
Deanery Prayer Diary Sept - Nov 2021 

Please pray this week for……….  
 

1 - 6 March  • Revd Gary, as he is licensed to the Waterside benefice ( Catfield, Potter Heigham & 
Ludham), giving thanks for all who have worked so hard during the vacancy, and 
looking forward to this new chapter in their life together  

• Archdeacon Steven  

7 - 13 March  • For all training for ministry incl Judith Gardiner from Waterside, training to be a 
Licensed Lay Minister ( Reader) and their residential weekend at Belsey Bridge  

• For our Deanery Lent groups as they meet over the next 4 weeks  

14 - 20 March  • All who minister in the Wroxham benefice, as they serve the people of Wroxham, 
Hoveton, Belaugh and Tunstead  

• Our Deanery Lent groups  

21 - 27 March  • For those in chaplaincy work, including Hospital chaplains at NNUH and James Paget.  

• Our Deanery Lent groups  

• The work of the Mother’s Union, and our local branches  

• For the schools within our deanery - infant, junior, primary and high schools  

28 March - 3 April  • The Stalham and Smallburgh benefices as they continue in vacancy, and for the 
Ministry Team and Churchwardens  

• For the ministry of self-supporting ministers across our deanery  

• Our Deanery Lent groups  

4 - 10 April  • The North Walsham benefice ( N Walsham, Edingthorpe, Worstead and Westwick)  

• Those to be elected or re-elected at the annual meetings  

• All on holiday in our area, enjoying the Broads and Coast  

11 - 17 April  • For a deepening of our faith as we journey through Holy Week to the joy of the 
Resurrection   

• Thanksgiving for the lives of those who have been part of our journey of faith  

18 - 24 April  • All who minister in the St Benedict’s benefice (Horning, Irstead, Ashmanhaugh, 
Beeston, Neatishead, and Barton Turf)  

• Organists, choirs and all musicians across the deanery, and for the gift of music  

• Licensed Lay Ministers and Authorised Worship Assistants  

25 April - 1 May  • The life and work of the Cathedral, and for Dean Jane as she retires, giving thanks for 
her life and ministry.  

2 - 8 May  • Revd David, as he is licensed to Kings Beck benefice, with thanksgiving for signs of 
God’s kingdom during the vacancy, and for all that is to come  

• All to be married in our churches this summer  

9 - 15 May  • The Coastal Group ( Sea Palling w Waxham, Hempstead w Eccles & Lessingham, 
Happisburgh, Walcott, Ridlington, Witton, Bacton and Hickling)  

• Catherine our Rural Dean, Sonia our Lay Chair, and Stephen as Deanery Secretary  

16 - 22 May  • Bishop Graham and the senior staff of our Diocese  

• Funeral directors and crematorium staff  

23 - 29  May  • ‘Thy Kingdom come’ prayer movement - that together as Christians we seek God’s will 
for ourselves, our churches, our country and our ‘single island planet home’  

• The meeting of Deanery Synod this week, as we seek to work more closely together 
in our local area  

30 May - 5 June  • Thanksgiving for the life and service of Queen Elizabeth and for all celebrations of her 
Diamond Jubilee across the deanery  

 

 

