
Rogation Sunday 
 
Reading: Romans 8:18-25 
 
 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 
revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for 
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; 
23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in[o] hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes[p] for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for 
it with patience. 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 6:25 – 35 
 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,[j] or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the 
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of 
life?[k] 28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither 
toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much 
more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we 
drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God[l] and his[m] 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
 
 
Sermon 
 
Today is Rogation Sunday – named for the Latin verb ‘rogare’ 
- to ask. Today is the Sunday in the church’s year that we ask God’s blessing on our crops and our labours. 
Since our patron, St Botolph, is also the patron saint of farmers and farming It seems appropriate to mark 
this Sunday and reflect on our stewardship of the world God has entrusted us with. 
 
So today we ask God’s blessing as a way of reminding ourselves that without his help, we can do nothing. 
We ask for his favour and provision of our needs. We ask his protection of all that sustains us. We ask 
for......... 
 
In this day and age, what do we ask God for? Do we ask for protection against climate change? For 
deliverance from the poisons we have scattered over our soil? For salvation from the effects of our plunder 
of the earth’s resources? For God to fix the mess we have got ourselves into? As the climate crisis deepens 
and the war in Ukraine continues, we see more than ever  how dependent we are on the earth, how co-
dependent we are on neighbouring countries for the food and resources we take for granted. 
 
For too long, we have seen the earth as a temporary home, something we pass through en route to 
heaven, so what we do to it is irrelevant.  Anyway, in Genesis, didn’t God command us to ‘have dominion 
over the earth’? The word translated ‘dominion’ is the Hebrew ‘rada’ which has connotations of care-
giving and nurturing, not exploitation. As humanity is made in the image of God, we should relate to 
Creation in the same way that God relates to it.  
 



 How do we ‘rada’ the earth? We all know about the thermostat down one degree, turning off unused 
lights, not brushing our teeth under running water, but it does not stop there. Are we checking where 
products have been sourced? Are we purchasing items that can be repaired? Do we know what the chicken 
we have just bought has been fed on (if it’s soya, that’s bad news for the environment!)  
 
For every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction. – Newton’s 3rd Law. When we switch on a light 
bulb to make our room brighter, a bit of energy goes from the National Grid, when we dig a space for our 
rosebushes to grow, we remove a space where wild things might find a home, when we throw away a 
plastic straw we throw away a tiny little bit of the earth’s resources. 
 
For the first time ever this year, I have decided to stop trying to keep a patch of garden tidy. It’s a difficult 
patch to do anything with as the ground is laced with tree roots and it is heavily shaded. Every year I at 
least try to keep the weeds down. This year, inspired by the Wycombe Bee Square project, I have allowed it 
to grow wild as a sanctuary for wildlife. Result! It looks the best it’s ever looked! We have a beautiful wild 
area, full  of jack in the hedge, borage, crane’s bill, nettles and cow parsley to name but a few of the 
hedgerow plants that have sprung up. Our very own bit of wild. 
 
We only have one Earth. The science fiction scenarios of mining asteroids or other planets are just that – 
fiction. The plot line goes like this – we have robbed our planet of everything worthwhile, so we will go and 
find another planet to do that to. This is a bit familiar – films like ‘Independence Day’ spring to mind – the 
aliens in the film were intent on doing exactly that to earth.  Or think of the far more cautionary ‘The Day 
the Earth Stood Still’ with Keanu Reeves. The aliens here see the earth as infinitely precious and are intent 
on doing away with humanity to protect the earth.  
 
There is no magic silver bullet that will instantly solve the problems we have created. Rather, the answer 
lies in lots of individual acts that we can each do every day. We CAN do it, we CAN change. The hole in the 
Ozone layer has stopped growing and begun shrinking –  even completely closing over for some of the 
year. International cooperation has banned the use of all but the most essential CFCs (98%) which caused 
the hole in the first place. Acid rain – remember that. You don’t hear much about it now –because it’s no 
longer such a problem. How many of us still use single use carrier bags? In fact, those jute tote bags really 
are quite fun – mine says ‘I’d give up wine but I am no quitter’–tote bags look great and are one tiny 
weapon in the armoury needed to fix our world. Plastic use is the next, plastic bullet. We’ve mastered 
plastic carrier bags, and actually it didn’t hurt a bit. How many of us are trying to buy products free of 
plastic and using bamboo toothbrushes (yes – they are a thing!) Restaurants now offer paper straws only if 
you really need a straw. It is getting easier to make those little changes. 
 
The birds, the grass and the lilies in the Gospel clearly are dear to God. Paul speaks of how the whole fate 
of creation is dependent on us. In  the great Christmas Gospel, we read  ‘All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being’. Jesus is at the very centre of creation – what we do 
to the earth, we also do to Christ. 
 
This is not New Age, fuzzy tree hugging stuff – it’s all there in the Bible. Later in the same letter, Paul talks 
about the need to proclaim the Gospel to ‘every creature under heaven’. We proclaim the Gospel to the 
rhino and the elephant by providing safe places for them to live, to fish and turtles by ensuring the removal 
of the plastics they often mistakenly eat, by leaving that corner of the garden to grow wold.  Let us 
rediscover  ‘rada’ , that true ‘dominion’ over the earth involves us in loving Creation in the same way as 
God does. 
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