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This guide book has been produced by volunteers whose ambition 
is to encourage people to enjoy the heritage and open spaces which 
Northwich and surrounding areas have to offer.

Volunteers have, to the best of their knowledge, provided accurate 
information. The guide book is not intended to be an authoritative 
text book. For those who would like to delve more fully into any of 
the topics touched on in this guide there are some suggested links 
on a later page.

General information about the trail.

The trail uses existing paths, most of which are suitable for pushchairs 
and wheelchairs. Regrettably, the route is not fully accessible. For 
example the section between Carden Ferry Bridge and Marbury 
Lane will be difficult for pushchairs and wheelchairs and the bridge 
over the Trent and Mersey Canal has flights of steps at both sides.

The majority of the route follows well-maintained paths but some 
sections are likely to be muddy during or after wet weather. The 
paths do not cross farmers’ fields and there are no stiles to cross. 
There are a couple of gentle slopes but no hills to climb.

At the time of publication, parking at Witton Mill car park is free to 
use but parking charges are in place at the main Marbury Park car 
park. There are a range of parking options within Northwich town.

Below are some approximate distances. Times will vary depending 
on both walking speed and how long people stop to read and view 
various aspects of the heritage trail.

The whole heritage trail is a little under 8 miles long.

The “in town” route from St Helen’s to Carey Park entrance and back 
to St Helen’s is approximately 1.7 miles.

The section from Carey Park entrance to the main Marbury Hall 
information board is approximately 3.5 miles.

And from Marbury Hall Information board back to Carey Park exit 
approximately 2.7 miles.
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St Helen’s Church - oldest and most beautiful building in Northwich.
Northwich Parish Church is dedicated to Saint Helen. She was born in 248 AD 

and died in 330 aged 82. Though from a humble background, Helen married a high-
ranking officer in the Roman Army called Constantius who went on to become 
Emperor. They had a son named Constantine who also became a high-ranking officer. 

In 305 both father 
and son crossed the 
Channel to Britain 
and made their way 
to Eboracum (York), 
capital of the province 
of Britannia Secunda 
and home to a large 
military base. Perhaps 
they travelled north via 
Deva (Chester) along 
Watling Street, the 
most important road 
in Northern England, 

crossing the rivers Dane and Weaver at Condate (Northwich). Constantine was able 
to spend a year in northern Britain at his father's side, campaigning against the Picts 
beyond Hadrian's Wall in the summer and autumn. However, Constantius became ill 
and died in York in 306. 

Constantine became the new 
Emperor and for the next 24 years 
Helen was the Dowager Empress 
of Rome. She was a Christian, and 
Constantine proclaimed Christianity 
the official religion of the Roman 
empire, ensuring its certain growth. 
As the most powerful woman 
in the empire Helen decided to 
find the lost relics of Christianity. 
Constantine gave her access to 
limitless funds and she went to the 
Holy Land, identifying the sites of 
the Nativity, the Crucifixion and the 
Holy Sepulchre. She built churches 
at each site and is also credited with 
finding the cross on which Jesus was 
crucified. 

St Helen really was an amazing 
woman and was instrumental in 
establishing the Christian faith in 
Europe, the Near East and North 
Africa.

St Helen’s Church is at least 700 
years old, and the site was probably 
used for religious purposes long 
before. At the eastern end of the south 
aisle is the Chapel of the Holy Cross. 
Wonderful stained glass windows 
picture Saint Helen and other famous 
Saints associated with the Holy Cross. 

The Church is normally open for 
visitors every Saturday morning from 
10.00 am, for worship each Sunday 
at 9.15 am and at other times as 
advertised. 

You are welcome to come and visit the oldest and most beautiful building in 
Northwich.

Ken Moth
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THE HERITAGE TRAIL

Start at St Helen’s Church and take 
the path past the east window (opposite 
end to the tower) towards the lych gate. 
Turn left and take the footpath keeping 
the main dual carriage way on your 
right.

Pass Witton Church Walk Church 
of England School and next the 
children’s Paddling Pool. This pool was 
extensively renovated including re-
surfacing in 2016. 

Northwich Memorial Court is on 
your left.  Opened in 2015, it provides a 
sports area with two swimming pools, 
a gym and a dance studio as well as a 
500-seat auditorium for events and 
entertainment.

