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Noah and the Animals; Part 12   

The animals were told to come in Pears. 
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A message from the Curate…….            
 
The month of May has arrived with all the promise of 
better weather, longer days and al fresco eating. For some 
of you, bedding plants will be on the agenda and trips to 
the local nursery will result in laden trolleys of beautiful 
blooms. Bedding plants need to be ‘embedded’ in rich 
soil and then nurtured to bring the flowers into a vibrant 
display. 
 
The word ‘embedded’ has been significant for me over the last eight months. I have 
tried to ‘embed’ myself in your communities and consequently I have been the richer 
for it. There is a phenomenal amount of activity, care and compassion to be found in 
each of the villages and I feel very privileged to be a small part of this neighbourly 
love. 
 
I looked up the word ‘embed’ in the dictionary and it described the process of 
embedding as being ‘fixed firmly and deeply rooted in a surrounding mass.’ This, I 
feel sums up village life in the Teign Valley perfectly. Everybody plays their part to 
try to ensure that no-one is forgotten, isolated or in need. In fact, everybody ensures 
that there is a bountiful supply of wonderful activities, events, cafes and clubs to 
enrich the lives of all. 
 
As Christians, we believe that our priority is to ‘embed’ ourselves in Christ. We do 
this through prayer, reading Scripture and meeting together for worship and 
fellowship. In this way we nurture our faith and our relationship with God; allowing 
God to grow in us and enable us to become the ‘blooms’ he wants us to be!  Being 
firmly rooted in Christ should translate into effective service and love for those 
around us. We share the love and light of Christ. God wants a wonderful display of 
bedding plants in his garden (forgive me for overstretching the analogy!). We are all 
different shapes, sizes and colours and yet we all add to the vibrancy of our 
neighbourhood. Can I thank you for the wonderful communities which you have built 
up over the years and can I encourage you to embed yourselves in Christ so that we 
shine out his glory in our world and enhance his rich display. 
 
Have a wonderful, vibrant and blooming May! 
 
Rev’d Eleanor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Shillingford St George Church Calendar for May 2022 
 
Date Name Service Time 
1 May Easter 3 Morning Praise 9.30 

Sidesmen Eric and Di   

Readers Nick   

Reading Revelation 5:11-14 John 21:1-19  

Prayers Christopher Glebe Lane & Place Farm Area  

Date Name Service Time 
8 May Easter 4 Holy Communion 9.30 

Sidesmen Norman   

Readers Derek and Christopher   

Reading Revelation 7:9-17 John 10:22-30  

Prayers Delia Road through Shillingford St George  

Date Name Service Time 
15 May Easter 5 Evensong 6.00 

Sidesmen Liz   

Readers Di and Peter   

Reading Revelation 21:1-6 John 13:31-35  

Prayers Clergy Surrounding parishes of Dunchideock, 
Kenn & Exminster 

 

Date Name Service Time 
22 May Easter 6 Holy Communion 9.30 

Sidesmen Tom and Gwen   

Readers Rose and Norman   

Reading Revelation 21:10, 22 – 22:5 John 14:23-29  

Prayers Nick Barrack Lane & Barton Lane  

Date Name Service Time 
29 May Easter 7 Mission Community Holy Communion 10.00 

Sidesmen Norman   

Readers Ide and Alphington   

Reading Revelation 22.12–14, 
16,17,20,21 

John 17.20–26  

Prayers Clergy Our Mission Community with Alphington 
& Ide 

 

Date Name Service Time 
5 June Pentecost Morning Praise 9.30 

Sidesman Nick   

Readers Ken   

Reading Acts 2.1–21 John 14.8–17[25–27]  

Prayers Christopher Oak Close & Waybrook Lane  

 
 
 
 
 



 
SHILLINGFORD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY - SONGS OF DEVON 

 
The Society had an excellent launch to its programme for 2022 with this event that 
was held in the Village Hall on Saturday 19th March. 
 
The nationally known and renowned folk singer, Jim Causley, provided a mini-tour 
around the county from his vast repertoire of folk songs from Devon.  He took the 
audience to North Devon, West Devon, Honiton, Dartmoor, Exeter and other areas in 
between.  All the songs from these places had a story to tell that included ploughing, 
bell ringing, hay making, lace making, The Cry of the Tin and the sad story of a young 
huntsman who died on “Dartimoor” with his horse.  There was humour in the always 
popular “Mother and Me” with, of course, a song that included mention of cider and 
the opportunity for the audience to join in the chorus to some of the songs. 
 
