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Inscriptions in this area will be limited to the name of the deceased 

and dates of birth and death as shown in the examples below: 

 

 

No container for flowers will be permitted on individual stones but 
flowers may be laid on individual plots provided plastic wrapping is 
removed or placed in the central area provided for floral tributes. 

 
It is important that the guidelines in this policy are kept so that each of 

the churchyards remain safe, dignified and peaceful places for all who 

visit to pay respects to their loved ones and for those who work to 

maintain them. 

If you have any queries or concerns please don’t hesitate to 

contact us: 

The Benefice Office 

01902 373160 

Email: abdbeneficeoffice@gmail.com 

 
Vicar 

The Rev’d Mary Thomas 

01902 373415 

Email: revmarythomas@gmail.com 

 
Website: 

www.albrightonparishchurch.org.uk 

Churchyard Policy 
 

 

St. Mary Magdalene, Albrighton 
 

St. Cuthbert, Donington 
 

St. Chad, Boningale 

mailto:abdbeneficeoffice@gmail.com
mailto:revmarythomas@gmail.com
http://www.albrightonparishchurch.org.uk/
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A Prayer 

 
God of all creation, 

who cannot be contained by our boundaries, 

by our definitions, 

light from beyond the galaxies, 

sea without a farther shore, 

you are present in every place, 

in every moment in history. 

You are here and now. 

Help us to know that those 

from whom we are separated in death, 

by its long silence, 

its aching absence, 

are each of them in your presence; 

that beyond our horizons, 

beyond our boundaries, 

beyond our understanding, 

they are held in your embrace, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Jan Sutch Pickard 

5. APPEALS 

Where permission is sought for matters outside these regulations the 

parish priest may need to seek a special authority, called a faculty, 

from the Diocese of Lichfield. Where there is a disagreement about a 

decision made by the parish priest, an appeal may be made to the 

Chancellor of the Diocese of Lichfield. 

 

 
 The New Area for the Burial of Cremated Remains 

(at St. Mary Magdalene, Albrighton) 
 

 

Due to concern for pastoral care to bereaved families and in 

consideration of the deep attachment the local community has to the 

church and churchyard as expressed in August 2015 in the print and 

digital media, permission was sought for a new Area for the Burial of 

Cremated Remains in the churchyard at St. Mary Magdalene Church. 

In this area of the churchyard, there is a central monument with 

individual marker stones for each plot. The marker stones permitted 

are granite stone tablets as specified by the Parochial Church 

Council, enabling the final resting place of a loved one to be marked 

in a discreet and dignified way. 
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churchyard at St. Mary Magdalene, to a maximum height of 18” (not 

at St. Cuthbert or St. Chad, Boningale.) 

(n) No advertisement or trade mark for a monumental mason should 

be inscribed on a headstone. The mason's name or the mason’s 

company’s name may be inscribed at the side or on the reverse in 

unleaded letters, no larger than 1/2" (12mm) in height. 

(o) The maintenance of memorials is the responsibility of those who 

erect them and after those persons have died of the heirs of the 

person commemorated. However, the churchyard as a whole also has 

to be maintained. Often those who seek burial in a churchyard do not 

appreciate that the expense of such maintenance falls on the local 

parish. We encourage the relatives of those buried in a churchyard to 

make periodic gifts towards the cost of its upkeep (particularly if they 

are not contributing to the Church in other ways). 

3. COFFINS 

The material used for coffins must be biodegradable. Materials such 

as wicker and cardboard are perfectly acceptable, as they are readily 

biodegradable (note that a suitable lining must be used). Materials 

which are not easily biodegradable, such as metal, are not permitted. 

Coffins should be of suitable size and dimensions to fit into a standard 

sized grave space. American style caskets are not permitted. 

4. THE BURIAL OF CREMATED REMAINS 

The churchyards of St Mary Magdalene, St Cuthbert’s and St. Chad’s 

have designated areas for the burial of cremated remains. The usual 

practice should be that cremated remains not less than 4 inches (100 

mm) below the surface. Cremated remains may also be buried in an 

existing family grave in the same way as above. 

 They must not be scattered or strewn. 

Every parish church wishes its churchyard to be a place of peace and 

refuge for those who mourn and to be a place where the mortal 

remains of their loved ones can rest safely. We hope such provision 

will be an expression of the care and love the church seeks to extend 

to the whole community and underline its belief that the welfare of 

both the living and departed is important to God. 

