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Background 
 

The period covered by this Report is 1st January 2021 to 31st 
December 2021. It gives an overview of the visible life of the 
Church, including how its mission, ministry, governance and 
finances relate together. It reviews the past year and provides a 
framework for a vision for the future. 
 
With the continuation of the Global Pandemic, along with repeated 
lockdowns and an abundance of caution, 2021 proved to be a year 
of adaptation and innovation. With careful analysis of on-line 
engagement statistics, we tried new and different ways to shape 
our worship via our digital platforms.  
 

 

Later in the year, when we were able to return to on-site services, 
and with a sense that the wider community had gained a helpful and 
appreciative insight to the life of the church via social media, the 
PCC gave its support to trying a new pattern of worship. The aim 
was to provide opportunities for worship and engagement that were 
more accessible to people not used to coming to church. While some 
regular worshippers have found the transition a little 
uncomfortable, overall the results have been very encouraging. 
 
Front Cover: Sketch by Amelia Ault, pupil at Castle Donington College  
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Introduction from the Vicar 
 
 

Well, 2021 proved to be yet another frustrating and challenging year. Whilst we have all 
benefited from the vaccines (thank God), there is no doubt that our collective mental health 
took a toll. 
 

Thankfully, as a church community, we found ways to stay in touch, to encourage one another, 
and to pray. And although many of us wanted to “return to normal” as soon as possible, the 
PCC wisely took the decision to resume our on-site collective life together at a gentle pace. 
 

There were two primary reasons for this. Firstly, it was recognised that following a prolonged 
period of lockdown, restrictions and caution, it was felt that many would want to take the 
opportunity once freedoms began to return to visit family and friends whom they had not seen 
for a long time, and to take much needed holidays. Secondly many of our core membership 
simply didn’t feel ready straight away to mix with larger groups of people – it took a while for 
confidence to return. Consequently, our church buildings remained closed for public worship, 
other than for funerals, for the first five months of the year, during which time our church 
services were recorded and posted on-line. 
 

It was therefore with much excitement that we were able to meet together in person, albeit 
outdoors, for a wonderful Pentecost celebration. It was an enormous blessing and 
encouragement to be joined by Bishop Martyn, who unveiled the Castle Donington Community 
Prayer Quilts, and gave thanks for the new south aisle roof. It was a joyous occasion, although 
a little chilly! 
 

From Pentecost to the end of August, for the reasons stated above, there was one Sunday 
service at 10.00am. We continued to record our services, albeit in a slightly different format, 
both to make provision for those not able to get to church for various reasons, and to continue 
to engage with those who had joined us on-line during the lockdowns. The highlight of the 
summer season was our Outdoor Baptism Service, where five children were baptised in the 
fresh air and bright sunshine! 
 

In September, the pattern of two Sunday morning services returned (8.00am and 10.00am) and 
the midweek communion service resumed on Wednesdays instead of Thursdays. Having gained 
new and encouraging insights from our on-line provision, and with a desire to encourage the 
community to engage with church on-site, the PCC agreed to try a new pattern of worship at 
the 10.00am Sunday service – see “Our Worshipping Life” for details. On the whole, the changes 
have been very well received, and we are seeing new people join us. Praise God. 
 

None of the above would have been possible 
without the prayerful, collaborative, and willing 
to be innovative support of the PCC. I am also 
hugely grateful to my clergy colleagues, Bishop 
Peter Fox and Revd Sue Forshaw, for their 
support, prayers and encouragement. But above 
all, I am deeply grateful for the generosity and 
graciousness of the whole church family as we 
have sought to adapt faithfully to a very 
different world. Thank you, one and all. 
 

Revd Andrew  
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Overview 
 
This Annual Report is presented in two sections: the first gives a snap shot of the life of the 
parish, and the second contains specific reports required by charity law. Together, they are 
intended to reflect the priorities of the PCC. The continued impact of the global pandemic and 
the various lockdowns, determined the manner in which we felt able to engage in our collective 
life together. For the second year running, we continued to adapt to the circumstances in which 
we found ourselves. We are very grateful to all who have contributed to, and participated in, 
the life and care of the parish.   

 
Key Highlights 
 

 

• All on-site events and activities were suspended between Christmas and May due to 
the Covid19 pandemic, apart from funerals. 

• Engagement with schools continued through digital provision of Collective Worship 
in partnership with SOAR ministries for the Spring and Summer terms. 

• From September, school came to church for collective worship, including wonderful 
Harvest and Christmas celebrations. 

• On-line “Worship at Home” services evolved with conversational formats and 
different styles, recorded and posted on parish Facebook and YouTube platforms. 

• Morning Prayer, Bible studies, courses, and meetings continued to be offered on 
Zoom. 

• Pastoral Co-ordinators kept in touch by telephone or other means with every member 
of the congregation on a regular basis, until restrictions eased. 

• An on-line church hall booking system was launched, along with a revised fee 
structure for standard, concession and community use. 

• On-site worship resumed at Pentecost with a wonderful outdoor, socially distanced 
service in the churchyard – guest preacher was Bishop Martyn who also unveiled the 
Castle Donington Community Prayer Quilts, and gave thanks for the new south aisle 
roof. 

• Through the summer months, a single weekly service was held in church, following 
a similar pattern to the on-line “Worship at Home” services. 

• During the same period, the Bishop and Senior Leadership 
Team encouraged every parish in the diocese to consider and 
comment on three proposed models for future ministry. 

• The highlight of the summer months was an Outdoor Baptism 
Service in the churchyard at the end of August. 

• In September, a new pattern of worship was introduced, 
including a newly launched and highly successful “Breakfast 
Church” on the first Sunday of every month. 

• New teams were set up for welcome and hospitality. 

• A campaign was launched in November to encourage 
members of the congregation to review their giving in light 
of an emerging vision to engage with the wider community 
and to meet increased costs. 

• Members of the congregation were also asked to switch their 
giving through the Parish Giving Scheme, which processes 
Gift Aid claims on behalf of the parish. 

• Wonderful Christmas celebrations took place with singing! 
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PARISH LIFE 
 

Children and Young People 
 
2021 has been another year of change, as the Pandemic continued to affect our groups and 
worship.  Our Church remained closed from January through to May and it was September 2021 
before regular groups resumed use of the hall and Church, face to face.  

 
We continued to offer services on a digital 
platform. A Facebook Page for Messy Church and 
a further one for Young Faith enabled us to 
communicate and update families and children 
with information or ideas.  
 
In addition, our children and families were able 
to worship if they joined the weekly church 
service posted on Facebook or YouTube. Some 
older children read prayers and Bible readings 
for these services. 
 

As things eased, a new pattern of worship emerged. So, with effect from September 2021, some 
things for children and young people returned whilst others closed their doors.  
 
Noah’s Ark and Messy Church did not have leaders or 
volunteers who could continue, so sadly these have ceased.  
In addition, the monthly Short Service came to an end, after 
7 years of success, as our regular service time became 10am 
rather than 11am, and a different approach to connecting 
with the community and families was adopted. We are so 
grateful to all who helped over the years with Noah’s Ark, 
Messy Church and the Short Service, and for the seeds of 
faith that have been sown.  
 
