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The deadline for Burwash Village Magazine May edition is 
Friday, 15th April.

Please ensure that all contributions are only emailed to 
burwashvillagemag@gmail.com to ensure that we receive 
them.

All contributions may be edited slightly for clarity and 
accuracy.

Distribution: Sophie O’Connor. Tel.: 01435 882556.

If you wish to subscribe to the Magazine, please contact 
Richard Harden on 01435 882556.

If you wish to advertise, please contact Martin Parrott on 
01435 409126 or martin.parrott@gmail.com.

Published by St. Bartholomew Parochial Church Council.

Designed and produced by Ren Fitch  
www.intelligent-realities.com
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GETTING IN TOUCH

If you know of any activity or event in or around Burwash, 
which you feel we should be publicising, please get in touch 
with a member of the Editorial Group.   

Caroline Huband 408916

Richard Harden 882556

Vicky Patterson 884135 

Should you have any bright ideas for feature articles, please 
contact the Editor, Caroline Huband, by email at  
burwashvillagemag@gmail.com
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  Richard Harden 882556  rh@richardharden.co.uk
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Sacristan Linda Young 882748
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  Richard Harden 882556 burwashvillagemag@gmail.com
  Caroline Huband 408916 Carolinehuband@outlook.com
Village Magazine Advertising Martin Parrott 01435 409126 
Village Magazine Distribution Sophie O’Connor 01435 882556

Messy Burwash?

Families @ 4?

Bonkers @ St Bart's?

OUR NEW RECTOR NEEDS SOME HELP CHOOSING A NAME FOR OUR BRAND
NEW FAMILY SERVICE!
LET HIM KNOW YOUR SUGGESTIONS AT REVTHOMASPELHAM@GMAIL.COM...

OR BETTER STILL!

COME TO OUR FIRST SERVICE AND TELL HIM -
ST BARTHOLOMEW'S BURWASH,

4PM ON THE 15TH OF MAY!

BRING ALL YOUR FAMILY -
ACTIVITIES WILL BE SUITABLE FOR
TODDLERS THROUGH TO YEAR 6.
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Sunday 3 April 10.00 a.m. Family Service - Rev’d Thomas Pelham

Sunday 3 April 6.00 p.m. Evensong - Christo Corfield

Thursday 7 April 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev’d Thomas Pelham

Sunday 10 April 10.00 a.m. Palm Sunday procession from The Bear, then Matins with Christo Corfield

Maundy 
Thursday 

14 April 6.00 p.m. Holy Communion followed by the Watch - Rev’d Thomas Pelham

Good Friday 15 April 2.00 p.m. Hour before the Cross - Rev’d Thomas Pelham

Saturday 16 April 8.00 p.m. Easter Eve Vigil - Rev’d Thomas Pelham

Easter Day 17 April 10.00 a.m. Family Communion - Rev’d Thomas Pelham

Thursday 21 April 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev’d Thomas Pelham

Sunday 24 April NO service at St.Bartholomew’s. See below for alternative services

Thursday 28 April 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev’d Thomas Pelham

Sunday 1 May 9.00 a.m. Holy Communion BCP - Rev’d Thomas Pelham

Flower Festival 10.00 a.m. Family Service - Rev’d Thomas Pelham

5.00 a.m. United Benefice Choral Evensong

services
April 2022 Services at St Bartholomew’s Church, Burwash

Mass at Christ the King

Roman Catholic Church, Burwash
Mass 9 am Sunday 

Mass  10 am Tuesday 

Mass 10 am Friday

Please contact Father Brian Lowden for information on 
01435 862191.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Funeral
23rd February John Edward Dixon

Sunday April 24th - Holy Communion at Burwash Weald 10.30 am & 11.00am at Etchingham
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REVEREND TOM PELHAM WRITES:

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and 
stoning those who are sent to you! How often would I 
have gathered your children together as a hen gathers 
her brood under her wings. 

Lamentation seems to me to be a good place to start today, 
indeed every day at the moment: it is soul destroying to be 
confronted daily with the utter reality of sin in this world, as 
Russia inflicts grave evil on the people of Ukraine, seeking to 
seize and subjugate what is not theirs in a manifestly unjust 
war of aggression. 

But we must be careful. Careful that we size up this conflict 
not in the all-to-easy terms of the media, who have, 
understandably, seized upon the narrative of the plucky 
underdog of Ukraine against the aging and wheezing Russian 
bear – it’s a narrative which sells newspapers, and it’s a 
narrative which maybe saves politicians, but it is not a 
narrative which necessarily brings the fullness of Christian 
consideration and scripture into the situation.

War is an evil, a sin.  One evil of war – indeed a characteristic 
of all sin - is that it breeds more war: war leads to war: every 
military route out of this crisis brings with it the potential of 
unavoidable escalation. 

But even the preferred route of sanctions carry some risk: 
I worry that we are all too quick to forget where the harsh 
sanctions and retribution meted out upon Germany in the 
aftermath of the Great War led - only to the reinforcing of 
extremism and nationalism and eventually back to the 
horrors of war. Sanctions also hurt the innocent, even if not 
so obviously so as a bullet or shell.  

What we really need is a different paradigm, some way of 
untying this tangled mess of humanity, of war, and I think 
Christianity has the tools to address this problem. Indeed, 
there are two well established Christian responses to war. 

The first is simply to reject all war: pacifism, or non-
resistance. This is probably the most venerable, and 
maybe the most simple outworking of the Golden Rule: in 
everything, do to others what you would have them do to you.  
(Matthew 7:12)

How does this address evil or right wrongs? With Love: even 
as Christ met violence with peace, and submitted to injustice 
– a path that even led to death on the cross.

Even as Christ turned away from what was rightfully his 
and became a slave, as we are told in Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians.  Surely this is one way of ending war: to witness 
to the power of peace. 

At the end of the 2016 BBC docu-drama called ‘World War 
Three: inside the war room’ which simulated war between 
east and west arising out of a similar conflict to that which we 

witness today, even as the simulated nuclear missiles rose 
out of Russia, the man with the power to launch the counter 
offensive hesitated, then closed his briefcase: in the end, he 
decided, better to let our refusal to retaliate be our witness 
to and from our humanity than our righteous anger and 
retribution. 

The second response is to seek for a ‘Just war’: a branch 
of thinking that tries to deal with the obvious problem of 
universal non-violence – what happens if we are faced with 
true evil.  As the BBC resource on Just war puts it succinctly, 
there is an attempt to reconcile three things: that taking 
human life is seriously wrong, states have a duty to defend 
their citizens, and defend justice, and protecting innocent 
human life and defending important moral values sometimes 
requires willingness to use force. 

But it is never as simple as all that: not only must the war be 
defensive, and also be the final step having exhausted all 
other options, the war must be realistically winnable, and not 
cause harm to the innocent beyond that which not pursuing 
the war – however righteous – might cause.  In a world of 
high powered artillery and the vast potential for collateral 
damage to innocent civilians, this final clause must make us 
stop and think.

There is nuance at every moment, it turns out: there is 
bravery in resistance, but there is also bravery in discerning 
when resistance must cease for the good of everyone: There 
is bravery in swallowing nationalist pride (on every side) and 
pursuing meaningful, lasting, peace. 

The hardest thing that Jesus did upon the cross, I suspect, 
was to forgive those who put him there, when he called out 
from the middle of his suffering: Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they are doing. (Luke 23:34)

It is the hardest thing to love our enemies, even as they 
bomb maternity hospitals, even as they destroy the chains of 
common civil existence.

It’s the hardest thing to love our enemies as they threaten 
nuclear war. 

But love them we must: only love can cut the Gordian Knot of 
war, only love can cure the ills of men. 

Lament we must, but most of all we must love them all, the 
wicked and the unrighteous alongside the moral and the 
righteous:

Let the wicked forsake their ways

    and the unrighteous their thoughts.

Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them,

    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. (Isaiah 55:7)
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This is not the way of the world, which bays for the blood of 
Russians, but let us consider that every moment a trigger is 
pulled is a moment of evil and suffering prolonged, and the 
moment of reconciliation delayed.

For peace there must be a place for pardon, for forgiveness, 
for an end to hatred on every side.

I do not know how to end this war in a just way – I do not 
know that such justice is possible in this world.  But I do trust 
that if justice is not done in this world, it is in the next. Those 
who seize what is not theirs – they have their reward. Those 
who transcend this hatred and conflict – they will gain theirs.

I do not have the answers – and maybe I am naïve. But I do 
know that Christ came not to condemn, but to save this world 
from the evil that men can do to each other.  (John 3:17)

But in the present, we must turn back to lamentation, and 
from lamentation to action: we have already had a collection 
for Ukraine, with extra-ordinary generosity and this week we 
have signed up as a benefice for the Sanctuary Foundation, 
and through that I hope we will engage in a meaningful way 
with the plight of refugees.  And, as always, we must continue 
to pray for peace, and an end to the designs of evil men. 

 
A friendly place to meet:  

3Cs Coffee Mornings   

Mondays from 10 a.m. until noon 

at St Bartholomew’s. 

 

Coffee, Cake and a Chat! 

Shirley Viney, 01435 882497 shirley@bowzell.co.uk 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
in Heathfield & District

ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING
Wednesday,  27th April at 7.30 p.m.

Cross-in-Hand Methodist Church

Reports on the past year  |  Election of officers 

Discussion of future plans

Members and friends of all  churches are welcome.
 STONEGATE CHOIR 

at St Peter’s Church, Stonegate 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday 9th April 2022 
6.00pm 

 
Director and Conductor:  Jane Pendry 
Accompaniment:  Francesca Massey 

 
 

Tickets:  £10.00 (to include a glass of wine) 
 

Tickets available:   
o stonegatechoir@gmail.com 

o From a choir member 
o Also available to buy at the door 

 
 
 

Four Coronation Anthems- George Frederic Handel 
 

The Prayer: Laudamus Te - Karl Jenkins 
 

I was glad when they said unto me- C. Hubert H. Parry 
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 *~*~*~* BCF *~*~*~*   

Burwash Community Fund 

Auction of Promises  
Friday, 13th May 2022 

At The Bear, Burwash 
We welcome support for this fun event by donations of lots to 
be auctioned, attending and bidding on the night or helping 

on the night. 

