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Our house group that met over quite a number of years studied and 
enjoyed several books by John Pritchard, our previous Bishop of Oxford. 
I recently discovered this recent book of his. 

Five Events that 

Made Christianity 

JOHN PRITCHARD 

Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost 

 

He begins where we are – thinking about the Ascension - which is this 
coming Thursday 

“Confusion pretty well describes what many Christians experience when 
asked what they believe about the Ascension.  Did Jesus leave the earth 
at high velocity and shoot through the earth’s surrounding atmosphere? 
Where to? Or did Jesus decide to call it a day and return mysteriously to 
heaven?  If so, where or what is heaven? Or did Jesus just disappear 
after a fond farewell, never to be seen again? 

It's easy to assume that the central beliefs of the Christian faith are well 
understood in Britain or at least within the church community.  They 
aren’t.  Research shows that most people in Britain don’t know what 
happened on Good Friday.  …..” 

Bishop John goes on to discuss each of what he refers to as the events 
that made Christianity.  He calls it a love story with its origins in the 
nature of God – the biography of love for God is love. 

Christmas shows us that love is creative by its very nature.  A couple 
create a home together; a writer’s love of words lead to a novel; a 
gardener’s love of plants leads to a beautiful garden. Love always 
creates in some form.   

God so loved the world that he wanted to share what God is. God’s 
desire to communicate love and hope to humankind leads to the 
incarnation - love made flesh in the person of Jesus.  It needed a person 
so that men and women could see God’s ways in him and hear God’s 
words. 



And so Jesus lived to announce the kingdom of God, the reign of love, 
justice and peace.   Such unlimited love was bound to be unsafe in a 
world like ours.  The power of this message about a new world order 
based on love became increasingly disturbing to both the religious and 
the secular leaders of the day and they eventually conspired to get rid of 
this dangerous man – Good Friday. 

But that kind of love is too powerful to kill off for good.  Jesus died, but 
the kingdom of God that he demonstrated, the reign of love that he 
embodied, was raised by God to vindicate all that Jesus represented.  
Jesus lives, love has come again, and every negative and destructive 
force is put on notice – Easter. 

Almighty love had been let loose in the world and it had to be given its 
proper place.  If the disciples were to do their work, they had to know 
where they were, and where Jesus was.  Otherwise, it was all confused. 
So the Ascension was the event that put everyone in their place – Jesus 
at the right hand of the Father and members of the new Jesus 
movement back in their own space but as ambassadors of the kingdom 
of love. 

There was just one thing missing.  There was a big job to do now, 
getting out on the road with their new mandate and the disciples did not 
feel up to it yet.  God’s answer to that problem was simply to make the 
power of God’s love available to every believer.  It was the coming of the 
Holy Spirit – Pentecost. 

John Pritchard again, 

“It’s the story of love – a love that is creative, redemptive, and 
transformational.  There’s nothing sentimental about this love; its 
tempered with steel. It’s been through the fire of the cross and is offered 
to the world as its last, best, and only hope.  This is the biography of 
love, and we retell it in whole or in part every Sunday as we gather as 
God’s people in worship. In the eucharist we recapitulate the story and 
reclaim its power in our lives.  We’re invited to let our story be absorbed 
into God’s great story in such a way that God can continue to write his 
love into the world.” 

 

 

 

 


