10 Main Street, Ratby, Leicester, LE6 0JG 
FREE ORDER, COLLECTION AND 
  DELIVERY OF MEDICATIONS  

from 
Anstey, Desford, Forest House     

Medical Centre, Glenfield, Groby, 
Hockley Farm, Newbold Verdon, Rat-
by,  Warren Lane and many other sur-

geries. 
 

PLEASE CALL US ON 
0116 2393139  OR 

Email: ratbychemist@aah-n3.co.uk 

DESIGN 
 

VALUATIONS 
 

REMODELLING 
 

RESTRINGING 
 

WATCH REPAIRS 
 

JEWELLERY CLEANING 
 

JEWELLERY REPAIRS 
 

ENGRAVING 
 

Monday to Saturday 10am  - 5.30pm 
19 Ratby Road, Groby, Leicester,        LE6 

0GF 
 

Tel: 0116 287 0041 
www.cathystephens.co.uk 

Also at  
11 Flying Horse walk. The Poultry,          

Nottingham, NG1 2HN 
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