Among the activities that have returned, these include: 
 

Young Faith Castle Donington: (YFCD) resumed in September and 
now meets fortnightly. Led by Angela Parkes, Revd Andrew and 
Tracey Spencer, where 10 to 16 year olds come for, fun, food and 
fellowship, reflecting on some key issues of the day (eg Afghan 
Refugees) and what the Bible has to say. 
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The Little Sunbeam Club: launched in 
October and continued our work with 
parents/ carers and toddlers in a new and re-
imagined way. See the separate report on 
page 8 from its new leader, April Sly.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
New style Breakfast Church with Crafts: Messy 
Church, All Age and the Short Services were 
amalgamated into this new, snappy, 40-minute 
Breakfast Church service on the first Sunday of the 
month, which as it has grown has become very 
popular. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Activities, crafts and play dough are all essentials at 
Breakfast Church as young and old engage with 
conversation, worship and prayer. 
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Good Friday 2021: 
As it was not possible to meet indoors at that time, we met 
outdoors and ran small sessions where families could take part 
in a Church Yard Quiz and undertake craft activities at socially 
distanced tables.  Outdoor events were permitted at this time. 
Although cold, great fun was had by all and 34 children and 
their parents came.  The photos say it all.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter and Christmas Workshops: for children 
with crafts and teaching continue.  Sadly 
though, many of the team tested positive for 
Covid for the planned 2021 Christmas workshop 
and so the event was cancelled. However, the 
crafts and Christingles were delivered to all 
children who had booked or were on our 
database. 
 
 

 
Crib Service: on Christmas Eve took place! 
Glow sticks, carols and lots of children. And 
singing!!!!  
 

Angela Parkes on behalf of all the amazing 
children’s workers. Thank you all. 
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The Little Sunbeam Club was launched on 
Thursday 28th October 2021 after 18 months of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, where restrictions meant that 
meeting indoors in large numbers was not allowed 
or it was unadvisable.   
 

The group was renamed (previously known as the 
Toddler Group) and a new structure put in place.  
It meets every Thursday in term time, 10.00am to 
11.30am.  It is held in St Edward’s Church Hall with 
free play, snack time, craft time, songs and story.  

It is for babies and toddlers aged 0 to 4 years with their parents, grandparents, carers or 
childminders.  The children are supervised by their parents/carers but snack, craft, song and 
story times are organised and run by one of the Sunbeam team.  Each week has a topical theme, 
reflected in the craft produced.   
 

St Edward’s Church Hall is a comfortable space and there 
are suitable toys for babies and toddlers.  The room is set 
out with dedicated areas for babies, young toddlers and 
older toddlers as well as push along toys, sit on toys, a 
home corner, dressing up, and tables for puzzles, drawing 
and playdough.  Drinks and biscuits are provided for adults 
and snack time for the children includes 3 different fruits 
and a small biscuit, as well as a drink.  There is a charge 
of £3 per family/group to cover the cost of craft items and 
fruit. 
 

Themes so far have included: pumpkin, fireworks, poppy, 
star, chocolate, Christmas, saying thank you.  A display 
board in the Church Hall displays some of the craft the 
children have produced as well as photographs. Craft 
includes painting, sticking, decorating biscuits, making 
cakes, handprints, etc., encouraging a wide range of fine 
and gross motor skills.  Unfortunately, our 2021 Christmas 
party had to be cancelled due to staff illness but presents 
were given out at our first 2 sessions in January 2022.   
 

Revd Andrew Race regularly pops in to the group when he is 
happy to talk to parents about baptisms or anything else.  We 
also had a visit from the Headteacher of St Edward’s School 
who talked to parents and left leaflets for anyone wanting to 
enrol their child at the school.   
 

The Sunbeam team consists of April Sly, Heather Harris and 
Beckie Perkins.  Two new volunteers have recently joined 
(Emma Crofts and Zoe Musgrove) and are currently 
completing their DBS paperwork and online Safeguarding 
courses.   
 

We currently have 44 children registered, and soon we will 
need to introduce a booking system!  
 

April Sly 
On behalf of The Little Sunbeam Club  
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Our Worshipping Life 
 
Following the third national lockdown announced by the Prime Minister after Christmas 2020, 
all church services resumed online. In light of the highly contagious Omicron variant, the PCC 
took a cautious approach to re-opening the church for public worship. The first in-person act 
of worship together took place at Pentecost (23rd May) when Bishop Martyn Snow joined us for 
a chilly, but highly anticipated and joyous, socially-distanced outdoor service in the churchyard. 
It was wonderful to be together again. 

 
Worship resumed in the church building the following Sunday (30th May) for one weekly service 
at 10.00am – this was the case all the way through to the end of August. The earlier BCP 
congregation didn’t feel ready to return to worship at 
that point. And because many people had not seen 
their families and friends for so long, attendance at 
services in church took a while to rebuild. By the end 
of the year, congregational attendance reached about 
two thirds of pre-pandemic numbers. We continued to 
record and post services on our parish YouTube and 
Facebook platforms until the end of the year. 
 

With many freedoms restored, and with all but 
essential government restrictions in place, much more of our worshipping and communal life 
resumed from September. After careful conversations, attending to national research, and 
prayerful discussion, and at the request of Revd Andrew, the PCC adopted a different pattern 
of worship, with different times. The BCP congregation returned at 8.00am each Sunday, while 
the pattern at the 10.00am changed as follows: 
 

1st Sunday    Breakfast Church, a snappy 40 minutes for all generations in the  
Church Hall, with craft, stories, songs and bacon butties after. 

 

2nd Sunday Holy Communion in Church. 
 

3rd Sunday Morning Worship in the Church Hall or Church if with Baptism. 
 

4th Sunday Holy Communion in Church. 
 

5th Sunday Informal Songs of Praise style, in the Church Hall. 
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Holy Communion continued to be distributed in one kind (bread 

only), taking into account all the Covid-19 precautions, with the 

presiding minister receiving both the bread and the wine “for 

and on behalf of the whole community.”  

 

The Clergy Team resumed distribution of Holy Communion at 

home when requested. 

 

 

During January and February, we tried different 

formats for on-line worship, including a very popular 

conversational style, as we spent time on our “Re-

thinking” series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Lent we embarked upon the 

online Prayer Course via Zoom with the 

churches across Castle Donington and 

surrounding areas, a resource 

produced by Pete Grieg and the 

international 24/7 Prayer Team, 

entitled “Unanswered Prayer.” 

 

 

On Mothering Sunday, teams took bunches of flowers and a 

prayer card to every household in the church family. 

 

Rethinking Worship with Revd Sue 

Forshaw. 

Rethinking Community with Bishop 

Peter Fox. 

Rethinking Children and Young 

People with Angela Parkes. 

Rethinking Engagement and Well-

being with Revd Sue Forshaw. 
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On Good Friday, a very successful outdoor craft event was held for 
children and families. 
 
The church gates were decorated with prayers and Easter ribbons. 
 
And in the church porch, an Easter Garden 
was created for all to see who walked by.  
 
The Easter Garden was given “new life” 
on Easter Morning as the church 
celebrated with Christians around the 
world the resurrection of Jesus. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday 

Easter Day 



12 
 

Due to ongoing Lockdown restrictions, the Easter Day service was recorded in church with a 

few people to help with the recording and to give voice to the Easter acclamations! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At Pentecost, Bishop Martyn came to join us for an outdoor celebration with the Churches 
Together in Donington, and to give thanks for the new south aisle roof covering and to unveil 
the Castle Donington Community Prayer Quilt. 
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The Prayer Quilt was created to commemorate how our 
local community came together during the global 
pandemic.  
 
Each of the four sections – Hope, Thanks, Memory and 
Creation – tell a story, capture experiences and highlight 
things we have learned as individuals and a community.  
 
