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Where & what are we? 

The parish of St Mawgan-in-Pydar sits mostly in the Vale of Lanherne on the north coast of 

Cornwall. It is a rural community with a resident population of c.1300. The parish is part of the 

Pydar Deanery in the Diocese of Truro and one of five parishes in the Lann Pydar benefice, 

the others being St Columb Major, St Enoder (from 1 October 2021), St Ervan and St Eval. As 

a benefice, these five parishes share one rector. The governing body for the Church of 

England’s activities in the parish is the Parochial Church Council (“PCC”). 

For more information see the social media pages, currently as follows: 

 Facebook pages Websites 

Parish: St Mawgan-in-Pydar church lannpydar.org.uk/stmawgan/ & 
achurchnearyou.com/ (St Mawgan, Newquay) 

Benefice: Churches in Lann Pydar lannpydar.org.uk/ 

There is also a twitter page @StMawganChurch. For the latest on upcoming services and 

other parish information, details are normally published on the lychgate opposite The Falcon 

Inn, monthly in the Dreckly community magazine and weekly in ‘The Welcome’, a ‘pewsheet’ 

available on the benefice website.  
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BENEFICE OF LANN PYDAR RECTOR’S REPORT  

I finished last year’s report with the following words: “None of us expected the year we have 

lived through, and many reports will tell you that COVID-19 has meant that the decline of the 

church has accelerated. Yet, I feel excited by what we have achieved and feel optimistic about 

what we are now doing. We are rich in the gifts God gives each of us, and we have used these 

gifts, to the best of our abilities, in order to grow God’s Kingdom, here, in Lann Pydar. 

Therefore, I hope and pray, as we move forward together, that we will continue to ‘do church’. 

It may never be like the church of 2019, we may not know what ‘normal’ is for a long time. 

That dreaded word, ‘change’, is ever present, but maybe it isn’t such a scary word after all. 

Over the last twelve months we have changed beyond recognition, and yet we live in hope 

that God’s Kingdom continues to grow as we continue to journey together following Jesus 

Christ and led by the Holy Spirit.” 

There have been milestones in the last year that I must mention in this report. Firstly, that we 

are now The Benefice of Lann Pydar. We have incorporated the two churches of the St Enoder 

parish, St Enoder and St Francis, into our church family and we are now a benefice of six 

churches and five parishes. Geographically we are much larger, covering Summercourt to 

Rumford, but we are blessed with more leaders and fresh ideas. Our old benefice committee 

disbanded when the new benefice formed in October. We now have a streamlined elected 

benefice committee, which I hope will be given permission by our five PCCs to make decisions 

affecting the whole benefice, especially its administration. We will continue to develop how 

this works. The churches of St Enoder and of the previous benefice have been very 

accommodating of each other and we have had a great beginning for a fruitful and sustainable 

journey together. 

Fruitfulness and sustainability have been the focus for Pydar Deanery as we began the ‘On 

the Way’ journey in September 2021, to discern the future direction of our churches as part of 

the deanery and the diocese. There is a wonderful quote, it says; ‘Change is inevitable, 

progress is optional.’ The church in the 21st century is a different church to the one many of 

us grew up in. We need to be progressive, find ways of being an outward looking church, as 

well as encouraging those who join us to help shape the future. There is a risk, one we want 

to avoid, of returning to our old ways. Now is a chance to step forward. Spirituality and study 

of scripture rooted in prayer together with the gifts of joy and faith will sustain our communities 

and help us grow, and I trust and believe that we truly have a unique Gospel to proclaim. A 

Gospel of love, acceptance, forgiveness, and joy in Jesus. I encourage you all to be part of 

the journey: read, ask questions, give us your opinions, and please pray. 

Another big milestone for us was the end of Tess’s curacy. Tess joined us in 2018 and was a 

huge part of life here in Lann Pydar. We began 2022 without her, but she leaves a great legacy 

of technology and online worship among many other things. We sent her off with celebrations 

and our love and prayers.  

