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Parochial Church Council of 
Blagreaves, St. Andrew — Annual Report for 2021 

Aims and purposes  
Blagreaves, St. Andrew's P.C.C. (the P.C.C.) 
has the responsibility of co-operating with 
the incumbent, in promoting in the 
ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of 
the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social 
and ecumenical.   

The P.C.C. is the Managing Trustee for the 
Parish Centre of Worship at St. Andrew's 
Church, Blagreaves Lane, Littleover, Derby, 
DE23 1PX, for which the Derby Diocesan 
Board of Finance Limited is the Custodian 
Trustee.  

Rev’d Alicia Dring is Priest-in-Charge of 
this Parish and is also Vicar of St. Peter’s, 
Littleover. 

Rev’d Rachael Brooks is Curate in Littleover 
and Blagreaves Parishes and was ordained 
Priest on 26th June 2021 after a period as 
Deacon. 

Objectives and activities 
The Church was closed for worship from 
Sunday March 22nd 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Following the 
resolution passed by the Annual Meeting 
held in October 2020, the building has 
remained closed for services, apart from 
two funerals of church members held in 
November 2020 and January 2021. 

The proposed merger is now being dealt 
with by the Diocesan Authorities. 

 

Achievements and performance: 
Report from the Priest in Charge 
Rev’d Alicia Dring 
St Andrew’s congregation have been 
worshipping at St Peter’s Church Littleover 
either in person or via Zoom and a number 
of people have participated in services and 
other groups. 

The parish merger continues to progress, 
though this process has been frustratingly 

slow, it is hoped that the Parish of 
Blagreaves, St Andrew will be closed by 
Christmas 2022.  The parish area up to 
Stenson Road will go to St Peter’s 
Littleover, and the land on the other side of 
Stenson Road, to St Giles’ Old Normanton.  
This will be the land originally donated by 
the parishes to create St Andrew’s and so it 
was considered appropriate to return what 
had originally been sacrificially given. 

Officers from St Andrew’s and St Peter’s 
have been working together to formulate a 
new Mission Action Plan to address the 
wider mission needs of the proposed new 
parish – it is important for both groups to 
be invested in the work together, that we 
may be attuned to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit and consider what needs may be met 
by future missional work. 

It is hoped that we will also be able to work 
alongside brothers and sisters in Christ 
from St Giles’ with their BMO (Bishop’s 
Mission Order) to Blagreaves which is yet 
to be approved.  Clarity on how we may 
graciously work with each other is yet to be 
finalised, but we hope we can work in open 
partnership, rather than in contradiction. 

There have been many challenges to face 
during this pandemic, along with closing 
the parish and working with other 
colleagues but God is always gracious and 
there is plenty to celebrate and look 
forward to in the coming years.  Mission 
will continue to flourish as the Lord blesses 
and encourages new ways of working 
together. 

Worship and prayer 
Since March 22nd 2020, services have been 
held jointly with St. Peter’s Church, 
Littleover.  When St. Peter’s Church was 
open Sunday services were held there and 
also streamed for those who were shielding 
or self-isolating, but when that Church was 
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closed online services have been led from 
the Vicarage or Church members’ homes. 

The Church Electoral Roll was revised in 
April 2021.  There are 12 parishioners on the 
Roll, eight of whom are not resident within 
the Parish.  This is a reduction of 3 from 
2020, with two deaths and one person 
moving away. 

Activities of the Church included: 
The Give Away Days have not yet resumed, 
due to the pandemic. 

The Cell Group has continued to meet on 
Zoom, hosted by Rev’d Jenny Cooper, and 
she also hosted monthly chat meetings on 
the first Thursday for all Church members. 

Rev’d Jenny Cooper assisted by other 
Church members continued to lead 
occasional short services in Cedar Tree Care 
Home when permitted by the Regulations. 

Proposed Church Plant 
The neighbouring Parish of Normanton, 
St. Giles, has proposed a church plant in 
this Parish.  No Bishop’s Mission Order has 
been issued yet, but they have appointed a 
Pioneer Curate, who the Diocese has 
housed in St. Andrew’s Vicarage.  We 
understand work is already underway in 
building relationships, but have still 
received no report from them during 2021.  
We remain keen to stay in close 
communication so that we can be mindful 
and prayerful together. 

