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From the Rectory, Christow 

We’re nearly there. Lent has been a long road but now 

we can see before us the steep climb to the cross and 

a hint of the dawn of new life. Easter will soon be here! 

Easter celebrates rebirth. We remember Jesus’s 

resurrection into a life transformed – and we see signs 

of this rebirth, this new life, all around us, as seeds start 

shooting and birds sing to wake us to the promise of 

each new day. It is traditionally a time when Christians 

come to confirmation as an affirmation of the promises 

made by their parents and godparents when they were baptised. This 

rededication to the Christian life, blessed by a bishop, extends the invitation to 

share in Holy Communion and is open to all. Please speak to me or to Rev’d 

Eleanor if you would like to consider being confirmed. 

April is also the season when parishes generally hold their Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting (APCM), when everyone on the church electoral roll is invited 

to hear what has been happening over the last twelve months. It is also when 

the wider parish is invited to elect new churchwardens and representatives to 

the parochial church council (PCC). Getting involved in the running of your 

church is a great way to offer support and help shape its future.  

This year we shall be voting to formalise the governance of our group of 

parishes and give the protection of a legally constituted body to all involved 

with Mission Community services that are not linked to a specific parish. The 

current informal meeting of wardens which takes place three or four times a 

year to determine the schedule of services and other matters affecting all the 

parishes would become a Joint Council with defined responsibilities and limits 

to its authority. The agreement sets out specific protections for each parish: 

each church retains control over its finances and donations received. And a 

Joint Council would be able to claim Gift Aid on donations designated for it, for 

example, from Messy Church. We are seeking to formalise the existing 

situation rather than change anything; and above all this agreement protects 

the independence of each parish church. Copies of the proposed agreement 

will be posted on the AChurchNearYou websites and a print copy on the church 

noticeboards. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns. 
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Dates of APCMs: 

Ashton  Monday 25 April at 3pm in Ashton church 

Bridford  Wednesday 27 April at 2.30pm in Bridford church 

Christow  Tuesday 26 April at 7pm in Christow church 

Doddiscombsleigh Thursday 28 April at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh 

church 

Dunchideock  Friday 22 April at 6pm in the Village Hall 

(Dunsford’s APCM was held on Tuesday 22 March 2022) 

Revd. Ruth Frampton 

 

Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community 

The Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community includes the parishes of 

Ashton, Bridford, Christow, Doddiscombsleigh, Dunchideock and Dunsford. 

Rev’d Ruth Frampton (Rector) -  01647 253164 or tvhhrectory@yahoo.com. 

Rev’d Eleanor Oelmann - 07772 127598 or eleanoroelmann@gmail.com. 

Pastoral Care 

If you would like, or know someone who would be glad of, a call or “virtual” visit 

from Rev’d Frampton or Rev’d Oelmann, or another member of the church 

community, please contact the rectory (contact details above), or the Churches’ 

Administrator (see Getting in touch… below). 

Private Prayer: 

All our churches are open daily for visiting and private prayer. 

Sunday Services 

There is a 9am telephone service each Sunday - see details below for how to 

join.  

All our church buildings are open for public worship and details are provided in 

the separate schedule of services. Please check the “A Church Near You” 

website for your parish for updates (search for e.g. “A Church Near You 

Bridford”). 

Please do not hesitate to ask those welcoming you, or contact Ruth, Eleanor 

or Steve if you have questions about COVID safety in church. 

 

mailto:tvhhrectory@yahoo.com
mailto:eleanoroelmann@gmail.com
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Wednesday Evening Prayer 

There is a regular, short service of evening prayer each Wednesday at 6pm by 

telephone – see details below for how to join. 

For telephone services, you do not need internet access, but simply a landline 

or mobile telephone. Between 5 and 10 minutes before the service begins, 

please dial 0333 011 0616 and enter the code 334 7721, followed by the # key, 

when asked. You will also be asked to give your name. The cost of the call is 

the standard cost for any 01, 02 or 03 number, but will vary according to your 

telephone contract. It may well be covered by your “inclusive” minutes, or by 

free evening or weekend calls, but you are advised to check. 

Scattered Church – Home Communion – Thursday 28 April 

Rev’d Ruth and Rev’d Eleanor will be taking home communion to those who 

are not able to attend church. If you would like them to visit, please contact 

them (details above). 

Easter Services 

During Holy Week and Easter there are special services as follows: 

• Monday to Wednesday (11-13 April) – 6:00pm Evening Prayer by 

telephone 

• Maundy Thursday (14 April) – 6:00pm Eucharist and Washing of Feet at 

Dunsford 

• Good Friday (15 April): 

- 10:30am - Good Friday Passion of Our Lord at Christow 

- 3:00pm – Good Friday Meditation and Prayers at Dunchideock 

• Holy Saturday (16 April) – 8:00pm Easter Vigil at Bridford 

On Easter Sunday (17 April) there are services as follows: 

• 10:30am Easter Communion at Ashton, Bridford, Christow, 

Doddiscombsleigh and Dunsford 

• 3:00pm Easter Outdoor Family Service and Communion at Dunchideock 
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Lent Course 2022 

The final sessions of the Lent Course, exploring “prayer”, will be held on 

Wednesday 6 April at 4:00pm in the Christow Rectory and on Thursday 7 April 

at 7:30pm in St Mary’s, Dunsford. 

