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1. Parish Organization 

Background 

The Churches of St Luke’s and Christ the Kin within the Parish of Stocking 

Farm and Beaumont Leys have the responsibility with the incumbent in 

promoting, the whole mission of the church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and 

ecumenical. This report covers the activities of the churches from Jan 2021 to 

Dec 2021. 

Charity Status 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is a Registered Charity (number 1188113) 

Membership 

Members of the PCC’s are either ex-officio or elected by the Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting (APCM) in accordance with the Church Representative Rules. 

 

PCC Membership 

PCC Members who served from 1 January 2021 until the date this report was 

approved were: 

Vicar:                                  Revd Rob Hinsley (from 30th September 2021) 

Pastoral Assistant:          Liz Smith 

Wardens – St Luke’s         Mary Whitehead, Vacancy 

Wardens – Christ the King Dennis Hemsley,  

                                           Gloria Wright [PCC Secretary] 

Deanery Synod  Representatives Dennis Hemsley, 

                                Trevor Hesselwood [PCC Treasurer], Brenda Shepherd 

Ordinary PCC members:  Vic Herbert (to May 2021), Sue Hesselwood,  

Pat Harrison (from June 2021), Lee Rudbach( to May 2021),  

Paul Smith (until 7 March 2022), Brian Whitehead, Katie Wray  

Until 30th September 2021 Rev’d Keith Shepherd attended as a nonvoting 

member. 

  

Hall bookings at Christ the King are organized by by Ngozi Okoronkwo. 

Hall bookings at St Luke’s are organized by John Harrald. 

 (These have been inactive since March 2020) 

 

The Food Bank and related activities are organized and run by Katie Wray. 
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2. Church Attendance, Weddings and Funerals 

There are 88 parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll, of whom 24 are not 

resident in the parish. This is unchanged since 2019. 

 2019 2020 2021 

Average attendance 73 31 50 

Christmas 183 18 65 

Easter 93 0 42 

Worshiping community 90 48 61 

Children 12 3 9 

New members 7 6 8 

Baptisms 10 0 2 

Marriages 1 0 1 

Funerals 5 1 6 

 

3. PCC Report 

The PCC met (on Zoom) on 12th and 26th January and on 9th February. We 

reviewed the Parish profile and agreed the cost advertising of the vicars post. 

Building repairs to the roof and soffits at St Luke’s were agreed. 

Purchase of Stationary for need children at the schools was agreed and care 

home were given CDs of the cuppa Concerts from City of Birmingham 

Symphony Orchestra (funded by donations from members of the PCC) 

On the 9th February we met on Zoom with the Area Dean to formally approve the 

parish profile, the advertisement and to appoint Dennis Hemsley and Mary 

Whitehead as our representatives on the interview panel for the new vicar. 

On 9th March we decided the pattern of Holy Week and Easter services and 

approved repair work at both churches.  

On 13th April we approved paving at Christ the King and reviewed service 

arrangements as lockdown eased. We planned to hold the delayed farewell 

service for Rev Steve Delaforce on 27th June. 

On 29th June we reviewed our Parish gift offer to the Diocese for 2022 and 

review activities with schools, care homes and the Food bank. 

On 12th October we welcomed the Revd Rob Hinsley, our new vicar. We revied 

the plans for Christmas services including those with schools. We set the 2022 

parish gift at £36,000. We approved work on the St Luke’s hall to deal with the 

constant leaking form the window over the entrance doors. We review hall hiring 

and the food bank and discussed the role of healing prayer. 

Trevor Hesselwood (Lay Chair) 
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4. Deanery Synod Report 

In another year of Covid restrictions, two meetings were held via Zoom and one 

in July was held both in person and online. 

23rd  March  

A Shaped by God Together (SBGT) update was given by Stuart Burns and Jon 

Barrett. The basics of the proposed new diocesan framework were described as 

well as an explanation given as to why the process is taking place. A video of the 

process and timeframe was also shown and discussed. Fr Paskal Clement gave an 

update on life within his own parish, the Parish of the Resurrection, and Fr 

Andrew Quigley gave an update on the Leicester diocesan efforts to become an 

Eco Diocese and briefly detailed the national situation in this respect. 