St Benet’s at Waxham and Tunstead 
Deanery Digest – March, April & May 2022 

Dear friends 
Our deanery news this quarter coincides with the season of Lent.  A time when we look to dispel those 
things which cloud our relationship with God and focus on him more intentionally. 
Lent course and daily prayer 
This year, we are running a Lent course called “Meeting the Mystery” across the deanery in 3 different 
locations. Details are found in the newsletter. If you are able, please do come along and take part. This 
is an opportunity to get to know one another, to walk the way together as we encourage and learn 
from one another. Many thanks to Revd Taylor at St Benedict’s benefice being willing to run these 
sessions and for putting the course together.  And tying in with the diocesan vision that this year may 
be prayerful, please sign up for 40 prayers for 40 days, daily prayers for Lent from Suzanna Gunner, 
direct to your inbox each day on www.dioceseofnorwich.org.  Thinking further ahead, beyond Easter, 
there is also the opportunity to pray with Christians across the world as part of the wave of prayer from 
Ascension to Pentecost ‘Thy Kingdom come’ www.thykingdomcome.global 
Welcome 
We are delighted to welcome Revd David Warner who was licensed as Priest-in-charge of the North 
Walsham benefice (North Walsham, Edingthorpe, Worstead and Westwick) on the 13th February. We 
also look forward to the arrival of Revd Gary Noyes who will be licensed as Priest-in-charge of the 
Waterside group (Catfield, Ludham and Potter Heigham) on 6th March.  And, Revd David Chamberlin 
will be returning to Norfolk and we are delighted that he will be licensed to the united benefice of Kings 
Beck on the 8th May. We very much look forward to their ministry and life amongst us. Stalham and 
Smallburgh benefices continue in vacancy and are very much in our prayers. 
Thank you 
On a related note, I would like to thank all who have been working so hard with extra responsibility 
during the vacancies - Ministry teams, retired clergy, Churchwardens, PCC members, Administrators 
and Parish Reps to name but a few. There really are many hardworking and dedicated people in this 
deanery who give so much to the life of our church communities and wider parishes and I am grateful 
to you all. 
Deanery Synod 
At our meeting in February, members were invited to think about the purpose of the deanery, and how 
we can better support one another. If you have any thoughts about this, please be in touch with our 
Deanery Synod Secretary, Stephen on sten959ecw@gmail.com who will be delighted to add your ideas 
into the mix. 
Ukraine 
The events of these last few days in Ukraine have left many of us in a state of shock. We hold the people 
of Ukraine, as well as the wider implications, in our thoughts and prayers. At the time of writing, there 
are silent prayer vigils to be held in North Walsham and Wroxham, and many of our churches are open 
daily for prayer and quiet reflection. 
We hold our brothers and sisters in Christ in our prayers. 
Prayer Diary 
The deanery prayer diary is also included in the Deanery news. Please do make use of this. 
I am a firm believer that as we hold one another in prayer, God is at work to bring us closer together. 
If you need any further copies or larger print, please do be in touch with Stephen. 
May God bless and equip us as we journey together. 
With God’s blessing. Catherine Revd Canon Catherine Dobson.  Rector of The Coastal  
   Group Rural Dean, St Benet’s at Waxham and Tunstead 
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Mothers’ Union 
[Broadland Area]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The Friends of St Benet’s Abbey 
KING CNUT (Canute) and St Benet’s Abbey 
 
Cnut, born in 994, was a Dane who started his life being trained in the art of combat as a Viking warrior 
and a Pagan with his father Sweyn Forkbeard who attacked East Anglia several times. In 1013/14 they 
attacked Norwich and Thetford before turning to Lincoln, taking hostages as they went. After defeating 
the Saxon king, Ethelred, Sweyn Forkbeard proclaimed himself king of England, though was never 
crowned as such. Within six weeks Sweyn Forkbeard died suddenly in Gainsborough. According to 
legend, he had made demands for unfair taxes on the people who lived on St Edmund’s lands. St 
Edmund’s shrine at Bedricsworth (now known as Bury St Edmunds) was very significant and attracted 
a lot of pilgrims. The people prayed to St Edmund to release them from the tax burden. These prayers 
appeared to be answered when, early one morning, after a feast at Gainsborough in Lincolnshire, Sweyn 
cried out in agony - “I am struck by St Edmund”, immediately dying. His sudden death by ‘the saint’s 
spear’ when his tax demands were refused, brought increasing respect for St Edmund’s powers. St 
Edmund was England’s first Patron Saint until the 14th Century, when he was replaced by St George. 
The young Cnut, as an inexperienced military commander, returned to Denmark for a few years after 
his father’s death, but returned to the UK in 1016 with a large army and proceeded to seize large parts 
of the country. Cnut, by now a Christian, fought in several conflicts against King Edmund a Saxon ending 
in a final battle at Ashington in Essex on Oct 18, 1016. There was a great loss of life on both sides and a 
truce was declared with an agreement to divide the country into two parts until one of them died. 
Edmund died only a few weeks later, on 30th November 1016 and Cnut became King of all England, 
reigning from 1016 to his death in November 1035. 
 
