
 

The Parish of Gamlingay, Hatley & East Hatley 

     MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING SUNDAY 7th March 2021 

For both meetings: 

Present : Revd.H.Young (in the chair) Mrs.G. Brunt, Mrs.A.Bunker, Mrs. J.Cooper, Mrs.B.Elcome, 
Mr.D.Elcome, Mr.P.Gorton, Mrs.L.Gorton, Mr.A.Hissett, Mrs.R.Hissett, Mr.N.Ingles, Dr.B.Jones, 
Mrs.S.Macrow. Mrs.M.Marsh, Mrs.D.Martin, Mr.C.Miller, Mrs.V. Miller, Mrs.C.Oliva, Mr.I. Parker, 
Mrs.P.Smalls, Mrs.E.Thorpe, Mr.J.Titmus, Mrs.S.Titmus, Mrs.C. Wareham, Mr.M.Wareham, 
Mrs.H.Watkin, Revd.N.Young, 

Apologies for Absence: Mrs. A. Clarke, Mrs. P. Hewlett, Mrs.P.Offord 

Meeting for the Election of Churchwardens (Formerly Vestry Meeting) 

The Revd. H. Young opened the meeting with prayers and welcomed everyone and asked for 
permission from all present to record the meeting as this year’s APCM is being held over Zoom. 
All Agreed 

Revd.H.Young expressed her sincere thanks to Mr. A .Hissett & Mr. C. Miller who have served for 
long periods in the past and had agreed to continue as Churchwardens during 2020. She thanked 
them for their support to her personally during a difficult year. 

Acceptance of 2020 Minutes: 
The minutes of the APCM Vestry meeting held on Sunday 8th March 2020 were approved and 
signed by Revd. H Young as being a correct record with no amendments . 

Proposed Mrs.G. Brunt Seconded Mr. M. Wareham. All in favour 

Election of Churchwardens : 

HY said no nominations had been received and asked if anyone in the meeting might be willing to 
take on the role but had no response. As she was anticipating this might be the case 
Revd.H.Young had made approaches to several people one of those being Mr. Nick Ingles who 
had agreed to take on the role of Churchwarden. Revd.H.Young asked Mr Ingles if he was willing 
to accept the nomination and Mr Ingles confirmed he was willing and said it was an honour and 
privilege to take on the role of Churchwarden . 

Revd.H.Young , Mr. A.Hissett, & Mr. C. Miller will all support Mr.N.Ingles in his role . Nominated: 
Mrs.G. Brunt Seconded: Mrs.M Marsh All in favour 

Mr. Miller agreed to stand again as Churchwarden for another year to support Mr. Ingles. 
Proposed: Mrs.M.Marsh Seconded: Mr.A.Hissett. All in favour 

 

Election of Deputy Churchwardens: 

The following people had agreed to continue in their roles as Deputy Churchwardens: 

Mrs.V. Miller, Mr. M. Wareham, Mr.A.Hissett , Mrs B Elcome 

Mrs. B Elcome agreed to continue dependent on the level of safeguarding training required, she 
has undertaken C1 safeguarding course but did not want to undertake any further training but 
happy to continue with locking and unlocking of the church 

Mrs J Cooper stated that due to Covid 19 she was shielding so not sure of her availability to attend 
church and did not wish to undertake any extra safeguarding training but would also be willing to 
lock & unlock church when required. 

Revd. Young said safeguarding requirements are changing and it is very important that we take 
care of our vulnerable people and encouraged everyone to understand their responsibilities. She 
confirmed that Mrs.S.Macrow is the safeguarding officer for the Benefice. Mrs.S.Macrow said she 
will be reviewing the new guidance of safeguarding required and will contact people to update 
them. 
The Meeting closed at 11.34 pm and proceeded to the APCM 

 



 

Minutes of the APCM 8th March 2020 : 

Minutes of the 2020 APCM were approved over Zoom by Revd.H.Young as a correct record with no 
amendments. Proposed : Mrs.R.Hissett Seconded: Mrs.M.Marsh 

Matters Arising : 

Revd.H.Young explained that the Consultation at last year’s APCM had partly become irrelevant due 
to Lockdown during 2020 but did look at the answers but no new ideas had been forthcoming or 
additional offers of help . Services within the Benefice still need to be looked at but until services 
return to normal this is on hold . 

Electoral Roll Report: 
 

Mrs. Diana Matthews was unable to complete the year in her elected role, Alec Hissett with support from 
Ros Hissett (previous ER officer), has competed the revision this year. There were 76 members of the 
electoral roll at the beginning of the year 2020 with 2 members living outside the parish. During the year 
there was 1 addition and 3 removed due to death or leaving the parish. At the end of 2020 the roll stands 
at 74 with 2 living outside the parish. 