Essentially, they represent the prayers of the 
community, each patch individually crafted by members 
of the community, then lovingly sewn together by an 
experienced team of embroiderers, led by Mrs Angie Fox. 
 
God had quite literally prepared Angie for the task, after 
she found a book about quilting called ‘Threads of Life’ 
in a second-hand shop on holiday. She gathered a group 
of like-minded ladies, who met in the Methodist Church 
Hall to sew the patches together and weave their magic 
across the four quilts.  
   
Taking control of the design and detailing, Angie and the 

team have used their skills to intersperse the patches with plain coloured panels, wording and 
elements such as cathedral window patchwork, symmetrical patterns of intricate stitching 
echoing the grill on the church floor, and have even transferred images of the church and its 
redeeming features onto the quilt using a special technique.  
 
“It has been a privilege to be part of this project and I have watched it grow,” says Angie. 
“Knowing people have been able to express how they feel through such a difficult time, and 
seeing that come to life through the quilt, is simply wonderful and a fitting way to mark this 
period.”   
 
“God has been all over this,” she explains. “From praying for this personally, to the way He has 
brought us four ladies together – of different denominations, another a non-church goer – and 
in a time when we have all faced personal crises. It has been delightful to spend time together, 
get to know one another and support each other. It’s been an all-round wholly positive 
experience.”  
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The Summer months…. 
 

As the summer progressed, the depth of the financial 
crisis in the Diocese became more apparent, and 
conversations began at every level to try to discern a 
way forward for a more sustainable pattern of 
ministry. The Shaped By God Together process was 
launched as individuals and congregations were 
consulted. Towards the end of the year, Diocesan 
Synod voted to adopt a Minster Community framework. 

 
 
 
 
In the middle of the summer, on 4th 
July, a Confirmation Service was 
held in St Edward’s with Bishop Peter 
Fox who confirmed four candidates: 
Valerie Ellett, JP Swanepoel, James 
Cutts and Amelia Cutts.  

 
 
 
At the end of the summer, following a huge number of enquiries for Baptism after the easing 
of lockdown restrictions, an outdoor Baptism Service was held in the churchyard where families 
across the community gathered on the grass to witness the baptism of their children: Eva, 
Olivia, Issac, Arthur and Elisabelle.  
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At Harvest, donations of tinned and dry 
food products were once again collected 
to support the Castle Donington 
Foodbank. Along with St Edward’s 
School, over 290kg of food was received.  
 
At the time, we were all very worried 
about the situation in Afghanistan, and 
so thanks to a generous Harvest Appeal 
we raised £444.10 towards Tearfund’s 
Afghan refugee appeal.  
 
At Breakfast Church and YFCD, we made 
and sent 45 welcome cards to Derby 
based charity “Upbeat Communities” 
who welcome refugees to the area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Book & Jumble Sale 
Our ‘world-renowned’ Book & Jumble Sale 
resumed on Tuesday, 28th September in St 
Edward’s Church Hall after 18 months of not 
being able to run due to Covid-19 lockdowns.  
 
The Jumble Sale carries on doing sterling work 
for Church funds and made £2417.50 in 2019 
with a donation of £315 to Castle Donington 
Friday Group.   
 

2020 saw us unable to hold our usual sale as we could only meet in January and February raising 
£540.  2021 was a little better as we held a jumble sale September and November netting an 
amount of £741. Thanks go to all our loyal helpers and our supporters. 

Delia Astle-Haigh 



16 
 

Community Breakfast also resumed in September, on the first Sunday 
of the month, to fit with the new pattern of worship. With grateful 
thanks to chefs Alex and John, and the breakfast team, a full English 
Breakfast is served in the Church Hall between 9.00am and 9.45am, 
followed by Breakfast Church at 10.00am for those who wish to stay. 
 

Also in September, on the third Sunday of the month, we had our first 
indoor Baptism. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Christmas Season was a delight! Although the 
Children’s Christmas Workshops were unable to 
happen due to an outbreak of Covid among the team, 
every child received a goodie-bag with Christmas 
crafts and a kit to make Christingles. 
 

St Edward’s School had their Christmas Service in the 
church, with each year group performing a section of 
the Christmas Story. 
 

On Christmas Eve, at 3.00pm, we were able to have 
the annual Crib Service, attended by over 250 adults 
and children alike, singing carols, waving glow sticks 
and dressing up as shepherds, angels and kings! 
 

This was followed at 6.00pm with Carols in the Market 
Place with the Salvation Army Band and led by the 
ministers of the Churches Together in Donington, and 
attended by over 500 people. 
 
 

Midnight Mass by Candlelight took place at 11.30pm, again another 
lovely well attended service.   
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As Christmas approached, members of the congregation were invited to photograph their 
Nativity Scenes at home. These are a selection, along with pictures of the Nativity Scene in 
the church porch.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Edward’s Church also participated in the Christmas Tree 
Festival at the Community Hub, organised by the Parish Council, 
with a tree decorated with angels and prayers. We also had a 
craft stall at the Christmas Fair hosted by the Methodist Church. 
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 Pastoral Care 
 

All the way through the Lockdown restrictions, along with 
restrictions to public worship, only essential visiting took 
place. The network of Pastoral Co-ordinators set up in 
2020 continued to keep in contact with every member of 
the congregation on a regular basis.  
 

As restrictions eased, the Clergy Team resumed taking 
Holy Communion to people unable to come to church. And 
from September, social events began to take place again.  
 

  

Life Events 
 

During the latter half of 2021, almost all restrictions for weddings and funerals were lifted, 
and people were able to celebrate and grieve in customary manner.   
  
 

Funerals 
During the year, there were 16 funerals, 12 of which were in 
church, 3 at Crematoria, and 1 at the graveside. There was 
also a memorial service for someone who had passed away 
during the height of the lockdown restrictions in 2020. 
 

Prior to restrictions being eased, the Church was opened for 
private prayer to mark the death of HRH Prince Philip, The 
Duke of Edinburgh.  
 

 
Thankfully, by the end of the year our annual Light and Hope 
Bereavement Service was able to take place, a special candle lit 
service where we remembered all who had died in the previous two 
years. The opportunity was taken to call the British Legion Roll of 
Honour, on this the 100th year of their founding. 
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Weddings  

The pandemic caused chaos for people hoping to get married, however, in 2021 we were able 

to celebrate the marriages of:  

• Conor Wood & Bethan Minchin,  

• Benjamin Clarke & Valentina Cernica, and  

• Dean Crofts & Emma Sly. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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LIFE WITH THE COMMUNITY 
 

Castle Donington Branch of the Long Eaton and Sawley Foodbank 
 

Castle Donington foodbank has been open since September 
2018. From October 2019 the foodbank has run from St 
Edward’s Church office, whilst our main store has been 
situated at Sherwood Self Store on Station Road. 
 
Since we opened, we have fed 725 people at our branch, 
and from January 2021 to January 2022 the foodbank fed 
169 people (these figures do not include those local 
residents fed at Sawley or Long Eaton branches).  
 
Foodbank usage, as recorded by Trussell Trust foodbanks 
nationally, declined in 2021. This was due to the Universal 
Credit uplift, the government Covid furlough scheme and 
Covid hardship fund payments. 
 
However, we foresee an increase in usage after April 2022 

due to the removal of the Universal Credit uplift, National Insurance hike, food price 
increases and fuel price increases.  
 