We continue to grow in leadership, as both Jackie Oglethorpe and Margaret Miles were 

accepted onto the Sens Kernewek course for local leaders led by our bishops, and Lydia 

Remick (Licensed Lay Minister) joined our team, bringing wisdom and experience. We are 

lucky to have many retired priests supporting our ministry and our established Licensed Lay 

Ministers, Phil Tremain, and more recently Don McQuillen-Wright as well. We also continue 

to add to the number of Local Worship Leaders in our benefice. 
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As we develop our leadership in the Benefice of Lann Pydar, I hope we will focus our time and 

prayers on the development of a pastoral team and a youth and children’s team. This may 

well be part of our ‘On the Way’ Deanery Plan. Safeguarding is at the heart of our gospel 

message and must be central in everything we do. We must ensure that all our office holders 

and PCC trustees are correctly trained and aware so that we can protect and love each other 

in a safe and nurturing church looking out for and protecting those who are vulnerable, those 

who seek a safe place and those who want to support others. 

Believe it or not, I have been your Rector for five years! I feel extremely privileged to be able 

to serve the parishes of Lann Pydar and pray that I may continue to do so. I knew when I 

arrived that it would take time to settle, build relationships and trust and grow with you, and 

we have certainly done that. At times it has been an uphill struggle, and at times we may not 

all agree, but I continue to see my future with you all, continuing our ministry together. 

Philippians chapter four verse three comes to mind as I write this report: “I can do all this 

through him who gives me strength.” The Holy Spirit is most definitely at work among us, we 

could not be doing what we do alone. So pray for the way forward for our benefice, for God’s 

Kingdom here in Lann Pydar and for our continued growth, leadership and generosity.  

 

Much love 

Helen 

Rector for The Benefice of Lann Pydar 
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TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT 

Principal object, aims and purposes 

The principal object of St Mawgan PCC is to further the work of the Church of England in the 

parish in the Diocese of Truro. It is required, as stated in the Parochial Church Council 

(Powers) Measure 1956, to co-operate with the parish priest in promoting in the parish the 

whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. 

The PCC also welcomes its legal requirement as a charity to ensure that its purposes are for 

the public benefit. 

Review of activities in the year  

January 2021 saw us enter a third national lockdown and we made the decision to suspend 

services in person. But the experiences of the previous year meant we were able to keep the 

church open and continue with broadcasting morning prayer on Tuesdays and Thursdays and 

Church@4 on Sundays.  

It felt very poignant that our first church service after 

the third lockdown was Palm Sunday – a triumphal 

entry – well a wonderful feeling of celebration in any 

case. From April we began a pattern of holding Sunday 

services in St Mawgan on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of 

every month. We held a prayer vigil over Good Friday 

and Easter Saturday and Rev Tess Lowe officiated at 

our Easter Day communion service. 

During the year we held eight baptisms, three 

weddings, six funerals and one thanksgiving service, 

sadly saying farewell to Paul Lobb, Connie Gittings, Jill  

Rundle, Bert Smith, Janet Allen, Steven Lobb and 

Gillian Turner. We made the decision to cancel the 

2021 Flower Festival but were delighted that the flower 

decorators were able to put their skills back into 

practice for the Harvest celebrations when the church 

was once again resplendent with amazing displays of 

foliage and produce. At the time of going to press we 

are planning a Flower Festival for 2022.  

Other services held in St Mawgan included welcoming Bishop Hugh to lead our Creationtide 

service; a special service celebrating Feast Day on 25th July and two informal Breakfast and 

Blessings services in August. 

We were pleased to welcome the 

preschool three times over the year 

and delighted that the school could 

also come to celebrate Harvest 

with us. The Hobbies Group now 

meets regularly in the church on a 

Wednesday morning. The PCC 

met four times over the year and 

Jackie Oglethorpe was 

commissioned as a Local Worship 

leader in July.  
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In December the threat of a new Covid variant Omicron meant that the school was unable to 

come to the church for their various concerts and carol services but we were able to hold our 

Wreath and Angel display and we were able to support the Christmas Carols Event held by 

the St Mawgan Eccentric Gentleman outside the post office. Tess officiated at the Christmas 

Eve Midnight communion before her final service with us on January 2nd. 

The bellringers have continued, often supported by bellringers from other Lann Pydar Benefice 

churches, and their peals are greatly appreciated by those who come to services, and by 

locals and visitors who hear them. 