Records show that King Cnut founded St Benet’s Abbey around 1019 by providing the holy men, living 
at Cowholme (the site of St Benet’s Abbey), with the parishes of Horning, Neatishead and Ludham. This, 
along with other endowments from the king’s wealthy friends & relatives, enabled the abbey to be 
established & flourish. There is a story, passed down through history, that King Cnut was visiting his 
royal estate near Horning, when he was told of the holy man, Wolfric, and his friends at Cowholm, and 
that they had been speaking slander against the King. Cnut travelled to meet them in disguise, dressed 
as a peasant, to see and hear for himself. Wolfric recognised who he was and welcomed him as his King, 
and with great respect. Cnut saw this as a sign from God and realised that Wolfric had been wronged. 
He decided that the site should become a Benedictine Abbey with Wolfric as the first abbot. One year 
after founding St Benet’s Abbey, Cnut ordered that 12 monks from St Benet’s Abbey, as well as several 
from Ely, and half the moveable furniture, books and other items be taken to Bedricsworth to found a 
Benedictine Abbey at the shrine of St Edmund. It is said that he did this to atone for his father’s sin 
against St Edmund (see below). It is interesting to note that St Benet’s Abbey’s history is linked so closely 
to that of Bury St Edmunds yet one went on to thrive as a busy market town and the other is now a few 
stones by the River Bure.Compiled from various sources by Marion Jackson Volunteer guide and Guide 
Coordinator for St Benet’s Abbey 
 

St Benet's Abbey will run a full programme of tours this season from May to 
September on Wednesdays, Saturdays & Sundays. We are always very pleased to 
hear from anyone who is interested in becoming a guide or volunteer at the site. 
There are many ways to get involved. If interested in finding out more about the 

various roles, please contact julesarmour@norfarchtrust. org.uk 

 

 

MOTHERS UNION 
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Coastal Group [www.coastalgoup.org.uk]                                           

Bacton, Happisburgh, Hempstead, Eccles & Lessingham, Hickling, Ridlington, Sea Palling & 
Waxham, Walcott, Witton]  
 
Bacton 

St Andrews Bacton are enjoying being back into church each Sunday and 

looking forward to Easter celebrations 

 
Happisburgh 

• 19th March HMS Invincible  Service, St Mary’s Church 12.00 noon. 

 

• Sun 17th/Mon 18th April. St 

Mary’s Church Tower open 

1.00 -4.00pm. 

• Sat 23rd April Coffee 

morning in the Church 

Rooms 10.30-12.30. 

Proceeds to Church organ 

funds.  

• Sat 7th May. St Mary’s. 

Church organ recital. 

7.30pm. Retiring donations 

welcome. 
 

 

 

Wroxham Benefice  
[Wroxham, Hoveton, Belaugh & Tunstead] 
 
St Mary, Wroxham  
 

COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF UKRAINE Free Coffee/tea and cake In Wroxham 
Church Hall Friday March 11th between 10am and 2 pm  

ALL donations to Ukraine And Government matched £1 to £1 PLEASE come along 
and support Ukraine  

If you can bring cakes please, please do! 
========================= 

Our next Coffee Morning is on Monday 14th March in Wroxham Church hall. Tea, 
coffee and stalls. 

Good conversation and time with friends.  
No charge, donations to the work of the church. 

 
Hoveton St John 
 
 You are welcome to join us for a Coffee Morning on Wednesday 9th March 10am 

in Church. Usual stalls, bric a brac etc Do come and join us. 
Other dates are  Wednesday April 13th,  Wednesday May 11th. From 10.00am. 
 

These are friendly ,relaxed mornings with scones & cakes. There will be a Bring & 
Buy Stall & Raffle. Everyone one welcome. 