Safely cross the road at the pedestrian 
lights (or use the underpass) and turn 
left passing the Bus Station and head 
towards the Nat West bank.

Turn right into the pedestrianised 
area. A few metres on your left is a bar, 
The Salty Dog.  Look up to see highly 
ornate windows. There are carved 
monsters, a night watchman, town 
crier and a couple holding mugs and 
plates, sometimes described as the 
mayor and his wife. In 1908-1933, this 
building was the first Northwich Penny 

22 miles of walking paths. The park is 
named after Ron Carey who served the 
town and borough as a councillor for 35 
years and died, aged 94, in 2015.  

Follow the path keeping to the left 
at the information boards. Continue 
along this path, the River Weaver to 

your left, until you reach the first small 
path on left – take this path. (this is just 
before the main path begins to bear 
right).

In about 150 metres you reach a 
black and white metal bridge known as 
Carden’s Ferry Bridge.

Bazaar and was later the first Marks 
and Spencer shop in Northwich. 

Continue up Witton Street and at 
the ‘cross roads’ junction near Boots, 
turn left and walk through into Barons 
Quay.

Barons Quay is Northwich’s latest 
retail and leisure development in the 
heart of the town, completed in 2017. 
It was only possible to create this 
development as a result of the extensive 
“Northwich Salt Mines Stabilisation” 
project. It was the largest project of its 

kind in the world, with 780,500 cubic 
metres of void filled at depths of 90m 
below ground, the project won numerous 
awards.

Climb the steps on the right of Asda 
and walk towards Cumberland Street 
car park. Cross the road and enter 
Carey Park via its Ladybird Gates. 1, see 
map page 12.

Carey Park, previously the Witton 
landfill site, was opened in 2003 after a 
7-year reclamation project. It provides 
a link between the town and the rest of 
the Northwich Woodlands, including 

The Salty Dog Pub

Witton Street 'Cross Roads'

Barons Quay and steps past ASDA

Carey Park entrance gate

2. CARDEN’S FERRY BRIDGE  

Robert Carden (1857-1923) was 
the son of a ‘salt boiler’ and, as a boy, 
lived in Anderton. In later life, he was 
a ferryman with a barge and horses 
taking workers to the salt works. A 1940s 
photograph shows a bridge-like structure 
at this site, carrying industrial waste to 
what is now Carey Park. In 2003, its 
concrete foundations were used to form 
the base of Carden’s Ferry Footbridge, 
the link be-tween Northwich town centre 
and the Northwich Woodlands. 

*This next section needs care! On 
leaving the bridge turn right and after 
just a few metres take the left path up 
a flight of steps. At the top turn sharp 
left and, just before a wooden platform 
bridging large pipes, turn right onto a 
narrow path. 

Follow this path which soon opens 
out into a large field area which is 
part of Northwich Uplands. As you 
follow the path up the field you now 
join another main path – turn right. 
Follow this main path which begins to 
bear left and downhill. It then crosses a 
small river by a bridge known locally as 
“Lesley’s Leap”. 

Carden Ferry Bridge
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Keep going for about half a mile as 
the path eventually leads to a tarmac 
road which is Marbury Lane.

At this point it is possible to take a 
short cut. By turning right and keeping to 
the Tarmac road you will reach Witton 
Mill car park in  about half a mile.

To continue the main walk, turn left 
on this tarmac road and cross the canal. 

Keep walking up the road; you will 
pass large metal gates on your right 

which are at the end of a junction of 
paths – keep going up the road. At the 
third set of large metal gates on your 
right, leave the tarmac road through 
these gates and follow the path until 
you reach the big field with the  Lime 
Tree  avenues. Turn left onto what is 
now a tarmac covered wide path and 
walk towards the green cabins (one of 

over the Mere to the tower of Great 
Budworth Church.

4. SLIPWAY AND GREAT  
BUDWORTH CHURCH

St Mary and All Saints Church is 
a Grade 1 listed building in the village 
of Great Budworth. It is thought that 
members of the Smith-Barry family 
took boats from this slipway to attend 
church services. There has been a church 
building in Great Budworth since 1130. 
The current building, made of local red 
sandstone with its decorated Gothic 
tower, dates from the early sixteenth 
century and has an original octagonal 
font with a carved base. Some restoration 
was carried out in the 1900 by Rowland 
Warburton of nearby Arley Hall.  