7th July  

A presentation was given on the subject of ‘Everyday Faith at Work’ by the 

Revd. Lyn Weston from the London Institute of Contemporary Christianity 

(LICC). The session included an introduction to the book ‘Fruitfulness on the 

Front Line’ by Mark Greene and the accompanying course of eight weeks 

duration. The Revd Ed Down updated the meeting on life within Hope Hamilton 

Church which is a fresh expression of church meeting in a school. 

18th November  

A presentation was given by Emma Crick de Boom about the Difference Course 

which she helps to run. The course asks us to re-imagine, look for hope and 

opportunity and to have a positive impact across church and community. Time 

was also given to allow synod members to meet up and get to know one another 

in break out rooms. 

************************ 

Various clergy have left the deanery during the year, we wish them well in their 

new positions or in retirement. Some have joined us and we welcome them.  

My very best wishes to you all.  

Qyan Arnachellum (Mr)  

Administrator, Leicester City Deanery 

 

5. Churches Together 

The organisation “Churches Together in North West Leicester” ceased to exist as 

from the AGM on 29th January 2020. Throughout 2021 Buckminster Baptist 

Church, Epworth Methodist Church, St Patrick’s Catholic Church, St Luke’s 

Church and Christ the King Church have exchanged on-line their weekly notice 

sheets and maintained the monthly sharing of each church’s prayer needs.  

Sue Hesselwood  
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6. Lay Chairs report to September 2021 
• Church services have run through most of the year, with masks and social 

distancing. 
• Some members have not returned because of health, age and need to limit 

Covid risk to other members. Some new members have joined us. 
• The small pastoral team has kept contact and supported members of our 

congregation. 
• The Praying with Beads group continued to meet weekly mainly back in the 

St Luke’s Chapel.  
• Tuesday Friends at Christ the King continued to meet outdoors until 

restrictions were lifted. They now meet in the foyer area which is not ideal. 
• The Thursday Fellowship restarted its fortnightly meeting at St Luke’s 
• We kept in regular contact with the four local care homes. They each 

received a gift of music CDs and members of congregation knitted fiddle 
blankets 

• We also maintained regular contact with the eight local primary 
schools.Some of them passed on Harvest food to the Food Bank. One school 
managed to get in a church visit before the increase in Covid cases stopped 
these. Again this year we sent Advent Calendars plus some extra chocolates to 
all the year 3 and 4 classes (a total of 31) which were much appreciated. 

• The Food Bank at Christ the King is the largest in Leicester and offers the 
widest range of foods. Unlike many Food Banks the support it offers is not 
limited by post code. We offer three sessions most weeks between 10am and 
12noon on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Many of the other Food 
Banks only offer one session a week. Our small team of volunteers use other 
days of the week to source and collect food, to receive food deliveries and 
organize our storage. 

• We joined the government Holiday Activities and Food Scheme (HAF) in 
the summer at both sites. This was an administrative nightmare, stretched our 
volunteer resources and we felt did not reach all those in need of support. 

• Our grateful thanks go to Alison Prince, Tom Wilson, Simon Stevens and 
Bishop Christopher for taking our services since the summer of 2020, for 
Simon’s pastoral support and Alison’s support during HAF. 

• On 30th September we held a service at St Luke’s where the Bishop of 
Leicester licensed Rob Hinsley as our new vicar.  

• At the 30th September service Fr Keith Shepherd acted as the Bishop’s 
Chaplain and gave Rob the cup and pattern as part of Rob’s induction. Keith 
had decided not to renew his permission to officiate and so this was the end 
of his formal ministry as a priest. We want to thank Keith for his ministry at 
St Luke’s over many years and particularly for taking so many of the St 
Luke’s services during the pandemic. 

• Carol service and Christingle service were held again at St Luke’s 

Trevor Hesselwood (Lay Chair) 

 



Parish of Stocking Farm & Beaumont Leys  Annual Reports for 2021 

March 2022 7 Of 20  

7. Vicars report from October 2021 

Revd. Rob Hinsley’s report will be given at the annual meeting and paper copies 

will be available from 8th May 

 

8. Pastoral Support 

During the past year pastoral care continued to be covered by Liz Smith, our 

Pastoral Assistant, Mary Whitehead and Brenda and Keith Shepherd for St. 

