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From the Editorial Team 
 

Contributions to the magazine are most welcome.  
Articles for April 22 magazine must be submitted by the 
22nd March 22. The preferred way is to e-mail it as an attach-
ment to : both haleparishmag@gmail.com and maxel-
liot@hotmail.co.uk and g.thompson@uwclub.net.  
It can also be handed on a disc to Mark or Gilly, printed out (use 
Arial font 12pts) or handwritten. Contact Val on 425 3519 for ad-
vertisements to be placed in the magazine 
Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the edi-
torial team or the Church. 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

Team Rector—Rev. Canon Roland Harvey                     0151 352 2049 
Janice Farrell (Licensed Lay Minister and Wedding  
Co-ordinator)         420 1464 
Steve Farrell (Licensed Lay Minister and Treasurer)   420 1464 
Rev. David Thompson (Retired Minister)             425 2012 
Paul Gilligan (Warden)                                                     07966 828745 
Gilly Thompson (Warden)       425 2012 
Jeff Holt (Deputy Warden)        425 4230 
Ros Barlow (Verger)         425 4163 
David Ford (Organist)       425 2233 
Kath Williams                                                           425 5171 
Naomi Hadden (Flowers)                                   425 2265 
Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers)                                      425 2123 
Mark France (Magazine Editorial)                                   07950897564 
Gilly Thompson (Magazine Editorial)      425 2012 
Beryl Andrews (Hale Ladies Group)                       425 2990 
Val Borlase (Magazine Advertising)    425 3519   
Andy Wilson (Worship Group leader)    07783130576 
Hale C of E School                                                  425 3023 
Halebank C of E School                                          425 5798 
Evelyn Hudson (Cathedral Parish Representative)   425 2635 
Lynn Wain (Leader of the Hale Brownies)           07400459938 
 
Office Phone Number. 
If you wish to book baptisms, weddings and funerals, the  
details are as follows: 
 

The number is - 0737 6682 187 
The office hours are - Monday - Thursday 9am to 12noon 
A message or text can be left if the call is outside these 
hours. 
  
Church Website:  http://www.saintmaryshale.com 
Church Email: vicar@saintmaryshale.com             



 

 

Roland Writes. 
 
‘Come and see…’ 

That phrase comes from  John 3:46, where Philip comes to 
his friend, Nathanael, with the news that he had met Jesus 
and it could be that he was the one they had been waiting for; 
the Messiah. 

‘Can anything good come from Nazareth?’ was Nathanael’s 
response.  Philip’s answer was simple: Come and see. 

That was it.  No evangelising.  No arguing.  No having to 
prove a point.  Just, ‘come and see’.  Come and see Jesus for 
yourself.  Meet with him and then decide.  So often we’re 
afraid of letting people know we are Christian, or that we go to 
church, or that we have a faith.  I think part of the fear is due 
to the belief that we then have to prove God or Jesus; that we 
have to have an answer for the questions and challenges that 
will inevitably follow.  But look at Philip.  He didn’t do any of 
those things.  He simply said, ‘come and see.’  For Philip, Je-
sus was enough.  He didn’t have to prove anything to his 
friend, he simply had to bring him to Jesus who did the rest ~ 
read John 3:43-51. 

The other thing which both impresses me and challenges me 
is how Philip cared so much for Nathanael. Philip knew that 
Jesus was the greatest of Good News.  So great that he just 
had to share it with his friend. 

I suppose the questions then are: How important is the Good 
News of Jesus to us? And, Who do we need to say, ‘come 
and see’, to? 

We are approaching Easter – the greatest of Christian festi-
vals – and this is a time to invite people to ‘Come and see.’ 

Lent 

But before Easter we have Lent.  It begins on Ash Wednes-
day – 2nd March.  It is a period rich in symbolism and yet, as 

is common in most areas of the Christian faith, a lot of its 
meaning gets lost amongst all the commercialism – have you 
got your Easter eggs yet? 



 

 

Roland Writes Continued 
 

Lent can and should be a very personal journey of self-
exploration but it should also be a seeking of Jesus; a time for 
us to ‘Come and see.’  Many of us will give something up for 
Lent.  This might be good for our waistlines (if it’s chocolate!) 
but the idea of giving something up is to replace it with a com-
ing closer to God. 