Lent Lunches - Dunsford 

The last two Lent Lunches will be held on Monday 4 and 11 April at the Walled 

Garden, Dunsford. Each session begins at 12:45pm with a short talk, followed 

by lunch. All welcome! 

Annual Parochial Church Meetings 

Each year every parish in the Church of England holds an Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting (APCM) to elect members to the Parish Church Council, 

review the past year and make other important decisions – see Ruth’s letter for 

more information, and for the dates for this year’s APCMs. 

Giving 

It is possible to make a donation towards the general mission and running costs 

of each of our six churches through an online giving page on the “A Church 

Near You” website – see https://www.achurchnearyou.com and search for the 

relevant parish. The “Give Now” button will enable you to make an online 

donation, which can also be Gift Aided. 

From the registers… 

Baptisms: 

19 February Lisa Warner, Georgia Orme and Ottillie Orme (Christow) 

20 February Skye Roberts (Dunsford) 

Weddings: 

26 March Paul Stanley and Laura Britton (Ashton) 

Funerals: 

28 February Raymond Wills (Christow) 

4 March Rita Symons – interment (Bridford) 

25 March Bernard Smale (Dunsford) 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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Getting in touch… 

If you wish to discuss plans for a postponed or future baptism/christening, 

banns of marriage, wedding, funeral, interment of ashes or memorial service, 

or have any other enquiry, please contact Steve Cook, the Churches’ 

Administrator, on 01392 832332 or email tvhchurches@gmail.com 

 
Dunchideock Church Calendar for April 2022 

Date Name Service Time 

3 Apr Lent 5 Holy Communion at Christow 10:30 

10 Apr Palm Sunday Holy Communion at Ashton or 
Doddiscombsleigh 

both 
10:30 

15 Apr Good Friday Meditation & Prayers at Dunchideock 

Sidesperson: Steve Cook 

Reader: Tina Cook 

Readings: to be chosen 

15:00 

16 Apr Holy Saturday Easter Vigil at Bridford 20:00 

17 Apr Easter Sunday Family Service with Communion 

Sidesperson: Shirley Phillips 

Readers: Elizabeth Jenne & Ray Mallett 

Readings: to be chosen 

15:00 

24 Apr Easter 2 Holy Communion at Bridford 10:30 

 
Flower arranging 
23 and 30 Apr – Ann Asplin 
 
Church cleaning 
14 or 16 Apr – Heather Ellis and Liz Anderson 
 

Haldon Grange Open Gardens – National Garden Scheme 

Dunchideock, EX6 7YE 

The garden will be open this year from 13:00 to 17:00 every Saturday and 

Sunday from 12 Mar to 12 Jun, as well as on Wed 30 Mar, Mon 18 Apr, 

Wed 27 Apr, Mon 2 May, Wed 11 May, Wed 25 May, Thu 2 Jun and Fri 3 Jun. 

Admission £6 for adults, children free. Visitors are welcome to bring a picnic. 

Wheelchair access, plant sales, teas. More information at https://ngs.org.uk/.  

mailto:tvhchurches@gmail.com
https://ngs.org.uk/
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Dunchideock Directory 
Bus Service: Country Bus – Service 360 – www.countrybusdevon.co.uk 
T: 01626 833664 E: info@countrybusdevon.co.uk 
Church: 
Rector: Rev’d Ruth Frampton, The Rectory, Dry Lane, Christow, EX6 7PE 

T: 01647 253164 E; tvhhrectory@yahoo.com 
Administrator: Steve Cook, Webberton Meadows, Dunchideock, EX2 9TX 

T: 01392 832332 E: tvhchurches@gmail.com 
Citizens Advice Bureau: T: 0808 278 7845 (freephone) – no face-to-face service currently 
Devon County Council: 
Website: www.devon.gov.uk 
General: E: customer@devon.gov.uk T: 0845 155 1015 
Highways: E: csc.roads@devon.gov.uk T: 0345 155 1004 
County Councillor: Alan Connett T: 07843 013705 E: alan.connett@devon.gov.uk 
Doctors:  
Ide Lane Surgery:  www.idelanesurgery.nhs.uk 

T: 01392 428900 (appointments) 01392 439868 (emergencies, results 
etc) 

St Thomas Health Centre: https://www.stthomasmedicalgroup.co.uk 
T: 01392 676676 or 01392 676606 E: stthomas@nhs.net 