 
A Prayer for Ukraine God of peace and justice, 
we pray for the people of Ukraine today. We 

pray for peace and the laying down of 
weapons. We pray for all those who fear for 
tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would 
draw near to them. We pray for those with 

power over war or peace, for wisdom, 
discernment and compassion to guide their 

decisions. Above all, we pray for all your 
precious children, at risk and in fear, that you 
would hold and protect them. We pray in the 

name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen 
 
 

  
  



United Benefice of King’s Beck  
[Banningham, Colby, Felmingham, Skeyton, Sloley, Suffield, Swanton Abbott & 
Tuttington] 

We are very pleased to say that after a successful day of interviews on the 
31st January, an appointment has been made and Revd. David Chamberlin 
will be joining our Benefice as part-time priest in May. Until that time, we 
are blessed to have Revd. John and Revd. Tom along with other visiting 
clergy, leading us in our worship on Sunday mornings. A Eucharistic service 
is held in one of our 8 churches at 10.00am each Sunday. The lay Ministry 
Team also conduct some of our services and in March, they will be leading 
the Mothering Sunday Service which will be a service for all the family. 

Our Ash Wednesday morning service 10.00am at Tuttington 

World Day of Prayer Service Friday 4th March 10.00am at Banningham 

Mothering Sunday Family Service 27th March 10.00am at Banningham 

There is an Easter Coffee Morning on Saturday 9th April at St. Andrew’s 
Felmingham 10.00am to 1.00pm.  

Easter Services 

Palm Sunday 10th April 10.00am at 
Skeyton 

Good Friday 15th April 3.00pm at Swanton 
Abbott 

Easter Sunday 17th April 10.00am at 
Suffield 

Heather McEwen 

Lay Chair. King’s Beck PCC 

 

Waterside Benefice  
[Catfield, Ludham, Potter Heigham] 
  

LIVE MUSIC RETURNS TO ST CATHERINE’S CHURCH, LUDHAM. 

One of the things that many people have most missed during the long pandemic has been 

the performance of live music. St Catherine’s church, Ludham is therefore extremely 

excited to announce the first concert in the church in well over 2 years, and a very special 

one at that. 

They are delighted to announce a concert to be given by The Norwich Consort of Voices 

which will take place on Friday 18th March at 7.3pm in the church. 

The Norwich Consort of Voices is the premier 
Norwich based professional classical vocal 
ensemble, which offers high quality classical 
vocal music and is comprised of some of the best 
classical singers and musicians in East Anglia. 

Their concert in St Catherine’s will “Welcome 
Spring”  as they bring an accapella programme of 
glorious music to welcome in the spring with 

works by Gibbons, Tallis, Mendlesson Vitoria, Willan and much more                 

 Tickets, £10 will be available on the door, in advance from Ludham Butchers or reserved by 
phone 01692 678060. 

 

 

We are 
hoping 
that 
The 

Norwich Consort of Voices will return to St. Catherine’s for another 
performance later in the year. Tickets for both concerts may be 
purchased at the reduced rate of £18. Please contact 01692 678060 
to reserve tickets or for further details. 

e…more…. 



North Walsham Benefice  
[North Walsham, Edingthorpe, Worstead & Westwick] 
 

We’re pleased that the Revd David Warner began work as our priest in 

charge on 13th Feb, and it was wonderful to have many deanery 

colleagues and friends at his installation. The Revd Penny Warner will 

soon begin work as a chaplain at the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital, and 

will also have permission to officiate in the Diocese.  

 

We are resuming much of the activity from ‘before Covid’ including the 

return of our Sunday Kids club and our Thursday Holy Communion 

service.  

 

We’re looking forward to joining in (and hosting) sessions of the deanery 

Lent course and to working ever more closely with deanery colleagues 

and congregations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefice of St Benedict 
[Ashmanhaugh, Barton Turf, Irstead, Horning, Neatishead] 
 

St Benet’s Deanery Lent Course – ‘Meeting the Mystery’ Join us in four sessions 
throughout Lent, as we journey deeper into the ‘mystery’ of Christianity and the 
beating heart of the spiritual life: a meeting with the living God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. Sundays – 13th, 20th & 27th March, 10th April at the Mill Suite, Horning 
Village Hall Tuesdays – 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th March 2pm at Happisburgh Rectory or 
6pm at North Walsham Church Hall. 
 