In between the songs, Jim gave information on the background and history to each 
of them which gave the audience an insight into how they all originated and 
contributed to the social history of Devon.  Added to this he showed a fine ability in 
playing a keyboard and piano accordion which complemented his singing and 
relaxed style of presentation.  Not surprisingly the show ended with Widecombe Fair 
and we had an encore with the A to Z of Lustleigh which included F is for effort and X 
is for Exeter.  The afternoon ended with an excellent afternoon tea and the very 
appreciative audience lingered for some time to end a lovely afternoon in 
Shillingford.    Norman Harvey 

 

SHILLINGFORD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY RETURNS FOR 2022 

Following the highly enjoyable launch event – the “Songs of Devon” afternoon on 19th 
March - the society is returning to evening meetings, now to be held on a Tuesday 
evening in Shillingford Village Hall.  We are planning to hold meetings every second 
month this year, to make up for the lack of talks in the past two years.  Here is the 
programme for 2022 as we presently anticipate it:- 
• Tuesday May 17th – A.G.M. followed by Dr. Todd Gray, Exeter historian, on the 

recently discovered Map of Exeter, by William Birchynshaw, dated 1743 – see 
details in this magazine. 

• Tuesday  July 19th – speaker and topic to be confirmed 

• Tuesday  September 20th – Denise Melhuish, Collections Manager at the National 
Trust’s Killerton House, on the Acland Family of Killerton and Holnicote 

• Tuesday November 8th – Simon Dell, former Tavistock policeman, local historian 
and Dartmoor guide – choice of topic still to be decided 

• It is well worth joining the society at the A.G.M. this year, as it will only cost £8.00 
and will cover talks from May 2022 through to the usual February social supper 
meeting in  2023 – this compares to £4.00 per meeting for non-members and 
guests. 

Jan Wood, Chairman, Shillingford Local History Society 

 



Shillingford Parish Council 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
7.30 pm TUESDAY 10TH MAY 

UKRANIAN CRISIS 
What can we as a Parish do to support the Ukrainian Refugees? 

   The Parsh Council  proposes to register with Teignbridge District Council to say 
that we are prepared to support Ukranian families in any way we can. Expressions of 

interest, or ideas as to how we might help, to the PC, either in advance or at the 
meeting would be appreciated. 

 
Church Notices 

 
OPEN DOOR CAFE 
A thank you and congratulations to Daphne and Wendy on achieving 12 years of 
continuing fun and fellowship in the Village Hall 
Lunches in Lent 
A big thank you to all who attended our Lent Lunches where we raised £280 for 
church funds and £194 for the Red Cross Ukraine Appeal. 
Red Cross Ukraine Appeal 
Including the Lent Lunch, we will be sending about £600 to the Red Cross Ukraine 
Appeal. Many thanks to all who contributed to this amount. 
Annual Church Meeting 
The APCM took place in church on Tuesday 5 April. Mr Nick Mansell was re-elected 
as churchwarden and the PCC members ware also re-elected. Copies of the Annual 
Report are available from the back of church. 
 
 

THE OPEN DOOR CAFE 
 

WEDNESDAY 25TH MAY 2022 
COFFEE MORNING FOR UKRAINE 

ON 
 

WEDNESDAY 25TH MAY 2022 
AT 

 
SHILLINGFORD VILLAGE HALL 

10.30AM TO 12.30 PM 
 

BRING AND BUY STALL AND DRAW 
 

ALL PROCEEDS FOR UKRAINE VIA RED CROSS 
 
 



 
Shillingford Local History Society 

Tuesday 17 May 2022 
7.30 pm in the Village Hall 

 
 

Come and join us for an interesting talk by 
Todd Gray on the recently discovered 1743 

map of Exeter 
 

Everybody Welcome 
 

A SHORT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WILL PRECEDE THE TALK 
Membership for 2022/3 is £8.00 which includes 

free supper at our Spring 2023 meeting – Guest £4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Based on the Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award winning play, ‘Doubt’ is 
a mesmerising and suspense filled drama with riveting performances 

from Meryl Streep and Philip Seymour Hoffman. 
And a Tom and Jerry short 

The event is free but ice creams will be available at their usual 
prices 

 



THE EXCHANGE 

Saturday 28th May                
PLEASE NOTE:    New Time!  

11.00 - 12.30 

SHILLINGFORD VILLAGE HALL 

F        BOOKS 

R       TOYS,PUZZLES 

E        PLANTS 

E        SEEDS 

No Bric a Brac, Clothes or other items 
Please 

Bring ~ Swap ~ Take 
Away!Coffee, Tea, Cake is 

served 

 

 



FRIENDS of SHILLINGFORD WOOD 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 
 

TUESDAY 31ST MAY 
SHILLINGFORD ST GEORGE 

VILLAGE HALL 7.30PM 
All welcome 

Followed by tea and biscuits 
Everyone is welcome to come along and have their say 

regarding Shillingford Wood. Happy to discuss new ideas 
and talk about upcoming events. 

 
 
 
 

SHILLINGFORD VILLAGE HALL AGM 

 
If you have some great ideas about what you would like to 
see happening at the Village Hall, or you fancy joining our 
team to help this community space keep running happily 

for everyone in the villages ..   please come along .. 