Deanery Synod 
Two members of the P.C.C. sit on the 
Deanery Synod.  Ann Vincent was 
re-elected for a three-year term by the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting in 2020 
and Peter Vincent is a member of the 
Diocesan Synod elected by the Deanery 
Synod and therefore an ex officio member 
of the Deanery Synod and P.C.C.  The 
Synod provides the P.C.C. with an 
important link between the parish and the 
wider structures of the church. 

The Synod met four times on Zoom during 
the year, and had one in person meeting, 
which was not very well attended. 

Church Building  
The Pre-School re-opened fully in 2021, 
using the Church five mornings and three 
afternoons a week.  The P.C.C. provides 
some support for the Pre-School by 
charging them less than a commercial rent. 

A Shape Fitness Class had transferred from 
St. Peter’s Hall,  meeting on Monday 
evenings in Autumn 2020, but then had to 
stop when the next lockdown was imposed.  
It resumed in May 2021 but then returned 
to St Peter’s in July 2021. 

The building is used by a community group 
every weekday morning and three 
afternoons per week during school terms.  
Whilst the P.C.C. considers it to be 
important that the building is utilised for 
community purposes when it is not 
required for church purposes, this does 
restrict the availability for weekday 
meetings or services, although most 
Saturdays are still free. 

The P.C.C. was pleased that with the easing 
of COVID restrictions in the summer, the 
following work recommended by the 
Quinquennial Inspection in 2019 could be 
carried out. 

The portable building furthest from the 
church was demolished and disposed of in 
the summer, a concrete base was laid by 
contractors in the area where it stood, and 
two metal sheds have been erected. Our 
thanks go to all those from this Church and 
St. Peter’s who helped in this, especially 
Bernie Burton, who organised it all. 

Sone of the wooden cladding on the 
building has been replaced, and extra 
insulation has been laid in the roof space by 
contractors. 

Minor maintenance of the building has been 
undertaken as required. 

3rd Space 
The 3rd Space Club was suspended at the 
beginning of the pandemic, and has not yet 
been able to resume. 
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Safeguarding 
The protection of children, young people 
and vulnerable adults is a priority of the 
P.C.C. and all members of the P.C.C., clergy 
and volunteers undergo Disclosure and 
Barring Service checks and safeguarding 
training offered by the Diocese of Derby. 
We strive to protect all in our care and take 
all concerns very seriously. 

The P.C.C. adheres to the Diocesan 
Safeguarding Policy and has due regard to 
House of Bishops’ guidance on 
safeguarding children and vulnerable 
adults as required by section 5 of the 
Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline 
Measure 2016. 

We are grateful to Janet Edwards from 
St. Peter’s Church who processes our D.B.S. 
applications and manages training needs. 

Ecumenical Relationships 
The Parish is a member of Littleover and 
Blagreaves Churches Together, having 
signed the Littleover and Blagreaves 
Churches’ Covenant, along with Littleover, 
St. Peter’s Parish Church, the Haven 
Christian Centre, Littleover Methodist 
Church, Littleover Baptist Church and 
Newmount Methodist Church.  
Unfortunately, no joint services could be 
held, and owing to the reduced activities it 
was not necessary to collect a subscription 
in 2021. 

Financial review 
Although there were some continuing 
effects of the pandemic, receipts increased 
by 6% and payments increased fractionally.  
Both receipts and payments were slightly 
above budget.  This led to an excess of 
receipts over payments of £6,449, slightly 
below budget.  £6,400 of the surplus was 
transferred to the Building Reserve Fund. 

The P.C.C. is grateful to those members of 
the congregation who maintained their 
offerings, even though no Sunday services 
were held in the Church building during 
the year.  Although offerings under Gift Aid 
fell substantially as some people were no 
longer paying tax, there was an increase in 

other offerings, and so there was a small 
increase of 4% in total offerings.  The tax 
recovered on Gift Aid fell by 19%, and the 
Top-up we were able to claim from HMRC 
on GASDS fell by 75%, due to the fact that 
most offerings were made as lump sums or 
by cheque, and therefore not eligible for 
GASDS.   

As the Pre-School were able to meet 
normally throughout the year and there 
was also the booking from Shape Fitness for 
a short period, rent for use of the Church 
Building rose by 25%. 

With other minor variances the General 
Fund receipts increased to £26,389. 

Contributions to the Common Fund largely 
provide the stipends and housing for the 
clergy, and are calculated by dividing the 
Diocesan budget amongst the parishes in 
the Diocese according to a set formula.  Our 
Contribution to the Diocesan Common 
Fund, remained the largest item of 
expenditure, and was unchanged as the 
same data was used as in 2020. 

