
Fifth Sunday of Easter 15 May 2022 
  
First Reading  Acts 11:1-18  

The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when 
Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticised him 3 and said, ‘You went into the house of uncircumcised 
men and ate with them.’ 

4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a 
vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I 
was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a voice 
telling me, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 

8 ‘I replied, “Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 

9 ‘The voice spoke from heaven a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” 10 This happened 
three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 

11 ‘Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit 
told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s 
house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, “Send to Joppa for Simon who is called 
Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.” 

15 ‘As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what 
the Lord had said: “John baptised with[a] water, but you will be baptised with[b] the Holy Spirit.” 17 So if God gave them the 
same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?’ 

18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, ‘So then, even to Gentiles God has 
granted repentance that leads to life.’ 

Second Reading: Rev 21:1-6 

Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth,’[a] for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no 
longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling-place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their 
God. 4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death”[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.’ 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ Then he said, ‘Write this down, for these words 
are trustworthy and true.’ 

6 He said to me: ‘It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water 
without cost from the spring of the water of life. 

 
Gospel John 13:31-35 
 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 
32 If God has been glorified in him,[j] God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I 
am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am 
going, you cannot come.” 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.’ 
 
HOMILY 
 
 



When Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical Aspects of Love opened in London’s West End in 1989, one song in 
particular stood out. It quickly became associated with the singer Michael Ball, who led the original cast and also 
starred in the first Broadway production the following year. With lyrics by Don Black and Charles Hart, “Love 
Changes Everything” may well have changed things for Michael. He had already starred in both Les Misérables and 
Phantom of the Opera, but his recording of this song took him into the charts, kick-starting a highly successful 
career with numerous hit albums and world tours. 
 
Many of the lyrics of “Love Changes Everything” have direct relevance to today’s Gospel, and indeed to the reading 
from the Acts of the Apostles, which is compulsory during this Easter season. Even the title might remind us that 
God’s love for the world, so vividly illustrated in the life and death of Jesus, can change everything in our lives. 
 
Today’s Gospel opens with verses full of glory. Jesus talks repeatedly about having been glorified. But what has 
just happened? Judas has that very moment set out to betray him. Soon Jesus will be arrested and crucified, the 
cruel and shameful death for law-breakers. But as those song lyrics maintain: “Love changes everything, brings you 
glory, brings you shame.” What seemed a shameful punishment, an end to this troublesome Jesus of Nazareth, 
would be changed, transformed by God’s love into something glorious – the resurrection. 
 
The reading ends with Jesus giving his disciples “a new commandment” – to love one another as he had loved 
them. Before Jesus was born there had already been commandments to love God and our neighbours as 
ourselves. Jesus had taught that these had priority over all others. Indeed, the original Ten Commandments were 
given to help people love God and one another. But they’d been expanded into many detailed rules on religious 
practice and everyday life. In today’s reading from Acts, Peter has learned that complicated food rules, for example, 
could not separate people from God’s love.  
 
Rules we make. Rules had gradually been introduced by some human beings to mark them out as God’s chosen 
people, superior to other races. Many such rules were difficult to keep, and people often felt guilty about breaking 
them. Guilt can spoil our relationship with God. Jesus urges us to love other people as he loves us, rather than 
simply as we love ourselves. ‘As I have loved you’ – unconditionally. Why? Often we don’t love ourselves. 
Sometimes we don’t even like ourselves much, feeling unworthy of God’s love, feeling ashamed of things we may 
have said or done, of “rules” we have broken. 
 
The new commandment reminds us that however unworthy we might feel, whatever rules we’ve broken, God loves 
us so much that Jesus was prepared to die for all of us. Can we love ourselves that much? Jesus knew that Judas 
would betray him, yet still he washed his feet. Peter would later deny him, yet the risen Jesus commissioned him to 
feed his sheep, and Peter would preach the good news of the resurrection and what it meant to all people, Jews 
and Gentiles. Jesus himself broke many of the “rules”. He healed and helped people regardless of their race or 
religion, their gender or their background. Can we love others like that – reach out and touch them, even if they 
don’t follow our “rules”? 
 
The relationships in the musical Aspects of Love are complicated. But God’s love for us is simple. It’s unconditional 
and total. Paradoxically, if we open our hearts to that unchanging love, it changes everything. As the song tells us, it 
changes “How you live and how you die.” 
 
Many successful songs are about love. It’s what keeps the record industry in business. On the surface they’re about 
the love of one human being for another. But listen to your favourite love song and imagine it’s about God’s love for 
you. Such love can change our guilt into the knowledge of God’s forgiveness, change our shame into glory. It can 
improve our behaviour towards others and change their lives, too, often for the better. Because love really does 
change everything. 
   
 