Foodbank is here for those who need it and thanks to Revd Andrew and the PCC we can 
continue our work to help the most vulnerable in our community. If you are interested in 

learning more about food poverty, you can find the latest statistics at www.trusselltrust.org.uk. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 

Rona Gidlow, Branch Manager 
Long Eaton and Sawley Foodbank, Castle Donington Branch 

 
*  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.trusselltrust.org.uk/
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Working with our Ecumenical Partners  

 
Our ecumenical partners include the Methodist Church, the Baptist Church, the Castle 
Donington Community Church and the Roman Catholic Church. Ministers meet frequently to 
pray together and to plan shared events. 
 

Due to the national lockdown, we joined together on 
Zoom for the Lent Course, following Pete Grieg’s 
challenging “Unanswered Prayer” course. Sadly, 
although some lockdown restrictions had eased by 
Easter, none of our churches had yet opened for 
public worship and therefore the annual Walk of 
Witness did not take place for the second year 
running.   
 

However, by the summer, when controlled events 
were allowed by Government, the church Ministers 
were invited by Festival Republic to offer a 

chaplaincy service at the pilot Download Festival, where remarkable conversations were had, 
and many people were prayed with.  
 

In August, the Churches Together in 
Donington held a “Picnic, Prayer and Praise in 
the Park” event in Spital Park, attended by 
up to 70 people, for a Songs of Praise style 
service of story and celebration.  
 

Thankfully, the annual Service of 
Remembrance took place at the War 
Memorial, led by the Ministers of the town. 
And the Christmas Eve Carol Service was held 
in the Market Place in the company of the 
Salvation Army Band, attended by over 500 
people.  
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St Edward’s Church of England Primary School 

Strong and mutually supportive links exist between the Church and School, which has been 
especially important during the pandemic. It is a privilege to provide two Foundation Governors 
to sit on the Governing Body, Revd Andrew Race and Mrs Elizabeth Mandeville.  
 

 
 

From the Headteacher of St Edward’s Primary School 
 

We have had another year of disruption at St Edward’s school this last year due to Covid, but 

we are hopeful we are now coming out the other side! 
 

We continue to work in close partnership with the church, 

especially through our partnership with Revd Andrew and Liz 

Mandeville, our Foundation Governors.  
 

We have continued to lead Collective Worship throughout the 

past year and for a while we were not able to have many live 

visits. In September, however, Revd Andrew and I decided 

that school would come to church each month for an act of 

Collective Worship.  
 

 

We are really enjoying these regular visits and have had 

great feedback from the children and staff about them. 

Thanks to the church volunteers who join us for these 

times. 
 

At the end of last academic year, our Year 6 leavers 

enjoyed a special prayer space in the church hall, reflecting 

on their time at school and making plans for the future. 

Thanks to Keith Monroe and Revd Andrew who organised 

this. 
 

We enjoyed our Harvest celebration in church and at Christmas were able to invite parents 

to our Nativity which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  
 

We are very grateful for the time that Liz Mandeville gives the school as part of her role as 

health and safety & safeguarding governor. She has completed a number of positive 

monitoring visits so far this year and has enjoyed speaking with children and seeing them 

hard at work. Revd Andrew is a member of our finance committee and we appreciate the 

time he gives to these regular meetings. We 

also have regular visits from Sue Forshaw 

who is one of our vital reading volunteers. 
 

Thank you to all the church volunteers who 

have supported the school over the past 

year. 
 

Rachel Lacey, Headteacher 
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GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND FABRIC 
 

 

 

Church of St Edward King & Martyr  

in the Benefice of  

Castle Donington with Lockington-cum-Hemington 

 

Statutory Reports and Accounts  
for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

for the year ended 31st December 2021 

 
 

Incumbent 
 

Reverend Andrew Race 
Vicar of the Benefice from 5th February 2019 

 
Churchwardens 

 

Mrs Elizabeth Mandeville, elected 30th May 2021 for a third term 
Mr Anthony Saffell, elected 30th May 2021 for a third term 

 
Independent Examiner 

 

A J Pearson 
Chartered Accountant FCA Ltd 

Kegworth 
Leicestershire 

 
Honorary Treasurer 

 

Mrs Angela Parkes 

 
Banks 

 

HSBC, Derby 
The Co-Operative Bank (from December) 

 
Honorary Secretary 

 

Mrs Kitty Dalby 
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Aims and Purposes of the PCC Trustees 
 

When planning our activities over the year, we have considered the Charity Commission’s 
guidance on public benefit and, in particular, the supplementary guidance on charities for the 
advancement of religion. This planning, along with the pastoral implications, has been 
constantly reviewed through the year as lockdowns were lifted and re-imposed, and as 
Government and Church of England guidance changed in response to the global pandemic. 
 
St Edward’s Parochial Church Council (PCC) has the responsibility of co-operating with the 
Incumbent (Vicar) in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish, the whole mission of the Church, 
pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. The PCC is also specifically responsible for the 
maintenance of the Church and Church Hall. 
 
 

Churchwardens’ Fabric Report 1st January 2021 – 31st December 2021 
 
Details of work undertaken to the Church and Hall are listed in the Church Log Book. The 
Fabric of the Church of St Edward King & Martyr and matters relating to the Church Hall have 
been considered at meetings of the Standing Committee and the Parochial Church Council 
throughout the year. 
 

This Report is set in the context of a year when we have all had to continue to do things 
differently because of the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic. Services and activities in the Church 
and Church Hall have continued to be affected by closures to the buildings and restrictions 
to meeting up with others during 2021. At the time of writing the COVID pandemic is still 
having an impact on how we manage the church buildings and how we continue to provide a 
safe and welcoming environment for all who attend our Services and activities. 
 

The Fabric of the Church 
The Church is a Grade II * Listed Building. It was placed on the Heritage at Risk Register during 
2020 because of the theft of lead from the South Aisle roof. It has been recommended for 
removal from the Register now that the roof has been replaced. We are awaiting notification 
of its removal. 
 

The Churchwardens are required to provide the annual Fabric Report under Section 50 of the 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction and Care of Churches Measure 2018. 
 

The following report covers the practical improvements to the Church and Hall carried out 
during 2021 subject to any approvals required and with the agreement of the PCC.  
 

Church Glazing Report 
A site survey was undertaken by Derek Hunt, Architectural Glass Artist Accredited 
Conservator, and an extensive glazing report for the stained glass at Church was received in 
February 2021. This has been placed on record together with  associated costs for renovations 
where recommended. 
 

Nave Roof 
Following rainwater leaks in the Nave roof onto the floor near the organ console and adjacent 
to the Lectern, our Architect, Steven Matthews, and Darrell Warren, from Warren & Neale 
Contractors, visited and a subsequent small repair was carried out in February 2021. The floor 
in the North and South aisles often appear damp and Anthony Saffell arranged for an 
examination by the Architect, and Warren and Neale. It was agreed that some of this is due 
to condensation as well as very likely a result of rising damp. 
 
 



25 
 

 
Further investigations on 10th November 2021 resulted in an Inspection Report by Steven 
Matthews our Church Architect (Brown Matthews Architects Ltd) of the external drainage 
gullies. Warren & Neale Ltd have been able to estimate the approximate direction of each 
branch drain. The Report and recommendations are at the time of writing being considered 
by the PCC. Some drainage runs may be blocked or collapsed. A new branch drainage system 
running to new local soakaways could be necessary. 
 