With the addition of expenses for the 
Curate the total amount spent on providing 
Christian ministry in the Parish increased 
by 2%. 

When the P.C.C. reviewed its financial 
position towards the end of the year, it 
agreed that in view of the surplus on our 
General Fund we would increase the 
amount given to Missions and Charities to 
20% again in 2021, following increases to 
15% in 2018 and 2019 and 20% in 2017 and 
2020.  We continued to make donations to 
the same Missions and Charities we 
supported in 2020. 

With other minor variances the General 
Fund payments increased to £19,940. 

Some work recommended by the 
quinquennial report was completed as 
detailed above, but other work is still to be 
carried out in 2022 or 2023.  Also, the drive 
needs resurfacing and the Notice Boards, 
which are in poor condition, need replacing. 

Although there are many uncertainties 
regarding the future of the Church and 



Parish, the P.C.C. considers that due to the 
continued commitment of the Church 
members and prudent financial 
management the P.C.C. will be able to 
continue to function and meet its 
commitments throughout 2022 or until a 
change occurs in its status. 

Reserves policy 
It is the policy of the P.C.C. to accumulate 
reserves in its General Fund and Building 
Reserve Fund to meet one-off costs without 
recourse to special appeals so far as is 
possible. 

The P.C.C. also considers that it is necessary 
to keep significant reserves because income 
from offerings fluctuates unpredictably, 
whereas the Parochial Church Council's 
bills have to be met on a regular basis when 
they fall due. 

It is our policy to divide fund balances 
between a CAF Gold (deposit) account with 
our bankers and the CBF Church of 
England Deposit Fund to maximise returns 
whilst minimising risk. 

Serving the Church 

The P.C.C. is grateful to all those who serve 
the work of the church in those worship 
and pastoral activities which have been 
possible and managing and carrying out 
maintenance and improvements to the 
Church building. 

Structure, governance and management 
The method of appointment of P.C.C. 
members is set out in the Church 
Representation Rules. All eligible Church 
attendees are encouraged to register on the 
Electoral Roll and stand for election to the 
P.C.C. 

The P.C.C. held six ordinary meetings 
during the year at which the average 
attendance was 90%. All the meetings were 
held on Zoom, and there were also several 
matters dealt with by email. 

The P.C.C. has only one Committee. This is 
the Standing Committee, which is the only 
Committee required by law. It has power 
to transact the business of the P.C.C. 

between its meetings, subject to any 
directions given by the Council. The 
Standing Committee had informal 
discussions by telephone and email 
throughout the year, but did not meet 
formally. 

Administrative Iirformation 

St. Andrew's Church is situated on 
Blagreaves Lane in Littleover, Derby. It is 
in the Diocese of Derby within the Church 
of England. The correspondence address is 
St, Andrew's Church, Blagreaves Lane, 
Littleover, Derby, DE23 IPX. The 
Parochial Church Council is a body 
corporate (P.C.C. Powers Measure 1956, 
Church Representation Rules 2020) and a 
charity currently excepted from registration 
with the Charity Commission. 

P.C.C. members who have served from 
l^t January 2021 until the date this report 
was approved are: 
Priest-in-Omrge: 

Rev'd Alicia Dring Chair 
Curate 

Rev'd Rachael Brooks 
Churchwardens: 

Mr Bemhard Burton 
Mr Peter Maybury 

Member of tlie Diocesan Synod: 

Mr. Peter Vincent Vice-Chair & Treasurer 
Member of the Deanery Synod: 

Mrs Ann Vincent Secretary 
Elected members: 

Mrs Anne Burton 
Mrs Hazel Staley 

Co-opted member 

Rev'd Jenny Cooper 

On behalf of the P.C.C. 