Money from the fund will be made available to any legitimate 
club or body within Burwash Parish, to include Burwash, 
Burwash Common and Burwash Weald, towards events 

celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June.  

If you think your group could benefit from help with funding 
an event, please contact us with your proposal. 

Burwash Community Fund Committee 

For more information, please contact:- 

Rod Clifton 01435 883656  rodneyclifton914@gmail.com 

Halina Keep 01435 882183  bjcf@gmail.com
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 S St Bartholomew’s Church, Burwash 

Flower Festival 
God’s creation for the 
Beauty of the Earth 

 

Friday 29 April to Monday 2 May 2022 
********Refreshments served throughout the Festival******** 

Open Evening Friday 29 April: 7pm  
£5.00 to include drinks, canapes, background music. Tickets available at the door 

 

Music Concert Saturday 30 April: 7pm (doors open 6.30pm) 
£10.00 adults;  £5.00 children to include drinks, canapes and live music.  

Tickets sold in advance (after 1st April) from Vicky Patterson at thymeplace@gmail.com;  
the Flower House, High St, Burwash; Maureen Jenner 01435 882045 

FREE ENTRY TO THE FESTIVAL ALL OTHER TIMES (Donations appreciated): 
Saturday 30 April 10am to 4.30pm 

Sunday 1 May 10am to 5pm (close at 5pm with Evensong) 
Monday 2 May 10am to 4pm 

All funds raised in aid of St Bartholomew’s Church Charity No: 1133028 
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Refreshments Entry by donation

Profits to the Village HallParking opposite

Sunday 15th May
in

Burwash Village Hall
10am - 4pm

MINIATURE MODEL EXHIBITION
Burwash High Street
as it was many years ago

BURWASH VILLAGE HALL

Our Easter Hamper Raffle (with two prizes) will be held on 
Saturday, 9th April from 9 a.m. until midday. Tickets, costing 
£1 each, will be available from outside the front gates of 
Mount House, by very kind permission of Richard and Lynda 
Maude-Roxby. As always, Lynda and I will be delighted to see 
you and welcome you with a smile –  hopefully with no woolly 
hats or hot water bottles!

Many of you will already know of Paul Ellis through his 
contributions to Jackie and Mary’s Bygone Burwash 
Exhibitions in Burwash Village Hall. His family connections 
with Burwash go back some 150 years. Paul is a model 
maker and will be staging an exhibition in the Hall on 15th 
May with a model of Burwash High Street, as it was some 
100 years ago. He also has a wealth of knowledge and 
photos of those times which he will bring along with him. His 
model is approximately 25 feet long and shows both sides of 
Burwash High Street. 

There will be no entry charge although donations will be 
welcomed to offset his expenses. Refreshments will be 
available and parking will be in the Catholic Church car park. 
Paul has very kindly offered to donate profits to our Village 
Hall funds, so please put this date in your diaries!

Bookings are returning to normal and groups are continuing 
to meet with care. Covid-permitting our AGM will have taken 
place on 18th March and the Management Committee 
will be making plans for the future. The AGM report will be 
published in the May Edition.

SHIRLEY VINEY 
shirley@bowzell.co.uk 

01435 882497

THE FOCUS IS ON OUR VILLAGE HALL
THIS MONTH .........PLEASE DO SUPPORT THESE EVENTS!
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The Arts Society Wealden Heathfield  

Spring Art Show 

Colour Your Feelings 

Burwash Village Hall, High Street, TN19 7HA 

Friday, 8th April 6.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

Saturday, 9th April & Sunday, 10th April 

10 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

The Arts Society Wealden Heathfield is delighted to showcase their first exhibition Colour Your Feelings 
and looks forward to welcoming everyone.   Established in 1968, The Arts Society (formerly NADFAS) 
brings people together through a shared curiosity for the Arts. Its key aim is to preserve the Arts, enrich 
people’s lives through art and support young artists through dedicated art courses.   
The Wealden Artists are very excited to be part of this first ever show and will be available for part of 
the weekend to talk about their work. An eclectic mix of art will be on display, which includes a wide 
selection of paintings, elegant bronze and marble sculptures, and limited-edition silk screens.  The 
fresh, aesthetically-pleasing exhibits will provide a new visual experience for the visitor. Local 
landscapes along with figurative contemporary art will enable the visitor to view art through new eyes.   

The Artists feel a connection between colour and emotion.  The pieces on show will certainly not 
disappoint.  The elegant sculptures sit beautifully alongside the paintings, so the whole effect creates 
an amazing ambiance in this beautiful historic building in Burwash Village. 

As the visitor moves through the show, a sense of connection expands which cumulates into a feeling 
of new beginnings.   The Arts Society Wealden Heathfield wishes the best for the visitors and hope that 
this year will bring the art experience to the fore for everyone.    

MARGARET FOLLOWS 

Upcoming in the 
Village Hall
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BURWASH PARISH MATTERS

Burwash Neighbourhood Development Plan
I am sure you will have heard by now the decision of the 
Judge: the challenge to the Examiner’s Report has been 
dismissed and the Plan is therefore approved.  There is the 
slight possibility that this might be challenged in the Court 
of Appeal, but the future of the Plan is much brighter now 
that the Judge has given her decision. The final stage will be 
Rother District Council’s Referendum and we are hopeful that 
will also be positive.

Our grateful thanks go to Robert Banks and his group whose 
diligence and generosity of time contributed so much to this 
outcome.

Burwash Emergency Action Plan
It was very encouraging to 
see the help that friends and 
neighbours gave each other 
during February’s storms and 
subsequent electrical failure.  

The Council is concerned to ensure that it is able to offer 
focused support when the next emergency arises.  It would 
like to ensure that those who live on their own and maybe 
don’t have immediate neighbours are given any help that is 
needed, and for the communities to know in advance where 
they might go in order to have access to a power supply, a 
hot drink and advice.  A small group within the Environment 
and Maintenance Working Party has been established to turn 
these ideas into practical solutions.

Young Parishioners
The lack of recreational space and resources for young 
people is apparent, especially in the Village.  The Council 
would like to work together with the Burwash Playing Fields 
Association (BPFA), the Burwash Weald and Common 
Playing Fields and others to see what can be provided, and 
where they might be located.  Ron Hewett has agreed to lead 
on this matter and is forming a small working group which 
will include young people, whose voices need to be heard. If 
you have family members who would like to be part of this, 
please contact Ron Hewett at  
cllr.ronald.hewett@burwashpc.org.uk  

Later in the year, there will be another questionnaire 
distributed for residents and families to let us know what 
they regard as their priorities, particularly in relation to young 
people.  This will have a direct influence on the Council’s next 
three years’ financial and business plan.

Car Park and Toilets
Rother Council has carried out work in the Car Park adjacent 
to the Bear Inn, prior to the lease being handed over to the 
Parish Council.  This has put right years of neglect.  Trees 
and Shrubs have been removed and the banks along the 
furthest side have been re-aligned to their original position.  
The fence down to the surgery has been removed.  The 
Parish Council has provided a temporary Community Notice 
Board to replace the part of the fence which was used for 
this purpose. We will monitor the notices and remove those 
which relate to specific past dates and others which become 
illegible.  It is our intention to provide a more permanent 
board in the next financial year.

Rother District Council has refused to re-open the public 
toilets until the Parish Council has formally taken them over.  
In the meantime, the Portaloo will remain in place, and 
thanks due to Emma and others who check it regularly and 
report to the providers any issues of misuse or cleanliness.

Parish Room History Showcase
Keith Lloyd is leading a group 
to provide a visual history of the 
area in the Parish Room.  There 
are many historic pictures and 
documents showing life in the 

area over the centuries and we would like to share these as 
widely as possible.  The BPFA has a similar plan and we will 
work together to ensure that as much as possible is shared 
between the two venues.  It is hoped that the Rooms will be 
opened to the public from time to time.  Please contact Keith 
at cllr.keith.lloyd@burwashorg.uk if you would like to be part 
of this project. 

Jubilee Trees
As part of the Jubilee celebrations, the Council is proposing 
planting trees at Burwash Common Pavilion and  
Hornbeam – the open land to the West of Shrub Lane.  Other 
plantings are being discussed: we have been offered 72 
trees by Crowhurst Parish Council.  We are also looking at 
the Lime Trees.  Cllr Colin Chapman has taken on the task of 
ensuring these are maintained and it is hoped that there will 
be some volunteers on our Spring Clean Day (April 2nd) who 
will weed the areas at the base of the trees.

Don’t forget to keep June 2nd to June 5th free for Jubilee 
Celebrations across the communities.  More on this later…..

Community Transport
The Council is aware that not everyone in the communities 
has a car or easy access to public transport and, in any 
case, with only a few buses passing through Burwash 
each day, these may not be at times which are convenient 
or appropriate, so the idea of some form of Community 
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Transport is being considered. It would be helpful to know 
if this is something that is sufficiently important to warrant 
further investigation. If you have a view on this, please 
contact Emma, the Parish Clerk.

The Surgery does offer a service to those without transport 
needing to attend appointments and there are local taxi 
companies, details of which are in the Business Directory on 
the website.

Enforcement
For some time, there has been a concern in this part 
of Rother that decisions made regarding buildings are 
being flouted.  The means for ensuring such decisions are 
monitored has not been one of Rother District Council’s 
strong points and representatives of local Parish Councils 
are meeting with District Council officials to try to influence 
how enforcement of regulations is achieved.

Know your Councillors
Dominie Stemp has lived in Burwash for 
over 30 years and has been a member of 
BPC since July 2020. She is on the Planning 
Committee and the Communications 
Working Party and is also the police liaison 

person. Dominie is a supply TA and cover supervisor for 
various primary and secondary schools in the area, as well as 
a private tutor in Spanish and cookery. 

Dominie’s interest is in antiques and quirky collectables.

Keith Lloyd is vice chair of the Parish 
Council.  He is a member of the 
Communications Working Group, the 
Finance Committee, the Planning 
Committee and the HR Committee.   He is 

responsible for running the Parish sponsored Internet Hub. 
His background is in Programme and Project Management in 
Business Applications and IT infrastructure. 

Keith has lived in the Parish since 1987. He is also Church 
Warden at St Philips and the secretary of a sporting club.