Tuesday 24th May at 7.15pm in the Village Hall 
 
 



 
comheartbeat/	@comheartbeat 

Tel:	0845	862	7739	WWW.COMMUNITYHEARTBEAT.ORG.UK 

Community	Defibrillator	
Seminar 
The	Community	Heartbeat	Trust	will	be	
demonstrating	the	use	of	defibrillators	
and	explaining	how	the	equipment	
works	and	its	benefits	to	the	community	
in	saving	precious	minutes	in	the	
treatment	of	sudden	cardiac	arrest. 
The	more	people	that	know	how	to	use	the	portable	defibrillator	
installed	in	our	community,	the	more	chance 

there	is	of	saving	the	life	of	a	victim	of	Sudden	Cardiac	Arrest 

Everybody	is	welcome,	and	no	special	skills	are	
required,	just	your	willingness	to	play	an	important	
role	in	the	event	of	a	medical	emergency 

 This De-Fibrillator refresher training will be held at - 
Shillingford St George’s village hall.  
On - 27th May 2022 
At - 18.30hrs 
 
If you would like to attend please email Claire at - claire.62@live.co.uk. 
Places will be limited so please do not turn up on the day / evening. 
The session will last for approximately two hours and if required 
certificates of attendance can be obtained. 





QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
CELEBRATION 

 
SHILLINGFORD VILLAGE HALL 

Saturday 4th June 
 

Three Competitions 
 

For the Under 12’s – A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN ON A 
 PLATE ...FIT FOR A QUEEN 

- - - / - - - 
An 8” CAKE DECORATED FOR A ROYAL OCCASION 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS (6 X 4”) - AROUND THE VILLAGES 
Categories:- 1. Wildlife 2. People 3. Landscape 

 

For details please contact allison-price@hotmail.co.uk 
Tel: 832548 or 833478 

 
 

FRIENDS of SHILLINGFORD WOOD    
Together with the   

SHILLINGFORD WILDLIFE GROUP 

 
Photograph:  Courtesy of Trevor Ridgers 

INVITE YOU TO JOIN THEM FOR THE 
“DAWN CHORUS” 
SUNDAY 8TH MAY 

SHILLINGFORD ST GEORGE 4.00am 
we are limited to 15 enthusiasts 

so booking is essential please contact 
Ian Merrett on 01392 833183 

Email:  ian.merrett@btinternet.com 
Followed by a hot drink & bacon roll 

 



 

 

Parish Directory – Shillingford Abbot & Shillingford St George 

Shillingford St George Village Hall 
Bookings: online vhbookings@shillingford.org.uk   
Or by phone between 9am and 5pm  Trevor (Treasurer)   01392 834734  

      Sally (Chairman)   01392 833478  
 

Shillingford St George Parish Council 
Chairman – Peter Barwell  haybarn7@gmail.com  07973473515    
Parish Clerk – Juliette Thompson          shillingfordpc@gmail.com  01626 863811 
Community Defibrillators – Please contact the Parish Clerk to report any issues 
 

Devon County Councillor  
Alan Connett                                            alan.connett@btinternet.com 07843013705
  

Teignbridge District Councillors 
Andrew Swain                                         andrew.swain@teignbridge.gov.uk  
Charles Nuttall                                        charles.nuttall@teignbridge.gov.uk       
Alison Foden                                            alison.foden@teignbridge.gov.uk   
 

Mobile Library: - Ash Court, Sh. St George, 10.30-11.10, 3rd Monday each month  
 

Useful Numbers 

In the event of an emergency dial 999 for Fire, Police or Ambulance 

Police non-emergency 101 

Ambulance non-emergency 111 

Doctors – Ide Lane Surgery  Appointments     0139 439868 

Crimestoppers         0800 555111 

Teignbridge District Council – General enquiries     01626 361101 

(out of hours emergency)        01395 516854 

Report Potholes or Overgrown Hedges     0345 1551004 

Report Potholes on line  www.gov.uk/report-pothole/devon 

Report Power Cuts or Damage to Power lines     105  

Environment Agency hotline       0800 3286402 

Citizens Advice Bureau        03444 111444 

Samaritans           116123 

For any suggested additions or amendments, please contact the Parish Clerk 



 



 



Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community 
 
The Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community includes the parishes of Ashton, 

Bridford, Christow, Doddiscombsleigh, Dunchideock and Dunsford. 
 
Rev’d Ruth Frampton (Rector) -  01647 253164 or tvhhrectory@yahoo.com. 
Rev’d Eleanor Oelmann - 07772 127598 or eleanoroelmann@gmail.com. 

Pastoral Care 
If you would like, or know someone who would be glad of, a call or “virtual” visit 

from Rev’d Frampton or Rev’d Oelmann, or another member of the church 

community, please contact the rectory (contact details above), or the Churches’ 

Administrator (see Getting in touch… below). 
 
Private Prayer: 
All our churches are open daily for visiting and private prayer. 

Sunday Services 
There is a 9am telephone service each Sunday - see details below for how to join. 
 
