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Church & Parish

Church building open daily 
from 10.00am until dusk.
Thank you for your 
support.

Church Diary
Sunday 1st May Third Sunday of Easter 
 10.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 8th May Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 10.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 15th May Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 10.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 22nd May Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 10.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 29th May First Sunday After Ascension 
 10.30am Holy Communion



Churchwarden - Chris Rogers telephone: 01543 492369 email: chris1431@aol.com 
Editor & Churchwarden - Danny Briggs telephone: 01543 490114 email: dannybriggs905@gmail.com 
Parish Church website: www.achurchnearyou.com/armitage-st-john-the-baptist
Village website: www.armitagewithhandsacre.co.uk

Welcome Home
Dementia Action Week runs from 16-22 May this 
year. It is focusing on diagnosis, encouraging people 
who might be living with undiagnosed dementia to 
seek guidance and support. Someone living with 
dementia has said to me, “Diagnosis is like a 
bereavement”. He went on to explain, however, “It’s 
not an end. There’s a life to live.” Both statements 
are true - and they don’t cancel each other out. 
These comments about a diagnosis of dementia hold 
together both the loss and the life, the lamenting and 
the celebrating.

As we name and face dementia and memory 
loss in our churches, we can open up important 
conversations and connections. A good starting point 
could be our Diocese of Lichfield Dementia Action 
Week Prayer:

In moments of confusion, God keep us safe.
In moments of clarity, God grant us joy.
In moments of frustration, God give us 
peace.
In moments of sorrow, God bring us 
comfort.

May God who sees into the secret places of 
our mind,
beyond anything which limits us,
to the person that is us,
has always been and will always be us,
encircle us in his arms,
until that day when all is made new
in his eternal home.

Amen

This prayer holds together both the reality of current 
challenges and the persistent hope that leads 
us forwards. So it goes to the heart of our faith, 
recognising that the cross and resurrection of Jesus 
shows us a path through death to life: the toughest 
place is real, but it does not have the last word.

It may be a helpful prayer to include at the funeral of 
someone who has lived with dementia. In preparing 
for a funeral, a family may be keen to focus on 
the whole lifespan, not just the final chapter with 
dementia - and this might suggest that dementia 
shouldn’t be mentioned. Nevertheless, it is strong 
to acknowledge the reality of the path, without 
giving dementia the final word. So this may be 
helpful prayer to pray, perhaps introduced like this: 
“Remembering the last chapter of [the person]’s 
life and all who are affected by dementia, we 
pray…”.

It’s also a prayer we can use in Dementia Action 
Week across our churches, as we pray for people 
affected by dementia. And it’s a prayer we can pray at 
home, day by day, alongside all who are affected by 
dementia. We recognise the challenge and the loss - 
and we still have the courage to trust in the life and 
love that is deeper.

For more stories and information on how churches 
are supporting families living with dementia, visit 
www.lichfield.anglican.org/dementia-friendly-
church/ or contact Sarah Thorpe, the Dementia-
friendly Church Enabler for Lichfield Diocese on 
07982 248949 or sarah.thorpe@lichfield.anglican.
org



The Church Room
St John the Baptist church building is open daily but if you require access to the 
church room please let Trevor Harvey know on 01543 491154 

May is a lovely month to look for butterflies, 
several of our native species are on the wing 
at this time of year including the striking 
yellow Brimstone. It is thought that the name 
butterfly comes from this large, yellow beauty, 
literally Butter Fly! When you see one flying 
it is highly visible but actually it can be well 
camouflaged too; have a look at the shape of 
the brimstone’s wing and you will see that it 
closely resembles a leaf. When at rest they can 
disappear amongst foliage. 

Brimstones can be seen early in the year as 
they overwinter as adults, emerging from 
hibernation to lay eggs in April or May, 
ready to hatch as green caterpillars in July. 
Following pupation in August, adults are back 
in early autumn, feeding and finding sites to 
overwinter. The other spring butterflies that 
you see will have either overwintered as adults, 
such as the red admiral or small tortoiseshells, 
or as a chrysalis or pupa – orange tips do this 
as do holly blues. Some butterflies overwinter 
as caterpillars, the meadow brown for example.

Brimstone caterpillars feed on buckthorn and 
alder buckthorn so if you are planting a hedge 
try and include these, buckthorn favours 
calcareous soil and alder buckthorn more 
acidic conditions. Churchyards are great for 
butterflies as they contain such a rich array of 
plants. If you have an area which is managed 
as a meadow you may have many species of 
caterpillar chomping away at the plants within 
it. Look out for orange tips laying eggs on 
cuckoo flower, garlic and hedge mustard, or 
the Speckled Wood, also flying in May, which 
lays eggs on native grasses such as Yorkshire 
fog and couch grass. This butterfly prefers long 
grass so may use a tussocky area at the back of 
your churchyard, perhaps near to shade trees.