South Aisle Roof 
This was replaced with Terne Coated Steel in November 2020. The formal Completion 
Certificate was received from the Church Architect. There is a small amount of pointing to 
be done which was not possible at the time due to the cold winter weather when the mortar 
would not have dried out. It is also recommended that a report with costs be provided 
regarding pointing to a wall on the South Aisle. Application for the necessary permissions will 
be made. 
 

Church Roof Alarm 
This is provided by E-Bound AVX Ltd and serviced annually. The PCC has taken out Extended 
Warranty on the alarm which will be beneficial to the Church. 
 

CCTV  
This continues to be under investigation and is carried forward into 2022. 
 

New Illuma Light Fittings  
New LED lights were fitted in Church to replace the failing, fan cooled halogen lamps, initially 
in the Nave, Chancel and Vestry. The South and North aisles are to be completed early in 
2022. This is a great improvement and now gives excellent coverage in Church, making it far 
more welcoming. And quieter! 
 

Beta Electricals have fitted new emergency lighting in the Church and Hall. 
 

Provision of Worship at Home during the Pandemic 
The main Sunday morning Service has been recorded and 
posted on Facebook and You Tube platforms during the 
lockdowns, when Church was closed for in-person public 
worship, for example, on Easter Sunday. Thanks to all 
who have helped to make this possible, and to all who 
then helped to make the transition safely to back to in-
person worship. This included boring stuff like Risk 
Assessments and a thorough cleaning regime, as well as 
fun stuff such as sound amplification at Pentecost when 
the Bishop of Leicester joined us for an Outdoor Service 
to give thanks for the Castle Donington Community 
Prayer Quilts, as well as the new South Aisle Roof. 
 

 

COVID-19 Precautions 
Every effort has been undertaken to protect people attending the Church and/or Hall during 
Government restrictions and we have followed Church of England Guidance, undertaking 
detailed Risk Assessments for Services and Activities. These are all held on record. The Church 
and Hall were closed for much of 2021.  Face-coverings were mandatory in 2021 and NHS Test 
& Trace forms were completed for Services and events. Thanks to those who sanitised touch 
points in between Services as appropriate. 
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Church Hall 
The Church Hall is an integral part of the life of the 
Church, and has to work within the Charity 
Commissioner’s definition of public benefit.  
 

Many will be aware of the extensive work carried out 
in 2020 and reported in the Churchwardens’ Fabric 
Report for 2020.  This continued into 2021, and in 
August the Hall floor was treated for woodworm by 
Rentokil and a Certificate of Guarantee valid for 30 
years was provided. Grays Building Services from 
Littleover in Derby lifted the necessary floorboards, 
relaying the floor with new Maple floorboards, 
sanding and varnishing to an excellent finish. New 
skirting boards were fitted, and Keith Hudson 
decorated them. 
 

New curtains and blinds were fitted. 
 

Training 
Su Clement facilitated a very successful training afternoon on Food Hygiene in October. 
 

Ian Beard from the First Responders delivered an excellent training session on First Aid in 
November.  We now have nine people trained in First Aid. 
 

Risk Assessments and Policies 

• Health and Safety Executive risk assessments for the Hall and Church have been 
completed; 

• Fire Safety risk assessments and Fire Protection Action plans adopted by the PCC; 

• Fire Evacuation Action Plan completed, adopted by the PCC; 

• Health and Safety Policy adopted by the PCC; 

• Hall Hire Agreement amended; 

• Policy and Procedures for the Safeguarding Children, Young People and Vulnerable 
Adults in our Church family (The Benefice of Castle Donington with Lockington-cum-
Hemington). See Safeguarding Report for details. 

• The Church Hall, including the kitchen, was awarded a 5 Star Food Hygiene rating by 
NWLDC Environmental Health in September 2021. 

 

Health & Safety and Maintenance Tests  
We are required by law to carry out inspections and keep a record of these, these were 
completed in 2021 as follows: 

• Annual PAT testing of all electrical equipment in the Church and Hall 

• Fire Safety Checks in the Church and Hall including Fire extinguishers 

• Gas Safe checks in the Hall 

• Roof alarm servicing 

• Annual Service of church clock 

• Lightning Protection inspection – due March 2022 
 

Every five years an electrical installation condition report is carried out in the Church and 
the Hall. The next one is due for the Church in 2023, and for the Hall in 2025. The next 
Quinquennial Inspection is due in 2024. 
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The Churchyard 
As the Churchyard is closed by Statute, the responsibility for its care and maintenance rests 
with Castle Donington Parish Council (CDPC) with whom we have a good and close working 
relationship. 
 

The grass is mowed by an external contractor every two weeks between March and October. 
CDPC kindly keep the church path to Borough Street clear and the yew trees on the same 
approach to Borough are regularly trimmed. The Churchyard is kept very neat and tidy. 
 
CDPC also kindly provide an annual grant towards the costs of external floodlighting, and the 
servicing and maintenance of the church clock, a key feature in the life of the village. The 
Churchyard is well maintained and welcoming to all who visit. 
 
We are grateful to all who have worked so hard during 2021 to make the Church of St Edward 
King & Martyr a special place in the centre of the village. 
 

Elizabeth Mandeville     Anthony Saffell 
Churchwarden      Churchwarden 
  

 

 
Treasurer’s Financial Report 1st January – 31st December 2021 
 
A huge thank you to all who have contributed so generously to our Church’s upkeep and 
mission this year.  Covid 19 has certainly impacted us all over the last two years now, but 
I am pleased to report that we have thankfully ended the year with a credit balance once 
again due to reserves. Although, as you are aware from our campaign in early November, 
our regular income falls some £20,000 short each year to meet our everyday outgoings.  
 

This year in December we moved banks, from HSBC who introduced charges to charities, to 
the Co-operative Bank. 
 

Income 
At the outset of the pandemic, when churches closed, we asked you all to continue to 
contribute either by standing order or by dropping money off to my house, socially distanced, 
and because of your continued financial contributions our regular giving has been maintained. 
We remained closed for much of 2021 and our giving continued (£33,135 this year compared 
with £30,300 in 2020). Thank you.  
 

During the financial year, to 31 December 2021, the total income was £83,217 compared to 
£118,465 in the previous year.  However, £38,504 of the 2020 income was made up by 
donations and grants awarded to the South Aisle Church Roof repair.  
 

The Church Hall forms part of the Church and usually generates income through lettings to 
other organisations and clubs. The fees charged help us to offset running costs and repairs. 
Lettings resumed in September 2021 and so the hall generated £4,324 but still £10,000 less 
than in 2019 when fully open. The hall has been extensively improved following some 
generous donations. £15,723 was spent last year adding to the £6,400 spent in 2020. The hall 
fund is in deficit of £462 at the financial year end but we hope that more lettings will see it 
back with a credit balance over 2022. The hall fund is being monitored.  
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In November 2021, we wrote to all on our database, asking if those on standing order could 
transfer to the Parish Giving Scheme, increasing their donations where possible. This scheme 
is administered for us and donors pay by direct debit and the company collect our Gift Aid 
for us monthly. This saves us work and helps our cash flow as we receive the Gift Aid every 
month. Almost everyone transferred, thank you. We also asked others who had never paid 
each month to consider doing so, and many more signed up to this too. Thank you to you, 
too.   
 
Expenditure 
Expenditure amounted to £83,294 which is £19,829 less than our expenditure for last year.  
However, again these costs reflect money paid to complete the works to the South aisle 
roof and the expenses this year for the Church Hall. 
 