With regard to the upkeep of the building, we had annual 

inspections of the organ, the clock and the fire extinguishers. We 

also had the boiler serviced, completed an electrical inspection and 

had all our appliances tested. Brasses have been polished, floors 

swept and the clock wound, with a grant towards the winding costs 

again gratefully received from the Parish Council. Simon Plant 

continues to clear the paths regularly and ensures the graveyard is 

maintained on behalf of the Parish Council. Dion Sutherns fixed the 

light on the path and in the lych-gate. The North door now opens 

smoothly thanks to work by the Eccentric Gentlemen. The architect 

has visited and completed a scheme of work which will help us to 

focus on the various repairs needed to the building. We pray that 

God will guide us and bless us as we apply for funding and faculties 

to begin the work. 

The many people who have contributed to the life and upkeep of our church are vital and too 

numerous for all to be mentioned by name, but we do thank you all. 
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Creation Care 

The PCC recognises that all that we do should be seen in 

the context of a climate and biodiversity crisis. A 

Creationtide service was led by Bishop Hugh, Bishop of St 

Germans, on 5th September in St Mawgan Church for the 

whole benefice. A special collection taken for Climate 

Stewards, a charity with carbon-cutting projects in 

developing countries with added benefits for the local 

communities. As well as worshipping God as Creator and 

encouraging all to enjoy and care for creation/the 

environment, the PCC has considered the challenge from 

General Synod for the whole Church of England to reach 

net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and is 

conscious of its current carbon footprint. 

Using the 3600 Carbon tool provided by Climate Stewards, 

the church building’s energy carbon footprint is estimated 

as follows: 

 2021 
tonnes of CO2 

equivalents 

2020 
tonnes of CO2 

equivalents 

Heating oil 10.1 8.3 

Electricity 0.9 0.6 

Energy total 11.0 8.9 

 

Donations to Climate Stewards in 2021, including the collection on 5th September, covered the 

cost of offsetting these 2020 and 2021 emissions, based on the cost of £20 per tonne 

recommended by Climate Stewards for their projects. 

The church has registered an interest in a renewable boiler fuel trial being carried out by the 

church’s boiler maintenance company as a potential interim solution to heating oil emissions. 

The PCC have also switched the church’s electricity contract to Octopus Energy, a green 

electricity provider. Further ahead, if/when the roof is replaced, it may be possible to install 

solar panels to mitigate or eliminate the church’s energy emissions. 

 

Financial review 

Receipts and Payments overview 

The General Fund shows an unusually large surplus of £18,088 in 2021. This was mainly due 

to three large one-off items: a donation of £10,000 – unrestricted but with a view to enabling 

initiatives and encouraging giving; gift aid recovered relating to previous years of £5,044; and 

£2,000 returned for benefice costs overpaid, over half of which related to previous years. The 

payments to the Diocesan Mission and Ministry Fund to cover our share of stipendiary clergy 

and other diocesan costs were £17,500, the same amount as paid in 2020, and were £83 

more than the amount suggested.  
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Giving to other charities 

General Fund costs in 2021 included donations and grants to others of £2,169, of which 

£1,569 was a resumption of the PCC’s practice of giving away 5% of the previous year’s 

General Fund income. Also, £707 was raised on behalf of other charities. Analyses of these 

amounts is shown on page 13 and includes giving to Climate Stewards, a carbon offsetting 

charity, also referred to under the Climate Care heading on page 6. 

Other key comparisons to the previous year 

Planned giving in 2021 was £15,058, slightly down compared to 2020 (£16,248), due to some 

standing orders coming to an end. Income from parochial fees for and collections at weddings, 

baptisms and funerals increased to a combined £3,105, having been only £857 in 2020 due 

to Covid restrictions. 

Reserves 

The balance on the General Fund at the end of the year, which is unrestricted or ‘free’ 

reserves, was £55,048. This represents 22 months’ worth of 2021’s costs, although adjusting 

for the £10,000 donation with a view to enabling initiatives (net of giving from that donation), 

unrestricted reserves represented 18 months’ worth of 2021’s costs. 

The PCC’s policy is for unrestricted reserves normally to be a minimum of six months’ worth 

of current expenditure levels, to allow time for action to be taken to ensure its obligations are 

met in the event of unexpected costs or reductions in income. 

£21,683 of unrestricted reserves at the year end was held in investments that could be sold, 

if necessary, but if sold the dividend income received would cease. All the PCC’s investments 

(including those held for the restricted Churchyard and Fabric funds) are in the CBF Church 

of England Investment Fund managed by CCLA, which has performed very well in recent 

years and which is compliant with the Church of England’s ethical investment policy. 