  

 
Annual Report & Presentation of Accounts 2020 : 

Revd.H.Young presented the report & accounts and thanked Mr.I. Parker for preparing the financial 
report and reminded the meeting that Mr Parker had made it clear he would be resigning as Treasurer 
and would not be standing for election to the PCC, but he had offered his support to the new 
Treasurer. Revd.H.Young expressed her special thanks for all he has done over the past years in 
this role and Mr Hissett asked everyone present to give Mr Parker a round of applause and 
Revd.H.Young asked for thanks from the whole meeting to be recorded. 

Revd.H.Young stated that the PCC present this report so for those not on the PCC, including those 
outside the church. It is an opportunity to engage with the work the PCC has been doing over the 
past year. Revd.H.Young thanked Mrs. D. Martin for her work over the past year as Secretary and 
for all her work in preparing the report. 

Mr.I. Parker stated it was an extraordinary year in many ways and our income was substantially lower 
this year due to no weddings, funerals, hall lettings, cash collections and reduced fundraising. 

Ministry share was £38,219. At end of November, we were short by approximately £7000 and hoped 
for good fundraising in December. £3000 was raised in December so this left approximately 
£4000 owing. The PCC met in January and decided we should clear this underpayment of the 
ministry share and some significant costs incurred with repairs and maintenance to the cottage from 
our reserves. These sums are recorded in the first page of accounts: £4,284 urgent repairs to cottage 
and £4,120 to clear ministry share, agreed to be taken from our accumulated reserves. The General 
Fund at the end of the year shows a deficit of £8,718 for the year which includes these two large 
amounts from reserves. 
Page 4 statement of assets and funds in unrestricted funds shows we had £15,644 general funds 
brought forward, a small deficit for the year and the two amounts listed came above had further 
depleted the reserves, carried forward is £6926 so fairly substantially depleted from the previous 
year. 

Ministry share has been divided between Gamlingay/Hatley & Everton on an 80% / 20% split as 
previously agreed. 

Roof and re-ordering fund had some fairly large chunks of income during the year, but architect and 
professional fees of just over £4000 were deducted from this for professional fees etc. and this will 
change substantially in 2021 when current renovations works are completed. 

Mr Parker said it was extremely gratifying that most people had signed up to the PGS, and had 
continued their giving in this way, so this the amount given had remained consistent. 

Revd.H.Young thanked everyone for their fundraising efforts and reminded everyone that as income 
has been severely reduced during the year, we should look at our giving and donations and 
encouraged everyone to continue to fundraise. 

Mr Parker gave a vote of thanks to Mr.Colin Airey the Independent Examiner who has examined our 



accounts for the past 3 years and asked for a formal letter of thanks and some wine as a gift. Mrs 
Martin to write a formal letter and Mr A.Hissett will purchase some wine and deliver both to him. 

 

Revd. H. Young thanked everyone for their support throughout the year after the illness and loss of 
her sister and remembered others who have also suffered loss, thankful that we have been able to 
continue to worship together, Hilary also thanked Nick Ingles for his contribution to music at church 
during this time. 

Questions & Comments 

AH asked it to be recorded that he had omitted to thank Janet Smith for all her hard work with the 
cookery book . 

Mr.P.Gorton asked if the rent had been increased on the cottage as he felt it should be reviewed and 
increased by 2% to 3% each year. Mr Hisset confirmed the PCC had increased the rent by 
£100 on the 1st of January 2021. 

Mrs.V. Miller reported that many people had “stepped up to the mark“ e.g., recording singing, 
delivering etc. but did not want to name individuals. She thanked everyone that had helped during 
the last year in Lockdown . 

Mrs.B.Elcome asked if we had anyone to take over as Treasurer. Revd. Young advised that 
someone had expressed possible willingness, but they are still in discussion about the role. 

Mr Gorton asked who headed each Task group as he had a question about the toys in the church 
hall garden. Revd. Young advised him to contact the PCC Secretary who will pass his enquiries on 
to the relevant person. Mrs.S. Macrow explained the toys in the hall garden are being collected  and 
disposed of and also advised that her husband and neighbour have taken over responsibility for 
mowing the grass in the garden. 

Mrs.L.Gorton thanked the PCC and the working team for all they had done during this terrible time 
and would continue to pray for them. Revd. Hilary thanked those who were willing to continue on 
the PCC and reminded others to think about how they can support the church. Mr Miller said we 
are short of elected PCC members, only having 3 when a total of 9 is possible. 
Revd. Young paused for prayers for the PCC, for those who are leaving and those who may be 
considering their roles. 

Mr. P Gorton reminded the meeting that with the building of approximately 200 new houses 
planned for Gamlingay that it is vital to ensure we welcome newcomers into the village. Mr. Gorton 
said he and his wife Lindy have held parties to introduce themselves and each other and make 
them aware of the church and asked if plans were being put in place to do this. Revd. Young 
explained that at the present time of Lockdown it was not possible to visit people at home but said 
Social Media would be a good way to promote the church and let people know what was 
happening at church. 

 
 
 



 