We’d love to know what butterflies you see as 
well as any other wildlife that you spot. Why 
not while away a sunny hour or two looking 
for butterflies in this beautiful place?

All the best,  
Harriet Carty    
Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor, 
harriet@cfga.org.uk

Brimstone
The original Butterfly



Handsacre Methodist Church 
MAY 2022

We are worshipping together in church 
on Sunday mornings at 9.30 - 10.30.

We look forward to welcoming you, 
whether you come along regularly or 
have never been to church before. 

We are planning many more activities 
from our church over the next few 
weeks and months so please keep 
checking the church Facebook page and 
website.

www.handsacremethodist.org.uk

MEETING POINT Handsacre Methodist Room 
Drop in between 10 am and 11.30 am 
For more information : 01543 491704 or 07890205575

Support for Christian Aid & Refugees in and from Ukraine
We are very grateful for Doreen Bradbury, Diane 
Conway of the parish church and Pauline Hodgkiss 
and Celia Foote of the Methodist church for 
making lovely home made soups once again for 
the Lent lunches. As in most areas of our country, 
attendance was affected by the Covid pandemic, 

but all who came along enjoyed the occasions. 
Pauline Hodgkiss’s cake made it an even more tasty 
occasion! We say a big ‘thank you’ to Liz Coles for 
providing the bread and all who donated. We were 
able to send £336 to Christian Aid.

MEMORIES anD lIgHT
In the week before Easter we 
gathered into the church to 
remember friends and loved 
ones who have died. Lighted 
candles were placed on the 
communion table as we reflected 
on the light of life experiences 
and good times we had shared 
over the years. At this time of 
celebrating resurrection and 
new life, we become aware of the 
meaning of life and can celebrate 
the lives of people we have 
known and loved

Our Easter celebration with 
decorated Easter Baskets was 
necessarily confined to a few this 
year, but as usual, a tremendous 
amount of effort had been 
put into creating the baskets. 
Diane Watkins gave us each a 
beautifully knitted nest of Easter 
eggs.

An auction of baskets and raffle 
raised £80 towards our charities 
for the homeless.

Thank you to all who worked at 
the baskets and all who bid for 
them.  



PROgRaMME FOR MaY
May 3rd:  Craft with Diane

May 10th:  Outing to the Peaks. lunch at Eyre arms & Peak Village Shopping 
Outlet. We are hiring a minibus with access for wheel chairs. Travel cost £10 per 
person. anybody in the village is welcome to apply on 01543 491704.

May 17th:  Bring & Buy in aid of charity.

May 24th: Flower arranging with Vanessa Hunter

May 31st:  Chat

June 7th:  PARTY TO CELEBRATE THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE

armitage with 
Handsacre Parish 
Council
The Parish Council meeting is on the 26th 
of May 2022 at 7pm in Armitage with 
Handsacre Village Hall.

Please contact the Clerk on Samantha.
laplanche@armitagewithhandsacre-pc.
co.uk if you would like to attend.

Charlotte Leach-La Planche 
Office Administrator

CHURCH MICE
ST. JOHn THE BaPTIST CHURCH, Church lane, armitage
Wednesdays 10:30 – 11:30am 
Church Room open from 10am

A free activity for 0-4yr olds (with their 
carers) during school term time. 

Refreshments, stories, songs, play & 
crafts with a Christian theme.

Donations of £1 per family welcomed 

annual subscriptions 
for ‘Church & Parish’ 
magazine
As the Spring approaches, we have 
reached the third anniversary of our 
magazine using this colourful format. You 
may remember that subscribers were 
asked to pay £5:00 to receive delivery to 
their home, of the ten issues published 
through the year. 

If you have overlooked this matter, then 
please either, give the payment due to 
your deliverer, or contact me using the 
numbers listed below :-

Trevor Harvey, (01543) 491154,  
or, 07976801223.



Our Village: an enigma examined...                                                                             
Over the last few years there has been 
considerable interest and several films and 
television programmes about the clever people 
at Bletchley Park who were instrumental in the 
breaking of the German Enigma Code. After 
watching these films and programmes, one 
could be excused for thinking they did it all 
themselves, led by the brilliant Alan Turing. 
The reality however, is that their successes 
simply could not have been achieved without 
the courageous efforts of a number of naval and 
army personnel who risked and sometimes lost 
their lives through their attempts to capture code 
books and enigma machines from the enemy.