All our church buildings are open for public worship and details are provided in the 

separate schedule of services. Please check the “A Church Near You” website for 

your parish for updates (search for e.g. “A Church Near You Bridford”). 
 
Please do not hesitate to ask those welcoming you, or contact Ruth, Eleanor or Steve 

if you have questions about COVID safety in church. 
 
Wednesday Evening Prayer 
There is a regular, short service of evening prayer each Wednesday at 6pm by 

telephone – see details below for how to join. 
 
For telephone services, you do not need internet access, but simply a landline or 
mobile telephone. Between 5 and 10 minutes before the service begins, please dial 
0333 011 0616 and enter the code 334 7721, followed by the # key, when asked. You 
will also be asked to give your name. The cost of the call is the standard cost for any 
01, 02 or 03 number, but will vary according to your telephone contract. It may well 
be covered by your “inclusive” minutes, or by free evening or weekend calls, but you 
are advised to check. 
 
Scattered Church – Home Communion – Thursday 19 May 
Rev’d Ruth and Rev’d Eleanor will be taking home communion to those who are not 

able to attend church. If you would like them to visit, please contact them (details 

above). 
 



Ascension Day 
There is a special service of Holy Communion on Ascension Day (Thursday 26 May) at 
6:00pm in Dunsford 
 
Advance Notice – Pentecost Sunday and Jubilee Weekend 
There will be a special Holy Communion service for the whole Mission Community to 
celebrate Pentecost and the Queen’s Jubilee on Sunday 5 June at 10:30am at St John 
the Baptist, Ashton. Later in the day there will be a special Songs of Praise at 5pm in St 
James’ Christow. 
 
Giving 
It is possible to make a donation towards the general mission and running costs of each 
of our six churches through an online giving page on the “A Church Near You” website – 
see https://www.achurchnearyou.com and search for the relevant parish. The “Give 
Now” button will enable you to make an online donation, which can also be Gift Aided. 

From the registers… 
Funerals: 
12 April Steve Armstrong - interment (Dunsford) 
 
Weddings: 
9 April Shaun Howlett and Carol York (Dunsford) 

Getting in touch… 
If you wish to discuss plans for a postponed or future baptism/christening, banns of 
marriage, wedding, funeral, interment of ashes or memorial service, or have any other 
enquiry, please contact Steve Cook, the Churches’ Administrator, on 01392 832332 or 
email tvhchurches@gmail.com 
 
 

MOMENTS OF CALM: Do you find your lifestyle is pretty full of ‘doing’ at work, 
and at play. Lots of distractions, not giving you a break? Are you suffering from 
anxiety symptoms, trying to manage stress? Improve your health through 
cultivating your own Mindfulness practice – an evidence based approach that 
uses the free resources within yourself! 
 
Choose to have moments of calm every day! Restore well-being! 
If you wish to: find out more; learn Mindfulness practice; refresh your practice; or 
join a weekly Mindfulness Meditation group – get in touch with me, 
shilrey@exetermindfulness.com 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
Dunchideock Church Calendar for May 2022 
Date Name Service Time 
8 May Easter 4 Holy Communion at 

Dunchideock 
10.30 

Sideperson Jamie Cumming   
Readers Ray and Ann Mallett   
Reading Revelation: 7: 9 – 17 

                    
John 10: 22 - 30  

29 May Sunday after Ascension Holy Communion at 
Dunchideock 

10.30 

Sideperson Elizabeth Jenne   
Readers Steve Cook Peter Goodchild  
Reading Revelation 22: 12–14, 16-

17, 20-21 
 John:17: 20 - 26  

Please see above for details of other services in the Teign Valley and Haldon Hill Mission Community. 
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TEIGN VALLEY MEN'S SHED 
The Teign Valley Men’s Shed will be open each Wednesday in May from  9:30am to 
12:30pm. Coffee and tea will be available – bring a packed lunch if you would like to 
stay for chat at the end. Transport is available if required – contact details below. 
 
What would I be coming along to? 
“Sheds" are kitted-out community spaces where men can enjoy practical hobbies. 
They’re about making friends, learning and sharing skills - and for a bit of banter over 
a cup of coffee or tea. The initial focus will be on woodwork, but this could broaden 
depending on the available skills. This might include: 

• continuing work to set up and improve our workshop 
• small-scale set projects with the potential to generate some income to cover 

running costs 
• individuals being able to undertake their own projects 

 
Later in the year we hope to introduce a regular programme of visiting speakers who 
can share skills and interests. 
 
There is a £10 annual fee, and a session fee of £4 for each session. You are welcome 
to attend two “taster sessions” at £4 each, before committing to joining. If you want 
to come along just for coffee or tea, and see what’s going on, that’s also fine – no 
charge! 
 
For further details or to register an interest, or to arrange transport, please email 
tvmensshed@gmail.com 
 
If you have some unwanted tools (in good condition!) or good quality, unwanted 
wood that we could use - then please also contact us (details above) - we’ll arrange 
for someone to call and see if we could take them off your hands! 
 