As far as possible the church tries to ensure that everyone who uses 

their churchyard is treated with fairness, equality and consistency. To 

that end, each churchyard is governed by a set of Regulations which 

are issued by the Chancellor of the Diocese, and which say what is or 

is not allowed unless special permission has been given in a 

particular case by the Chancellor. If there is a good reason in an 

individual case for allowing a memorial which is different from those 

which are allowed by the Regulations then the Chancellor will 

consider whether to authorise such a memorial but that permission 

can only be given by the Chancellor and the local clergy and 

churchwardens are required to respect the Regulations. This means 

that the local clergy and churchwardens cannot permit every kind of 

memorial or grave design and cannot allow a memorial which is 

outside the Regulations. 

Sometimes families are surprised that the choice of the memorial to 

their loved one cannot be a matter of private choice but has to fit in 

with what the Regulations direct. The Regulations do allow room for 

individuality and imagination in the design of memorials but within 

certain limits and there are good reasons for this, to do with the 

special nature of Churchyards 

They are:- 

An extension of the church’s witness to God and his promise of 

eternal life through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. What is 

put in churchyards therefore needs to be consistent with the 

spiritual values of the Christian faith. 

 
Historical places. The clergy are stewards of a very long heritage 

which needs to be preserved and passed on to the next 

generation. 
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Shared spaces. Here the differing tastes and traditions of many 

families need to be kept in harmony with each other, so that 

discord and conflict can hopefully be avoided. 

In short, the Regulations aim to maintain the churchyard as a haven 

which in appearance and atmosphere ensures that all can find space 

for peaceful reflection and dignified remembrance of their loved ones. 

 

 
St. Mary Magdalene, Albrighton, St. Chad, Boningale and St. 

Cuthbert, Donington welcome with love those who have been 

bereaved. We extend to them Christ’s promise of victory over death 

and seek to ensure the churchyard will be a fitting resting place for the 

mortal remains of their departed loved ones both now and in the 

future. 

Before any memorial is placed in a churchyard written permission 

from the parish priest or the Chancellor is required. The Churchyard 

Regulations of the Diocese of Lichfield set out what can and what 

cannot be permitted by a parish priest. This document is based on 

those regulations and outlines what is and what is not permissible in 

the churchyard of St. Mary Magdalene, Albrighton. 

Those considering a burial in a churchyard or wishing to erect a 

memorial should read this document and then make a written 

application using the Diocesan Memorial Application form (a copy of 

which can be obtained from the parish priest, parish office (01902 

373160) or from the Diocesan website: 

 https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/documents/standard-memorial- 

 application-form/ 

They are urged to discuss matters with the parish priest at an 

early stage and well before any arrangements have been made 

with a monumental mason. 

To allow time for proper reflection no application for a memorial can 

 Flowers and other items 

Whilst fresh flowers are preferred, good quality silk flowers are 

permitted. 

The placing of wreaths and poppies is permitted in the periods of 

and leading up to Remembrance Day, Christmas, Easter and on the 

anniversaries of death or marriage. Such items are to be removed 

within one month after these occasions. Small items of sentimental 

significance may be placed within the confines of the headstone 

provided they do not inhibit maintenance of the ground surrounding 

the grave. 

Whilst it is preferable that all floral tributes are contained within the 

headstone, heavy-duty plastic tubs or planters will be allowed as 

shown: 

 
 
 
 
 

Due to local custom at St. Mary’s and St. Cuthbert’s, bedding plants 

will be allowed, not perennials or conifers, provided that the graves 

are maintained by family members. 

 

Untended graves will be cleared/tidied by the churchyard 

maintenance team. Due to the long-standing connection with David 

Austin Roses miniature rose bushes will be allowed in the 

https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/documents/standard-memorial-application-form/
https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/documents/standard-memorial-application-form/
https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/documents/standard-memorial-application-form/
https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/documents/standard-memorial-application-form/
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relationships and service to the community etc. in such a way as is 

relevant for all who may visit the churchyard. 

An appropriate quotation, from the Bible or another appropriate 

source may be used, provided that it is in keeping both with the 

churchyard setting and with Christian belief. The wording must not be 

capable of causing offence to others. 

All inscriptions need to be agreed by the parish priest. Inscriptions 

should be incised or in relief, and may be painted (not affixed) (in 

white or black or another colour provided it is harmonious with the 

stone being used. Plastic lettering and the gilding or silvering of 

letters is not permitted. 

(k) The memorial may include a symbol having particular relevance to 

the deceased (e.g. a regimental badge, trade or professional insignia 

etc.) There must be a specific, fully explained reason for the symbol, 

for example, an image of a tractor may be appropriate for a farmer. 

Any illustration must be incised or in relief and either uncoloured or 

given the same colour as the inscription (white, gold or black), and 

should be of an appropriate size, content and design for a churchyard. 

Permission must be sought for all such illustrations from the parish 

priest. No embossed symbols or photographs are permitted. 