Twenty three members of the Smith-
Barry family are buried in a vault in the 
Lady Chapel. 

which is toilets). As you reach these 
cabins, the main tarmac path bears 
right but just keep straight ahead for 
about 50 metres passing a play area to 
your right and you reach an open green 
space with a large display board. This is 
the Marbury Hall information board. 

3. MARBURY HALL

The History of Marbury Hall 
interpretation board gives information 
and images of the evolution of the Hall. 
It spans from the early C13 to its major 
re-development in mid C19; it includes 
its use as a Country Club in 1930s, a 
camp for soldiers in World War 11 and 
accommodation for ICI workers until 
1960s. It was demolished in 1968. 

The front of the house faced Budworth 
Mere. The residents entered through 
wrought iron gates onto the Carriage 
Drive where you are now standing. The 
large area to the left of the Hall consisted 
of numerous stables, kennels and 
accommodation for servants, arranged 
around a grand courtyard with its own 
clock tower. The entrance to the Hall 
for servants and workmen was the road 
and path which is now the entrance to 
Marbury Nursery.

When you are ready to move, walk 
in a direct line behind the information 
board towards the Mere. You take a 
flight of wide steps and on reaching 
the Mere, follow the narrow path to the 
right, always keeping the Mere closely 
on your left. This path can be a bit 
uneven and often has damp patches but 
persevere. You soon arrive at a slip way 
at the edge of the Mere. Pause and look 

There are close relationships between 
Great Budworth church and St Helen’s 
Northwich in their status, dates 
of construction and architectural 
treatment. Great Budworth is grander 
and was the mother church with St 
Helen’s originally built as a Chapel of 
Ease. It was not until 1900 that St Helen’s 
became a parish church in its own right.

The tower you see in the distance is 
very similar to that of St Helen’s. They 
were built by the same Master Mason 
Thomas Hunter.

On leaving the slip way, walk up the 
small slope to join a main path and 
turn left. 

This path meanders through Big 
Wood which is an area of semi natural 
ancient woodland. Unlike other areas 
of the park, trees that fall in this wood 
are simply left to nature. On your right 
is The Ice Pond dipping stage, keep 
going through the trees keeping to the 
main path, avoid a right hand fork, and 
you eventually reach the canal and a 
large black and white metal bridge. 
Cross this bridge over the Trent and 
Mersey Canal.

Lesley’s Leap foot bridge

Budworth Mere looking to Great Budworth Church

Third set of metal gates

Path to big wood 
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5. TRENT AND MERSEY CANAL

The Trent and Mersey Canal, which 
opened in 1777, is 93 miles long and has 
76 locks. It starts at the River Trent in 
Derwent Mouth in Derbyshire and ends 
at Preston Brook in Cheshire where it 
flows into the River Mersey by way of the 
Bridgewater Canal. It was engineered 
and built by James Brindley as the first 
long distance canal in the country. 
Josiah Wedgwood was one of its keenest 
promoters. Fragile porcelain and china 
could be safely transported by boats on 
the canal, avoiding bumpy, unmade 
roads. Coal, salt, beer and pottery were 
regularly transported.

On leaving the bridge, turn left and 
follow the path which soon passes 
large ponds on left and right. These are 
favourite places for lots of different wild 
life. As you leave these ponds the path 
soon splits left and right. Turn right 
and very soon you return to the tarmac 
road which is Marbury Lane – turn left 
and walk down the tarmac road.  

This path goes around the perimeter 
of Neumann’s Flash which is always 
on your right. You pass a metal gate 
where a path goes left, keep directly 
ahead and, as you walk along a straight 
section, you will spot a small footbridge 
to your left. (This footbridge is a link 
to the Lion Salt Works Museum on 
Ollershaw Lane).

Once again, you have the option of 
continuing down this lane to Witton 
Mill car park.

To continue on St Helen’s Heritage 
Trail, walk down Marbury Lane passing 
over Butterfinch Bridge. Take some 
time to explore the railings and the 
various decorations. After the bridge 
walk up the slight slope until a sharp 
right-hand bend; at this point there is 
a path on the left. Take this path and, 
bearing to the right after only about 
100 metres you arrive at a well-made 
path fenced on both sides. Turn left.