Electricity:  Western Power - www.westernpower.co.uk 
T: 0800 6783 105 (emergencies, power failures) 0800 096 3080 (general) 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/dunchideockvillage 
MP: Mel Stride T: 020 7219 7037 E: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council: there are currently no parish councillors or parish clerk 
Teignbridge District Council: 
Website: www.teignbridge.gov.uk 
General: T: 01626 361101 Out-of-hours emergency: 01395 516854 
Waste Collection: https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/bin-

collections/when-are-my-bins-and-boxes-collected/ 
Cllr Alison Foden E: Alison.foden@teignbridge.gov.uk 
Cllr Charles Nuttall T: 07486 041108 E: Charles.nuttall@teignbridge.gov.uk 
Cllr Andrew Swain T: 07756 253908 E: andrew.swain@teignbridge.gov.uk 
Police: Devon & Cornwall Police - www.devon-cornwall.police.uk 
Telephone: Emergency: 999  Other: 101  Fraud and Internet Crime: 0300 123 2040  
Village Hall: 
Chair:  Karen Robson T: 01392 832105 E: karen.robson18@gmail.com 
Bookings:  Peter Doyle T: 01392 833936 E: peterdoyle17@aol.com  
Water: South West Water - www.southwestwater.co.uk 
T: 0344 346 2020 (emergencies) 0344 346 1010 (accounts/general enquiries) 
Website: www.dunchideock.org.uk 
 
Please contact Steve Cook (01392 832332 or tvhchurches@gmail.com) with any 
corrections, additions etc) 
 

http://www.countrybusdevon.co.uk/
mailto:info@countrybusdevon.co.uk
mailto:tvhhrectory@yahoo.com
mailto:tvhchurches@gmail.com
http://www.devon.gov.uk/
mailto:customer@devon.gov.uk
mailto:csc.roads@devon.gov.uk
mailto:alan.connett@devon.gov.uk
http://www.idelanesurgery.nhs.uk/
https://www.stthomasmedicalgroup.co.uk/
mailto:stthomas@nhs.net
http://www.westernpower.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/dunchideockvillage
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/bin-collections/when-are-my-bins-and-boxes-collected/
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/bin-collections/when-are-my-bins-and-boxes-collected/
mailto:Alison.foden@teignbridge.gov.uk
mailto:Charles.nuttall@teignbridge.gov.uk
mailto:andrew.swain@teignbridge.gov.uk
http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/
mailto:karen.robson18@gmail.com
mailto:peterdoyle17@aol.com
http://www.southwestwater.co.uk/
http://www.dunchideock.org.uk/
mailto:tvhchurches@gmail.com
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TEIGN VALLEY MEN'S SHED – STARTING THIS MONTH! 
 
Thanks to the generosity of Embercombe in making a workshop space 
available, funding (see details below) and the generous time and skills of a 
number of volunteers in helping to set things up, we are planning to hold our 
first session on Wednesday 20 April from 9:30am to 1:30pm. Coffee and tea 
will be available – bring a packed lunch if you would like to stay for chat at the 
end. Transport is available if required – contact details below. 
 
What would I be coming along to? 
“Sheds" are kitted-out community spaces where men can enjoy practical 
hobbies. They’re about making friends, learning and sharing skills - and for a 
bit of banter over a cup of coffee or tea. The initial focus will be on woodwork, 
but this could broaden depending on the available skills. This might include: 

• continuing work to set up and improve our workshop 

• small-scale set projects with the potential to generate some income to 
cover running costs 

• individuals being able to undertake their own projects 
 

Later in the year we hope to introduce a regular programme of visiting speakers 
who can share skills and interests. 
 
There is a £15 joining fee, and a session fee of £4 for each session. You are 
welcome to attend two “taster sessions” at £4 each, before committing to 
joining. If you want to come along just for coffee or tea, and see what’s going 
on, that’s also fine – no charge! 
 
For further details or to register an interest, or to arrange transport, please 
email tvmensshed@gmail.com 
 
If you have some unwanted tools (in good condition!) or good quality, unwanted 
wood that we could use - then please also contact us (details above) - we’ll 
arrange for someone to call and see if we could take them off your hands! 
 
Everyone is welcome - don’t miss an opportunity to meet new friends and 
learn/share some practical skills. 
 
The Teign Valley Men’s Shed has received funding from the Lottery Fund, the 
Devon Communities Fund and the Mid-Devon Healthcare Trust 

mailto:tvmensshed@gmail.com
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The Garden Room 
◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆ 

A warm welcome awaits you in The Garden Room 

For Coffee, Cake and Good company! 
◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆ 

On: Tuesday April 5
th
 & 19

th
 2022 

In the comfort of The Lord Haldon Country Hotel 

Dunchideock 

From: 10:30 am until 12:00 midday 

Every two weeks thereafter 
◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆ 

Everyone Welcome! 