Luke’s and Sue Hesselwood, Celia Williams and Gloria Wright for Christ the 

King. Contact was kept with most people through regular phone calls, the 

frequency depending on perceived need and visits when appropriate under the 

changing Covid restrictions. Sadly, a number of people experienced deterioration 

in both physical and mental health almost certainly exacerbated by the 

limitations of being able to meet with family and friends and being able to attend 

church in the way which was comfortable and familiar. Those with serious health 

concerns also had the added anxiety of the fear of catching Covid or passing it on 

to vulnerable loved ones.  This in itself took a toll on the “carers” who 

particularly felt the strain during the interregnum. A meeting to discuss pastoral 

concerns was eagerly sought with the Rev Rob Hinsley once he was in post as 

our Vicar.  Sadly, this had to be postponed until the New Year as Rob went 

through his own family loss and pastoral concern following an accident that took 

the life of his mother and injured his father. 

During the latter part of the interregnum the Revd. Simon Stephens gave 

invaluable support to members of the care team who welcomed having someone 

to turn to. 

Returning to church was a blessing for some. Others tried and found the 

unfamiliarity of social distancing and initially not being able to sing hymns too 

stressful. Some of the later have returned but so far are attending less frequently 

than pre pandemic. There are some it is felt may never return. 

Gloria Wright  

9. Praying with Beads 

A small group of us have continued to meet on Thursday mornings between 

10.30 and 11 am at St Luke’s. If you would like to give “Praying with Beads”     

a try, you would be very welcome to join us – Beads are always available. I 

should add that people from both Churches attend. 

Brenda Shepherd 
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10 Healing Prayer Team 

In the Bible (James 5:14) we read “Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the 

elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of 

the Lord.” 

All of sometimes suffer physical, emotional or mental illness, whether it be for a 

short or long period of time. For most of 2021 members of the Healing Prayer 

Team have continued to offer Prayer for Healing informally at the end of Sunday 

morning services, or over the phone. The teams now consist of three at each 

church. 

In October we began to offer prayer more formally again as we did pre-pandemic 

– i.e., on the 1st Sunday of the month at St Luke’s and the 3rd Sunday at Christ 

the King. There were more requests at St Luke’s than at Christ the King. 

People who come for prayer on a Sunday say as little or as much about their 

situation as they wish to. Then one or two members of the healing team pray. 

Often, we feel a sense of God’s peaceful presence, always we know that God has 

heard our prayers. Sometimes someone feels they just need to come once about a 

particular situation, sometimes they come several times. All are welcome. 

Since October Sue has once again been offering more extended times of prayer 

on a weekday. There have been four appointments in 2021, and at the time of 

writing, two are booked for 2022. 

Sue Hesselwood 

 

11. Finance Report 

 

Overall position.(2020 in brackets) 

 

Looking at our accounts over the last three years shows significant changes. In 

2019 the Food Bank was only a small part of our activity. In 2021 it was about 

one third. The two legacies (for general purposes) which St Luke’s has received 

are shown separately to make year on year comparisons easier. 

 
 Income Income Expenditure Expenditure 

  2020 2021 2020 2021 

St Luke’s 18,831.04  21,833.93  33,290.77  46,238.87  

Christ the King 32,246.12  30,467.39  37,640.79  38,768.02  

Food Bank etc. 32,473.39  25,786.95  14,583.46  34,398.25  

Totals 83,550.55  78,088.37  85,515.02  119,405.14  

Legacy 85,000.00  27,703.25   8,808.08  

Grand Total 168,550.55  105,791.62  85,515.02  128,213.22  
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At St Luke’s expenditure is raised as £14,836.00 was spent on repairs to the flat 

roofs and work in the Soffits and cladding. £7,727.92 of this emptied the repairs 

fund and £8,808.08 was paid from the legacy fund.  

 

Our gift to the Diocese £21,537.50 for the cost of clergy cleared most of the 

general fund balance brought forward and need a top up of £1,500 from the 

legacy fund.  