Continue on the straight path until 
you reach a point about 50 metres from 
a main road. There are now two paths 
on your right. Take the first wide path 
past a metal gate.

This path is known as the central 
bund path between Neumann’s Flash 
on your right and Ashton’s  Flash on 
your left. You pass two bird hides both 
on your right; if you have time stop and 
look over the water, see page 18.

At the end of this path on your left is 
a display board, See page 14.

The map overleaf covers the out of 
town sections of the heritage trail.

Bridge over the Trent and Mersey canal

Joining Marbury Lane 

Plaque on Butterfinch bridge  

Butterfinch bridge

Link to Lions Salt Works

Display Board - Subsidence
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Walk left on the tarmac road towards 
a large bridge spanning a small river.

Immediately after crossing the 
river bridge take a path on your right. 
This path goes up a gentle rise with 
Northwich Recycling Centre (tip) on 
your left. After passing the tip, turn 
right and you will see the path splits 
left and right. Bear left and within a 
few minutes, you are back to the Carey 
Park starting point, the footbridge at 
the “ASDA” corner of Leicester Street.

Exit Carey Park and cross the road, 
bearing right towards ASDA. Pass the 
ASDA car park ramp on your right. 
Take the path at the left-hand side 
of this ramp and walk back through 
Baron’s Quay to the ‘cross roads’ near 
Boots in the pedestrianised area of 
Witton Street.

Turn left.

As you walk up Witton Street, note 
some of the old building. Almost 
immediately on your left is a recently 
restored building which used to be a 
Burtons store. Funded by the Northwich 
Townscape Heritage Project, the front 
elevation has been refurbished. ‘CJH’ 
represents Charles James Hughes 
whose firm of auctioneers and valuers 
occupied the building in 1893 and 

remained on the first floor for 30 years. 
In 1906, the ground floor was used by 
Jacksons as a house furniture shop. 

A little further on your right is 
another example at 52-54. Opened in 
1913, it was originally the HQ of the 
Conservative Party and then acted as 
RAOB Silver Jubilee Club. A Grade II 
listed building, it has an ornate balcony 
and bay windows on the first floor. 

Also a Grade II listed building, 
Northwich Public Library is on the 
left. Opened in 1909, it was donated by 
Sir John Brunner and designed by A E 
Powles and built by Woods of nearby 
Hartford. It originally also housed 
The Salt Museum. Sir John Brunner 
(together with Mond) established the 
chemical industry in Northwich in the 
1870s. He was also an MP for 25 years 
and a major philanthropist.

6. DISPLAY BOARD – 
SUBSIDENCE

This is one of two boards on the 
causes and effects of Subsidence in the 
Northwich area. The other one is in 
Marshall’s Wood in Anderton Nature 
Park.  This board gives a time line of the 
development of the salt and chemical 
industries.  These were the major sources 
of the development and prosperity of 
Northwich but also brought problems.  
Large scale extraction of brine led to 
widespread and sometimes catastrophic 
subsidence throughout the nineteenth 
century. The worst was in 1880. The last 
salt mine collapsed in 1928. Similarly, 
the chemical industry faced a major 
problem with the disposal of vast 
amounts of waste from the production 
of soda ash. Much of this waste was 
dumped into the Flashes. 

Immediately after the display board, 
take the left hand path via a wooden 
gate. After walking a few metres 
forward you will see a fenced ramp on 
your left which leads to a small viewing 
area. 

Here you can look over Ashton’s 
Flash. Just over the fence at the end of 
the viewing area you will see a piece of 
old industrial machinery with a small 
white information board at the left-
hand corner.

Return down the ramp and turn left; 
almost immediately to your right are 
steps leading to Marbury Lane, Witton 
Mill car park is opposite. Go down 
these steps to the tarmac road.

Ramp to viewing area

Redundant Industrial Machinery

Information board

Bridge

Burtons

Old RAOB Silver Jubilee Club
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The Methodist Outreach Centre is 
on the left, a building used for a range 
of community activities.

Continue up this street, passing ‘The 
Green Dragon’ on the way. Towards 
the top, bear right towards the dual 
carriage way of Chester Way.