 

Lifts available if required please contact: 

Anne Taylor: 01392 833282 

Email: annehtaylor2@hotmail.com 

Or     

Shirley Phillips: 07503183224 Tea/Coffee: £1:50 

Email: Shirley_J_Phillips@hotmail.com Cake: £1:50 

mailto:annehtaylor2@hotmail.com
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MOMENTS OF LOVING-KINDNESS:  Improve your health through cultivating 

your own Mindfulness practice - an evidence based secular approach, bringing 

you awareness and therefore choice, as opposed to being on autopilot and feeling 

you’re not in control!  The Loving-Kindness meditation is a practice 

interconnected with love, empathy, understanding, and kindness.  Learn to 

envelope anxiety, stress and pain with loving-kind compassion.  Find out more: 

learn Mindfulness practice; or refresh your practice; join our weekly Meditation 

group - get in touch with me  shirley@exetermindfulness.com 

Shirley Phillips 

 
Art Classes – Sketching Preparation at Shillingford Village Hall 

Spring has sprung, so it's time for artists to dig out their outdoor sketching gear, 
and get out into the lovely Devon countryside.  At Shillingford Village Hall we 
will be looking at sketching techniques in pencil, pen and watercolour washes 
in preparation for summer's expeditions.  All welcome. Classes begin on Friday 
April 29th at 10am. £48 for the four-week term, £45 for over 60s.  For more 
details ring 01626 891245 or visit https://www.mikemcdonald.co.uk/ 

Mike McDonald 
 

 

Advance Information 

We are planning a Dawn Chorus event in Shillingford 

Wood at 4.30am (yes, am) on Sunday 8th May. There 

will be a commentary interpreting the different bird 

songs as the dawn breaks. If you are interested in 

attending put the date in your diary now. Full details 

in the next edition of Country News. 

  

mailto:shirley@exetermindfulness.com
https://www.mikemcdonald.co.uk/
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THE HIRTZELS OF SHILLINGFORD LODGE 

In the late summer of 1873, Mr George Hirtzel, a solicitor who dwelt with his 

family at Shillingford Lodge in the hamlet of Shillingford Abbot, appeared before 

the St. Thomas Local Board to report a very dangerous “nuisance” near his 

home.  It had apparently been the practice of local farmers for the past year or 

so to buy the refuse of the city of Exeter – rotting animal and vegetable matter 

- for the purpose of manuring their fields, and this was deposited in the lanes 

near the fields in which it was to be used.  And although this practice had 

recently become more prevalent, he had not complained (it being a farming 

practice) until one of his children had become dangerously ill, apparently after 

coming into contact with a pile of this decaying refuse.   

   George Hirtzel’s law practice was based in Queen 

Street, Exeter, but he and his wife Ellen had moved out of 

Exeter with their four children to enjoy country life at 

Shillingford Lodge in 1866 or 1867.  George (seen on the 

left as he looked in 1870) was a third-generation Devonian, 

the great-grandson of Swiss immigrant John James Hirzel, 

who had been born in 1720 in Winterthur, a city northeast 

of Zurich, near the German border.   John James Hirzel 

(later spelt as Hirtzel) had moved to Devon as a young 

man and married there.  George’s grandfather, a wine 

merchant also named George,  and his father Henry -  Official Assignee at the 

Court of Bankruptcy - had both been born in Exeter.  Young George had been 

born there as well, and had grown up at Friars Lodge, the family house near 

Colleton Crescent  in Exeter.  

Five more children had been born to George and Ellen Hirtzel after they had 

moved to Shillingford Lodge.   The week before he appeared before the St. 

Thomas Local Board,  some of George’s children had taken a walk down the 

lane leading from Shillingford Abbot to Mr Hussey’s Waybrook Farm (now 

known as Waybrook Lane) where a heap of this “nuisance” had been dumped, 

and on returning home had complained of feeling ill.  Following dinner, one of 

the younger boys became exceedingly sick, had eaten little since and 

according to the medical practitioner who had attended him he ‘remained in a 

very dangerous state’.  

George had therefore called the local Inspector of Nuisances, Mr. Dey, to check 

the refuse heap and take action.   In the early 19th century, increasing concerns 

about public health had led to the passing of a Nuisances Removal and 

Diseases Prevention Act in 1846.  This legislation gave individual parishes the 

power to deal with threats to public health. They duly appointed Inspectors of 

Nuisances, who were the 19th century environmental health inspectors.   An 

Inspector of Nuisances was employed by the parish to inspect for offensive 

conditions (known as “nuisances”) that were in breach of the law - bad sanitary 
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conditions, smells, privies, gutters, refuse heaps etc.    A couple of years later, 

under the Public Health Act, towns were able to form a local board district, and 

one of the earliest had been Exeter St. Thomas the Apostle Local  Board 

District, created in 1849.  It covered the same area as the St Thomas Poor Law 

Union –  about 30 parishes surrounding the city of Exeter, including Exminster 

and Shillingford St. George, and its Board had appointed their own Inspector 

of Nuisances.  

By the 1850s, the appointment of an Inspector of Nuisances in each area was 

compulsory, and his duties had expanded to include checking food unfit for 

human consumption. He acted as the “man on the street” for the Board’s 

Medical Officer of Health (M.O.H.), gathering evidence in the form of refuse, 

rotten fish and meat, and milk diluted with dirty water. 