Alistair Coulthurst and his family have moved out of the area 
and he has therefore left the Council.  We are very grateful 
to him and Eliza for their work in the community.  They will be 
sorely missed.

The next Full Council meeting is on Tuesday, 12th April.  

If you would like to comment on any of the above items, or 
would like to receive printed copies of Parish Matters and 
Council Minutes, please get in touch with the Parish Clerk: 
Emma Neil at Burwash Parish Council Office, High Street, 
Burwash, Etchingham, TN19 7EU.

Email: parishclerk@burwashpc.org.uk or  
telephone 07375 809 660

CLLR BRIAN NEWMAN.     

Here is the result of the 100+ Club Draw for March 2022.

There were 306 balls in the Draw, which was drawn by Mrs 
Helen Moderski at The Bear on Friday, 11th March 2022.

Congratulations to the Winners!
1st Ball  Number 20  Mrs Margaret Waterhouse  £70

2nd Ball  Number 262  Mrs Beryl Swift  £45

3rd Ball  Number 334  Tony and Kathy Mycock  £20

Please do support our Table Top Sale, advertised below.

BPFA COMMITTEE
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All flues catered for - Certificates issued - Experienced family run business
burwashsweep@gmail.com

Burwash Taxis
24 hour pre-booked service

Friendly and effi cient service

Business & Holiday Airport Transfers
Eurostar Transfers

Ferries and Cruise Terminals
Social and Sporting Events

Weddings
London Transfers

Account and Card Payment 

Tel: 01435 883803 • Mobile: 07931 605057 
Email: burwashprivatehire@hotmail.com

ADAM WATTS & ASSOCIATES
TAXATION AND ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES

Tel: 01580 860264  |  Mob: 07590 033151
Email: adam_watts@talk21.com

*
Tax Returns for Individuals, 
Partnerships and Companies

Book Keeping and Accounts Preparation 
for all businesses

Capital Gains Tax Calculations

VAT Returns and Payroll

*

ROBERTSBRIDGE GARDEN MACHINE CENTRE
Station Car Park, Station Road, 

Robertsbridge, East Sussex, TN32 5DG

T: 01580 880686  •  F: 01580 880526
E thegardenmachinecentre@hotmail.co.uk

www.robertsbridgegardenmachinecentre.com
A friendly family run business for all your garden machinery needs.

Service • Sales • Parts
Main agents for:

AL-KO, Mitox, Tanaka, Cobra, Kawasaki, Weibang and Ego
Delivery and Collection available 

A family run business since 1968
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BURWASH AND DISTRICT FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENT CLUB

After a quiet 2 years, the full programme we have planned 
for this year started with a workshop on 9th March, from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon at Burwash Village Hall, with the title 
‘Spring has Sprung’. Nine of us were given a very delightful 
and informative demonstration by Phyllis Stevens on how to 
make a spring arrangement using tulips and either dog wood 
or willow. We covered the o/s of the oasis with laurel leaves, 
attaching them using coloured pins and the top of the oasis 
with moss. We then created 2 circles of willow/dogwood, to 
which we attached some of our tulips, and arranged the rest 
in a fan shape round the circles. For a little extra touch, we 
wound coloured wire round pencils to make little springs to 
add ‘spring’ as in the title! 

We will be holding our next demonstration on Monday, 
11th April in Burwash Village Hall, starting at 2.15 p.m. Our 
demonstrator will be Mrs Maggie Hayes working to the title 
‘Floral Fun and Games’. Non-members are very welcome (the 
entrance fee is £5.00 including tea) with the chance to take 
a display home afterwards.

The high point of our calendar will be our belated Diamond 
Celebration on the 14th July at 7 p.m. We are very lucky to 
have Michael Bowyer, NAFAS President, as the demonstrator, 
as he was at our 55th Anniversary Celebration. (Did anyone 
notice my error in March,  when I said our 60th? Gold star to 
anyone who did!) Tickets are available from Jean Plummer, 
cost £10 for members and £12 for non-members.

CLAUDETTE NEVILLE 
Secretary, 01435 883 043 

nevilleclaudette@gmail.com

 

FAIRFIELD SURGERY -  
PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG)

The Practice Manager asked me to apologise for any 
shortfalls in medication orders you may have had recently. 
There have been severe problems regarding delivery of 
medicines. The situation is improving, but it has meant that 
patients have not always received all their medications when 
ordered. This was not helped when the March power cut 
resulted in the loss of all the vaccines and medicines stored 
in the refridgerator.

We are delighted to welcome Dr Simon Gilmore, who has 
joined Dr Robertson as a partner at Fairfield Surgery from the 
7th March. Dr Gilmore will be joining our clinical team which 
comprises Dr Wood, Dr Patel, Dr Tickner and Sue Levett, 
Nurse Practitioner. We are also supported by our locums Dr 
MacIver and Dr Thomas when required.  

CLAUDETTE NEVILLE 
PPG Secretary  

01435 883 043    
ppg.fairfield@gmail.com

DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOUR NEAREST 
DEFIBRILLATOR IS?  

THIS COULD SAVE A LIFE!

Locations of our defibrillators:

BURWASH

-  outside the Burwash Village Hall, to the left of the 
entrance. 

- Primary School, outside kitchen on the wall. 

-  at Visitor Reception at Batemans (only accessible when 
Batemans is open). 

- Corner of Burwash Park and Fontridge Lane.

BURWASH COMMON 

-  outside the Burwash Common Pavilion to the left of the 
front door.  

ETCHINGHAM 

-  in the telephone box on Market Square, next to  
the school. 

- at the station on the wall outside the Bistro’s gate. 

- on the wall at the Post Office.
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The Neighbourhood Plan
Understanding the High Court Judgment
There was much celebration in Burwash after the Judge ruled 
in favour of the legality of the Neighbourhood Plan, and this 
decision will form part of the case law for Neighbourhood 
Plans for the whole of the country. 

The background to the case was in the last edition of the 
Burwash Village Magazine. In summary, Park Lane Homes 
(S-E), the company that is seeking to develop Watercress 
Field for 30 houses, had sought to argue that the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan was not a lawful plan because it did not 
list Watercress Field as a site for 30 houses. The company 
also argued that the procedure applied to them was unfair. 
Burwash: Save our Fields was permitted to be a party to the 
proceedings. They then had the same opportunity during the 
case as Park Lane Homes (S-E) and the defendant, Rother 
District Council to draft documents and make submissions 
to the Court. Burwash Parish Council did not take part in the 
proceedings, saying they did not have the resources to do 
so. Both Park Lane Homes (S-E) and Rother District Council 
had a barrister and solicitors to represent them. Robert 
Banks drafted the paperwork and addressed the Court for 
Burwash: Save our Fields. The case was heard on 13 January 
2022 and 3 and 4 February 2022. The Judge released her 
judgment on 9 March 2022. 

However, the Judge’s decision is very limited. It is only a 
small step in the campaign to protect Watercress Field from 
unsuitable development. The Judge decided that: 

•  Burwash’s Neighbourhood Plan did satisfy the ‘basic 
conditions’ required by the law for neighbourhood plans, 

•  Rother District Council’s procedure for dealing with 
the submissions of Park Lane Homes was not unfair or 
flawed, 

•  Park Lane Homes (S-E) should pay Rother District 
Council’s costs of £26,500, and 

•  Park Lane Homes (S-E) should pay Burwash: Save our 
Fields’ fee for joining the proceedings (£255). 

The Judge also ruled that: 

•  Park Lane Homes (S-E)’s application for permission to 
appeal to the Court of Appeal should be refused, and 

•  Burwash: Save our Fields’ application for costs should 
be refused as their interests could have been dealt with 
by Rother District Council’s team. The Judge rejected 
a seven-page document outlining the reasons why the 
community needed its own representation. 

The judgment has no real impact on Park Lane Homes (S-E)’s 
two current attempts to build at Watercress Fields. They are: 

•  An appeal to the Planning Inspectorate to overturn Rother 
District Council’s refusal of its ‘reserved application’ 
(which would, if granted, have permitted development at 
Watercress Field). The refusal was on 23 February 2021. 
The appeal was lodged on 11 May 2021. 

•  A repeat application to the one refused on 23 February 
2021, which was lodged on 24 February 2021. At first, 
the application was the same as the refused application, 
but later minor changes to the application were made. 
Burwash: Save our Fields argued that the application was 
the same as the one that was refused and so should have 
been dismissed. Rother District Council has permitted 
the application to proceed. 

Park Lane Homes (S-E) would have used a ruling in their 
favour in the appeal and the application for planning 
permission. 

Park Lane Homes (S-E) now has the opportunity to ask the 
Court of Appeal for permission to appeal. This application 
must be made by 30 March 2022. If they do so, the 
application would be considered on the papers by a Single 
High Court Judge. If he or she refuses permission, Park Lane 
Homes (S-E) can renew the appeal to the full Court (which is 
a hearing in open court with three Court of Appeal Judges). 
In the unlikely event of permission being granted, the case 
would be set down for the same type of hearing in open 
court. All this normally takes a long time and a final decision 
might not be made until 2024. 

This means the key question is whether Rother District 
Council will now order a referendum. If they decide to wait 
until the appeal process is over, the residents of Burwash 
would have been stopped from voting on the plan for two or 
three years just by the actions of one company based not in 
Burwash, but in St Leonards.  

Many living in Strand Meadow hoped that the high wooden 
fence that surrounds their part of the site be removed. The 
fence is higher than that normally permitted near a road. 
When Rother District Council was asked to order it to be 
removed, Park Lane Homes (S-E) claimed that as they 
had outline planning permission, the field was governed 
by construction site legislation. Burwash: Save our Fields 
outlined why this assertion was false, but Rother District 
Council chose not to take action. 

However, one thing will always stay the same and that is 
Burwash: Save our Fields’ commitment to try to protect Burwash 
and in particular protect the residents of Strand Meadow. 