Safely cross this main road using the 
pedestrian lights. Turn right and walk 
down Chester Way until you reach 
Church Road. Turn left and retrace 
your steps to St Helen’s Church. 

In Brunner Court to the right of 
the library is an installation, made of 
railway sleepers. The printing tells the 
story of the brine pumping and rock 
salt mining between 1700 and 1928. 
This includes the Great Subsidence of 
1880 ‘followed by a series of devastating 
collapses’. 

Tudor style, black and white 
timbered buildings were the Victorians’ 
response to the subsidence caused by 
extensive brine pumping. They rested 
on timber frames with jacking points. 
If subsidence occurred, the structure 
could be jacked to a new level or moved 
to a more stable position on rollers. 
Some buildings on Witton Street were 
raised  almost 10 feet during the  C19 
and many ground floors were rebuilt 
during 'The Big Lift' of 1920-4.   

Continue  walking  up  Witton 
Street and on your right you see a tall 
impressive black and white building 
which used to be the Head Post Office 
and Sorting Office for the area and is 
now The Penny Black, a Wetherspoons 
Pub. 

Cross Venables Road to find The 

Plaza, a Grade II listed building, is on 
your left. It has a neo-classical style 
with vibrantly painted walls. It opened 
as a cinema in 1928 and was built by 
the local firm of William and Seager 
Owen. Note the two naked cherubs 
supporting a film camera. It was very 
plush inside with an art deco balustrade 
leading to balcony seats. The cinema 
closed in 1960s and became a bingo 
hall, finally closing its doors in 2011. It 
is now a venue for occasional live music 
concerts.

St Wilfred’s RC Church (In the 
Parish of St John Vianney) is on the 
right. It is a Grade II listed building, 
designed by Liverpool born architect, 
Edward Kirby in 1864-6 and enlarged 
in 1901-2. 

The Penny Black

The Plaza

St Wilfred’s RC Church

Methodist Outreach

Additional photographs



18 19

The St Helen’s Heritage  Trail The St Helen’s Heritage  Trail

Industrial heritage – a positive impact
As you walk through the post-industrial landscape in between the Flashes, you 

can’t fail to notice the difference in the flora, a patchwork of small glades which have 
little ground vegetation and bare pale areas surrounded by silver birch and willow 
trees.

The central bund used to be the Old Warrington road and a main route to and from 
Northwich. Catastrophic subsidence in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s caused the road 
to be disused.  The large craters and the old road were filled with the waste from the 
local chemical works, and the waste happens to be rich in lime.  As the tipping ended, 
the colonisation by Mother Nature started. After 70 years we have a diverse patchwork 
of lime loving plants including a variety of orchids and others species which you 
would normally associate with either the coast or Limestone areas similar to the Peak 
District. 

The lime loving plants in their turn 
support a diverse and unusual mix of 
invertebrates including rare moths and 
butterflies. The Dingy Skipper butterfly 
and the Six-Belted Clearwing (moth) both 
rely on Bird’s-foot Trefoil as a foodplant.  
The Clearwing larva eats the roots and the 
butterfly larva eats the leaves. Both species 
are rare but have found the perfect home 
living in an area which was described as a 

waste tip. Another rare species the Orange 
Underwing, a day flying moth, flies in the 
upper canopy of mature birch.

This bund, created from industrial 
waste, is now a home for rare species. The 
old heritage creating a new heritage, one 
for generations to follow.

Dave James 

Caring for our heritage, caring for our environment
Help keep our town and country 

parks clean and tidy.  Please take your 
litter home or use official litter bins

 Dogs are welcome on all parts of the 
St Helens Heritage Trail but, if you take 
your dog, please be responsible and 
keep your dog under control.

 It is an offence not to remove any 
faeces deposited by your dog.  This is a 
requirement on any public land or any 
land to which the public have access 
except on land owned by Forestry 
England. The removal should be done 
without delay and the faeces can then 
be placed in any official bin – it does not 
have to be a designated dog waste bin.  
Leaving bags of dog faeces anywhere 
but in a bin, counts as littering.

 Littering or failing to remove dog 
faeces can result in  a Fixed Penalty 
Notice being issued or, in the case of 
prosecution, a fine of up to £1000.