Other restricted reserves 

At the year end there was £37,533 in the Fabric Fund and £16,504 in the Churchyard Fund – 

including investments which have produced dividends and capital growth to help get these 

two funds to these levels – and £8,408 in the more recently established Roof Fund. The Fabric 

and Roof funds are likely to be fully used up by forthcoming repairs to the church roof and 

rainwater goods. 

Outlook 

Based on the level of planned giving at the end of 2021, a further reduction in planned giving 

to c.£12,500 could be expected in 2022. This could result in a General Fund deficit in 2022, 

hopefully alleviated by some good news on voluntary giving to the church and more 

fundraising activity than Covid 19 has permitted in the last two years. 

Structure, governance & management 

The Parochial Church Council (“PCC”) is a corporate body established by the Church of 

England, operating under the Parochial Church Council Powers Measure. The PCC is a 

charity subject to charity law as administered by the Charity Commission. However, because 

it is a Church of England PCC with gross income below £100,000, it is “excepted” from 

registering with the Charity Commission and does not have a registered charity number.  
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All charities by law must have purposes that are for the public benefit. When running their 

charity, the charity trustees must carry out the charity’s purposes for the public benefit. The 

PCC is aware that as a charity it has a duty to have regard to the Charity Commission’s public 

benefit guidance when exercising any powers or duties to which the guidance is relevant and 

has complied with that duty during the year. 

The appointment of PCC members, who are also the charity’s trustees, is governed by and 

set out in the Church Representation Rules. All those who attend church are able to register 

on the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC if they feel able to contribute. The 

number on the Electoral Roll at 31 December 2021 was 34, which compares to 32 at 31 

December 2020 and 34 when the electoral roll revision was completed prior to the last 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 18 April 2021. 

PCC members are encouraged to attend training courses and briefings arranged by the 

Diocese and Deanery on key matters affecting the work of the PCC. The PCC aims to meet 

once a quarter to discuss and make decisions on the day to day running of the church. Each 

year, an ‘Annual Vestry Meeting’ and an Annual Parochial Church Meeting are held, normally 

before the end of April, to elect churchwardens and PCC members and review the activities 

and accounts of the PCC in the previous year. 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding training requirements for PCC members have been kept under review and the 

PCC has complied with its duty to have due regard to the House of Bishops' guidance on 

safeguarding children and vulnerable adults under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy 

Discipline Measure 2016. 

Pat Walton resigned as Adult Safeguarding Officer on 18 October 2021 and Sue Rescorla 

took on the full Safeguarding Officer role having previously been the Safeguarding Officer for 

children. 

PCC membership  

Since 1 January 2021, the following have served as members of the PCC:  

Ex officio members:  

Rector and Chair Reverend Helen Baber* 

Churchwardens  Jackie Oglethorpe* - also Vice Chair and Deanery Synod Rep 

Peter Richardson* 

Elected to the PCC as 
Deanery Synod Rep  

Viv Farmer* 

Other elected members Nancy Barker 

David Oglethorpe* 

Rosemarie Richardson 

Ann-Marie Mitchell – to 18 April 2021 

Co-opted member 
and PCC Secretary 

  
Reverend Angela Butler 

* Standing Committee members. A PCC is required by law to have a Standing Committee that 

has power to transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any direction 

given by the PCC. 
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Reference & administrative details 

at the date of approval of this report 

Rector & Incumbent Reverend Helen Baber 

Email: rector@lannpydar.org.uk 

Rector & parish/benefice 
office address 

The Rectory, 1 Tippett Meadow, 
St Columb Major, Cornwall, TR8 6TY 

Telephone: 01637 880252 
Email: admin@lannpydar.org.uk 

Other priests with permission to 
officiate frequently leading worship  

Reverend Angela Butler (also PCC Secretary) 
Reverend Andrew Turner 

Churchwardens Jackie Oglethorpe 
Peter Richardson 

Local Worship Leaders Ros Adams 
Mike O’Connor 
Jackie Oglethorpe 
Lydia Remick 
Pauline Turner 
Pat Walton 

Creation Care Coordinator David Oglethorpe 

Safeguarding officer Sue Rescorla 

Electoral Roll Officer Viv Farmer 

Finance officers Parish Giving Officer: Viv Farmer 
Treasurer: David Oglethorpe 

Bank Lloyds Bank Plc, 6 Chesterton Road, 
Chesterton Place, Newquay, TR8 2RU 

Independent Examiner S G Hawkey 
Whitakers Chartered Accountants, Bryndon House, 
5/7 Berry Road, Newquay, TR7 1AD 

 

 

 

This Trustees’ Annual Report was approved by the PCC on 15 March 2022 and signed on its 

behalf by: 

 

 
……………………………………………. 

