
Sermon – John 12:1-8  

 

How would you feel if, instead of a taper, I used a £20 note - or a £50 –  

   to light the candles, and said it was to show my devotion to God? 

I imagine you would probably be shocked - perhaps even disgusted  

    at the waste. Couldn’t I use £20 better?  

Think of the good things that could be done to help others with the 

money 

That’s the kind of outrage Judas is expressing in our story today 

Judas may be the bad guy here – there is the suggestion he is hoping to  

          get money for himself out of the group funds…  

But does he perhaps have a valid point? 

All that perfume … it’s worth a huge amount … nearly a year’s wages! 

And it’s just poured away - over Jesus’ feet. Wouldn’t soap and water 

do? 

Wouldn’t the money - £15,000 today - be better spent caring for the 

poor? 

 

But although Judas has A point, he’s missing THE point. 

The real question that is raised by this passage is “How far will love 

go?” 

Judas wants there to be a sense of proportion,  

     an understanding of what’s reasonable, sensible – even in acts of love. 

His reaction is too small – he can’t see the bigger picture. He cannot  

  grasp the beauty of what the woman has done or the depth of her love. 

which perhaps reflects the fact that he also cannot appreciate  

       just how deserving of love Jesus is. 

 

Is it possible to we set limits on the amount of love and generosity  

      that is reasonable and appropriate? Is that something we can do? 

Surely the teaching of the Gospels is that there is no limit to the lengths  

   to which love will go to, to the heights or depths it can reach. 

Just as the woman’s extravagant act of love seems excessive, beyond  

     reason, so does the sacrificial act of love of Jesus’ death on the cross. 

That is how much God loves us – that is how much Jesus loves us. 

 

The key note of this morning’s story is generosity, abundance 

God loves us in a way that is all the things Judas feels about the woman  

  – extravagant, over-the-top, without any sense of proportion  

          or of what is reasonable or sensible. 

He also loves us in a way that is nothing to do with what we are like,  

   or how good we are, or what we deserve. 



God’s love is like a never-ending fountain, that can pour out forever,    

   without ever losing momentum or running out. 

 

If that is the extent to which Jesus went for us, dying on the cross,  

      if that is how much God loves us, 

then how can we set limits on what we are willing to do for him? 

What should our response be to his act of love? 

We are living in an age after Jesus has died.  

Unlike Judas, we are in a position to understand the sacrifice Jesus was  

    willing to make, just how far he was prepared to go in his love for us. 

But he is not here with us on earth. 

His physical human body needs no more care. 

We can’t show our love for him in acts of physical nurture  

    like washing and anointing his feet, or drying them with our hair. 

We don’t have the option of showing our love in that kind of way. 

And to be fair, perhaps it would be easier to be  

      as emotional as Mary if he was there in front of us,  

  and we were faced with the prospect of seeing him suffering. 

Lighting candles, even with a £20 note, is not like anointing Jesus himself 

So how can we, nowadays, show the extent of our love in ways  

   that shows it is overwhelming, and extravagant and extreme? 

 

Well, this is my suggestion. 

Jesus says in this passage that the poor are always with us. 

And he also told us that whatever we do for the least  

          of our brothers and sisters on earth, we are doing for him. 

So maybe it is on them we should pour out our gifts of sacrificial love. 

Maybe it is them to whom we are called to show our love  

      in ways that are ridiculous and over-the-top, 

because they are his body here on earth, his children for whom he died. 

Mother Teresa, spoke about caring for the poor and dying  

    as “doing something beautiful for God”. 

All the people in the world from the very youngest to the very oldest, 

    from those who live around the corner  

     to those who live at the other side of the world 

are people whom God loves and whom Jesus died for. 

The love we show to them, is love shown to God 

It’s in how generously we care for others  

       that we show the extent of our love for him 