Everyone is welcome - don’t miss an opportunity to meet new friends and 
learn/share some practical skills. 
 
The Teign Valley Men’s Shed has received funding from the Lottery Fund, the Devon 
Communities Fund and the Mid-Devon Healthcare Trust 
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Dunchideock Village Hall 
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Reminiscences of Life in Shillingford during the Second World War 
 

As some readers of Country News may know, I work at the Devon Heritage Centre 
(the county archive and local studies service) as an archivist, and in 2014, we 
received a query about the history of Place Farm, Shillingford from Careen 
Lancaster, the daughter of a man named Richard Stewart, then in his late 70s, 
who as a small boy had spent several years living there during World War Two.  
Fortunately because of my connections with the local history society, and the past 
research we have carried out on the farms of Shillingford, I was able to give her 
quite a lot of information to pass on to her father; and in return, at my request, 
Richard Stewart (who then lived in West Lothian, Scotland) eventually sent a very 
interesting, detailed handwritten memoir of living on the farm and of his life as a 
schoolboy during the War, for our local history society.  This was accompanied by 
a long handwritten letter full of additional information, and Diana Trout has kindly 
transcribed this for us, which has enabled the story to be shared through this 
magazine.  I have been saving it until we reached the 80th anniversary of the main 
bombing raids [often called the Baedeker raids] on Exeter, the worst of which took 
place on 3-4 May 1942 and which are mentioned in Richard’s memoirs. 

 
Place Farm  1941-1943 

My first memory of Place Farm takes me back to 1941 and being woken up by the 
noise of lambs bleating outside the house.  I suppose lambs meant it was 
Springtime and as I was born in March 1936 I would have been barely 5 years old. 
My parents, Henry and Joan Stewart, had moved from Topsham sometime in 1941 
because our house, called Grove Hill, had been commandeered for the war, so I 
suppose we were homeless rather than being classed as refugees. 
Richard Stewart also wrote… “you probably know Grove Hill House, situated on the 
north side of Topsham.  I imagine the house has been converted into flats and the 
surrounding open space, that I remember, now built on.”  Henry Robert and  Joan 
Margaret Vere Stewart were obviously a comfortable middle-class couple.   The Historic 
England website reveals that Grove Hill House is still an attractive grey limestone gabled 
Victorian house, Grade II listed in 1992.  Online images suggest that it is still a private 
home with a substantial garden. 

You say in your letter that Richard Northcott had bought Place Farm in 1935 but 
how my father knew him I have no idea.  All I know is that we called him ‘uncle 
Dick’ although I’m sure there was no family connection on either side of our family.  
We were merely lodgers who had been displaced due to the war.  My recollection 
is that ‘Uncle Dick’ lived with his mother in part of the farmhouse which was a large 
building.  The farmhouse seemed very big to a small boy.  Entering by the front 
door there were two rooms on the left, a kitchen facing you and a long corridor to 
the right.  Down this corridor were stairs and 2 rooms on the left and 3 rooms on 
the right. Upstairs was a similar layout with a bathroom, sitting room and 6 
bedrooms.  There might have been back stairs at the end of the corridor. 

 



So far as the division of the farmhouse for our accommodation was achieved 
we, as a family of 4, had 3 rooms and bathroom with almost certainly a shared 
kitchen.  My younger brother and I used the first left hand bottom room as a 
playroom with 2 small beds whilst my parents had a bedroom 1st left at the top 
of the stairs with a sitting room opposite the same stairs.  Perhaps we used a 
bottom room, near the kitchen, for meals. 

 

There must have been additional spare bedrooms because I have a family 
‘Visitors Book’  which records a number of visitors including 3 names (Mrs. 
Paget and Hazel, Exeter May 4th/5th and Rosemary Perrott, Exeter May 4th-9th) 
who were accommodated following an air                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
raid presumably on May 3 1942.  This must have been a Baedeker raid which 
caused considerable damage to the centre of Exeter. My father worked in 
Exeter for the Ministry of Home Defence and I am sure he was a warden who 
must have offered shelter to possible friends who had been bombed out.  I can 
remember seeing barrage balloons floating above the city.  I think we called 
them ‘Bulgies.’  I have my father’s ARP badge.   
Richard’s letter adds…”I have given the names of three people who were taken to 
Place Farm after an air raid in May 1942.  This is once more in case it is possible to 
trace them in registers.  Who knows, there may be relatives in Exeter still.  I 
personally have a distant cousin called Perrott in New Zealand and I intend to make 
enquiries when I send them their Christmas card.”                                                                 



    A search of the 1939 Register (compiled at the beginning of the war in order to issue I.D. 
cards and ration books) together with other family history sources, reveals that Mrs. Hilda 
Paget and her husband Dr. Meyrick Paget, a medical practitioner, had been living with their 
baby daughter Hazel in East Southernhay, Exeter when the war began.  Dr. Paget later 
moved to New Zealand and his daughter Hazel married in the United States!   Rosemary 
Perrott, aged just 8 years old in 1942, was the youngest child of Reginald Perrott, principal 
clerk in the County Council Education Department, and his wife Lilian, who were living in 
East Wonford Hill, Exeter in 1939.  During the raid on 3-4 May 1942 around 30 enemy 
aircraft dropped 54 tons of bombs in 46 minutes – 164 people were killed and 476 injured.] 