 

The PCC will maintain this level in 2022 by drawing more as needed from the 

legacy fund. 

 

The Christ the King fall is real, mainly a result of many of the lettings being 

cancelled. However, we were able to take £3,650 (£4,100in 2020) from the Food 

Bank towards the costs over running the building (£5000 covered by grant 

through National Lottery for this purpose). As these an internal transfer they are 

not shown in the Food Bank expenditure or Christ the King income above.  

Expenditure was reduced result of paying £13,462 as the gift to the Diocese for 

the cost of clergy (£16,153 in 2020 and £21,000 in 2019). The Building 

Development Fund (£4,525.68) was used to upgrade hall lighting, upgrade 

emergency lighting and to replace heating pumps. 

 

The Food Bank has run with only a small income in 2021 but has used all its 

reserves from 2020. The large income (and a corresponding expenditure) is a 

result of the HAF project in summer which accounts for £22,324.00 of the 

income. 

 

Grants are being sought to fund the building development for the Food Bank. 

 

Charity fund Raising 

 

£960.00 was sent to various charities.  

 

The events and collections raised £682.04 (£ 920.21) and we added £108.75 

from closing the Churches Together account and £96.29 (£135) from the PCC’s 

own funds.  

 

Tuesday Friends has a balance of £53.36. 



Parish of Stocking Farm & Beaumont Leys  Annual Reports for 2021 

March 2022 10 Of 20  



Parish of Stocking Farm & Beaumont Leys  Annual Reports for 2021 

March 2022 11 Of 20  



Parish of Stocking Farm & Beaumont Leys  Annual Reports for 2021 

March 2022 12 Of 20  

Notes on funds 

 

St Luke's has a general fund holding £871.49 (used for all its church and 

building activities) ,the legacy fund holding £99,505.98 and a curates house 

fund holding £40,000 (which the PCC cannot use) and accumulated interest of 

£15,535.12 (which can be used). 

 

Christ the King has a General fund holding £1,771.11 (used for all its church 

and building activities) 

 

Food Bank  has a balance of £1,551.62 

 

Balance Sheet 

 It also shows which bank accounts hold this.  

 

Money we have 31 Dec 21 31 Dec 2020  31 Dec 2018  

 St Luke's Curate House Fund 55,535.12 55,300.31  

 St Luke’s Legacy (General Funds) 99,505.98 85,000.00 

 Cash at bank  4,224.80 41,578.81 

 Total we have 159,265.90 181,879.12 

Money we owe to others       (0.22) 153.48 

Total Remaining 159,265.68 182,032.60 
 

    Bank Accounts 

St Luke's Bank Accounts 

 Current Account 4,985.04  5,840.94   

 Deposit Account @CBF 94,505.98 99,424.06 

 Curate's House Investment  @CBF 55,535.12 55,300.31 

 Total in St Luke’s Accounts 155,026.14 160,565.31 

 

Christ the King Bank Accounts 

 Church Current Account 3,685.78 9,004.36 

      Social Action Current Account (Closed)  393.36 

 Deposit Account @CBF  553.98  11,876.00 

 Total in Christ the King Accounts 4,239.76 21,273.72 

  ======.== =====.== 

                            Total in all accounts 159,265.90 181,839.03 

   

         Trevor  Hesselwood  
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12. Care Home Teams 

              As it remained impossible to visit the five care homes in our parish, four 

for the elderly and one for adults of all ages with learning difficulties we 

considered new ways to keep in contact with them. Early in the year we sent a 

CD produced by members of the string section of the City of Birmingham 

Symphony Orchestra described as Cuppa Concerts to each of the four homes for 

the elderly. The CD was specifically produced for this purpose and was made up 

of short pieces of classical music, folk songs and pop songs that might be 

recognized by the residents. 