To see the judgment or join the group, visit our website www.
burwashsaveourfields.org.uk

ROBERT BANKS 
Burwash: Save our Fields 

contact@burwashsaveourfields.org.uk 
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Local Burwash based electricians serving 
the Weald of Kent and Sussex, taking 
pride in all aspects of our work.
OUR SERVICES AT A GLANCE:

  Complete / Partial rewire
  Fault finding
  Lighting design
  Outside lighting  
and power

  Power to outbuildings
  Fuse board upgrades
  Campervan / Mobile 
kitchen mains electrics

T: 01435 882861
M:  07840 058760
E:  mj.richmond1@gmail.com
W:  electricalsolutionssouth.co.uk

For info contact: Matthew Richmond or Ann-Marie Richmond

	  
	  
	  

	  
• Full	  design	  and	  planning	   	   	  
• New	  build	  and	  loft	  conversions	  
• Renovations	  
• Extensions,	  conversions	  and	  

alterations	  
• All	  aspects	  of	  roofing	  
• Carpentry	  and	  joinery	  
• Heating	  and	  plumbing	  (Corgi	  

Registered)	  
	  

	  
• Kitchen	  and	  bathroom	  fitting	  
• Painting	  and	  decorating	  
• Wall	  and	  floor	  tiling	  
• Landscaping	  and	  fencing	  
• Driveways	  and	  Patios	  
• Electrical	  NIC	  EIC	  registered	  
• Plastering	  and	  Rendering	  

	  
	  
	  

www.archwaybuilders.co.uk	  
info@archwaybuilders.co.uk	  
	  

	  
We	  are	  a	  family	  run	  business	  established	  in	  2005	  and	  pride	  
ourselves	  on	  our	  reliability,	  reputation	  and	  highly	  skilled	  

workforce.	  
Please	  contact	  us	  for	  a	  free	  no	  obligation	  quotation	  

	  	  
	  

External	  decoration	   New	  kitchen	  

Top	  floor	  flat	  conversion	   Complete	  New	  Build	  
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COUNTRYSIDE NOTES

Well, what a difficult month February turned out to be with all 
the terrible storms, so the primroses blooming on the banks 
are an uplifting gift.  There are also three great clumps of 
violets in The High Street. The birds are singing like crazy and 
seem to be in a state of high activity, with tits of all varieties 
flitting in and out of the hedgerows as you walk.  

Yesterday, in March, the sun never made it through the 
clouds and the Rother Valley above Burwash was clouded in 
fine drizzle and greyness, with only chain saws breaking the 
silence, as the clear up after the storms continued.  Sadly, 
we have lost many trees.  A long walk north produced no 
real excitement, even the resident Kestrel above the Rother 
was looking decidedly bedraggled and forlorn. A plump cock 
pheasant was showing off in the sheep field, to an audience 
of non-impressed hen birds, but other than that it was a very 
uneventful walk, until the spaniel I was walking decided it 
was time to go home.  As he rushed back along the lane, the 
sheep field which had been empty five minutes before was 
alive with darting redwings, flying and settling, up and down, 
the way they do.  This was the largest flock of the Season 
so far.  Mallards were flying too, trying to pick out a pond on 
which to breed no doubt and six geese flew over us heading 
upstream (in the gloom I couldn’t make out what type they 
were).

As I have no exciting, rare sightings, I thought we might 
reflect on rural life in 2022, as it relates to humans. Here, in 
the Heathfield area of East Sussex, we have beautiful views, 
the AONB on our doorstep, open spaces, good footpaths, 
lovely woods, the sea just over the horizon, the Cuckoo Trail, 
good schools, active clubs and associations, as well as some 

excellent pubs and restaurants.

Nevertheless, rural life in 2022 comes with a downside too: 
poor bus services, very poor road surfaces, temperamental 
Internet and mobile phone connections, incredibly high 
property prices (giving young local villagers little hope of 
jumping on to the housing ladder), long trips to specialised 
medical services, isolation for the younger generation (if 
parents can’t double up as the family taxi service) and, it 
would seem, increasingly fragile infrastructures with regard 
to water, electricity and phone services.

Now for some humour perhaps.  Here in the villages, the 
electricity was off for extremely long periods both during and 
after the storms. We have forest and logs I hear you say: all 
well and good, if you have a working chimney!  Of course, no 
electricity means no central heating without a pump ……..
but then, oh no, many villages were left without water too as 
the electric pumps could not pump the Mains water supply 
up hill, etc.  A tree hit an Internet booster as it came down, 
so that left us off line for what seemed like ages and many 
had no phone network access as they had “electric” phones!  
Being a dinosaur, I had the joy of socket phones, so had the 
benefit of access to my friends in civilisation but could not 
check on elderly friends at the other end of the village as 
their modern phones were not functioning.  Seriously, I beg 
all well meaning relatives to replace the odd modern phone 
with an old-fashioned socket phone, so that their elderly 
relatives can phone out in an emergency, please!  Those of 
us with gas cookers became very popular, as we could at 
least supply our friends with hot coffee and meals.  However, 
if you have a pre-payment meter, you’d had it, because the 
village shops had no power and no internet, so were forced 
to close too.  Have we gone forward or backwards?  We are 
so dependent on electricity, the internet, our phones …… one 
does begin to wonder.

The Times 2 merrily declared in one of their infuriating 
“wellness” articles that showering in water below 40 Degrees 
Celsius is good for you as more endorphins are released. 
This may be so if you have underfloor heating or a wood-
burning stove, but it seemed to most of my friends to be a 
good reason not to wash!  Certainly, my more senior charges 
opted to skip the washing routine. Fortunately, I have a huge, 
well insulated tank, so the water stayed warm even when 
the boiler was off. Times Two came up with 14 fast and easy 
happiness hacks to try on the 24th February, ironically: (I 
have changed the order).

1.  Chill Out: as above and “After a cold shower, levels of the 
stress hormone cortisol decrease”. Was this why Public 
Schools were so keen on cold showers and nude cold 
bathing?

2.  Meditate: This “enables the brain to process positive 
emotions and thoughts”. Well, we couldn’t do much else 
but it is hard to think positively when you are cold.
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3.  Stretch: “A 2016 study found that daily stretching for ten 
minutes before bed eased menopausal symptoms and 
depression in a group of middle-aged women”. I’ll let 
them have that one, but several friends pulled a muscle 
trying to find extra candles hidden away in the back of 
the cupboards.

4.  Soak: “Taking a daily 30-minute bath at a temperature 
of 40 Degrees C or higher can lift your mood.”  Well, this 
was only an option for the lucky few. Once I was truly 
frozen, I got warmed up in the bath as the hot water 
would be wasted otherwise.  Having a 30 minute bath 
would give most of us more stress by thinking about the 
forthcoming bill, both for the water and heating it.

5.  Dance: “Dancing produces more endorphins than other 
types of exercise.” I’ll give them this one too, but when 
you hit your toe dancing in the gloom, colliding with a 
stall could be a down-side and your neighbour might 
think you were totally nuts, dancing in the gloom.

6.  Do some gardening: “Filling a bare front garden with 
plants has the same stress-reducing impact as attending 
eight mindfulness sessions”. It would probably also be 
cheaper, but it was too dangerous to go in the garden 
anyway.

7.  Enjoy the outdoors: “Older adults who took weekly 
15-minute walks for eight weeks reported increased 
feelings of compassion and gratitude”.  Well, you know 
my opinion on this one: twenty minutes EVERY day would 
be so much better, especially if with a friend. Clearly this 
is what President Putin is lacking!

8.  Ditch the small talk: “Happier people had about twice as 
many meaningful conversations”. Join a local club and 
sign up for your Parish Council …..but don’t try phoning any 
Service Provider for advice or information in a power cut.

9.  Embrace social connections: “Talk to somebody new 
every day. At least one day a week, spend an hour with 
someone you know you care about”.  Not always so easy 
in the rural environment, especially for non-drivers as 
there are no or fewer buses at weekends.

10.  Be “other orientated”: well this has to be true, even in 
a power cut, as those you help are so grateful.  We all 
should remember that giving is so much better than 
receiving.

11.  Cuddle: “Physical contact stimulates the brain to release 
high levels of oxytocin.”  Well, we all did that to keep 
warm. Do dogs, cats or horses count?  Must do, as 
cuddling my dog made me so happy (and warm).

12.  Exercise, but also rest: “Move your body for at least 
twenty minutes a day”.  Only twenty? Half of the villagers 
made it to civilisation by car, to buy take-aways in towns 
with power as they couldn’t cook. Does that count? The 

rest element meant having “seven hours of shut-eye. 
Avoid caffeine, alcohol and electronic devices for an hour 
before bed.” Well, many people went to bed early to keep 
warm and cuddle. I suspect that alcohol consumption 
increased as  tea and coffee was off the menu for many 
and electronic devices were OFF whether you liked it or 
not …….. but this must have been like going cold turkey 
for younger members of society.

13.  Be thankful: “Studies show that gratitude consistently 
ranks top of the list of what makes people happy.”  Most 
of us were exceedingly happy once power was restored, 
but were we thankful? Or were we simply relieved to get 
back to life as we now know it.

14.  Chill out: WE DID! Just shows how stupid the English 
language has become: we froze!

My resident collared doves sit, fluffy, cute and patient 
outside my window as I wash up in the kitchen, waiting for 
the greedy wood pigeon, nicknamed Putin, to get off the bird 
feeder.  Doves are the symbol of peace.  I pray that peace will 
prevail.  We moaned about two/three prolonged power cuts, 
but perhaps we should think of those driven from their homes 
in the Ukraine.  How lucky we are to live in this beautiful 
part of East Sussex, surrounded by lovely countryside. The 
potholes, the poor mobile connection at times and the odd 
power cut all seem irrelevant when surrounded by friends, 
where we have chosen to live of our own free will.

Number 15: Should be peace and freewill. Without these 
nobody can be really happy.

P.S.   Look out for bullfinches in emerging blossom. They 
particularly adore Almond blossom.  I grew up in a house 
with a mature almond tree outside the bedroom window. The 
Spring highlight was watching bullfinches in the tree from 
my bed, with the male’s flashy plumage contrasting against 
the subtle almond flowers. They are currently on the Amber 
Conservation List.

Lastly, the Burwash bats have already been out and feeding. 
Rather early but perhaps the odd days of bright sunshine 
have confused them.

CAROLINE HUBAND
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C. Waterhouse & Sons 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

High Street, Burwash, East Sussex, TN19 7ET 
www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk   
email: funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk 

24 Hour Service—Please call (01435) 882219 

 
 

Caring and personal service by a family owned company that has 
maintained its traditions of discretion, and professionalism over  

four generations. 