Bird’s-foot Trefoil

Six-Belted Clearwing 

Dingy Skipper
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Salt - a lasting ingredient in the history
and heritage of Northwich.

The story starts about 220 million years ago when rock salt was laid down during 
the Triassic period. Sun dried seawater created rock salt beds which overlaid each 
other through tectonic plate movements.

During Roman times at the current location of Northwich, then named Condate, 
salt was being extracted from open brine ‘wells’. Salt pans and first-century brine kilns 
have both been found around the Roman fort.

Salt beds beneath Northwich were re-discovered in 1670 by employees of the local 
Smith-Barry family. The family was actually looking for coal when rock salt was 
accidentally discovered in the grounds at Marbury Hall.

The Lion Salt Works at Marston were the last open pan salt works in England and 
only closed in 1986. More information about the history of salt is available in the same 
buildings which have now been converted into The Lion Salt Works museum.

There is also a Saltscape Trail and leaflets are available from the museum and 
fromthe Weaver Hall Museum and Workhouse, London Road, Northwich, CW9 8AB.

Extraction of brine caused various catastrophic ground collapses, some of which 
are detailed on the information board at the end of the central bund part of the walk.

ST HELEN’S – more than 700 years of active service.
St Helen’s Church dates from the 1300s and every generation since then has had 

something to add. Salt extraction, then heavy chemicals paid for the church to be 
built, re-built and increased in size but at a cost: pollution has blackened the sandstone 
exterior, especially the tower.

Inside the sandstone glows and the sheer size of the building takes the breath away. 
Height and space speak to me of God Almighty, the Creator, the Holy One we worship 
and adore. The richly coloured scenes of Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection, depicted 
so beautifully in the large glass windows at the front of the church, remind me that 
God’s love for us is expressed supremely in Jesus Christ His Son.

The central position of the nave altar highlights for me the importance of being able 
to gather at the Lord’s Table for Holy Communion every Sunday morning.

The Holy Cross Chapel is set aside for quiet reflection. I begin every day saying my 
prayers in the Chapel and this is where other smaller mid-week services take place.

Please find time to visit St Helen’s at a time when it is open and you are walking 
St Helen’s Heritage Trail. The church is open for worship on a Sunday morning and 
to visitors on a Saturday morning. St Helen’s is a ‘Place of Welcome’ on a Thursday 
morning, too. A newly installed Servery and refurbished toilets are an important part 
of our church’s Ministry of Welcome: Serving Christ, Serving the Community.

Rev. Andrew Ridley, Vicar

Witton Church Walk C of E Primary School hold collective worship in Church every week
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Appreciation.
We are grateful for the support of many local individuals and organisations who 

have so enthusiastically contributed to the development of the trail and guide book.

As always, there is some element of risk in listing those who have contributed  as it 
is too easy to miss someone from the listing.

If you have been missed, then we sincerely apologise.

We are grateful for the funding provided by Inovyn and by Cheshire West and 
Chester Councillors. Those giving financial support were: Councillors  K Cernik, R 
Cernik, A G Cooper, S Naylor, P Parkes and H Treeby.

Without this funding we would not have been able to produce this guide book.

The following have contributed in many ways including, for example, articles, 
checking, advice and  photographs

Tom Bebbington

Frances Findlay

Dave James

Chris Moseley

Lesley and Brian Moss

Ken Moth

Alan Redley

Andrew Ridley

Ray Smith

The Friends of Anderton and Marbury

Rob Swift, Shelley Signs

The following internet links may be helpful.

St Helen’s Church,
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6775/

The Friends of Anderton and Marbury,  
https://foam.merseyforest.org.uk/

Lion Salt Works,
https://lionsaltworks.westcheshiremuseums.co.uk/

The Weaver Hall Museum and Workhouse, 
https://weaverhall.westcheshiremuseums.co.uk/

Northwich Town Council,
https://www.northwichtowncouncil.gov.uk/

Northwich Library,
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/libraries/find-a-library/

northwich-library.aspx

One Northwich
https://northwich.org.uk/

For a copy of the guide book on line go to:
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6775/page/76674/view/

Adele - Print Consultant - adele.maddock@gmail.com

Artwork by Harris Designs: miketp55@hotmail.co.uk

Part of St Helen’s 16th century ceiling
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Connecting people & places

Respect
Protect
Enjoy