 In February we also began the work of knitting Fiddle Blankets having 

discovered that they could be a calming influence on dementia sufferers.  A 

small core of knitters produced blankets of six squares to be decorated with 

various items that can be fiddled with. One meeting was managed when groups 

of six could gather to share ideas and materials. The first batch of six blankets 

was delivered to Five Rivers Care Home when Julie, the activities person 

received them and introduced Gloria to three of the residents who had shown 

interest in attending church. Julie was very helpful in making comments and 

suggestions about the blankets. She has also been very faithful in bringing one of 

the three, Ruth, to Christ the King on the Sundays she is on duty. A good number 

of blankets have been delivered to all four care homes over the year.  

We had hoped to link care homes near some of the primary schools in our parish. 

One school felt unable to at the present time and Diamond House who deal 

mostly with dementia sufferers felt unable to allow children to visit. 

Heatherbrook Academy was happy to take children to Five Rivers Care Home 

but unfortunately the teacher responsible went down with Covid. We delivered 

our church Christmas card in person and in return received a card from the home 

and a tin of Quality Street. Children from Woodstock Academy were able to 

keep their date with Beaumont Hall Care Home singing carols in the hallway to 

residents assembled in the lounge. They returned to school clutching bags of 

jellybeans to share. Smiles all- round. A choir of two, Rob and Gloria, kept the 

date to sing carols at George Hythe House to be joined later by Rose, Jenny and 

her brother having been detained to wait for a lateral flow test. Some of the 

residents joined in and made known which carols they wanted to sing others 

enjoyed their afternoon nap. 

     We hope as Covid restrictions are lifted we will be able to continue to grow 

the link with schools and care homes. 

                                                                   Gloria Wright 
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13. Food Bank, Holiday Lunch Club & Gift 4 Kids 
 
The food bank based at Christ the King continued with the changed 
arrangements from 2020 but is increasingly busy and is expanded to continue to 
expand in the year ahead. 
 
Thanks to Katie, Jasper, Elizabeth, Dennis and Rose and the small team of other 
volunteers who support them. 
 
The Food Bank is a base for wider social support. We do not offer advice on 
finances but arrange appointments with an adviser from Food Bank Plus or from 
Energy Wise. These appointments take place at Christ the King.  
Recently we have had youth offenders helping (supervised by their probation 
officers).  Some of our regular volunteers are food bank users unable to be in 
employment as they are asylum seekers or have mental health issues. Two 
volunteers have been able to move into employment. 
 
We have drawn up plans to expand the food bank area and replace the lounge but 
funding for these is proving more difficult to find than we expected. 
 
In the summer in place of the holiday lunch box we joined the government 
Holiday Activities and Food Scheme.  This involved bring in groups to run 
activities. It was hard work, stretch our resources and did not provide lunch for 
all who would have received them. 
 
Gifts4Kids this year only provided gifts for food bank users. We did not get the 
large number of donations we had in past years. 
If you would like more details, please ask Trevor for the full report which we use 
when requesting grants.                                                            Trevor Hesselwood 
 

14. Mission Steering Committee (MSC) 

The Committee did not meet over the past year because of Covid restrictions but 

there were informal discussions among those responsible for contact with 

schools and care homes.                                                                     

Gloria Wright  
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15. Our Local Primary schools 

 

Like many things Covid has impacted our relationship with schools. I believe 

that this has contributed to raising our profile as a caring Church in our parish.  

 

During lockdown when children were receiving teaching at home it came to our 

attention that there were children who didn’t have access to exercise books, 

pencils etc. We contacted the eight primary schools in our parish asking them 

how many were affected in this way enabling us to provide each needy child 

with a pack with exercise book and a pencil case filled with all the items children 

might need.  

 

In the autumn term a number of primary schools and Babington Academy 

contacted us asking if they could make a visit to our churches as part of the 

children’s RE instruction. Not all were possible to arrange. One failed because of 

heavy rain on the day of the Year 1 visit to St. Luke’s and Covid struck staff on 

the day of Heatherbrook’s Year 1 visit. However, Buswell’s Lodge were able to 

bring both their Year 1 classes on separate occasions to Christ the King and a 

good team of volunteers were able to introduce them to the various aspects of 

what it is like inside our church and why things are important to the expression 

of our faith. Covid caused Heatherbrook’s Carol Service to be cancelled and the 

planned trip to sing carols at Five Rivers Care Home. However, children from 

Woodstock Primary Academy were able to visit Beaumont Hall Care Home to 

sing carols. 