(l) The following are not permitted: 

kerbs, railings, or chippings. 

any memorial or element of a memorial which involves 

stone, concrete, metal, glass, plaster, or plastic objects 

whether in the form of model people, animals, or toys or 

otherwise. 

any object designed to make a noise when moved by the 

wind. 

be made until six months after a burial or interment of cremated 

remains. 

It is important to remember that the Churchyard Regulations control 

what a parish priest can and cannot allow. No matter how sympathetic 

he or she may be to a particular proposal if it is outside the 

Regulations it cannot be authorised by the parish priest and must 

be referred to the Chancellor. 

 

 
1. THE RIGHT OF BURIAL AND INTERMENT 

Many people have a right to be buried in a churchyard and the Parish 

of St. Mary Magdalene, Albrighton welcomes those who wish to 

exercise that right. 

The following have the right to be buried in the churchyards of St 

Mary’s, St. Cuthbert’s and St. Chad’s or to have their ashes interred 

there: 

(a) Parishioners and all other persons dying within the parish 

boundaries together with those whose name appears on the electoral 

roll of the parish provided that the churchyard is still open for burials. 

(b) Other persons may only be buried in a churchyard if the parish 

priest gives permission, after consultation with the churchwardens 

and the Parochial Church Council, on the understanding that there is 

an identifiable link with St. Mary’s, St. Cuthbert’s or St. Chad’s. 

(c) No person has a right to be buried in a particular part of a 

churchyard. 

(d) The exercise of a right of burial, the interment of ashes or the 

erection of a monument does not confer any right of ownership or 

control of that part of a churchyard, the whole of which remains 

vested in the parish priest. 
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2. GRAVESTONES AND TABLETS MARKING ASHES 

PLOTS 

(a) A memorial stone should be upright and have the following 

dimensions: 

i) Height: No more than 1220mm (4’) nor less than 762mm (2’6”) 

ii) Width: No more than 915mm (3’) nor less than 510mm (1’8”). 

iii) Thickness: Thickness no more than 152mm (6”) nor less than 76 

mm (3”) 

In the case of the burial of a child a smaller memorial stone may be 

permitted but in such a case the stone should be no less than 610mm 

(2’) high, 380mm (1’ 3”) wide and 51mm (2”) thick 

(b) Stone vases may form an integral part of the base of the memorial 

stone if not more than 8" (200mm) cube. 

(c) The headstone may stand on a stone base, provided that the base 

is an integral part of the design, and does not project beyond the 

upright stone more than 4" (100mm) in any direction, unless a vase 

hole is included, when it may project 8" (200mm) in front and 

4" (100mm) behind the upright stone. 

(d) The shape of memorial stones can be chosen by the applicant 

provided that it is appropriate for the particular churchyard. 

The parish priest may not permit memorial stones the body of which is 

of an irregular or unusual shape.  If the incumbent has any doubt as 

to the suitability of the shape or style proposed the matter shall be 

referred to the Archdeacon. 

A memorial in the shape of an open book should not normally be 

permitted. However, the incumbent may authorise a memorial in that 

shape if, after consultation with the Archdeacon, he or she concludes 

that the churchyard already contains such a substantial number of 

such memorials that it would be inappropriate to refuse permission. 

(e) The memorial shall be fixed in accordance with BS 8415. 

Memorials may only be fixed by a monumental mason in possession 

of the appropriate registration or accreditation. 

(f) A stone tablet, marking an ashes plot, should be laid horizontally, 

flush with the ground and have the following dimensions: 

Width: 15” (375mm) Length 18” (450mm) 

An integral recessed container for flowers may be permitted. 

Stone crosses of similar dimensions to headstones may be permitted. 

(g) A temporary wooden cross no more than 2’6” ft (760mm) high may 

be placed to mark a grave for up to 6 months while settlement 

occurs and a stone memorial is prepared. Temporary grave 

markers may also be permitted but should be removed once a 

stone memorial is in place. 

(h) Gravestones shall not be placed in position until at least 6 months 

after burial, to allow for settlement. 

(i) The material for memorials must be very carefully chosen, and 

should be in sympathy with the church building, other memorial 

stones within the churchyard and any other local features. 

The following stones will normally be suitable material for 

memorials: 

Limestones, Sandstones, Granites (but not black or dark grey 

granite), Nabresina, Serena Stone 

The stones should not be polished so as to have a reflective 

appearance but the parish priest may permit the face which is to be 

inscribed to be honed or polished. 

(j) Inscriptions should be simple, reverent and appropriate to a 

churchyard. Alongside the full name and appropriate dates, a familiar 

name may be given if appropriate. Mention may be made of family 