In 2021, the PCC became an employer of two, registered with HMRC, as the new Hall 
Cleaner joined the payroll in addition to our Parish Administrator appointed in 2020.  A 
reminder that the administrator’s position is funded for three years by an anonymous 
donor, paying monthly, and enabling us to claim Gift Aid on the donations.   
 

I am pleased to report that we met our Parish Contribution, of £25,000, to the Leicester 
Diocesan Board of Finance (LDBF), in full. Our current contribution falls short of the 
£55,000 it costs the diocese to provide a vicar who is housed and paid.  Next year the PCC 
has pledged £30,000 and realises that if we wish to maintain a Vicar in our parish, we need 
to aim to contribute more to the Diocese year on year. 
 
Observations/Concerns 
The year ended with a balance of £60,854 in the bank, compared with £60,930 last year. 
Our income and expenditure were very similar (£83,217 income/ £83,294 expenditure). 
Whilst many people give generously in a planned way through their bank, for which we are 
very grateful, we are also aware that, in truth, we maintain our balance primarily thanks to 
a couple of generous members of the Church who “top us up” with money for various 
projects when needed.  
 

Relying substantially on only a few, potentially leaves the parish very vulnerable. That is 
the main reason we wrote to everyone in November, and we are very grateful for the 
increased giving from the Parish Giving Campaign, which will help to some extent. Further 
follow up letters will be sent to those who did not respond as we seek to get our finances 
onto a more sustainable footing, especially with the anticipated increase in energy costs 
next year. 
 

In the meantime, we continue to budget wisely and trust God with our finances as we seek 
how best to reach out to our community with the saving love of Jesus.  
 

Thank you for all your support, your love, and your prayers. 
 

Angela Parkes, Treasurer 
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St. Edward King & Martyr- St Edward King & Martyr Church- Financial Statement for Year End 31 December 2021
Castle Donington

Receipt & Payment Unrestricted Funds Restricted Funds

Accounts General Church Reserve Legacies Admin Church Endowment Tech Children's Vic Discretion TOTAL TOTAL

Fund Hall Fund Fund Sal Fund Fabric Roof Fund Fund Fund 2021 2020

Receipts - voluntary £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

Planned Giving 24506 _ _ _ 4000 _ _ _ _ _ 28506 28921

Collectons at  Services 2629 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2629 2031

All other giving/ voluntary receipts 26879 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 100 26979 34118

Gift Aid recovered 11804 _ _ _ 500 _ _ _ _ _ 12304 15344

sub total 65818 _ _ _ 4500 _ _ _ _ 100 70418 80414

Activities for Generating Funds _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1219

Grants _ _ _ _ 600 _ 2500 _ _ 3100 22000

Church Activities 1375 4324 _ _ _ _ _ _ 224 _ 5923 5201

Legacies _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5215

Statutory Fees 3776 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3776 4416

Total Receipts 70969 4324 _ _ 4500 600 _ 2500 224 100 83217 118465

Payments
Parish Contribution 25000 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 25000 20000

Clergy and Staff costs 1240 _ _ _ 5941 _ _ _ _ _ 7181 2878

Church running expenses 14807 _ _ _ _ _ _ 809 _ 15616 16807

Hall running costs _ 6699 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6699 8986

Mission and giving donations 2518 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 120 2638 1162

Church Repairs 7232 15723 _ _ _ 881 979 _ _ _ 24815 53196

Cost of generating funds 1185 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1185 _

Governance Costs 160 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 160 184

Total Payments 52142 22422 _ _ 5941 881 979 _ 809 120 83294 103213

Excess over receipts and payments 18827 -18098 17873 _ -1441 -281 979 2500 -585 -20 19754 15252

Transfer between funds -8154 4854 _ _ 1300 _ _ _ 2000 _

10673 -13244 17873 _ -141 -281 979 2500 1415 -20 19754 15252

St. Edward King & Martyr- 

Castle Donington Unrestricted Funds Restricted Funds

Receipt and Payment General Church Reserve Legacies Admin Church Endowment Tech Children's Vic's Discrection Total Total

Accounts Fund Hall Fund Fund Sal Fund Fabric Roof Fund Fund Fund 2021 2020

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

Cash in Bank 1 Jan 2021 5832 12782 17873 _ 2318 5260 6329 _ 536 10000 60930 45678

Cash in Bank 31 Dec 2021 16506 -462 17873 _ 2177 4979 5350 2500 1951 9980 60854 60930

Statement of Assests and Liabilities see  next  page 

Notes

The financial statements of the PCC have been prepared in accordance with the Church Accounting Regulations of 2006

using the receipts and payments basis.
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Independent Examiner’s Report 
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Structure, Governance and Management 

 

The PCC is an “Excepted Charity” as it is a Church (including the Church Hall) with a usual 
annual income of less than £100,000.  Although properly constituted, it is ‘excepted’ from 
charity registration. Nonetheless, the Charity Commission regulates Excepted Charities 
just like registered Charities. St Edward’s charitable purposes must demonstrate public 
benefit.   
 

PCC Members are Charity Trustees. They must be able to evidence good governance by 
having robust systems and processes in place to ensure the overall direction, 
effectiveness, supervision and accountability of the Charity.  The PCC also has to follow 
the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956 and the Church Representation Rules 
2020. All PCC members are required to complete a Trustee Eligibility Declaration and an 
HMRC Fit and Proper Persons Declaration, and complete Safeguarding training. 
 

The PCC consists of the Incumbent, Churchwardens, Deanery Synod representatives and 
members elected by the Parishioners who are on the Church Electoral Roll.  All those who 
attend Public Worship regularly are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and to 
stand for election to the PCC. 
 

PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and 
importance to the Parish including deciding on how the funds of the PCC are to be spent.  
New members receive initial training into the workings of the PCC. 
 

Our PCC has one sub-Committee, the Standing Committee, comprising the Incumbent, 
Churchwardens, PCC Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Secretary. The Standing Committee is 
responsible to the PCC and reports to it with decisions being received by the full PCC and 
discussed as necessary. As with the PCC, Standing Committee meetings are minuted. 
 

Safeguarding 
 

The PCC has complied with the duty under Section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy 
Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have regard to the House of Bishops’ Guidance on 
safeguarding children and vulnerable adults).  
 

We would like to place on record our thanks to our Safeguarding Co-ordinators, Jacky 
Oaten and Jill Fox, for their dedication to ensuring that the processes in place for the 
safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults in our Benefice are in place and comply 
with National Safeguarding standards, requirements and best practise, and for updating 
the Safeguarding Dashboard.  
 

 
Reporting of all “Safeguarding Serious Incidents” must by law be reported by PCCs to the 
Charity Commission in addition to the Diocese.  Safeguarding Serious Incidents have been 
delegated to a small sub-group of Trustees – Incumbent, Safeguarding Co-ordinator and 
Churchwardens. “Non-Safeguarding Serious Incidents” have been delegated to a separate 
sub-group of Trustees – Incumbent, Churchwardens, PCC Treasurer and PCC Secretary. 
These resolutions were reviewed and unanimously accepted by the PCC. 
 

The church website contains a Safeguarding statement, as required by the House of 
Bishops. 
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Safeguarding Report  
 

The Church of England is called to share the good news of God’s salvation through Jesus 
Christ. The good news speaks of a welcome to all, with a particular regard for those 
who are most vulnerable. Being faithful to the gospel therefore compels us to take up 
the challenge of preventing abuse from happening and responding well where it has. 
 