 

Again we sent Real Chocolate Advent Calendars spelling out the Nativity Story 

to Years 3 and 4 in all our Primary Schools and gave chocolate angels and a little 

book of the Story of the Nativity to children from First Steps Nursery. 

We look forward to continue developing our relationship with all our schools in 

the years to come. 

                      Gloria Wright  
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16. St Luke's –Worship (warden's Report) 

 

I started last year’s Churchwarden’s report by saying that 2020 had been an 

interesting year. 2021 has been equally interesting!! 

We started the year with more lockdowns & therefore more zoom meetups. We 

continued to try to keep our family together with lots of telephone calls & 

actually our numbers have remained quite static. 

By March we were allowed to meet outside in small numbers & in May we could 

meet indoors. 

During all this time we had planning meetings to appoint our new vicar & Rev’d 

Keith Shepherd our Associate Priest, continued to celebrate the Eucharist. 

During the year we’ve continued to work well together with the Church of Christ 

the King & after the Rev’d Steve Delaforce retired in April 2020 we were able to 

honour his final service with us at the end of June 2021. 

A new departure for us was The Funeral Directors, Memorial service in 

December. The church was packed  & hopefully it gave love & solace to the 

grieving families who were able to attend. 

The Rev’d Rob Hinsley joined us as our new Vicar at the very end of September. 

We are all working well together and if we all trust & obey I can only see 

blessings for us all in the years to come. 

Mary Whitehead 

 

17. St Luke's Buildings (warden's Report) 

The Church continues to look good with regular cleaning and some long awaited 

maintenance. 

We have had a quinquennial report & the whole electrical system in the church 

has been assessed & updated. 

Our major expenditure was the replacement of all the soffits. It also proved 

necessary to double glaze the choir vestry window & that of the men’s toilet. 

Our building remains in good heart with thanks to many volunteers who do the 

small, but oh so necessary jobs. 

Mary Whitehead 
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18. St Luke's Choir 

Our Choir has really stepped up to the plate during this year of lockdowns & 

uncertainty. 

Our Pianist retired after many years of faithful service & we are now able to 

enhance the worship with the use of CD’s, When we had big services, like Rob’s 

induction & the Carol service we had the help of a really good Organist & with 

everyone pulling together this has been a good year musically. 

Mary Whitehead 

19. St Luke's Children on Sundays                                                                  

We continue to provide Story and Activity Wallets for Children at our Sunday 

Morning Eucharist Services. It is heartening to report that numbers of children 

attending Church, have risen and so hopefully we will continue to make 

provision for them. 

Brenda Shepherd 

20. St Luke's Thursday Fellowship                                                                         

Following a long closure as a result of Covid we re-started our meetings on June 

3rd  2021. To make our first meeting special, Mary and Brian invited us to their 

home and Garden for afternoon Tea. It was so good to be together again that 

nobody wanted to leave the party! 
Since then our programme has included various games afternoons , Quizzes, 

Bingo, Christmas Wreath making and Outings to Daisy’s Tea Room for 

Afternoon Tea and to Heathl Park for a Christmas Meal. Most recently Rob has 

given us a most enjoyable Power Point Presentation on his Sponsored Walk in 

the Sahara. 

Meetings are fortnightly on Thursday afternoons at 2.30pm in Church during the 

winter and in the Hall during the Summer. At present we have about a dozen 

attendees. Why not come and join us. 

Brenda Shepherd 
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21. Christ the King Worship & Buildings (warden's Report)                                                        

2020 Left us all in a state of uncertainty, facing 2021 with a New Lockdown. 

However, Despite the City Mayor and our Bishop suggesting that we should not 

Hold services, we remained open for Private Prayer until we were able to return 

to something resembling a communion service in March, Thanks to the visiting 

Priests who Agreed to preside. Needless to say the Foodbank continued, and 

continues to keep our building at the centre of our community. We were 

Especially Grateful that, In 2021 we were able to hold Holy week and Easter 

services. 

Following the relaxation of some covid restrictions we were, In April able to 

begin the long- awaited process of Advertising for and selecting of a New Vicar. 