Unfortunately, in this case, Inspector Dey had failed to find the refuse heap in 

Waybrook Lane, as he had visited the wrong place, so the Chairman of the 

Board recommended that the parties made a second visit together to make 

sure that it was properly identified and dealt with, which seems to have satisfied 

George Hirtzel. 

Perhaps the delights of country life palled for the Hirtzels – whether this 

experience had influenced their decision to move back to Exeter is unclear, but 

by 1875, George Hirtzel was trying to re-let Shillingford Lodge and in 

September 1876, it was being advertised for sale.  Messrs. Hussey and Sons, 

auctioneers based at Waybrook Farm, were to auction the property at the 

Queen’s Hotel, Exeter on 4th of October.  Shillingford Lodge was still part of the 

Palk family’s Haldon Estate, but was held on a lease for 99 years or 3 lives, a 

form of lease which was still common in Devon at the time.  So, George Hirtzel 

was presumably attempting to sell the remainder of the term of his 99 year 

lease.  

The newspaper advertisements gave a detailed picture of the property at the 

time.  It was described there as a “charming cottage ornée” comprising 3 sitting 

rooms, 7 bed and dressing rooms, and a water closet on the first floor, with a 

kitchen, scullery, larder, pantry, dairy and other service rooms on the ground 

floor.  A cottage orné was a rustic building of picturesque design, popular during 

the Romantic movement of the late 18th and early 19th centuries.   It was set 

in 3 acres of land, with fruit and vegetable gardens, lawn, shrubberies, a 

greenhouse and a gardener’s cottage.  There was also a coach-house for 3 

carriages, a stable, fowl-house, piggery and cowsheds; the property had its 

own pump of spring water and a tank of soft water. 
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Above is an early sketch of Shillingford Lodge, which in the 1870s was said to 

command a beautiful view of Peamore Woods.  

Advertisements offering Shillingford Lodge for sale or to let continued to appear 

in Exeter newspapers from October 1876 through to June 1877, so George 

Hirtzel must have found it hard to sell the lease.   But by November 1877 

George and his wife had moved back to Exeter, and in April 1881 they were 

living in 2 St. Leonards Place in the parish of Exeter St Leonard, with 7 of their 

11 children.   Three of the Hirtzel boys who had been born while the family lived 

at Shillingford Lodge were boarding in Wonford Road, Exeter St. Leonard, at a 

small private school run by Miss Anne Braithwaite.    George Hirtzel was an 

Alderman, and in 1879 he had served as Under Sheriff for Exeter, an annual 

appointment whereby he had to attend the courts of assize and quarter 

sessions.  Outside of his profession, he had been a founder member of the 1st 

Rifle Volunteers, and was also secretary of the Western Counties Musical 

Association.    

By 1891 he had retired as a solicitor, and had moved his family to Sea Lawn 

Terrace in Dawlish, where he was still living in 1901.  He had continued to work 

- as auditor for the Devon and Exeter Savings Bank and the Commercial Union 

Insurance Company, and Clerk to the Commissioners of Income and Land Tax 

for East Axminster. 

And what happened to the five Hirtzel children – four sons and a daughter -  

who had been born at Shillingford Lodge?  Sadly, three of the sons were lost 

as a result of war, and two of these died in South Africa during the Boer War.   
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Third son, Arthur Francis Hirtzel (left), who had been born 

in Shillingford in October 1867 and had attended Exeter 

Grammar School, had spent his youth in Canada with two 

of his brothers.  The tract of Canadian Government land 

they had taken up proved unprofitable, so Arthur had 

returned to England and sailed for South Africa to seek his 

fortune there.  He had become a commission agent selling 

oil and steel to the South African mines, had converted his 

business into a financial company, and had eventually 

made a lot of money in West and South Africa. He had only 

returned to South Africa to wind up his affairs there.  The news of his death at 

the age of only 34 came without any warning by cable – he had died in 

Johannesburg, leaving a widow and one son. 

George Hirtzel’s sixth son Guy Dashwood Hirtzel (right), 

born in Shillingford in  1872, had joined the British Navy after 

attending school at Crediton Grammar, and for some years 

had been first officer on the naval training ship “Mercury” .  

He had left the navy at Gibraltar and volunteered for the front 

during the Boer War; while serving there with Kitchener’s 

Horse, he was seriously wounded.   He became an officer in 

Kitchener’s Horse, and was a Lieutenant in the South African Constabulary 

when he died of enteric fever at Tafelkop, in Limpopo province, while on trek 

in what the newspaper described as ‘a very unhealthy area’.  He died only a 

week after his brother Arthur, aged 29 years.   

Their brother Burnard Turner Hirtzel, who had been born in Shillingford in 

September 1871, also fought in the Boer War and survived, but was killed in 

action in July 1915, during the First World War, while serving as a sergeant in 

King Edward’s Horse. His name is recorded on the Ploegsteert Memorial in 

Belgium. 