Alicia Dring (Chair) ^ 

30* March 2022 
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RECEIPTS

£ £ £ £

Voluntary Receipts

Regular Giving

Planned giving under Gift Aid 6,640 10,085

Tax recovered on Gift Aid 2,378 2,935

Top-up from HMRC on GASDS 150 593

Planned giving not under Gift Aid 5,849 2,095

Open plate offerings 1,460 1,223

16,477 16,931

Other voluntary receipts

Sundry donations 220 120

220 120

Receipts from Church activities

Rent for use of the Church building 9,557 7,653

Wedding, funeral & baptism certificate fees 123 124

9,680 7,777

Receipts from investment

Bank interest  2 15

CBF Deposit Fund No. 2 a/c interest 2 20

Interest on HM Revenue & Customs tax refund 3 8 10

12 45

Other receipts

Water charges refund 4 50

50

TOTAL RECEIPTS 26,389 24,923

Parochial Church Council of Blagreaves, St. Andrew

Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2021

General Fund Receipts and Payments Account

2021 2020
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PAYMENTS

£ £ £ £

Church activities

Church overseas: Missionary Societies 5

CMS Mid-Africa Region 1,010 950

1,010 950

Church overseas: Relief and development agencies 5

Tearfund 1,010 950

1,010 950

Home missions and other Church Societies and organisations 5

Christmas Lunch on Jesus 400 380

Church Army 600 565

Church Pastoral Aid Society 500 465

Church Pastoral Aid Society Patronage Fund 100 100

The Children's Society  600 565

The Interact Project 400 380

2,600 2,455

Secular charities 5

The Padley Centre 400 380

400 380

Ministry 

Contribution to the Diocesan Common Fund 8,861 8,861

Vicar's expenses 6 127 155

Curate's expenses 7 239

9,227 9,016

Church - running expenses

Church water charges 82 100

Heating and lighting 1,993 1,894

Church cleaning 1,516 1,623

Church insurance 546 535

4,137 4,152

Church maintenance

Maintenance & repairs 242 356

242 356

Upkeep of services

Service expenses 229 398

Donation towards St. Peter's CCLI licences 8 200

429 398

3 rd  Space

Youth Worker 391

391

Outreach

Other outreach 400 164

400 164

Deanery levy 10

10

Miscellaneous 150

150

2021 2020
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 PAYMENTS (Continued)

£ £ £ £

Governance Costs

Independent Examination 200 200

Administration 275 321

475 521

TOTAL PAYMENTS 19,940 19,883

EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OVER PAYMENTS 6,449 5,040

Transferred to the Building Reserve Fund 6,400 5,000

49 40

Cash on hand and at Bank at 1 January 12,475 12,435

Cash on hand and at Bank at 31 December 12,524 12,475

2021 2020
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RECEIPTS

£ £ £ £ 
Receipts from investment

CBF Deposit Fund interest 7 60

TOTAL RECEIPTS 7 60

PAYMENTS

£ £ £ £ 
Repairs & Maintenance

Replace cladding on Church building 7,403

Install additional loft insulation

 in Church building 1,250
8,653

Building Work

Remove rear portable building 876

Erect two metal sheds 2,273

3,149

TOTAL PAYMENTS 11,802 0

EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OVER PAYMENTS (11,795) 60

Transfer from General Fund 6,400 5,000

Cash at Bank at 1 January 32,174 27,114

Cash at Bank at 31 December 26,779 32,174

Building Reserve Fund Receipts and Payments Account

Designated Fund

2021 2020
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statement of Assets and Liabilities at 31 December 2021 

Monetary Assets 

C A F Bank CAFCash A / c 

C A F Bank Gold A / c 

CBF Deposit Fund A / c 

CBF Deposit Fund No 2 A / c 

Treasurer's Petty Cash float 

Cash and cheques on hand 

Total Cash 

General 

Fund 

£ 

Building 

Reserve 

Fund 

£ 

Totals 

2021 2020 

927 

6,935 

4,617 

45 

0 

12,524 

12,597 

14,182 

26,779 

927 6,782 

19,532 19,030 

14,182 14,174 

4,617 4,614 

45 50 

0 0 

39,303 44,650 

Other Assets 

The Church building and the site upon which it stands is held by the Derby Diocesan Board of Finance Limited as Custodian Trustee on behalf of the PCC. 

Two portable buildings were purchased and installed in 1996 for a total cost including planning appUcation of £2,130. One of them was removed and 

scrapped in 2021, but the cost of the remaining building cannot be separately identified. 

Two metal sheds were purchased and installed in 2021 for a total cost of £2,274. 

The Roland electric piano was purchased in 1989 at a cost of £1,900. 

The Reredos was installed in 2002. The wooden framework was donated and the hangings were purchased at a cost of £4,229. 

The projector and associated equipment was purchased and installed in 2014 at a total cost of £1,695. 

The audio system was supplied and installed in 2018 at a cost of £4,040. 

It is estimated that there is approximately £1,020 in Gift Aid tax to be recovered from HMRC. 

Approved by the Parochial Church Council on 30 March 2022 and signed on its behalf by: 
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Notes to the Financial Statements 

1. Accounting Policy 

The financial statements of the P.C.C. have been prepared in accordance with the 
Church Accounting Regulations 2006 using the Receipts & Payments basis. 