This resulted in the appointment of Rev’d Robert Hinsley (“Rob”) who was 

welcomed into our Church Family at the end of September.                                         

On the same day we said “farewell” To Fr. Keith Shepherd who took a well-

Earned Retirement. We Thank You for all your support and are pleased that you 

continue to worship in the Parish, Keith and Brenda.                                                    

On the same Theme, at the end of June we were finally able to bid a fond 

farewell to our former vicar, Steve Delaforce and his wife Muriel, following his 

Retirement some 15 months earlier. 

After the major internal building alterations in 2020, a few more changes were 

made, in particularly replacing the grass in front of the car park doors with slabs, 

to enable food bank users to avoid getting muddy shoes! 

During the playgroup’s summer break we hosted an intensive activities 

programme, acronym HAF (don’t ask me what it stands for!) giving children 

basic Meal-making skills, Art, Drama and indoor sports. The halls took quite a 

hammering, so in the Autumn Half-Term there was an intensive few days of 

Redecoration. Many Thanks to all concerned, particularly Ben and Shane, who 

did most of the brushwork, and to Luke who offered financial support. 

Other minor repairs took place in 2021, and I’d like to Thank Elizabeth’s 

Husband, Mick, for being virtually “on-call”  On the subject of  “Thanks” 

Apologies if I miss Anyone out – put it down to my age – so, here goes :-  

Thanks to Gloria; Jasper, Katie, Elizabeth and Foodbank volunteers,- Carol for 

processing these reports and the weekly news sheets,- To Fiddle Blanket knitters; 

To Readers, Prayer Leaders, Tea  and Coffee servers, Chair & Screen shifters;  

Trevor and Rob for projecting Hymns and The Healing Team who collectively 

Enhance our Sunday services; To Trevor for Balancing The Accounts; To all 

who keep in touch with those of our congregation marooned at home – And to 

Rose for Always being there.                                                         Dennis Hemsley 
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22. Christ the King Children on Sundays  

For much of the early part of 2021 very few children attended Sunday church, 

indeed there were many Sundays when there were none. Some of us continued 

keeping in touch with the children via email.  

As the year progressed, new people began attending the morning service, and 

those with families sometimes brought their children. All the adults who led 

Kingdom Kids’ sessions in 2019 are now committed to other duties on Sundays, 

so we now provide packs for the children to work with during the service, if they 

wish. Each pack contains a Children’s Worship Bulletin (Sermons4Kids) which 

has a picture to colour, a quiz and word games, all based on the Gospel reading 

for the day. Hopefully, these various activities appeal to the differing ages of the 

children.   

Very occasionally one or two of our pre-pandemic regulars do come on a 

Sunday, but it seems that most have left – we know some have moved to another 

church. Personally, I feel we are in a “waiting” time – we are thankful for the 

good times of the past and are looking forward to what God has in store for us 

and our children in the future.                                                      Sue Hesselwood  

 

 23. Christ the King Tuesday Friends 

Tuesday Friends carried on meeting outside of the church with 5 or 6 people 

from the group on a weekly basis on the outside paved area (opposite the Leisure 

Centre) keeping to the covid restrictions! So the activities were restricted to 

Quizzes and general chit chat. 

Then come September 2021 we were able to go inside of the Church in our new 

home (The meeting area in the Foyer) Since being back indoors we are getting  

around 9 people on a regular basis and even had 11 one week! 

We now serve Tea & Coffee as people come in, as they like to chat when they 

get in and we only meet from 10am – 11:30am (instead of 10am- 12 0’clock, 

because the nursery staff need the space for their lunch breaks starting at 

11:45am)  

By 10:30am we start the activities of the day, We do Xbox Bowling, Bean Bag 

throw, Play your card right (otherwise known as Higher or Lower!)  we have a 

CD player so we sometimes have a music session and people get up and dance 

we still have the odd quiz and we have a few things like, large rubber dice  and 

the ball darts so a couple of rounds of them get things off to a good start then 

there’s the prize bingo though we don’t get to do bingo every week now, due to 

the shorter sessions. 

                                                                                                        Carol Cowper 
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