
St George’s Donnington - a vision with a mission to deliver 

Introduction 
This is St George’s Mission Action Plan for 2022 and beyond. Initially tentative in our thinking we 
have found our feet on more solid ground during Lockdown. We feel confident that we can match 
the challenge provided by the Diocesan review. A background about Donnington Parish is attached. 
It sets a context, but the real ambition is set out below.  

Our Vision? 
What is our vision? We have devoted Cafe Church services over the recent past to discussing our 
vision for our faith here in Donnington. We established very clearly that our vision is to be guided by 
these 2 passages of scripture:  

These teachings then led our congregation at a further Cafe Church (and with a heart-warming 75 in 
attendance) to identify how we would deliver this vision. 5 themes were identified that might be 
called our mission statements:- 

• Our ‘church' will not be defined by its buildings 
• We recognise that each of us is at different stage in the journey of faith 
• We will grow with more varied forms of worship 
• We are not a church for the current congregation - we are for all ages and all backgrounds 
• We will turn ideas into action so we can meet, share and serve beyond our Sunday Services. 

Lockdown 
During Lockdown, and with those themes in mind, we have thrown ourselves into activity. We have 
learned a lot and :-  
• not been tied to our buildings; we have taken the message of love out into the community. We 

have brought messages of hope and practical action to local people.  
• met people where they are on their journey and not judged them if they are still undecided or 

nervous of ‘churchgoers’ 
• comforted and provided support to many through a network of 50 volunteers keeping the 

community informed through a well-received series of 8 Donnington+Connected leaflets.  
• experimented with our worship - not just because we had to move to Zoom services (and these 

proved popular and saw an increase in worshippers) but the format of services evolved to be more 
inclusive and stimulating - we even had a Bishop join us from her living room to preach and 
humanise the ‘higher ups’ 

• opened a weekly foodbank drop-off that has now run for 16 months and in the process allowed us 
to provide 9 tonnes of food and life’s necessities and £1500 in cash 

What are we to be as a Church? What are we to do as a Church?

Teacher, what is the greatest commandment 
in the Law? Jesus replied, !You must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: 
!You must love your neighbour as you love 
yourself. All the Law and Prophets depend on 
these two commandments” 
Mathew 22: 37-40

Therefore, go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to obey everything that I"ve 
commanded you. Look, I myself will be with 
you every day until the end of the present 
age” 

Mathew 28: 19-20



• opened a cafe in our Hall each Saturday morning where people from across the community come 
together and chat and strangers (for now) can see in us something of the love our Lord has for us.   

So what do we do beyond Lockdown? 
This stuff works; so we plan to build upon it. We are not frightened of making mistakes and will learn 
as we experiment. But we will not hang back until a better plan emerges - we believe now is the time 
for action. 

We have already experimented. The PCC has consulted with our congregation through a well 
attended Cafe Church on 7th November and with our Rural Dean in attendance. We have consulted 
our local community and listened to their views. We have done this in full knowledge of a new 
arrangement that will likely see St George’s Donnington move to a “House for Duty’ category.  

And our mission to deliver the vision is as follows. 

Worship 
We will be holding a Cafe Church on the first Sunday of each month in our hall.  
We will hold a family service on the third Sunday in our hall 
We will continue to experiment with these services, with the music we use, with the form of the 
teaching.  
We will hold services on the 2 (or 3)  other Sundays of the month in our Church and draw on more 
traditional styles of worship. 
We will use the 5th Sunday of the month to experiment through a 6pm service where we will mix 
both traditional and progressive forms of worship. 

Not just for Sunday  
We will hold prayer meetings via Zoom each Wednesday and Friday at 8 am.  
We will hold an office hour each week where we will open our committee room for anyone to drop 
by to share a concern, seek help, be present in silent prayer. 

Service through love 
We will continue our Foodbank drop-off, our Cafe (George’s) and a book and puzzle swop each 
Saturday morning. As well as feeding the hungry these are huge opportunities to meet people and 
humanise our faith. 
We want to build a new tradition of how families engage with our church. 
We will be continually on the look-out for new ideas. We will, for instance, approach a new 76 bed 
residential care home to see how we might pair up to establish a visitor network to bring a message 
of love and comfort to residents.   

Growing more christlike 
We recognise that for many the confidence of talking to others (friends and strangers) about our faith 
does not come easily. For instance in periods of others’ grief or confusion or uncertainty we can be 
especially uncomfortable about saying the wrong thing. We will work to help people in our church - 
and beyond - develop the skills and confidence to do this. And in our priest and hospice chaplain we 
have just the person to weave it into themed services or evenings of reflections and sharing. In all we 
do we will emanate God’s love. 