So far as schooling goes, I attended a pre-school kindergarten in the vicarage. I 
remember the motto – I am, I can, I shall, I will. I walked along the farm road, past 
the church and up to the vicarage to my lessons.  Sometimes I returned to the farm 
across the field opposite the house that had a stream that ran across the top where 
I recall an eel being caught and skinned by the vicarage gardener.  I suppose the 
water came from a pond in a small wood that we used to walk to and thought of as 
a special spot – almost a secret hideaway.  Another walk was up behind the farm 
across a field and up into a large wood where there must have been some kind of 
sawmill because I remember a massive sawdust heap that we played in. 

The pond and small wood are probably those next to 
Glebe Farm, and the large wood sounds like Shillingford 
Wood.  Richard Stewart and his younger brother, with a 
visitor in February 1942 (below), were photographed at 
home on the farm in their one-piece ‘Siren suits’. 
 
With regard to the farm buildings opposite the 
farmhouse, I certainly remember the tractor and the 
smell of paraffin in the shed.  There was a large barn 
opposite which could have been partly a stable because 
there was at least one Shire cart horse and the man 
who helped uncle Dick was called ‘Tugwell’ I think.  I 
assume he was a local to Shillingford with a fine local 
ancestry.   

Richard – who in 1942 was sent to board at a prep. school at Killerton House – added 
in his letter  “One thing I can say that as a horseman (‘Tugwell’) would have had a 
colourful vocabulary, common to his profession.  I come into the story when my father 
was approached by the assistant headmaster at Killerton, who was concerned about 
my language - but was able to reassure my parents that they would soon knock it 
out of me!  Years later, in 1957, I came to Scotland as a forestry student when horses 
were still used to extract timber and, in order to get a general grounding in all aspects 
of work on an estate, I was required to spend time with the horsemen.  You could 
always hear them before you saw them and the horses knew exactly what to do!”    
 



The 1939 Register shows that Uncle Dick’s farmhand was probably Frederick 
Toghill, described as a cowman on a farm, born in 1887 and  living with his wife 
Alice and two sons at no. 2 Anchor Cottages, Shillingford.. Not a Shillingford 
native, but born into a Gloucestershire farm labourer’s family. 
I know there were a number of milking cows because milk was sent away in 
metal churns that were collected by lorry from a small stand built into the stone 
wall by the road.  Mrs. Northcott would make cream and butter in a coolroom 
off the ground floor passage.  I remember a bull in the stall in the yard opposite 
the milking parlour-cum dairy.  There was a so-called garden behind the dairy 
where I remember ferrets in 2 cages.  They may have helped supplement the 
rationed meat with rabbits taken from burrows near the farm.  I would go on to 
eat grey squirrel and whale meat before rationing ended in 1950.  I don’t 
remember vegetables in the garden but there must have been.  After all 
everyone was encouraged to ‘Dig for Victory’.  I do however remember plenty 
of nettles because I once fell off the wall by the milk churn stand and got badly 
stung. 
At the back of the farmhouse there was a pond with ducks and certainly free 
range hens with a hen house for laying eggs and night time safety. There was 
possibly a pig also. There was an orchard beside the house with ancient apple 
trees.  That was where the lambs were that I had heard when we first arrived 
at the farm but I do not remember there being a lot of sheep.  There certainly 
was a sheep dog – I bear the scar to this day where it nipped me after being 
pestered by a small boy!   I remember going to Exeter St. David’s station with 
‘uncle Dick’ to collect parcels from the train in the days of goods vans and 4-
wheeled trolleys to take whatever you had collected out to your vehicle.  I also 
feel sure I went to a market on the south side of Exeter. 
I also remember a neighbouring family quite well.  They lived beside the top 
left hand corner of the field opposite Place Farm.  The house was surrounded 
by mature trees and was accessible from the top road.  I supposed my parents 
visited the owners while we boys played with any children.  I do recall a 
daughter and a converted summer house or shed as somewhere we could get 
away from the adults and enjoy ourselves.  This house appears to have been 
Orchard Cottage. 
At the age of 6½ years I was sent to boarding school at Killerton House, 
Broadclyst, ancestral home of the Acland family.  I was taken to a railway 
station and placed on a school bus for the 7 miles journey.  Now a National 
Trust property it states in the guidebook “For Killerton House the war was just 
as much of an upheaval.  The family moved out to the dower house to 
accommodate two schools, Battle Abbey (girls) and Vinehall (boys) which were 
evacuated from Hastings.”  Starting the 1942 autumn term I was there until the 
war ended in 1945.  I well remember the VE celebrations with a massive 
bonfire, I imagine for the local community as well as the school, with exploding 
effigies of Hitler and Mussolini.  I remember Killerton as the perfect place to be 
sent to school.                                                               
 