One of the earliest of these operations occurred 
on 9th May 1941 and involved the destroyers 
HMS Bulldog, HMS Broadway and the corvette 
HMS Aubretia, part of an escort squadron 
of eight warships guarding convoy OB318 
consisting of 35 merchant ships en route from 
Britain to America. In a combined operation the 
escort ships depth charged the German U-boat 
U-110, whose commander, Fritz-Julius Lemp 
drowned when the entire crew abandoned ship 
in the belief she was sinking. 

The escort commander and captain of HMS 
Bulldog, Commander Joe Baker-Cresswell 
ordered Sub-Lieutenant David Balme to take 
an eight-man boarding party to board U-110 
and remove signal books and anything else 
which looked useful. Balme did this in a whaler, 
rowing across through a very rough sea and 
jumping onto the U-boat with his boarding 
party just before their whaler was smashed to 
pieces alongside U-110. The operation was a 
huge success however, with code books, various 
documents and an undamaged enigma machine 
removed from the radio room, all accomplished 
amidst a barrage of depth charges exploding 

around them, dropped by the escort squadron 
to frighten off any other U-boats. This action, 
subsequently code-named Operation Primrose 
was one of many such operations, frequently 
involving loss of lives, carried out by officers and 
men of the Royal Navy.

Something not widely understood by the general 
public is that there wasn’t just one enigma but 
several using different internal wiring, used by 
each of the branches of the German and Italian 
military. The inventor of this ingenious machine 
was a German named Arthur Scherbius, along 
with a close friend, Richard Ritter, in 1918. The 
design incorporated three scrambler discs which 
enabled the starting point of each day’s cypher to 
be changed on a regular basis.

Scherbius first tried to market different 
versions of his machine to both the business 
community and the military, with a basic version 
to businesses and a much more complicated 
one incorporating a printer to their Foreign 
Office. Neither commercial enterprise nor the 
German government were interested at first, 
partly because of the high price of an individual 
machine, being up to £20,000 at today’s prices. 
It was not until 1925 that Scherbius could start 
enigma mass-production. Over the next 20 
years the German military bought over 30,000 
machines.

All this is of great interest to me because 
for three years in the early ‘60s I served as a 
communications rating with the Canadian 
Navy. Two of those years were spent at sea on 
HMCS St. Croix, a destroyer escort where, 
amongst other duties, I operated a code-
breaking/encrypting device called an Adonis 
machine. This was clearly a development of the 
original Enigma device, being smaller and less 



Ridware History 
Society
Summer Visits Programme
Friday 20 May: In Search of the Lost 
Village of Brindley Heath
Linda Barrett and Phil Grainger will guide us around 
The Chase looking for the remaining evidence of 
a village that ceased to exist after 1955. The walk 
should take around 1½ hours. 

Sunday 3 July: Tour of Freeford Hall, 
Lichfield
As a follow up to the talk Richard gave us about the 
Dyott’s of Freeford Hall, he has kindly agreed to give 
us a guided tour of his home.  The afternoon will 
conclude with tea and cake. (£5.00 per person) 

Wednesday 17 August: Walking Tour of 
Barton-under-Needwood
Steve Gardner will give a potted version of the 
complete history of the village of Barton-under-
Needwood on a walking tour which will last 
approximately 1½ hours.

It is important that I have a firm indication of 
numbers who wish to attend each trip as soon 
as possible.

Non-members welcome, dependent on 
numbers.

For a booking form and further details, 
contact Helen Sharp on 01543 490873 or 
helensharp80@hotmail.com 

armitage With 
Handsacre Bowls 
Club
At last the Green is opened and members 
are enjoying their bowling, weather 
permitting of course. Why don’t you 
come along and join us?

Bowls is a gentle exercise and a fun or 
competitive activity. You’ll be alongside 
good company with fresh air thrown in 
for good measure. Members are available 
to assist on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings and afternoons. Also on 
Saturday afternoons. Bowls are available 
to borrow at the Club and someone will 
always be happy to show you the ropes. 
All we ask is you wear flat shoes to 
protect the green.

We are having a Tombola Stall at the 
Village day on 18th June and would 
welcome your support to raise funds for 
the Club. Look forward to seeing you all 
there.

Please contact Jean 07896760220 or Bill 
07850721864 for further information.

complicated to use but every bit as effective with, 
as far as I can remember, seven scrambler discs 
instead of the original three. I can speak freely of 
this now because 60 years have passed by since 
then and I have no doubt that it’s all done by 
computers now. 

If anyone out there is interested in finding out 
more about coding, especially Enigma, I can 
recommend two really great books: “The Code 
Book” by Simon Singh and “Enigma – The 
Battle For The Code” by Hugh Sebag-Montifiore

Cliff Harris