Because that is our mission. #



Snapshot of Donnington Parish 

About the Parish 
Donnington (local authority) Parish lies to the south of Chichester city. It is surrounded on 2 sides by 
farmland, on one by Chichester Harbour (an AONB) and separated from Chichester in the north by 
the traffic jam that is the A27. 

To the east is Old Donnington; is the original village with only 40 properties. Stockbridge is the main 
residential centre with 1050 homes. The A286 runs north/south thorough it and in a sense divides the 
community in two. 

Since the 2011 census more new properties have been built - mainly to the east and including a 110 
housing estate of private and social housing. A number of smaller infill developments have been 
built. 

The District Council’s local plan has established an area to the west as development land for up to 
100 dwellings, 33 hectares of employment land that will further encase Donnington. 

We have a solid Parish Council with whom we work closely with good relations. Solid, but perhaps 
not energetic.  

We are part of a conglomeration of local authority parishes that together elect 3 District Councillors - 
we do not have a very strong link with any of them - all live outside our parish.   

The people 
The 2011 census was of a population of 1994 - we estimate 2300 are now resident. 

1 in 4 of our residents are over 65 with a similar proportion living alone.  According to the 2011 
census we have low levels of child, working age or pension age poverty. We are not an ethnically 
diverse parish. Other that we are unremarkable when viewed across the diocese.  

Centres of Activity 
There are no schools. There is no centre of employment with those of working age commuting to 
jobs elsewhere. There are only corner shops. There is no social centre such as pub or restaurant. 
There are two play grounds hidden away.   

In fact with the exception of our own St George’s Parish Hall there is no place inside Donnington 
where people naturally come together or find community. 

The Hospice 
St Wilfrid’s Hospice was located in the parish until its recent move to new premises in nearby 
Bosham. But connections remain strong through Donnington-resident volunteers, choir, fund raising 
and St George’s own parish priest who is ‘shared’ with the hospice. It is a connection that works well 
in our view.  

Residential Care 
The land left by the hospice has been bought and transformed into a brand new private residential 
care home which is about to open. It will have 76 beds. There is also an existing residential home in 
the parish with 28 beds. We will therefore see 5% plus of Donnington residents in residential care. 

Our Church 



The people: Our electoral roll stands at 75 but regular attendance is between 20 and 30 on a normal 
Sunday; many more at festivals. 

We ‘share’ our priest with the Hospice. We have a lay reader and are able to call on a retired priest 
living nearby to take the occasional service. We have churchwardens and a treasurer and a PCC of 8 
with a regular band of volunteers to support sidesman duties, flowers, church cleaning and the like. 
During Lockdown we have enlisted 50 volunteers to help in our work in the community - not all 
would (presently) be happy to be portrayed as ‘doing it for the church’. 

Engagement: We produce a bimonthly community magazine that pays its way and is delivered to 
190 people. We send a weekly church e-newsletter to 95 people (and growing) who have opted in. 
We have an up to date website using the A Church Near You platform.  

The buildings. We have two:- 
St George’s Church is in Old Donnington and hidden back behind a stand of trees - many locals are 
surprised to learn of its existence. A great shame as it is of very lovely Saxon heritage and has been 
cared for and kept in great shape. In recent years we have undertaken major works and 
improvements including a new extension with committee room, our first ever toilets and new lighting 
throughout. Our organ is young and well maintained and benefits from the wisdom of our organist 
Alan Thurlow. Our 2020 Quinquennial has not brought any worrying surprises and we have a plan to 
manage the recommendations 

The Parish Hall belongs to the church and is situated at the heart of the residential centre. It is 1950s 
in origin but was extended with a new wing 3 years ago and in the past 9 months the bulk of the 
‘old’ building has undergone a major refurbishment. The hall is used by local groups and clubs as 
well as by St George’s for 2 or 3 church services per month. Our policy is to be business like in 
running the hall, but not to see it as a ‘cash cow’ preferring to see it support the community, cover 
costs and generate a surplus to pay for improvements (and in this we have been successful) 

Finances. We have 6 months of reserve in our day-to day funds, £43,000 in building reserves and 
have set aside £5000 in a community fund which is being match funded by the parish council to help 
stimulate and support new community activities and groups. Our total cash funds stand at £93,000. 

The bulk of our income comes through PGS and gift aid and we have converted most of the 
congregation this method. We continue to try other means of giving such as contactless and 
Easybuying as well as seeking grant funding where our efforts can be classified in the terms of the 
grant makers. 

We will continue to increase our Parish Share by above inflation rises as we have done for the past 5 
years and the new financial settlement between St Wilfrid’s Hospice and the Diocese will bring us 
closer to achieving our desired 100% parish share.