Benefice of St Benedict Legally imposed COVID precautions have been relaxed but 
we continue to monitor the COVID risk assessments in each of our churches against 
current government guidelines. Our churches remain open daily for services, visits, 
or individual private payer, but we encourage everyone using our churches to 
continue with certain precautions for the time being. In particular, please: • Check-
in using the QR code and the NHS App. • Clean your hands with the hand-gel 
provided, both when you enter, and when you leave. • Respect those who wish to 
continue to observe social distancing.  
 
Sunday Services for March 2022 
2nd Mar Ash Wednesday 10am HC Barton Turf  
    7pm HC Ashmanhaugh  
4th Mar World Day Of Prayer  9.45am Barton Turf  
6th Mar Lent 1    8am (BCP) HC BartonTurf 
    9.30am HC Irstead  
    11am HC Horning  
    11am MP Ashmanhaugh  
13th Mar Lent 2   9.30am HC BartonTurf  
    9.30am MP Neatishead  
    11am HC Horning 
20th Mar Lent 3   9.30am BHC Neatishead  
27th Mar Mothering Sunday 9.30am HC Ashmanhaugh  
    9.30am MP Horning  
    11am HC Irstead  
    4pm EW&T BartonTurf  
 



Key: HC Holy Communion MP Morning Prayer BHC Benefice Holy Communion EW&T 
Evening Worship and Tea (BCP) Book of Common Prayer 

 

  



Stalham Benefice 
[Stalham, Sutton, Ingham, East Ruston & Brunstead] 
 

St Mary’s Stalham for Deanery Digest 
  
The annual Christmas Tree Festival was held in December, with local 
businesses, clubs and societies decorating trees.  It was a great success, 
well attended and enjoyed despite concerns about Covid transmission, and 
raised a substantial sum for church funds. 
  
Christmas services were restricted throughout the Benefice, due to 
Covid.  In place of the traditional Crib Service, an outdoor Christingle 
service was well attended and greatly appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 ‘Think of 
us in this 
way, as 

servants of 
Christ and 

stewards of 
God’s 

mysteries…’ 
(1 Cor. 4.1)  

  
Join us in 

four 
sessions 

throughout 
Lent, as we 

journey 
deeper into 

the 
‘mystery’ of 
Christianity 

and the beating heart of the spiritual life: a meeting with the living God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.  

 
Schedule 

Each session is repeated three times throughout the Deanery, and a recorded version will 
be placed online. Sessions last an hour and a half (maximum) and include time for 

refreshments! 
Session 1: ‘The Mystery of Faith’. What is Christianity? 
Tuesday 8th March, 2pm (Happisburgh Rectory), 6pm (North Walsham Church Hall); Sunday 
13th March, 6pm (Horning Village Hall, the Mill Suite). 
Session 2: Meeting the Mystery: Living the Christian Year 
Tuesday 15th March, 2pm (Happisburgh Rectory), 6pm (North Walsham *in Church*); 
Sunday 20th March, 6pm (Horning Village Hall, the Mill Suite). 
Session 3: The Paschal Mystery: Life through the Cross 
Tuesday 22nd March, 2pm (Happisburgh Rectory), 6pm (North Walsham Church Hall); 
Sunday 27th March, 6pm (Horning Village Hall, the Mill Suite).  
Session 4: ‘Become the mystery’: Church, creation, hope 
Tuesday 29th March, 2pm (Happisburgh Rectory), 6pm (North Walsham Church Hall); Sunday 
*10th April* (Horning Village Hall, the Mill Suite). 
 

Questions? 
Please feel free to e-mail The Rev’d Taylor Wilton-Morgan (twiltonmorgan@gmail.com)  
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