Their father George Hirtzel, who was still alive at the time and living in Exmouth, 

had three sons and a grandson serving in World War I.  Fortunately the other 

two sons and the grandson survived the war.   One of these sons – Henry 

Melchior Hirtzel – had been the fourth son born in Shillingford, in 1870.  Like 

his brother Arthur he had initially settled in Canada, but had later served in the 

Boer War as a staff sergeant in the South African Constabulary, and had 

survived.  During the First World War he served in 1915 with the Witwatersrand 

Rifles in German South West Africa, and later with the 3rd South African Infantry 

in France, where he was captured by the Germans in July 1916 during the 

Battle of Delville Wood, and held as a prisoner of war for several years.   He 

married in middle age after returning to South Africa, and died there in 1948. 

The only Hirtzel daughter born at Shillingford Lodge was named Beatrice 

Caroline; born in 1869, she married a solicitor from Hampstead, Middlesex 
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named Reginald Talbot in 1894, and they had two daughters.   In 1912, 

Beatrice moved to the United States with her two teenage daughters and 

settled in Dallas, Texas; she and her husband divorced, and like all of her 

brothers who had been born in Shillingford, Beatrice died far from her birthplace 

in June 1930, in Dallas.   One of her daughters had died in Dallas at the age of 

18, and the other became an artist and draughtswoman, and never married.  

Although she became an American citizen, this daughter returned to live in 

England later in life. 

Jan Wood, Shillingford Local History Society

 

MOMENTS OF CALM:  Do you find your lifestyle is pretty full of ‘doing’ at work 

and at play.  Lots of distractions, not giving you a break?  Are you suffering from 

anxiety symptoms, trying to manage stress? 

Improve your health through cultivating your own Mindfulness practice - an 

evidence based approach that uses the free resources within yourself!   

Choose to have moments of calm every day!  Restore well-being! 

If you wish to: find out more; learn Mindfulness practice; refresh your practice; 

or join a weekly Mindfulness Meditation group - get in touch with me,  

shirley@exetermindfulness.com 

 

mailto:shirley@exetermindfulness.com
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Shillingford St George Church Calendar for April 2022 
 
Date Name Service Time 

3 April Lent 5 Morning Praise 9.30 

Sidesmen Di and Eric   

Reader Di and Nick   

Readings Philippians 3:4b-14 John 12:1-8  

Prayers Christopher Ash Court & St George’s Terrace  

Date Name Service Time 

10 April Lent 6 Palm Sunday Holy Communion  9.30 

Sidesman Liz   

Readers Rosemary and Derek   

Reading Philippians 2:5-11 Matthew 21:1-11  

Prayers Nick The Willows & Ilex Close  

Date Name Service Time 

14 April Maundy Thursday Communion Service at 
Alphington 

7.30pm 

Date Name Service Time 

15 April Good Friday Devotional Service 11.00am 

Sidesman Nick   

Date Name Service Time 

17 April Easter Day Holy Communion 9.30 

Sidesman Nick   

Readers Tam and Ken   

Reading 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 Luke 24:1-12  

Prayers Clergy Our Mission Community with 
Alphington & Ide 

 

Date Name Service Time 

24 April Easter 2 St George’s Day Patronal Service 
Holy Communion 

9.30 

Sidesman Norman   

Readers Norman   

Reading Revelation 1:4-8 John 20:19-31  

Prayers Delia Manstree Lane & Manstree 
Terrace 

 

Date Name Service Time 

1 May Easter 3 Morning Praise 9.30 

Sidesmen Eric and Di    

Readers Nick   

Reading Revelation 5:11-14 John 21:1-19  

Prayers Christopher Glebe Lane & Place Farm Area  
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Shillingford Church Notices 

Lunches in Lent 

The last of our Lunches in Lent this year will be held in the Village Hall on 
Wednesday 6 April (opposite week to Open Door Café) from 12:15 to 13:30. 
The cost is £5 and the money raised used to support the church finances. 
Please book your place through the churchwarden on 01392 832660, or on the 
list at the back of church. 

All proceeds from the second Lunch were donated to the Red Cross Appeal for 
Ukraine; and any additional donations at this lunch will be added to the 
donation. 

Easter Services 

Palm Sunday is 10 April; and Palm Crosses will be handed out at this Holy 
Communion service. 

Maundy Thursday 14 April; there will be a Holy Communion service at 
Alphington at 7.30pm 

Good Friday 15 April; there will be a Devotional Service at each of the three 
churches in the Mission Community: 11am at Shillingford; 1pm at Ide; 3pm at 
Alphington. 

Easter Sunday: Holy Communion will be held in Shillingford church on Sunday 
17th April at 9.30.  Tea, coffee and Easter Biscuits will be provided after the 
service.  All are welcome to this service. 

St George’s Day Celebrations 

On the fourth Sunday of a very busy April, we have our Patronal Holy 
Communion Service at 9.30am to commemorate St George’s Day.  