Lent was and is a time to reflect on and repent of the wrong we 
have done.  The Sundays are days of celebration as they are 
the days when we think about the resurrection.  Lent used to 
be a time of preparation for baptism at Easter.   What will you 
be doing during Lent? One way we can ‘Come and see’, could 
be to come together with our friends at West Bank for a Lent 
Course.  This year we will be meeting at West Bank St 
Mary’s, hall.  The course is based on the songs from the mu-
sical, ‘The Greatest Showman’.  It will begin on Thursday 10th 
March (see the diary) and runs for 5 weeks 

Mothering Sunday 

Mothering Sunday is the middle Sunday of Lent.  It was also 
known as ‘Refreshment Sunday' or 'Mid-Lent Sunday' and has 
been celebrated since the 16th Century.  Originally this was the 
day when pilgrims would visit the ‘Mother’ church.  Christians 
would go to church and pay their respects to the Mother 
Church of their religion.  Over time the emphasis changed.  
Since whole families would attend church it became a kind of 
family reunion day as well, and people would say they were 
gone "a mothering." They began to bring flowers, usually daf-
fodils, and treats to their mothers on the occasion and often 
baked a special simnel cake, with almond paste for them (Just 
to say that should any of you wish to continue this tradition, I 
have not given up cake for Lent).   Mothering Sunday will be 
celebrated on the 27th of March.  This could be great oppor-
tunity to invite family, friends, neighbours to just, ‘Come and 
see’. Whatever you do, or don’t do this Lent, I do wish you 
fruitful time.  I pray you use this time in ways which will bring 
you closer to God and have a greater depth in your relation-
ship with Jesus. 

God Bless.             Roland. 



 

 

Our Services 

Services March 2022 

 
Wednesday 2nd March (Ash Wednesday) 
 9.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
 
Sunday 6th March 
 9.30am  Morning Prayer  
 11am  Morning Praise 
 
Wednesday 9th March 
 9.30am  Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 13th March 
 9.30am  Holy Communion with prayer for healing  
 11am  Family Service 
 
Wednesday 16th March 
 9.30am  Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 20th March 
 9.30am  Morning Prayer   
 11am      Family Communion  with prayer for healing 
 
Wednesday 23rd March 
 9.30am   Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 27th March 
 9.30am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 11am  Family Service 
 
Wednesday 30th March 
 9.30am  Morning Prayer 



 

 

   REGISTERS 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Funerals 
   

Gillian Grogan 
David Jones 
Ian Trimble 

 
   

We pray for their families and all who mourn. 

 
    
 

Spring Forward 

 

 

Clocks go forward  

Saturday 26th March 2022 



 

 

 
Messy Church is a way of being Church for 
families and others. It is Christ–centred, for 
all ages, based on creativity, hospitality and 
celebration. 

The next Messy Church at St. 
Mary’s will be on: 
Thursday 3rd March 
             from 4.15 to   
   6.15pm. 
 

There will be food, fun, crafts to 
make and do, and a short time of 
worship on the theme of Easter. 

   
  Come and join us! 

Free! 
Donations 
welcome 



 

 

 



 

 

0151 345 0979 

Ian & Jayne Clark 
 

0151 425 4370 
 

HALEBANK & HALE MILK  
DELIVERIES 

 
 halebankmilkdeliveries@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR ALL YOUR DAIRY REQUIRE-

MENTS 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Guiding the Welsh through turbulent times 

On 1st March Wales celebrates its patron saint, David – or, in Welsh, 
Dewi or Dafydd.     He is revered wherever Welsh people have 
settled. As with most figures from the so-called ’Dark Ages’ (he lived 
in the sixth century), reliable details about his life are scarce, but there 
are enough for us to form a picture of a formidably austere,             
disciplined and charismatic leader, who led the Church in Wales 
through turbulent years and fought tenaciously for the faith.            
It’s likely that David was strengthened in his ministry by time spent in 
Ireland, where the Church was stronger and more confident.  Early 
records tell of a meeting of Irish church leaders with three ‘Britons’, as 
they were described, among them ‘bishop David’. His mother, Non, is 
also celebrated as a saint in Wales, where a number of churches are 
dedicated in her name.                                                                          
That he founded a monastery at Menevia, in Pembrokeshire, seems 
beyond doubt. It later became the site of St David’s cathedral and the 
settlement which is now the smallest city in the United  Kingdom. 
From Menevia David embarked on preaching and teaching missions 
across Wales, and probably beyond. His eloquence was legendary.   
At a famous Synod of the Church, held at a Carmarthenshire village 
called Brefi, he preached passionately against the Arian heresy – in-
deed, so passionately that he was (according to some accounts) im-
mediately named as archbishop of Wales. The village is now known as 
Llandewi Brefi – brefi in Welsh is a hillock, and legend claims that it 
appeared miraculously in order to provide the eloquent bishop with a 
pulpit.                                                                                                        
His monks avoided wine and beer, drinking only water. Indeed, he and 
they lived lives of rigorous austerity and constant prayer, in the man-
ner of the Desert Fathers of the Eastern Church. The date of David’s 
death is disputed – either 589 or 601. It wasn’t until the 12th century 
that he was generally accepted as the patron saint of Wales, and pil-
grimages to St David’s were highly regarded in the following centuries 
– including two made by English kings, William I and Henry II.                                                                 
It’s traditional for Welsh people to wear daffodils on St David’s Day 
(Gwyl Dewi Sant in Welsh) – but there seems no particular reason for 
it, beyond the fact that they tend to make their early Spring appear-
ance round about his day – oh, and they look nice! 