 
 

In the spring of 1943 we moved to Topsham to rented property and I continued at 
Killerton House until the war ended on 8 May 1945.  The evacuated schools returned 
to Sussex in time for the Autumn term.  I hope I have been able to shed a little light on 
life as a pre-school youngster, living at Place Farm in the war years of 1941-1943.  
Looking back I have nothing but happy memories of being able to have the run of truly 
idyllic surroundings in an age before farm equipment became dangerous to small 
children. 
Richard also mentioned that there were occasional visits from ‘uncle Dick’s’ brother 
Jack, who lived on the south side of Exeter, possibly Alphington.  In his letter he 
wrote… “I was really interested in your reference to Richard Northcott selling the farm 
in 1944 and the reason why.  After we left in 1943 I imagine my father kept in touch 
and I seem to remember being told that Richard Northcott got married, sold the farm 
and moved away from Shillingford.  I suppose I assumed that his mother had died and 
he was now free to marry and move on to a new life.   
Research on ‘uncle Dick’ Northcott reveals that Richard’s assumptions were only 
partly accurate.  Dick’s full name was Richard Hellier Northcott; he had been born in 
1909 on Parsonage Farm, at Marsh Baldon, Oxfordshire, the son of Mark and Sophia 
Ann Northcott.  Both of his parents were from rural parishes in Devon and had married 
in St Thomas parish church in 1907.  His mother Sophia had been a widow when she 
married, and had had two children already – a daughter and a son.   Dick Northcott’s 
brother Jack was actually his older half-brother William John Rowe, who had served 
in the Naval Reserve in the First World War and had married a woman from 
Alphington.   
Dick had a younger sister as well, born in 1911.  Their father Mark Northcott had died 
when he was 15 and Dick and his widowed mother had purchased Place Farm in 
1935, and in 1940 they had bought the tractor remembered by Richard Stewart. In 
1942 when the Stewarts moved to Place Farm, Dick Northcott was in his early 30s.  
He didn’t marry until 1951, when he was 41 years old - about seven years after selling 
Place Farm.   He and his wife Joan Mortimer, who had grown up on Higher Brenton 
Farm, were married in St Andrew’s parish church in Kenn and had two sons of their 
own.  Dick’s mother Sophia Northcott didn’t actually die until 1962, when she was aged 
91 years old.  She had been living at Byways in Alphington, but died on her married 
daughter’s farm at Norlands, Cullompton.   
 
Jan Wood, Chairman, Shillingford Local History Society 
 
 
 
 
 



DUNCHIDEOCK  WELLNESS  RETREAT 
 

After a difficult year do you crave some Rest, Relaxation, 
Recuperation?  If so this could be just what you need.  On 
Sunday 22 and Monday 23 May, this month, you are invited 
to join us on a 2-Day Wellness Retreat being held in 
Dunchideock in the beautiful rural setting of the newly 
refurbished Lord Haldon Country Hotel.  No experience 
needed. 

 
The 2 nourishing and nurturing days include mindfulness meditations and walks, 
yoga if you wish, plus an optional massage treatment at an additional cost.  It will be 
a time for you to leave your busy ‘doing’ days; a time you deserve to give yourself; a 
time to get in touch with your inner resources, as well as connecting with others and 
nature, in this comfortable, charming setting.  You will enjoy an overnight stay, lunch 
and a 2-course dinner on Sunday.  Breakfast and lunch on Monday.  Coffee and Tea 
breaks on both days.  Additional cost purchasing drinks at the bar.  Delicious healthy 
meals created by in-house chef. 
 
A maximum of 8 participants take part (2 spaces remaining).  For Readers of this 
Magazine save £50 per person:  £230 per person & £400 per couple.  (Full Price:  
£280 per person: £500 per couple). 
Experienced local Mindfulness Teacher/Facilitator, Shirley Phillips and Yoga 
Teacher, Jan Williamson look forward to welcoming you. 
To book & information, email: shirley@exetermindfulness.com 
 

 
Future Dates for your Diary 

 
Dunchideock History Special Autumn Event 

For Adults and Children 
 

Different Aspects of Dunchideock’s History 
In Three Key Venues in Dunchideock 

 
Saturday 10th September : Dunchideock Church 

Saturday Afternoon 1st October : Dunchideock Village Hall 
and a 3-Day Event… 

Friday to Sunday, 14th to 16th October : 
The Lord Haldon Country Hotel 

 
Speakers * Displays * Films * Books * Maps and more… 

 
Watch out for information and details nearer the time. 