This will be followed on Monday 25 April by our St George’s Supper in the 
Village Hall at 7pm. Tickets will be £10, available on the door; but please let 
the Churchwarden or Di & Eric Trout know beforehand if you intend to be there 
so we can prepare sufficient food and lay enough places! 

Annual Church Meeting 

The APCM will take place in church on Tuesday 5 April at 2.00pm 
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Photograph of a Dunnock (Prunella modularis) by Trevor Ridgers 

  
 

 Shillingford Litterpick 12th March 

15 people turned out at the village hall to help with the litterpick.  We were 

divided into groups of two or three and we covered the whole of both villages, 

collecting lots of litter and leaving the verges looking clean.  

We returned to the Village Hall to enjoy cakes and tea prepared for us by Sally 

Lebatteux.  We sat around and chatted while Sally made sure that we were 

well fed. 

Peter Barwell 
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SHILLINGFORD WILDLIFE GROUP 

ABSOLUTELY BRILLIANT  …… 

probably the best words to describe local 

photographer Trevor Ridgers’ presentation 

of his images of local wildlife. There were 

plenty of oohs and aahs from the audience 

of 37, in Shillingford Village Hall, as they saw 

wonderful images of dippers at Steps Bridge 

to squirrels in his back garden. Perhaps the 

most dramatic images were of a red kite, 

eating its prey, while in flight over the 

proposed landfill site. Trevor’s commentary 

was informative and humorous showing his 

knowledge and enthusiasm.  

Following an interval Trevor showed a video recording of the pair of barn owls that 

have taken up residence in a nest box, installed by the Shillingford Wildlife Group, in 

a local barn. Let’s hope barn owls become permanent local residents. 

£127 was raised to fund further wildlife initiatives and everybody looks forward to 

further wildlife Talks and Events in the parish now that, hopefully, we are returning 

to normal after the pandemic. 

 

 

 
 

  

A man's coerced confession to an I.R.A. bombing he did not commit 

results in the imprisonment of his father as well. An English lawyer 

fights to free them.  

Staring Daniel Day-Lewis and Emma Thompson 

And a Tom and Jerry short 

The event is free but ice creams will be available at their usual 

prices 
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Shillingford Parish Church  

2022 

Holy Week 
Services 

 

 

10 April 

PALM SUNDAY 
9.30am Holy Communion 

 

14 April 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7.30pm Holy Communion 

at Alphington 
 

15 April 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Devotional Services 
11am Shillingford 

1pm Ide 
3pm Alphington 

 

Sunday 17 April 

EASTER DAY 
9.30am Holy Communion 

 

 

All Welcome 
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Open Door Café at Shillingford Village Hall 

13 April – 10:30-12:30 (anniversary celebrations) 
27 April – 10:30-12:00 
11 May – 10:30-12:00 
25 May – 10:30-12:00 

On Wednesday 13th April we will be celebrating the 12th Anniversary of the 

opening of the Open Door Café. We welcome everyone to share the      

occasion with coffee, cake and glasses of bubbly! 

Do come and join us, 

Daphne and Wendy 

SHILLINGFORD WILDLIFE WARDENS 

A Wildlife Warden Scheme is run by Action on Climate in Teignbridge (ACT) 
Ecology Group working closely with Teignbridge District Council to achieve a 
Net Zero District with increased and thriving wildlife. Over 30 parishes and 
wards in Teignbridge now have Wildlife Wardens and in Shillingford the role 
will be shared between Steve Dummett and Peter Lovell. After initial training 
they will be working with the Parish Council and local residents on initiatives to 
encourage and protect wildlife. They will be supported by the Shillingford 
Wildlife Group to make Shillingford a wildlife friendly parish. Watch out for more 
news! 

Ian Merrett 

 

Shillingford Village Hall Management Committee invite you to our AGM on 
Tuesday 24th May at 7.15 pm. 
It's your opportunity to find out what it's all about and for you to bring any 
suggestions along with you.  
If you feel you would like to help further, you could join our team who keep the 
Village Hall running in the best way we can for the community. 
We look forward to seeing you -  thank you! 

Alison Price 

QUEEN'S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION 

SHILLINGFORD VILLAGE HALL                             Saturday 4th June  

Three Competitions to Enter! 

• For the Under 12s - A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN ON A PLATE ... FIT FOR A QUEEN 

• An 8" CAKE DECORATED FOR A ROYAL OCCASION 

• PHOTOGRAPHS (6 x 4) - AROUND THE VILLAGES 

Categories: 1. Wildlife – 2. People – 3. Landscape 
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From your District Councillors and County Councillor 

On Feb 11 our District Councillor Alison Foden handed in the 2000 strong 
Petition to save the county farms including Markham’s Farm from being sold 
for building by Devon County Council. We think the county farms estate is an 
important asset that should not be sold off. 

We were recently proud to vote for Teignbridge to oppose the Police Crime and 
Sentencing Bill. This dangerous legislation blurs the definition of legal protest, 
leaving those who speak out against government risking of up to 52 weeks in 
prison, for carrying a banner or being too noisy, with no clear definition of what 
is "reasonable". 