 

 

LENT LUNCHES 

AT 

HALE VILLAGE HALL 
 

 
 

Every Thursday in Lent: 12.30—1.30pm 

 

3rd March, 10th March, 17th March, 

24th March, 31st March, 7th April 

 

We will be serving a simple meal of 

Homemade soup, Fresh bread / crackers and Cheese  

Or Cheese sandwiches 

Tea and Coffee 

 

All proceeds will be given to WATERAID 

 

       Just come along. 

      You will be most welcome   
          

 £5.00 
 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=wateraid+logo&um=1&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=650&tbm=isch&tbnid=c8NSYTOZJMc3_M:&imgrefurl=http://www.healeys-printers.co.uk/healeys-news/page/2/&docid=uKk_Q9_pH9lG2M&imgurl=http://www.healeys-printers.co.uk/healeys-news/wp-content/up


 

 

 
FUNDRAISING FOR WATERAID.  

 
We will be holding our Lent Lunches again 
this year for this very worthy charity.  Come 
along and support us; you will be most wel-
come and you don’t need a ticket. Please re-
fer to the advert in this magazine. 
 
We have had great support over the years but we realise that not 
everyone is free to come to the lunches but would really like to do-
nate to the work of WaterAid so  I will be setting a Just Giving page 
up which will run from Wednesday March 3rd until Easter Monday. 
This is an alternative way to donate.  
 

 

 
It will be called Hale Village Lent Fundraiser for WaterAid. 
Thank you all for your continued support. 

Val Borlase. 
 

Acknowledgement 
 
The family of the late Ian Trimble would like to thank family, 

friends and neighbours for their cards, flowers, donations and 

kind words during this sad time. A special thanks to Mike 

Wharton for his fitting tribute. Thank you for all involved to 

make it a truly lovely, but sad day. Seeing how many people 

gathered to show their respects gave our family a sense of 

pride on how many lives Ian touched. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

1st March—SHROVE TUESDAY,  Pancake Day 

 
Ever wonder why we eat pancakes just before Lent?  The tra-
dition dates back to Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians spent 
Lent in repentance and severe fasting. 
So on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the church bell 
would summon them to confession, where they would be 
‘shriven’, or absolved from their sins, which gives 
us Shrove Tuesday.   At home, they would then eat up their 
last eggs and fat, and making a pancake was the easiest way to 
do this. For the next 47 days, they pretty well starved them-
selves. 
 
Pancakes feature in cookery books as far back as 1439, and 
today’s pancake races are in remembrance of a panicked 
woman back in 1445 in Olney, Buckinghamshire.  She was 
making pancakes when she heard the shriving bell calling her 
to confession.  Afraid she’d be late, she ran to the church in a 
panic, still in her apron, and still holding the pan. 
 
Flipping pancakes is also centuries old.  A poem from Pasquil’s 
Palin in 1619 runs: “And every man and maide doe take their 
turne, And tosse their Pancakes up for feare they burne.” 
Some people have noted that the ingredients of pancakes can 
be used to highlight four significant things about this time of 
year: eggs stand for creation, flour is the staff of life,  while 
salt keeps things wholesome, and milk stands for purity. 
 
Shrove Tuesday is always 47 days before Easter Sunday and 
falls between 3rd February and 9th March. 