Bespoke Pre-paid  
Funeral Plan 

available 
‘The Independent Way’  
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Shopping doesn’t have to cost the earth

A nursery, garden, shop & cafe
set within the twisting lanes,

wooded hills and valleys
of the High Weald
Open 10am-5pm
Thursday-Sunday

(until 4pm Nov-March)

www.kingjohnsnursery.co.uk #aplacetobe 

A nursery, garden, shop & cafe
set within the twisting lanes,

wooded hills and valleys

www.kingjohnsnursery.co.uk #aplacetobe 

A nursery, garden, shop & cafeA nursery, garden, shop & cafe

King John’s Nursery
& Garden
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What’s ON
Saturday, 2nd Love Burwash Event.

Sunday, 3rd  Burwash Playing Fields Association, Table Top Sale 
9.30 a.m.-1.30 p.m. Swan Meadow.

Monday, 4th  3C’s Coffee Morning at St. Bartholomew’s, 10 a.m. - 
Noon. (And EVERY MONDAY thereafter.)

Wednesday, 6th Walks for Strollers meet in Bear Car Park at 9 a.m.

Wednesday, 6th Whist at Burwash Village Hall 2 p.m. prompt.

Thursday, 7th  Functional Fitness with Shadow and Blossom Fitness 
at 6.30 p.m. at Burwash Sports Pavilion, Swan 
Meadow. (And EVERY THURSDAY thereafter.)

Friday, 8th  Arts Society Wealden Heathfield Spring Art Show,  
6 p.m.-8 p.m. in Burwash Village Hall.

Saturday, 8th  Arts Society Spring Art Show 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Burwash 
Village Hall

Saturday, 9th   Farmers’ & Makers’ Market at King John’s Nursery, 
9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.

Sunday, 10th  Arts Society Spring Show Continues in Village Hall,  
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Monday, 11th  Burwash Flower Arrangement Club Demonstration, 
“Floral Fun and Games”. Mrs Maggie Hayes 
demonstrates in Burwash Village Hall at 2.15 p.m.

Tuesday, 12th  The Arts Society Wealden - 2.15pm Meeting at 
Heathfield Community Centre: ‘Fashion, Fury, 
Feminism: Women’s Fight for Change’ with Tessa 
Boase.

Friday, 15th  Deadline for Articles and Adverts for Burwash Village 
Magazine May Edition.

Friday, 15th  Churches Together, Walk of Witness, 11 a.m., starting 
from Union Church. Coffee & Hot Cross Buns in church 
hall afterwards.

Thursday, 21st  Not So Young Club Meeting at 2.15 p.m. at Burwash 
Village Hall. Speaker: Malcolm Pratt.  
Subject: Winchelsea.

Friday, 29th  St Bartholomew’s Flower Festival. Open Evening, 7 
p.m. Tickets on door.

Saturday, 30th Flower Festival Continues 10 a.m.-4.30 p.m.

Saturday, 30th  Concert of easy jazz by professional band. 6.30 p.m. 
for 7 p.m. Tickets in advance. call 01435 882045.Ap

ri
l
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Age UK East Sussex Walking Football League
Championship Division
Eastbourne Borough 1 – 0 Burwash
The Burwash over 50’s Walking Football team travelled to 
Eastbourne in near gale-force conditions to take on league 
leaders Eastbourne Borough on 22nd February.

With the wind behind us we had the ball in the net twice 
during the first half only for them to be chalked-off for minor 
infringements.  Between the sticks, Ken made a couple of 
good saves and we went in at half time ‘honours-even’ at 
nil-nil.

Playing against the wind in the second half proved a little 
more difficult for the Burrishers and for the first ten minutes 
we struggled to get the ball out of our half before Eastbourne 
got a good, wind-assisted, shot away from distance to go 
into the lead.

No longer prepared to play a defensive game Burwash 
started to push up-field a little further in search of an 
equaliser, which took some pressure off the defence, but 
against an ever-strengthening wind it just wasn’t to be.

Whilst we haven’t disgraced ourselves in any of the games 
we have played, going down by just the odd goal or battling 
for a draw, we still await our first win in the League.

Bexhill Old Stars  0 -  4 Burwash
Another ‘away’ game on the now familiar 3G surface at 
Bexhill College saw Burwash control the first half with the 
opposition offering little in front of goal and although we had 
a few chances we didn’t take them.

However, the second half saw the Burwash old boys in 
total command and as soon as the first went in from Peter 
Manning a further three followed quickly from Peter Henley, 
a second for Peter M and then a great team goal finished 
with aplomb by Steve Grey. Overall a good performance and 
a result that has been a long time coming for the Burwash 
faithful!

Although the sun had yet to pass over the yard-arm, such 
was the excitement of the team that they raced back to the 
Rose & Crown (The ‘spiritual’ home of Burwash Walking 
Football) to celebrate in the time honoured way…

Next up, our first home game against ATHA – I can’t wait! But 
hold on!  Although we love our football, we do have a bit of a 
social scene going on too.  Eight of  us (plus a reserve) had a 
Snooker Evening at the Burwash Common Pavilion, courtesy 
of Super Simon from the snooker club.  Simon gave up his 
evening to brush, iron the tables, set up the balls and adjust 
the lighting.  All before letting us loose on the sacred baize 
and serving us with drinks – what a guy!

There were some mixed abilities on show with the oldest – 
Malcolm, and the youngest – Paul, showing the way, each 
with a demonstration of their mis-spent youth.

Check our website for more information www.
burwashwalkingfootballers.co.uk or give Steve Mintram a 
call on 01435 882444 for a chat.We meet every Thursday 
evening at Robertsbridge Community College Sports Hall.

LAURENCE WORTON
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F.J. JARVIS & SONS
FAMILY BUTCHER EST. 1870

Burwash: 882213
Specialities include

Burwash Beauties Sausages Local lamb
Free range pork Dry cure bacon 
Homemade Pies 
Marinated Meats
21 day mature beef 

English Tutor
Qualified former Head of English with over 10 years of teaching 

experience in central London schools. 

Can provide tutoring for students from KS3 -  
A Level for both English Language and English Literature.

Able to provide support with general literacy  
(both Reading and Writing) for KS2.

Located within Burwash village

Please email Helen Wade at: htravis17@hotmail.co.uk  
for more information.
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Many aspects of garden work including:

Paving, fencing, hedge cutting, 
garden walls, turfi ng, digger

and equestrian works.

Free estimates • Fully insured

Call Andy on 07980 689733

andy.russell12@btinternet.com
www.andyrusselllandscapes.com

NIC EIC/JIB Part P Approved Electrician 
Inspection & Testing

trussell.5@btinternet.com
Claremont, 109 Shrub Lane, 

Burwash, East Sussex, TN19 7EB

All electrical work undertaken

07771 687636

Locked Out? 

Faulty Locks?

Call Altkey Locksmiths

• Lock opening and fi tting
• UpVC Door & Window Repairs
• Independant Locksmiths
• Free Survey
• Fully Insured
• Domestic & Commercial
• 24hr Emergency Repairs
• No Call-Out Charge

Modern Service, Traditional Values

01435 408304 / 07557476699
Email: Steve@altkeylocksmiths.co.uk

Website: www.altkeylocksmiths.co.uk
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WALKS FOR STROLLERS

On 2nd March, twelve of us walked from Burwash Common 
Pavilion Car Park, to Bough Farm, through to Green Farm,  
Burnt House to Willingford Lane, Foots Lane to Park Hill 
through to Westdown Lane, Vicarage Lane and back to the 
Pavilion via the footpath through Boundary Close.  The weather 
was wet before we started, leaving the ground very soggy 
underfoot, but an enjoyable walk was had by one and all.

I hope that the ground will dry up for our walk on Wednesday, 
6th April.  We will start from the Bear Car Park in Burwash at 
the usual time of 9 a.m.  Hope to see you all. New walkers are 
very welcome.

IJON JENNER 
01435882045 

REQUEST FOR HELP - CAN YOU HELP 
SOLVE THIS MYSTERY?

We have received this rather strange request for help. We do 
not accept responsibility for the accuracy of the information, 
but it makes interesting reading. No offence is intended. 
(Editor)

“My name is Paul Kent. During the first lockdown I was 
forced to work from home as a humble Civil Servant from 
Tunbridge Wells. During those long periods, with little to do, 
I started listening to an Australian podcast entitled “The 
Lady Vanishes” about 51 year old Australian schoolteacher 
Marion Barter, who went missing after visiting the South East 
of England in June/July 1997. We know she visited Tunbridge 
Wells, Hastings, Rye, Alfriston, Tonbridge, Winchelsea and 
Brighton, from her postcards and letters home.   

I became so intrigued by the story that I have been helping 
Marion’s daughter, Sally Leydon, in Australia to do a bit of 
amateur sleuthing in the UK. I even appeared on the BBC 
local news in 2020 highlighting the story, but sadly it did not 
lead to any information to help Sally. 

The case has taken a massive turn of events after nearly 25 
years as Sally managed to get the Coroner’s Office in New 
South Wales to investigate her Mum’s disappearance. The 
story is so bizarre that not even Agatha Christie or Conan 
Doyle could have invented such a plot. One of the weird 
aspects of the case is that Marion changed her name to 
Florabella Natalia Marion Remakel shortly before setting off 
to the UK. 

You may ask what does this have to do with Burwash? Well, 
the recent Coroner’s inquests, which can be viewed in full on 
YouTube, questioned 2 witnesses: Diane de Hedervary aged 
70 and her husband Ric Blum, who is now aged 82. Mr Blum 
has used many aliases and has a charge sheet as long as 
your arm in France and Belgium running over many decades 
for false impersonation and fraud. During their questioning, 
they admitted to living in Burwash between about 1983-
1986. Their children David (born 1979) & Maite (born 1981) 
were even baptised in Burwash on the 1st December 1984. 
These records show they were living at Mottynsden Lodge in 
Burwash and Mr Blum was going by the name of Frederick de 
Hedervary at the time as a Company Director. 

I have tried some of the Burwash Facebook pages but 
nobody has come forward saying they even remember the 
couple, which again I find rather strange. Burwash is such 
a small community that one would think that an Australian 
and Belgian living in their midst would have been noticed. 
The children must have gone to local schools. Some of the 
aliases used by Mr Blum were Richard Lloyd Westbury, 
Richard West, Ric Richard and Fredy David.