Funds 

The General Fund represents the funds of the P.C.C. that are not subject to any special 
restrictions or decisions by the P.C.C. regarding their use and are available for 
application to the general purposes of the P.C.C. 

Designated Funds have the same legal status as the General Fund, but contain money 
which the P.C.C. has designated for a particular purpose. 

– The Building Reserve Fund was established by the P.C.C. in 1992 to be used (at the 
P.C.C.’s discretion) for major repairs, improvements or extension to the existing 
building or towards a new building. 

Agency Collections and Payments relating to Special Offerings and Donations for 
other charities and Occasional Office Fees collected for the Derby Diocesan Board of 
Finance Limited do not appear in the Financial Statements.  They are however 
acknowledged in note 2 below. 

Statement of Assets and Liabilities 

The following assets are recognised but not valued in the Statement of Assets and 
Liabilities: 

– Movable church furnishings held by the churchwardens on special trust for the 
P.C.C. and which require a faculty for disposal. 

– Land and buildings held on behalf of the P.C.C. 

– Other fixtures, fittings and office equipment where the P.C.C. is free to dispose of 
such assets without a faculty and where the original cost exceeded £1,000. 

The following assets are recognised and a monetary value given as part of the 
description in the Statement of Assets and Liabilities: 

– Amounts owing from the HMRC in respect of money given under Gift Aid and 
top-up payments under the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme (GASDS). 

– Any other amounts owing to the P.C.C. including contributions for the use of the 
Church building. 

– Closing bank balances and cheques and cash on hand as shown in the Receipts and 
Payments Accounts. 

The following liabilities are recognised in the Statement of Assets and Liabilities: 

– Creditors for goods or services where the supply has been received and invoiced 
by 31 December. 
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2. Agency Collections 

Because the Church building has been closed since March 2020 owing to Coronavirus 
no Special Offerings and Donations were taken during 2020 or 2021. 

There was £472 in Occasional Office Fees collected on behalf of the Derby Diocesan 
Board of Finance Limited in 2021 (2020:  £336). 

3. Interest on HM Revenue & Customs Tax Refund 

Interest is paid by HM Revenue & Customs on Gift Aid tax refunds made after the 
end of the calendar year in which the money is given. 

4. Water Charges Refund 

Water Plus found a problem with our account, which resulted in an overcharge over 
three years, which they refunded in 2020. 

5. Grants 

The P.C.C. makes grants to various Missions and Charities from its General Fund at 
the end of each year, normally totalling approximately 10% of its net income.  In 2020 
and 2021 this was increased to 20% of its net income. 

6. Vicar’s expenses 

The Vicar’s expenses were paid gross by Littleover, St. Peter’s P.C.C.  Sums relating 
specifically to her work in the Parish of Blagreaves, St. Andrew were off-charged to 
this P.C.C. 

7. Curate’s expenses 

The Curate’s expenses relating specifically to her work in the Parish of Blagreaves, St. 
Andrew are paid by this P.C.C.  Owing to a misunderstanding over how this is to be 
paid, no payment was made in 2020, and the sum paid in 2021 covers the 18 months 
since she joined the Parishes. 

8. Donation towards St. Peter's CCLI licences 

As St. Andrew’s Parishioners have attended services in or livestreamed from St. Peter’s 
Church during the whole of 2021, it was agreed to make a contribution towards the cost of 
their CCLI licences. 

9. Payments to P.C.C. members 

No payments were made to P.C.C. members. 



Independent examiner's report to the trustees of St Andrews Church, Biagreaves Lane. Littleover. Derby 

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2021 

Respective responsibiiities of trustees and examiner 

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees consider that an audit 

is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent 

examination is needed. 

It is my responsibility to: 

examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act; 

to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) 

of the 2011 Act; and 

to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner's report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission. An 

examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts 

presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and 

seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide 

all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts 

present a 'true and fair view' and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

Independent examiner's statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements 

- to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 386 and 387 of the Companies Act 2006; and - to prepare 

accounts which accord with the accounting records, comply with the accounting requirements of Sections 394 and 395 

of the Companies Act 2006 and with the methods and principles of the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: 

Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial 

Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015) 

have not been met; or 

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 

reached. 

Name: Saadia Davis FCCA 

Relevant professional qualification or body: ACCA 

Address: 109 Woodlands Road, Allestree, Derby DE22 2HH > 

Date:22.03.2022 