Reverend Helen Baber 

  

mailto:rector@lannpydar.org.uk
mailto:admin@lannpydar.org.uk
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT 

TO THE PCC OF ST MAWGAN-IN-PYDAR 

I report on the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2021 which are set out on pages 11 

to 14. 

Respective responsibilities of the Trustees and Independent Examiner 

As trustees of the charity, the members of the PCC are responsible for the preparation of the 

accounts. They consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the 

Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent examination is needed. 

It is my responsibility to: 

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act; 

• follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity 

Commissioners in section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and 

• state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of Independent Examiner's Statement 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 

Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity 

and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration 

of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations concerning any 

such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be 

required in a full audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the accounts. 

Independent Examiner's Statement 

In connection with my examination, no matters have come to my attention: 

1. which give me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with s.130 of the 2011 Act; or 

• to prepare accounts which accord with these accounting records 

have not been met; or 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding 

of the accounts to be reached. 

 

S G Hawkey FCA 

Whitakers 

Bryndon House 

5/7 Berry Road 

Newquay 

TR7 1AD 

 

Date: 16 March 2022  
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Receipts and Payments Account 
for Unrestricted and Restricted Funds for the year ended 31 December 2021 
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Statement of Financial Position and Funds 
for Unrestricted and Restricted Funds for the year ended 31 December 2021 

 

Designated funds are unrestricted but reported separately to the General Fund at the 

discretion of the PCC. The PCC has closed the designated Choir Robes Fund, which was for 

further gowns or any necessary music required by the choir. 

Restricted funds are funds donated or raised for a purpose more specific ('restricted') than the 

general purposes of the PCC. The PCC holds restricted funds on specific trusts under trust 

law as follows: 

• The Churchyard Fund is for expenses relating to the Churchyard. 

• The Fabric Fund is mostly comprised of funds from a former church hall trust for major 

fabric work. It also receives half the income from the Maintenance Fund 1998 for the 

maintenance of the church and the furniture and fabric. 

• The Roof Fund is for church roof repairs. 
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Breakdown of General Fund donations and grants 
In 2021 the PCC resumed its policy of giving a minimum of 5% of General Fund income to 

other charities, in addition to funds raised or collected specifically for other charities. 

 

 

Funds raised on behalf of other charities 
These are shown separately in this note rather than in the main Receipts and Payments 

Account as for these the PCC is acting as agent. Donations to other charities by the PCC 

acting as principal are included in the main Receipts and Payments Account. 

 

The balance held at 31 Dec 2021 was for Climate Stewards (£56) and the Shelterbox 

Philippines Disaster Appeal (£246), both paid over since the year end. Transfers are to the 

General Fund and relate to misclassification of donations and miscellaneous old balances. 
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Maintenance Fund 1998  
An endowment fund reported separately from unrestricted and restricted funds as it is not 

available to be spent. 

 

The Maintenance Fund 1998 was set up on 28 Jan 1998 with an anonymous donation which 

was to be invested for 100 years. Half of the investment income is for the maintenance of the 

Church itself and the furniture and fabric therein. The other half is to be added to the fund. 

Accordingly, during 2021 half of the shares and deposits of the fund were invested in 

accumulation shares and the remaining deposits of the fund were invested in income shares. 

The PCC are the managing trustees of the fund. The shares are held in the name of The Truro 

Diocesan Board of Finance as custodian trustee. 

At the expiry of the 100 years the funds may be used as the PCC may wish for the benefit of 

the Parish Church of St Mawgan-in-Pydar, "although it is hoped that they will continue to 

realise the benefits of an endowment fund which is handled in a conservative manner and 

takes advantage of the powers of compound interest." 

 

 

 

 

These accounts were approved by the PCC on 15 March 2022 and signed on its behalf by: 

 

  
…………………………… 

Reverend Helen Baber  
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LANN PYDAR BENEFICE  

Draft* Statement of Receipts and Payments 

for the 12 months to 31 December 2021 

 

 