I wonder whether anyone in Burwash might remember this 
couple and perhaps contact me either by email or phone? It 
could be crucial in finding out what happened to Marion!”

PAUL KENT 
(01892 522476 or 07720715992) 
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SEAGULLS OVER BURWASH

Solidarity, Uncomfortable Associations and 
Awards 
As I sit down to write this football-based article, the news 
from Ukraine is truly awful. The suffering and loss of life 
that is occurring on the other side of Europe puts concerns 
about football scores, league positions and dodgy refereeing 
decisions into true perspective…… it’s only a game. 
However, whilst no football player or club can influence 
directly the decisions of Vladimir Putin regarding invading 
a neighbouring country, bombing civilians and sending 
his country’s own young men to their deaths, the sporting 
world as a whole has sent a clear message to the Kremlin 
and the Russian people that the actions of Putin and his 
generals are considered abhorrent by the vast majority of 
people and countries throughout the world. Within days of 
the invasion commencing, Russia has been expelled from 
the football World Cup, Russian clubs have been expelled 
from international club competitions, the Champions League 
final has been moved from St Petersburg, Formula 1 has 
cancelled the Russian Grand Prix, Russian athletes have 
been banned from world competition and International Judo 
Federation has suspended Vladimir Putin as its honorary 
president. Such actions will not stop the bombs dropping, 
but it will demonstrate to the Russian people that, despite 
what they are told by the Kremlin-controlled media, the 
actions of Putin have made their country an international 
pariah on the sporting, as well as political and economic, 
stage.

Solidarity with the Ukrainian people and sympathy for 
their plight has also been demonstrated at recent football 
matches with Ukrainian flags and national colours being 
displayed and periods of reflection being held before 
matches. At the recent match between Newcastle United 
and Brighton and Hove Albion, Brighton wore a yellow and 
blue strip, the Ukrainian national colours, and all profits from 
the sale of this strip in the club shop will be donated to the 
British Red Cross Ukraine Crisis Appeal.

The solidarity of football supporters with the people 
of Ukraine and the ‘football stands together’ message 
displayed at league grounds demonstrates the ability of 
sport to unite people of many different backgrounds, both 
within communities and between countries. However, there 
remains an uncomfortable feeling that, as far as Premier 
League football is concerned, sometimes such values 
are overlooked when it comes to securing funding that is 
essential for sustained success at the highest level of club 
football. Following Russia’s actions in Ukraine, numerous 
high-profile Russians and oligarchs have been sanctioned 
in a bid to disrupt Russia’s economy and put pressure on 
people who may have influence in the Kremlin. This, of 

course, brought into focus Roman Abramovich, Chelsea’s 
Russian billionaire owner who, it is claimed, is close to 
Putin. Chelsea’s consistent success over the last decade or 
more has been funded by Abramovich to the tune of £1.5 
billion. During the immediate aftermath of the invasion 
of Ukraine and with the potential of personal sanctions 
looming, Abramovich put Chelsea up for sale. However, 
before any deal could be made, sanctions were imposed and 
Abramovich’s assets, including Chelsea football club, were 
seized. The club can no longer sell tickets or merchandise 
although they can still fulfil their fixtures under a special 
government licence. The future of Chelsea is now very 
uncertain.

There was also an uncomfortable irony associated with 
the display of solidarity with the Ukrainian plight shown at 
the Newcastle vs Brighton match. Newcastle have recently 
been taken over by a Saudi-led consortium making them 
‘the richest club in the world’ and destined for a successful 
future on the pitch. The majority shareholder at Newcastle 
now is Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund (PIF) and 
PIF’s chairman is Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
the effective ruler of Saudi Arabia. Currently, Saudi Arabia 
has military involvement in Yemen and is suppressing the 
Houthis uprising in what has become a full-scale civil war. 
The UN estimates that the Yemen war has claimed more 
than 377,000 lives, 60% of which has been due to indirect 
causes such as famine and preventable diseases caused 
by the blockades of imports to Houthis-held regions. The 
Saudi-led coalition recently killed over 70 people and injured 
another 138 during an air raid on a prison in North Yemen. 
The Norwegian Refugee Council condemned the attack 
as “a blatant attack on civilian infrastructure that will also 
impact our aid delivery.” The Chairman of the new owners 
of Newcastle United is directly involved in orchestrating 
the Yemen war and, beyond this, has a more than dubious 
human rights record. Yet the Premier League sanctioned the 
Newcastle take-over and has enabled the Saudi leader to 
bask in the reflected glory of any future Newcastle United 
success. The questions needs to be asked again……. who do 
we want involved in English football and what is the ethical 
price we are prepared to pay for winning a football match?

On a more positive note, not all of Premier League football 
is about money and winning at all costs. In fact, most clubs 
have active charitable projects that provide invaluable 
resources and support for local communities. Brighton 
and Hove Albion is no exception. The Albion charity, Albion 
In The Community, undertakes a wide range of initiatives 
ranging from football participation projects, education and 
employability schemes and community health and well-
being programs. The football club and the club’s supporters 
are rightly proud of AITC and the work that it undertakes. 
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Given the history of the club and the fan-based effort to 
rescue the club from extinction 25 years ago, Brighton 
and Hove Albion has a particularly strong affinity with its 
supporters. This was demonstrated during the Covid-19 
lockdown. Not only were regular zoom ‘fans forum’ meetings 
held by the club but the club instigated an initiative to 
keep in touch with their elderly and vulnerable supporters 
by telephone. Over 4,500 calls were made by more than 
80 staff members, including head coach, Graham Potter, 
Chairman, Tony Bloom and CEO, Paul Barber, the aim being 
to check that the supporters were coping with their isolation 
and, if necessary, provide assistance with everyday tasks 
such as picking up prescriptions or shopping. This initiative 
has since been recognised by the European Contact Centre 
and Customer Service Awards (ECCCSA), who awarded 
the Albion the gold award in the ‘Giving Something Back’ 
category. The club was nominated ahead of other major 
international organisations such as Tesco Bank and Co-op 
and the judging panel stated: “‘The Brighton & Hove Albion 
Football Club team spirit and focus on vulnerable fans was 
innovative, creative, caring and community-based”. So well 
done BHA and long may the bond between the club and 
its supporters last! It’s what make supporting the Albion 
special.

For further information on joining Seagulls Over Burwash 
and details of forthcoming events, meetings or coach travel, 
please visit our website at www.seagullsoverburwash.co.uk 
or email me at simon.forster@seagullsoverburwash.co.uk. 
Alternatively, please feel free to contact our Chairman, Mr 
Teskey O’Neil, on 01435 884344 or tesbar80@btinternet.
com. 

SIMON FORSTER

Our last meeting on Tuesday, 8th March was very different 
from the norm with Ian Keable speaking on: The Century of 
Deception: the Birth of The Hoax in the Eighteenth Century.

At our next meeting on Tuesday, 12th April, we will tackle: 
Dickens, Lawrence & Zhivago – David Lean’s Art of 
Cinema.

Cinematic images are modern art forms. In the ‘golden age’ 
of cinema - before the development of CGI technology - 
filmmakers had to construct sets to represent landscapes, 
townscapes, and interiors. They created an art installation 
then captured it in celluloid images. This lecture will use 
the films of the British director David Lean to explore the 
art of cinema. How do the ‘artists’ – in this case formed of 
large collaborative teams choose locations, construct sets, 
dress actors, and, more generally, ‘imagine’ the world they 
seek to represent? How much is authentic, and how much 
preconception and prejudice? What are the influences on 
the way the cinema depicts the world?

Do come and find out more about this lively Society at the 
Community Hall, Heathfield!  You can try us out for £5. 
New members are eagerly awaited. We have a very diverse 
programme, as you now appreciatecan! If you wish to apply 
for membership, please email amgreenaway@hotmail.com   
or telephone 01435 408635 for further details.

[Editor’s note: This lecturer sadly has died: the revised 
topic is listed in What’s On]

PRISCILLA RAWLINS 
www.theartssocietywealden.org.uk

NOT SO YOUNG

The Not So Young Club had another marvellous meeting but 
their report is too late for this Edition.  It will be in the May 
Edition.

Please do try and attend their next meeting in May, as listed 
on the What’s On Page.
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This month we focus on our Scouts Scouts are a go-getting group of young people aged 10 ½ to 
14 who: 

• Master new skills and try new things

• Make new friends

• Have fun and go on adventures, at home and abroad

• Explore the world around them

•  Help others and make a difference, in their own 
communities and beyond

Being a Scout is all about discovering the world on your 
own terms and making the most of what you have, wherever 
and whoever you are. You’ll master the skills that’ll help you 
weather the storms of life, and try things you’d never get the 
chance to do at home or at school. 

KEITH LLOYD  
President and Chair

1ST BURWASH & ETCHINGHAM SCOUT GROUP

BURWASH BROWNIES AND GUIDES

This term we have had a lot to think about.  We celebrate 
Thinking Day, which is the day when we think about Girlguiding 
and Scouting members around the world.  We take the 
opportunity to take part in the programme published by the 
World Association of Girl Guides and Guide Scouts, which 
points us in specific directions.  This year, we have been 
looking at Gender Equality, which also tied in nicely with 
International Women’s Day.  Our activities have looked at what 
gender equality means, how things can be different between 
genders, and what we can do to make a difference to change 
this for future generations.  We have also looked at Brownies 
in other countries, and the Brownies made a world friendship 
circle of uniforms from around the world. There was some 
amazing colouring and creativity on display!

Our next few weeks will be looking at festivals and 
celebrations, with particular emphasis on Easter and the 
association with chocolate and sweets.  This is a great 
part of our term activities as we get to try different kinds of 
chocolate and judge which we think is the best, how much 
the options cost, where they come from, and how they are 
made and imported.  It’s always interesting to hear how the 
Brownies and Guides have such different tastes in chocolate 
and very varied opinions! 

We are very much looking forward to the summer term as 
well, as we have several large-scale County activities to 
join in with – a jubilee event, a festival camp and some 
activity days at our County campsite. We will have lots of 
opportunities to get out and about, and we are also hoping to 
run our own group activities somewhere local as well!