Contact: Shirley: curatordunchideockhistory@outlook.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FITNESS AND WELLBEING 
 
MOMENTS OF AWARENESS:   
 
Do you find that the nature of life is that it’s continually changing your expectations as 
they’re being challenged or unmet?  Would you like to practice how to be in touch with 
your own awareness, underneath success and failure, underneath liking and disliking 
etc, resting in being in the moment, and in your own intrinsic wellbeing that is available 
to all of us.  Improve your health through cultivating your own Mindfulness practice - an 
evidence based secular approach.  If you wish to: find out more; learn Mindfulness 
practice; refresh your practice; or join a weekly Mindfulness Meditation group, contact:  
shirley@exetermindfulness.com 
 

 
The Garden Room 

◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆ 
 

A warm welcome awaits you in The Garden Room 

 
For Coffee, Cake and Good company! 

 
◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆ 

 
On Tuesday 3rd, 17th and 31st May 2022 

 
In the comfort of The Lord Haldon Country Hotel Dunchideock 

 
From: 10:30 am until 12:00 midday 

◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆ 
Everyone Welcome! 

 
Lifts available if required please contact: 
Anne Taylor: 01392 833282 OR Shirley Phillips: 07503183224 
Email: annehtaylor2@hotmail.com Email: Shirley_J_Phillips@hotmail.com 
             
Tea/Coffee: £1:50                  
 



 



 



 



VILLAGES DIARY – MAY 2022

Date Time Event Place
Tue 3rd 10.30am – 1200 The Garden Room Coffee Morning Lord Haldon Hotel

Thu 5th 7.30pm Commissioning of Ruth Frampton
as Rural Dean Christow Church

Fri 6th 7:00pm Whist Shillingford Village Hall

Sat 7th 9.30-10.30am Pilates/Yoga with Sally White Shillingford Village Hall

Sun 8th 4.30am Dawn Chorus Event Shillingford Wood

Mon 9th 6.30 – 7.30 pm Pilates/Yoga with Sally White Dunchideock Village Hall

Tue 10th 7.30 pm Annual Parish Council Meeting Shillingford Village Hall

Wed 11th 10.30am – 12.00 Open Door Cafe Shillingford Village Hall

Thu 12th 7.00 pm Medition with Shirley Phillips On Zoom

Fri 13th 7.00 pm Whist Shillingford Village Hall

Sat 14th 9.30-10.30am Pilates/Yoga with Sally White Shillingford Village Hall

Sat 14th 3.00 – 5.00pm Tea Afternoon Dunchideock Village Hall

Mon 16th 6.30 – 7.30 pm Pilates/Yoga with Sally White Dunchideock Village Hall

Tue 17th 10.30am – 1200 The Garden Room Coffee Morning Lord Haldon Hotel

Tue 17th 5.00 – 6.00 pm Villages Prayer Webberton Meadows

Tue 17th 7.30pm SLHS AGM and Tod Grey Shillingford Village Hall

Fri 20th 7.30pm Film Night  “Doubt” Shillingford Village Hall

Sat 21st 9.30-10.30am Pilates/Yoga with Sally White Shillingford Village Hall

Mon 23rd 6.30 – 7.30 pm Pilates/Yoga with Sally White Dunchideock Village Hall

Tue 24th 7.15pm SVH Management AGM Shillingford Village Hall

Tue 24th 7.15pm Dunchideock Village Hall AGM Dunchideock Village Hall

Wed 25th 10.30am – 12.30 Open Door Cafe for Ukraine Shillingford Village Hall

Fri 27th 6.30 pm Defribulator Training Shillingford Village Hall

Sat 28th 11.00 – 12.30 The Exchange Shillingford Village Hall

Sat 28th 9.30-10.30am Pilates/Yoga with Sally White Shillingford Village Hall

Sat 28th 1.00pm – 5.00pm Haldon Grange Open Gardens Haldon Grange

Sun 29th 1.00pm – 5.00pm Haldon Grange Open Gardens Haldon Grange

Mon 30th 6.30 – 7.30 pm Pilates/Yoga with Sally White Dunchideock Village Hall

Tue 31st 10.30am – 1200 The Garden Room Coffee Morning Lord Haldon Hotel

Tue 31st 7.30 pm Shillingford Woods AGM Shillingford Village Hall

June
Fri 3rd 2.30 pm Barbeque,Dinner and Dance Lord Halden Hotel

Fri 3rd 7.00 pm Whist Shillingford Village Hall

Sat 4th 2.30 pm Jubilee Cream Tea Shillingford Village Hall

Wed 8th 10.30am – 12.00 Open Door Cafe Shillingford Village Hall

Fri 10th 1.00pm– 5.00pm Jenny Tucketts Open Garden Marshalls Farm

Sun 12th 1.00pm– 5.00pm Jenny Tucketts Open Garden Marshalls Farm

Wed 22nd 10.30am – 12.00 Open Door Cafe Shillingford Village Hall

Haldon Grange Open Gardens on:-
Various 1.00pm- 5.00pm

All Sat and Sun in May and Mon 2nd, Wed 11th, Wed 25th, 
Saturdays and Sundays in June - 4th,5th,11th and 12th
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