The PCC has adopted the Church of England ‘Promoting a Safer Church’ Safeguarding 
Policy of 2018. The Benefice Policy has been reviewed and rewritten, incorporating all 
of the model Diocesan Policy. The revised policy was presented to and adopted by the 
PCC on December 8th 2020. 
 
Safeguarding Coordinators 
From October 2020 these roles were designated to: 
Jacky Oaten: Parish Safeguarding Coordinator A and is the safeguarding Lead on the PCC                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Jill Fox: Safeguarding Coordinator B, Lead Recruiter and Parish DBS Administrator 
 
Safeguarding Telephone number: 07783 089262 and 01332 812708 
Telephone number for DBS checks: 01332 812708 
 
Church Groups 
The following activities with children and young people under the age of eighteen are 
run under the auspices of the PCC. This includes groups such as The Little Sunbeam Club 
(previously the Toddler Group) and Messy Church, where children attend with their 
parent or carer. 
 
Group                                        Location                                     Leader 
Little Sunbeam Club                    Church Hall                                 April Sly &  
                                                                                                    Heather Harris 
Messy Church                              Church Hall or Methodist             Angela Parkes 
Breakfast Church                        Church Hall                                 Angela Parkes 
Easter/Christmas Workshops       Church Hall                                 Angela Parkes 
Young Faith (YFCD)                     Church Hall                                 Angela Parkes 
Bell Ringers                                Church Tower                             Joyce Moore 
Friendship Group*                       Church Hall                                 Sandra Rhodes 
St Nicholas’ Sunday School          St Nicholas’ Church                     Katy Thompson 
 
* The Friendship Group is an activity which may include vulnerable adults and is run 
under the auspices of the PCC. It did not meet in 2021 due to the Pandemic. 
 
A review and update of the groups begun in 
December 2020 was completed in 2021. Noah’s 
Ark Toddler Group discontinued. The Little 
Sunbeams Toddler Group commenced when the 
Church Hall was reopened. Messy Church was 
combined with Breakfast Church when Breakfast 
Church was launched in September with the new 
pattern of worship. 
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Safeguarding Notice Boards 
New posters with updated contact details and updated copies of the Church of England 
policy document ‘Promoting a Safer Church’ were displayed in the Church Hall and in 
both churches immediately after the churches were permitted to reopen. Updated 
copies of our parish Safeguarding policy are available for perusal on request in both 
churches and on the church website. In response to instructions from our Diocesan 
Leader of Safeguarding, a poster entitled ‘Victim and Survivor Invitation for Past Case 
Review 2’ was displayed for the required length of time in the church porch. There were 
no responses. 
 
First Aid 
We have 9 qualified First Aiders, 6 of whom underwent training on 2nd November 2021. 
 
Training 
All Safeguarding Training has taken place online during 2021 and will continue to do so 
for the foreseeable future. Safeguarding Coordinator A and Safeguarding Coordinator B 
have both completed their Safer Recruiting and People Management Safeguarding 
course. Eight PCC members and activity leaders have completed their CO (Basic 
Awareness) and C1 (Foundation) Safeguarding training this year and 2 PCC members 
completed C0 (Basic Awareness). Safeguarding Training and DBS checks continue to be 
ongoing. The Safeguarding Coordinator attended the 2021 Safeguarding Coordinators 
Conference 2021 on 20th November via Zoom. The focus of the conference was 
‘Predatory Marriage’ and there was an update from the Diocesan Safeguarding Team 
about: 

• Safeguarding Learning and Development 

• Safeguarding Dashboards 

• Safer Recruitment and People Management 
 
We were advised that new Safeguarding requirements will be implemented in January 
2022. 
 
In June 2021 the Safeguarding Coordinators commenced meeting monthly to enable 
them to work more closely together, to update Safeguarding records and to implement 
the Parish Safeguarding Action Plan for the Benefice, which has been upgraded to Level 
3 and which covers both parishes.  
 
There continues to be a significant focus on Safeguarding within the Church of England. 
Safeguarding our children, our young people and vulnerable adults is part of the church’s 
ministry and is ongoing in our parish. Jill and I would like to thank you all for the support 
and cooperation which you have shown to us this year, which has enabled us to carry 
out our Safeguarding duties efficiently, and I would particularly like to thank Jill for all 
her help and hard work. 
 

Jacky Oaten  
Safeguarding Coordinator 
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Deanery Synod Report for Akeley East Deanery 
 

This Benefice is entitled to elect three Deanery Synod representatives, two for St 

Edward’s and one for St Nicholas’, but anyone from the congregation is welcome to 

attend the Deanery meetings which are informative and stimulating. 
 

The first Deanery Synod Meeting of 2021 was held on 23rd February 2021 via Zoom, and 

was attended by Jacky Oaten. After the election of the Deanery Synod Standing 

Committee, and after hearing the Diocesan Synod Report with an update on the ‘Shaped 

by God Together’ process, we listened to a talk by Liz Rawlings, the Diocesan 

Discipleship and Vocations Enabler, entitled ‘The Changing Shape of Lay Ministry’. 

 

The second Deanery Synod meeting of the year was held on 9th June 2021, again via 

Zoom, and was attended by Jacky Oaten. Firstly, the Diocesan Synod Report updated us 

about the current Diocesan financial shortfall and how this links with the ‘Shaped by 

God Together’ process. Then followed a talk by Revd Lusa Nsenga-Ngoy on ‘Racial Equity 

Strategy’. His talk was followed by discussion on how racial equality within the church 

can be achieved and what the barriers are to achieving it. 

 

The final Deanery Synod Meeting of the year was held on 28th October 2021 at 

Christchurch Mountsorrel and was attended by Jacky Oaten.  The focus of the meeting 

was upon the ‘Shaped by God Together’ initiative. We began with a talk by Stuart Burns, 

the Diocesan Director of Mission and Ministry, who outlined the situation so far. He told 

us that on October 9th 2021 the Diocesan Synod had voted in favour of adopting the 

framework of Minster Communities. The talk was followed by a video in which Bishop 

Martyn explained how he envisaged this initiative being implemented and the timescale 

for this to take place. The video was followed by group discussions and a plenary in 

which Synod members were able to express hopes and fears about the process; these 

were noted, and, when collated with comments from other Deanery Synods in our 

Diocese, will inform further actions by the Diocese. 

 

The meetings this year have dealt with some very important changes to church 

priorities, organisation, and ministry within the Diocese. It has been reassuring that the 

Diocese is affording Synod members the opportunity to become involved in the process 

of making these very important changes by keeping the Synods informed, providing 

opportunity for members of different parishes to meet together to discuss their 

concerns, and by allowing Synod feedback to inform future decisions. 

 

Although any member of our congregations can attend Deanery Synod Meetings, they 

are not be permitted to vote. I will be pleased to speak to any members of the 

congregation who would like to attend in future. 

 

Jacky Oaten 

Deanery Synod Representative 
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Parish administration 
 

The Parish Office is located in the right-hand side of the St Anne’s Room in the Church 

Hall and is equipped with a computer, printer, telephone and broadband. The PCC employs 

an Administrator, Mrs Jill Fox, for 12 hours per week. 

 

Electoral Roll 
 

This currently stands at 77.  Five people joined the Roll during the year, and one has been 

removed because they have passed away.  

 

Policies 
 

During 2021 the PCC reviewed the following Benefice Policies: 
 

The Benefice Safeguarding Policy 

The Terms and Conditions for the Hire of the Church Hall 

The Health & Safety Policy 

Fire Evacuation procedure 

Lone Working Policy. 
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PCC Secretary’s Report 

The PCC held 9 meetings during 2021.  Four of these were on Zoom and five in person.  
The average attendance was 8 members.   
 