We are currently quite low on numbers so do still have 
spaces in both Brownies and Guides, so if you know of 
anyone who would like to come along, please register their 
interest at https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-
parents/register-your-daughter/

If you would like to help with our units, you would also be 
welcome: just follow this link: 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/

It would be great to have some new members to join in the 
fun!

Keep on keeping safe and well, and hope to see you all soon.

BEVERLEY BOAKES 
Burwash & Etchingham Brownies,  

& Robertsbridge District Guides
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•  Removal and 
Storage Specialists

• Aggregate Suppliers

Andy Vater
Transport

family movers & storers since 1933
Tel: 01435 863774 • Mob: 07885 852769

www.andyvaterremovals.co.uk

If you’d like to advertise  
in the magazine at  

this size, please contact 
Martin Parrott on  

01435 409126.

This is an eighth page advert

EEVVEENNTT  SSTTAAFFFF  FFOORR  AANNYY  OOCCCCAASSIIOONN  
EEvveenntt  MMaannaaggeerrss,,  sseerrvviiccee  tteeaammss,,  bbaarr  ssttaaffff  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  aallll  eevveennttss..    

WWee  ccoovveerr  eevveennttss  aaccrroossss  KKeenntt  aanndd  SSuusssseexx  
--  wweeddddiinnggss,,  bbiirrtthhddaayy  cceelleebbrraattiioonnss,,  ddrriinnkkss  ppaarrttiieess,,  tteeeennaaggee  ppaarrttiieess  

aanndd  ddiinnnneerr  ppaarrttiieess..    
IIff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  aannyy  hheellpp  aatt  aannyy  eevveenntt  oorr  aarree  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  jjooiinniinngg  tthhee  

tteeaamm,,  pplleeaassee  ggeett  iinn  ttoouucchh..  
  

kkaattiiee@@ssuuiittaabblleeppeeooppllee..ccoo..uukk    
wwwwww..ssuuiittaabblleeppeeooppllee..ccoo..uukk  
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We are lucky enough to live in a parish that has dark skies. 
Between 1993 and 2000 alone, light pollution across 
England increased by 24%, so today less than 10% of the UK 
population can enjoy a view of the night skies which includes 
the Milky Way. Our light pollution in Burwash is low, but we 
need to act to protect our precious darkness. 

Last year, the journal Nature published a damning report on 
the effects of light pollution:

“Artificial light at night is increasingly recognized as a global 
change driver. Evidence is increasing that it has adverse effects 
on the behaviour, physiology, and survival of animals and plants 
with consequences for species interactions and ecosystem 
functioning. We conclude that the consequences of artificial 
light at night are not limited to the night, but can also propagate 
to daytime by altering species interaction and potentially the 
ecosystem functions relying on it, such as pollination.”

Scientific research has shown that light pollution has 
negative effects on the behaviour and survival of insects, 
bats, moths and some birds that are already under threat. 
We are only just beginning to understand the role of night 
time pollinators such as moths, just as their numbers are 
declining drastically. Light pollution is now recognised as 
a contributing factor to the biodiversity crisis.  It is also not 
particularly good for humans!

Wild About Burwash have been monitoring the quality of 
the dark skies in and around Burwash for the last few years. 
We have been working with the High Weald and other local 
parishes to monitor local light pollution with the aim of 
creating an international dark skies community. This really 
is something special as there are currently only seven 
other international dark skies communities internationally.  
Support for dark skies is growing both locally and nationally. 
We ran a star gazing event in Burwash that was attended 
by over 120 people in early 2020 (we are planning a bigger 
event with other parishes and the High Weald for 2024). 

The chairman of the UK’s independent Climate Change 
Committee, stated recently that rural streetlights are 
unnecessary and councils must think about all decisions 
in the light of climate change. Inefficient lighting wastes 
over £1 billion per annum in the UK, with streetlights alone 
wasting over £100 million (this was prior to the recent energy 
increases). Burwash Parish Council was one of the first 

councils locally to implement a dark skies policy and as it is 
looking to take over the car park in the village from Rother 
District Council, it is trying to ensure that the lighting in the 
car park is dark skies friendly.  All planning applications for 
new dwellings and extensions in Burwash now come with 
the condition that outside lighting should only be installed in 
accordance with the dark skies policy recommendations.

There are also some small things that we can all do 
individually to protect our dark skies, including:

• Only use light when you need it and only use as much 
as you need for that purpose – any more is just wasted, so 
avoid using brighter lights than absolutely necessary. This is 
especially important with the current hike in electricity prices.

• Install lighting only where necessary and always direct it 
towards the ground (ideally 45 degrees or lower so the light 
doesn’t travel too far). 

• Turn off lights when you don’t need them

• Use energy saving features such as timers, dimmers, 
and motion sensors in all outdoor lighting, and avoid using 
inefficient high wattage light sources (i.e. ones that produce 
less light per watt).

• Always remember to draw your curtains or blinds at night 
to prevent light unnecessarily spilling out of your home

• Use long wavelength light (light that has a red or yellow tint 
rather than very white or blue lights) to minimize the impact.

• Keep external lights to a minimum and reduce the 
amount of time they are on. Too much lighting can also 
threaten security.

If you would like to discuss ways in which you can reduce light 
pollution, please email us on wildaboutburwash@gmail.com 

In other news, we are coming to the end of the season when 
frogs and toads migrate to their ancestral breeding grounds 
regardless of what lies in their path, which often includes 
roads.  If you know of a point on a road where toads often 
cross, you can contact Froglife.org. The Toads on Roads 
project registers these sites as “migratory crossings” and 
helps coordinate local Toad Patrols.  Patrols can apply to 
their local Council to have road warning signs to be installed 
in the appropriate places.

THE WILD ABOUT BURWASH TEAM    
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We do get given surplus 
equipment.
Currently we have a a printer 
(Not Wi-Fi),  a laptop which can 
be used as a Chrome book, 
laptop bag  and an IPAD. If you 
are interested in an of these, 
then please contact us. 

We are open Mondays and Wednesdays from 10 a.m. till  
1 p.m. in the Parish Room.

We can help you with advice and guidance on what type of 
equipment to purchase, as well as how to make the most of 
your PC, Tablet, Smartphone or other digital devices.  
We offer assistance with choosing a wide range of 
applications, managing your photographs, helping you to 
find the best offers on a range of services and goods. We can 
even give you pointers on how to trace your family tree. 

We welcome Tony Barnes as a volunteer. We are still looking 
for additional volunteers. If you have skills in using tablets, 
laptops or smart phones, we would welcome your help. 
Please contact the people below.

For further information please contact  
the Parish Clerk – Emma on 07375 809 660 or  
email parishclerk@burwashpc.org.uk  or 

Keith Lloyd – cllr.keith.lloyd@burwashpc.org.uk stating 
the nature of the help you need.

Burwash, Burwash Common,  
Burwash Weald and the Surrounding Areas

Recent local incidents: 
No new reports have reached me.. Thanks to alert members, 
one of the strange lights in Rother View, Burwash reported 
last month have been identified as a local dog walker!

Scams:
Ukrainian Crisis – there are already numerous scams using 
the Ukrainian Crisis to extort or scam money. Please be very 
careful and check the origins of any requests to support 
the crisis. If you want to donate, there are many genuine 
organisations which you can donate to safely,  knowing that 
your money will be used wisely.

Contacting  the Police: 
If you genuinely feel a situation needs immediate attendance 
always dial 999 and give as much information as you can 
about the location and circumstances. 

For non-urgent matters, you can contact Sussex Police 
by email at 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk  or use the non-
emergency number 101 (101 calls cost 15p from landlines or 
mobiles), or go online at www.sussex.police.uk/reportcrime 

Stay safe
STEVE MINTRAM 
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Sport and fitness-related

Burwash Cricket Club: 
Village club playing on Sundays.

Contact: Paul Morgan-Jones on 882832 
or  
pmorganjones@holmewoodhouse.co.uk. 

Burwash Lawn Tennis Club: 
With two courts in Swan Meadow, the 
club encourages people of all ages to play 
tennis.

Contact: Sue Findlater on 01580 
880628 or findlater.susan@gmail.com.

Burwash over 50’s Walking Football 
Group: 
Meet every Tuesday evening for a kick-
around.  Age is no barrier as we currently 
range from 51-78 years of age.  

Contact: Steve Mintram 882444 for 
more information.

Burwash Playing Field Association: 
Bringing sport, fitness and wellbeing to the 
community of Burwash.

Contacts: Chair: Fiona Hosein  
Treasurer: Oliver Blaydon  
Booking Secretary for field and Sports 
Pavilion: Julie Chambers.

All enquiries and bookings:  
bpfaswanmeadow@gmail.com 
or see Julie in the Tea Rooms.

Burwash Short Mat Bowls Club:
Informal, friendly evening at Burwash 
Village Hall every Monday from 6.30 p.m. 
If you fancy a try, come and join us. We can 
supply bowls to beginners.

Contact: Mary Taylor on 882107.

Burwash Snooker Club: 
Plays in Burwash Village Hall. New 
members welcome.

Contact: Mike Hill on 07518 914391 or 
Ron Allen on 09760 094334.

Kipling County Carriage Driving Group: 
Carriage driving for the disabled.  

Contact: kiplingcounty@aol.com. 

Seagulls over Burwash
Burwash Brighton & Hove Albion 
supporters club.  

Contact: Simon Forster on simon.
forster@seagullsoverburwash.co.uk. 

Walks for Strollers: 
Gentle walks through the countryside.  
Meet at 9 a.m.in the Bear Car Park on  
1st Wednesday of the month.  

Contact: Ijon Jenner on 882045.

For young people

Burwash CEP School
With an Outstanding OFSTED rating, the 
head teacher is Debbie Gilbert.  

Contact: 882440.

Burwash CEP School Parents, Teachers 
and Friends Association (PTFA): 
Organise social and fund-raising events to 
support the school.  

Contact: Lindsay McFarlane on  
macfarlanelindsay@gmail.com 

Burwash Guides and Brownies: 
Meet in the Burwash Common guide hut.  

Contact: Beverley Boakes on 883473.

Explorers, Scouts, Cubs and Beavers: 
Meet at the scout hut, Bear Car Park.  