Please contact us if there is anything we can help with. 

Thank you 
 

Teignbridge District Councillors: Andy Swain, Alison Foden and 
Charles Nuttall and County Councillor Alan Connett 

                                                        

 

 

BORED WITH THE 

TELEVISION? 

 

 

                       

                          SOCIABLE? 

 

 

 

        ENJOY PLAYING CARDS? 

 

 

 

THEN JOIN US IN SHILLINGFORD VILLAGE 

HALL EVERY FRIDAY EVENING (Except Film 

Nights) FOR A FRIENDLY GAME OF WHIST.   NOTHING TOO 

SERIOUS, PLAYED FOR FUN. 

7.00 – 9.00PM 

JUST TURN UP 
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Villages Diary 

 
Date Time Event Place 

April 

Mon 4 12:45 Lent Lunch Dunsford ‘Walled Garden’ 

Tue 5 10:30-12:00 Coffee Morning Lord Haldon Hotel 

Tue 5 14:00 Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting 

Shillingford Church 

Wed 6 12:15 Lent Lunch Shillingford Village Hall 

Fri 8 19:00-21:00 Whist Shillingford Village Hall 

Wed 13 10:30-12:30 Open Door Café 
Anniversary Celebration 

Shillingford Village Hall 

Fri 15 19:00-21:00 Whist Shillingford Village Hall 

Sat 16 14:30 Church decorating for 
Easter 

Dunchideock Church 

Sun 17 11:00 Easter Egg Hunt Dunchideock Village Hall 

Sun 17 15:00 Family Service Dunchideock Church 

Tue 19 10:30-12:00 Coffee Morning Lord Haldon Hotel 

Tue 19 17:00-18:00 Villages Prayer Stonehouse, Christow 

Wed 20 09:30-13:30 Teign Valley Men’s Shed Embercombe 

Fri 22 18:00 Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (PCC 
afterwards) 

Dunchideock Church 

Fri 22 19:00-21:00 Whist Shillingford Village Hall 

Sat 23 15:00-17:00 Afternoon Tea Dunchideock Village Hall 

Mon 25 19:00 St. George’s Supper Shillingford Village Hall 

Wed 27 10:30-12:00 Open Door Café Shillingford Village Hall 

Fri 29 19:30 Shillingford Film Night – 
‘In the Name of the 
Father’ 

Shillingford Village Hall 

Fri 29 19:45 Dunchideock Film Night Dunchideock Village Hall 

    

May 

Sun 8 04:30 Dawn Chorus event Shillingford Wood 

Wed 11 10:30-12:00 Open Door Café Shillingford Village Hall 

Tue 24 19:15 SVH Management 
Committee AGM 

Shillingford Village Hall 

Wed 25 10:30-12:00 Open Door Café Shillingford Village Hall 

June 

Fri 3  Dinner & Dance 
(changed New Year’s 
Eve party) 

Lord Haldon Hotel 

Sat 4 14:30 Jubilee Cream Tea Shillingford Village Hall 
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Shillingford St George & Shillingford Abbot 

Rector:   Revd. Mike Partridge, The Rectory, Alphington, 
(day off Thursday) EX2 8XJ. Tel: 01392 491476 or 07751 725306 
    Email: rector@alphingtonstmichaels.org 
 

Churchwarden:  Mr. N. Mansell 
    Tel: 01392 832660 
    Email: sa5632@btinternet.com 
 

Dunchideock 

Rector:   Revd. Ruth Frampton, The Rectory, Christow, 
(day off Thursday) EX6 7PE. Tel: 01647 253164 
    Email: tvhhrectory@yahoo.com 
 

Curate:   Revd. Eleanor Oelmann 
    Email: eleanoroelmann@gmail.com  
 

Churches Administrator: Steve Cook 
     Tel: 01392 832332 
     Email: tvhchurches@gmail.com  
 

Country News 

Editors for April:   Tam Mucklow and Edmund Gooch 
 

Editor for May:   Tom Tompkins (01392 832352) 
     gwenandtom@btinternet.com 
 

Front Cover:   Judith Travell (01392 832600) 
     jhtravell@hotmail.com 
 

Advertising Editor:  Michelle Saunders (07856 663696) 
     maunderhill@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer:    Mrs. E. Jenne (01392 832240) 
     candejenne@btinternet.com 
 

Main Distributors:  Mr. P. & Mrs. L. Wareham / Mrs. E. Jenne  
 
Articles for inclusion in the May edition of Country News should be passed to 
the Editor by 15 April. 
 
Classified Adverts: £1 for up to three lines (for one issue). 
Box Adverts: Full page £16 for one issue or £120 for one year (10 issues), 
or pro rata for half-page or quarter-page adverts. 
 
All advertisements should be sent to the Advertising Editor, who will forward 
them to the Editor for that month. Payments should be made in advance to 
the Treasurer. 
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