Each meeting started with an opening prayer and a shared reflection on a passage 
of Scripture. The summary of proceedings is as follows: 
 
13th January  PCC meeting on Zoom 
An informal meeting reflected on the events before and after Christmas in the 
extraordinary circumstances which existed as a result of the pandemic and the full 
lockdown.  240 people attended the Outdoor Family Carol Service and large numbers 
watched on-line services.  There was a decision to “rethink” services and try out 
different options when lockdown ended. 
 
23rd February  PCC meeting on Zoom 
The church was still closed.  Reflections on on-line provision (Sunday morning 
services on YouTube and Facebook channels), Revd Andrew’s “Rethinking” sermon 
series, Bishop Peter’s Thought for the Day and Lent Prayer Course with the other 
churches.  Risk Assessments for Covid Security and cleaning.   Discussed engagement 
with school, children and families and the community.  Noted that the Community 
Prayer Quilt project was under way, and decided to deliver daffodil bunches to every 
family on Mothering Sunday.  Discussion on roof repairs, repairs to the church hall 
and upgrading the church hall kitchen. 
 
13th March  Morning of Prayer and Discernment on Zoom 
Thinking and reflecting on the way forward.  How to keep in touch with the church 
community.  To seek God for ways to be church when our building remains closed 
because of the pandemic.  Investment in technology. 
 
20th April  PCC meeting on Zoom 
Reflected on: On-line services which reached far and wide and were hugely 
appreciated; the Lent book distributed to everyone via Pastoral Co-ordinators who 
keep in touch by telephone calls; a Zoom service for children and families; Good 
Friday workshop for families with children but the church remained closed for Easter.  
A re-opening timetable with the church open on four Saturday mornings from 24th 
April for Private Prayer with social distancing and sanitising the pews.  The Prayer 
Quilt is in four pieces and almost complete.  Revd Andrew invited Bishop Martin to 
an outdoor event at Pentecost, 23rd May, to unveil and give thanks for the quilts and 
new roof.  All who have contributed will be invited.  A Sunday service in church will 
resume from 30th May at 10am. 
 
11th May  PCC Meeting on Zoom 
To approve the Annual Report & Accounts for 2020 in preparation for the APCM.  An 
update on repairs to church hall floor and new curtains.  Preparation for hygiene 
inspection in church hall kitchen.  The Prayer Quilt will be unveiled on 23rd May, 
Pentecost, by the Bishop at an outdoor service, refreshments served from in church. 
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8th June  First Meeting of the new PCC in the Vicarage Garden 
To welcome appoint Officers to the PCC 

• Lay Vice Chair – Elizabeth Mandeville 

• Honorary Treasurer - Angela Parkes  

• Honorary Secretary – Kitty Dalby   
 
Work to church hall floor has begun.  New safeguarding guidelines considered.  
Adoption of revised Health and Safety Policy, Fire Evacuation Plan and risk 
assessments.  New hymn books ordered. 
 
15th July  PCC Meeting in the Vicarage Garden 
Agreed for Revd Andrew to join the CPAS Evangelism Learning Hub, with two or three 
others for the parish/ churches together.  Considered a Coronavirus Unlock Plan.  
Refreshments after the outdoor Baptism service served from in church.  Sanitising in 
church to continue for July and August.  A midweek service will begin again on 
Wednesdays. It was agreed to try a new pattern of worship on Sundays from 
September. BCP service to be at 8am. At 10am on 2nd and 4th Sundays Holy 
Communion, 1st and 3rd Services of the Word.  Agreed that key part to opening up 
again would be for a Welcome Team and a Hospitality Team to be on duty each 
Sunday. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
3rd August  PCC Meeting in St Edward’s Church Hall 
To continue and complete the Agenda for 15th July meeting.   
Agreed to have an Outdoor Baptism service for 6 families on 29th August, 
refreshments served from in church. Decided to hold a coffee morning to share ideas 
for social events beyond lockdown.  Agreed a timetable for unlocking.  Agreed to 
sign up to an On-line booking system for the church hall.  Training being arranged 
for First Aid and Food Hygiene.  Models of Ministry discussed as per the Shaped By 
God Together process.  Discussed the importance of needing to review planned giving 
in light of the need to increase our Parish Share. The Jumble Sale will start again in 
September. 
 
5th October  PCC Meeting in the Church Hall 
The Church Hall kitchen has been awarded a Level 5 Hygiene Rating. Grateful thanks 
to those involved.  The hall on-line booking system is up and running and a cleaner 
appointed for the hall, starting in October.  Advertisements for church events to 
appear in Donington Life.  New hymn books have arrived.  YFCD are starting up again, 
meeting twice a month.  April Sly and Heather Harris will start up a toddler group 
again called Little Sunbeams.  Sunday services will be held in the hall in January and 
February.  Noted that more people were needed for the Welcome and Hospitality 
Teams. Noted that a framework for Minster Communities had been adopted by the 
Diocese. Following the notification received that HSBC was closing its Community 
bank accounts, the Treasurer has applied to open a Co-Operative Bank Community 
Account, Community Direct Plus, and a new on-line banking system will be set up. A 
proposal to adopt the Parish Giving Scheme run by the Diocese was seconded and 
unanimously approved.  £30,000 was proposed as our “realistic” offer for the Parish 
Contribution for 2022 with £40,000 as our “generous” offer. First Aid training and 
Food Hygiene courses organised for October and November. 
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14th December  PCC Meeting in St. Edward’s Church Hall 
Agreed to share the Christmas Appeal between Sat 7 and a local charity helping the 
homeless. A quote to replace the failing halogen lamps with LED lights was accepted.  
The parish Safeguarding dashboard has been upgraded to Level 3 and a Level 3 Action 
Plan circulated, to be approved and adopted in January.  Matthew Green will take 
up his position as curate here next June.  The heating system needs to be inspected 
and grants investigated in order to replace the whole system. 
 

PCC Trustees 
 

The Church of St Edward King & Martyr is within the Benefice of Castle Donington 
with Lockington-cum-Hemington, in the Diocese of Leicester in the Church of 
England.  The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is a body corporate established by the 
Church of England.  It operates under the Parochial Church Powers Measure 1956, 
and the Church Representation Rules 2020. Although an “Excepted Charity,” St 
Edward’s Church is duly constituted under the above measures, with Church of 
England Charity Number 619193. 
 

The Church Representation Rules 2020 set out the method of appointment of PCC 
members.  PCC members who 
have served at any time from 
the 1st January 2021 until 31st 
December 2021 are: 
 

Ex Officio members: 
Revd Andrew Race, Vicar 
Elizabeth Mandeville, 
Churchwarden (Vice-Chair) 
Anthony Saffell, Churchwarden 
Jacky Oaten, Deanery Synod 
Representative 
 

Elected Members: 
Angela Parkes (Treasurer) 
Kitty Dalby (Secretary) 
Ann Newton  
Janet Laing 
Julie Logan, until 30th May (term ended) but co-opted from 5th October. 
Marjorie Testa, until 30th May (term ended). 
 
Approved by the PCC on 29th March 2022 and signed on their behalf by Revd Andrew 
Race, Vicar of the Church of St Edward King & Martyr and Chair of the PCC. 

 
 
 
Signed  …………………………………………..         Date: 29/03/2022 
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