Contact: Cliff Wilson on 882126.

Musical Theatre: 
Musical theatre classes from 4 -19 years, 
Saturdays in Burwash Village Hall.  

Contact: Jonny or Sandra Ball on 882946 
or burwashmusicaltheatre@hotmail.com

St Bartholomew’s Sunday Club and 
Pathfinders: 
Friendly group meeting in the Rectory 
on 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month 
from 9.45 – 11 a.m.  Sunday Club for 
children aged 3 – 9.  Pathfinders for Year 6 
upwards.  

Contact: Hilary Stewart on 883261 or  
post@hilarystewart.tv. 

Broad Oak Preschool: 
Nurturing environment for children aged 2-5. 
Open Monday to Thursday 08.30 - 14.30 
Friday 08.30 - 12.00.

Contact: 01435 864326 or email  
office@broadoakpreschool.co.uk

St Bartholomew’s Tuesday Drop-In: 
Meet in church every Tuesday in term-time 
from 8.30 a.m. for children to have a snack 
on their way to school.  Mums/Dads/
Carers and pre-school children come in 
afterwards for coffee and a chat.  

Drop in or contact: Joanne Brown on 
01435 830869.

St Philips Parent and Toddler Group:
Meet every Thursday 10 – 12 p.m. in the 
Burwash Common Pavilion.  

Contact: Anne Everall on 883247.

Local clubs, societies and other useful contacts
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Support Groups and  

local government

British Red Cross:
British Red Cross Local Services (Red 
Cross Week, first aid group equipment and 
wheelchair loans).  

Contact: 0800 0280 831.

Royal British Legion: 
The active Burwash Branch supports the 
Legion in supporting ex-Servicemen.  

Contact: Charles Merchant on 882360, 
Frank Sanderson on 882345 or Fred 
Marshall on 884298.

Neighbourhood Watch: 
Contact: Steve Mintram on 882444.

Admiral Nurses: 
Helping to support and co-ordinate care 
for people with dementia and their carers.  

Contact: Ruth Tomkins on  
01580 200743.

Burwash Parish Council: 
Meeting on 2nd Tuesday of the month  
at 7 p.m.  

Contact: Emma Neil  
parishclerk@gmail.com. 

Rother District Council: 
Town Hall, Bexhill on Sea, TN39 3JX.  
Contact: 01323 787000.

East Sussex County Council: 
County Hall, St Anne’s Crescent, Lewes.  
Contact: 0345 6080190.

Sussex Police (non-urgent): 
Contact: 101@sussex.pnn.police.
uk, or call 101 (101 calls cost 15p from 
landlines or mobiles) or online at www.
sussex.police.uk/contactus. 

Village Life

Bateman’s: 
Rudyard Kipling’s home, run by the 
National Trust, with a full programme of 
events and activities throughout the year.  

Contact: 882302 or www.nationaltrust.
org.uk/batemans for more details.

Burwash Amateur Pantomime Society 
(BAPS): 
Annual production involving all ages!  

Contact: David Cowell on 883615 or  
Jane Lloyd on 883264.

Burwash Bonfire Society: 
Fundraising and organising the Bonfire 
Night firework display.  

Contact: Natalie Crabtree at 
natcooper13@hotmail.co.uk. 

Burwash Common Pavilion: 
For bookings contact: Alison Hayes on 
882650 or bcpavilionbar@gmail.com. 

Burwash Common After Eight Club: 
Meets monthly, open to all ladies for talks, 
outings, theatre and dining.  

Contact: Jan McCartney on 882117. 

Burwash Community Fund: 
Contact: Rod Clifton on 883656 or 
Halina Keep on 882183 or email 
2012bjcf@gmail.com. 

Burwash Defectives:
Murder Mystery Evenings, fund-raising 
events for your own cause.  For details and 
to book a date. 

Contact: Del Smith Tel 07543 665532 or 
email dellights@btinternet.com

Burwash: Save Our Fields: 
Set up to oppose inappropriate 
development of new houses in Burwash 
Parish in the High Weald Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  

Contact@burwashsaveourfields.org.uk

Wild About Burwash:
Community group focusing on the 
protection and appreciation of the natural 
environment of the Parish.

Contact: wildaboutburwash@gmail.com

Burwash Village Hall: 
For bookings contact: Peter Angove on 
883288 or  
p.angove3288@btinternet.com. 

Fairfield Surgery: 
Open Mon-Fri 8.30 – 6.30 p.m. (Phone 
111 when surgery closed.)  

Contact: 882306 (fax 882064).

Friends of Burwash Surgery: 
Help less mobile people travel to 
appointments and collect medication from 
the Surgery. They also and deliver them 
to Etchingham Post Office for patients to 
collect. 

Contact: Chairman, Frank Smith, on 
01580 819326 or Secretary, Sue 
Mumford, on 01580 819415.  Requests 
for transport or delivery of prescriptions 
should be made via the Surgery on 
882306. 
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Local clubs, societies and other useful contacts

Patients of Fairfield Surgery  
Participation Group: 
Involving patients and staff to consider and 
improve conditions in the Practice from a 
patient’s perspective.  

Contact: Claudette Neville on 883043 or 
nevilleclaudette@gmail.com.

The Barnsley Foundation: 
A trust with limited funds to assist the 
education of local young people.  

Contact: Joanne Brown on 830869.

For Our Senior Citizens

Age UK: 
Home from hospital visiting service and a 
friendly Lunch Club every fourth Monday of 
the month at the Bear Inn, Burwash.  

Contact: Jean Plummer on 883483.

Music & Movement Exercises  
for the over 60s: 
Every Wednesday 10 - 11 a.m. in the 
Burwash Sports Hall.  

Contact: Isabel Salmond on 882452.

Not So Young Club: 
Social events and guest speakers, 3rd 
Thursday each month in Burwash Village 
Hall at 2.15 p.m.  

Contact: Isabel Salmond on 882452.

Burwash District Housing Association 
for the Elderly: 
Providing homes for over 60s in our 
community.  

Contact: Claudette Neville on 883043 or 
nevilleclaudette@gmail.com.

Mayfield and District University of the 
3rd Age (U3A): 
A full programme of activities and speakers, 
meeting, 3rd Thursday of the month at  
2 p.m. Mayfield Memorial Hall, or Zoom, if 
you prefer. 

Contact: Mary Brentnall on 01435 872289 
or email marybrentnall@hotmail.com.

Hobbies

Burwash Horticultural Society: 
Thriving branch of the society.  

Contact: Richard Maude-Roxby on 
882243.

Burwash Flower Arranging Club: 
A programme of demonstrations, craft 
clubs and outings.  

Contact: Claudette Neville on 883043 or 
nevilleclaudette@gmail.com.

Burwash Monday Painters: 
Meet to paint on Monday afternoons in 
Burwash village hall (Oct to Apr) and at 
various outdoor locations May - Sept.  All 
ages and abilities welcome.  

Contact: Anne Everall on 883247  
or Jenny Pettman, email:  
petters5@aol.com

Burwash Quilters: 
For all those with an interest in quilting, 
meet Monday mornings in the Burwash 
village hall.  

Contact: Julie Lewis on 01580 200280.

Heathfield & District History Society: 
Meetings are held in the Ian Price 
Room, Heathfield Community Centre, 
Sheepsetting Lane. Visitors are welcome. 
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of 
the month and start at 7.30 p.m.  

Contact: Peter Thompson, Chairman,  
on 01435 882856 or  
Secretary, Joy Charlesworth, on  
01435 873551.

Heathfield and District Philatelic Society:
Meets at the Heathfield Community 
Centre, Sheepsetting Lane, Heathfield 
TN21 OXG on 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from September to April.  

Contact: Bob Ely on 01292 852659 or  
rdely@tiscali.co.uk. 

Jane Coleman School of Dancing: 
Dance classes for young people. In 
Burwash Village Hall. 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons.

Contact: Katie Dahlstedt on  
01580 200961 or  
katiedahlstedt@gmail.com

or Rachel Elliott on 01580 714442, 
rachelelliott21@hotmail.com

The Arts Society Wealden Heathfield: 
Meets at 2.15 p.m. on second Tuesday 
of the month at Heathfield Community 
Centre, Sheepsetting Lane, Heathfield 
TN21 OXG for talks. Visitors welcome.  

Contact: Membership Secretary on 
01435 408635 for further details.

Burwash Pottery:
Pottery classes for all levels. Small 
classes with lots of individual tuition and 
support, concentrating on hand-building 
and decoration techniques.  Also perfect 
creative parties for both adults and 
children.  

Contact: Mary Clarke on  
mary.clarke1@btinternet.com  
or 07786 422870. 

Burwash Duplicate Bridge Club
We are a friendly club which meets at 1.45 
for 2 p.m. in the Bear Inn in the High Street. 
We welcome guests. You do not need to 
have played duplicate bridge before, but 
you do need to be able to play bridge. 

Contact: Lorraine Lea on 883785.
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FARM FRESH 
RANGE OF  
SEASONAL 
FRUIT & VEG

LONDIS IN BURWASH • HIGH STREET • BURWASH • EAST SUSSEX  TN19 7ET • TEL: 01435 882226

Post Office  
Banking
• FREE Cash Withdrawals
• Cash & Cheque Deposits
• Most High Street Banks

FOLLOW  
US ON

‘VILLAGE STORE  
BURWASH’

FANTASTIC PROMOTIONS EVERY 4 WEEKS • IN-STORE BAKERY WITH HOT  
FOOD TO GO • LINK CASH MACHINE • CHILLED BEERS & WINE • LOCALLY 
SOURCED PRODUCTS • NEW FISH RANGE • EXTENSIVE FRESH RANGE

 Eggceptional!
Seriously cracking good deals at 
Londis in Burwash this Easter!

AMAZING VALUE 
RIGHT HERE  

ON YOUR  
DOORSTEP!

WE’RE OPEN MON to SAT  
FROM 6am - 8pm 

(SUNDAY 7am - 8pm)
SO POP IN & SEE JUST  

WHAT WE HAVE ON OFFER    
 AT FABULOUS PRICES! 

Locally  
sourced  

products

STAY 
SAFE
STAY 

LOCAL

HUGE  
PROMOTIONS
EVERY FOUR 

WEEKS!
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