 

 

2 March – ASH WEDNESDAY, mourning our sins 
 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  But why ‘Ash’ Wednes-
day?  The reason has to do with getting things right between you 
and God, and the tradition goes right back to the Old Testament. 
In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned.  When they finally 
came to their senses, and saw their evil ways as God saw them, 
they could do nothing but repent in sorrow.   They mourned for the 
damage and evil they had done.  As part of this repentance, they 
covered their heads with ashes.  For the Israelites, putting ashes on 
your head, and even rending your clothes, was an outward sign of 
their heart-felt repentance and acknowledgement of sin.  (See Gen-
esis 18:27; 2 Samuel 13:19; Job 2:8, 30:19; Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 
6:26; Jonah 3:6) 
In the very early Christian Church, the yearly ‘class’ of penitents 
had ashes sprinkled over them at the beginning of Lent. They were 
turning to God for the first time, and mourning their sins.   But soon 
many other Christians wanted to take part in the custom, and to do 
so at the very start of Lent.  They heeded Joel’s call to ‘rend your 
hearts and not your garments’ (Joel 2:12-19).  Ash Wednesday be-
came known as either the ‘beginning of the fast’ or ‘the day of the 
ashes’. 
The collect for today goes back to the Prayer Book, and stresses 
the penitential character of the day. It encourages us with the re-
minder of the readiness of God to forgive us and to renew us. 
The Bible readings for today are often Joel 2:1-2, 12–18, Matthew 
6: 1-6,16 – 21 and Paul’s moving catalogue of suffering, “as having 
nothing and yet possessing everything.” (2 Corinthians 5:20b – 
6:10) 
The actual custom of ‘ashing’ was abolished at the Reformation, 
though the old name for the day remained.  Today, throughout the 
Church of England, receiving the mark of ashes on one’s forehead 
is optional.   Certainly the mark of ashes on the forehead reminds 
people of their mortality:   “Remember that you are dust and to dust 
you will return…”  (Genesis 3:19) 
The late medieval custom was to burn the branches used on Palm 
Sunday in the previous year in order to create the ashes for today. 
The Collect for Ash Wednesday is: 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have 
made and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and 
make in us new and contrite hearts that we, worthily lamenting our 
sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive from you, 
the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 



 

 

17 March:  St Patrick, beloved apostle to Ireland 
 
St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. If you’ve ever been in 
New York on St Patrick’s Day, you’d think he was the patron 
saint of New York as well… the flamboyant parade is full of 
American/Irish razzmatazz. 
It’s all a far cry from the hard life of this 5th century humble 
Christian who became in time both bishop and apostle of Ire-
land. Patrick was born the son of a town councillor in the west 
of England, between the Severn and the Clyde. But as a 
young man he was captured by Irish pirates, kidnapped to Ire-
land, and reduced to slavery. He was made to tend his mas-
ter’s herds. 
Desolate and despairing, Patrick turned to prayer. He found 
God was there for him, even in such desperate circumstanc-
es. He spent much time in prayer, and his faith grew and 
deepened, in contrast to his earlier years, when he “knew not 
the true God”. 
Then, after six gruelling, lonely years he was told in a dream 
he would soon go to his own country. He either escaped or 
was freed, made his way to a port 200 miles away and even-
tually persuaded some sailors to take him with them away 
from Ireland. 
After various adventures in other lands, including near-
starvation, Patrick landed on English soil at last, and returned 
to his family. But he was much changed. He had enjoyed his 
life of plenty before; now he wanted to devote the rest of his 
life to Christ. Patrick received some form of training for the 
priesthood, but not the higher education he really wanted. 
But by 435, well-educated or not, Patrick was badly needed. 
Palladius’ mission to the Irish had failed, and so the Pope 
sent Patrick back to the land of his slavery. He set up his see 
at Armagh and worked principally in the north. He urged the 
Irish to greater spirituality, set up a school, and made several 
missionary journeys. 
Patrick’s writings are the first literature certainly identified from 
the British Church.  They reveal sincere simplicity and a deep 
pastoral care. He wanted to abolish paganism, idolatry, and 
was ready for imprisonment or death in the following of Christ. 
Patrick remains the most popular of the Irish saints. The prin-
cipal cathedral of New York is dedicated to him, as, of course, 
is the Anglican cathedral of Dublin. 



 

 

Children’s Society. 
Box collection 2022. 

Thank you to everyone who brought in their 
boxes at the Christingle service. Thanks also 
for those who gave me a donation. The final total this year was 
£1876. 
The Children’s Society helps change children’s lives, working to-
wards a country where all children are free from disadvantage. 
Their dedicated project workers and volunteers tackle child pov-
erty and neglect head-on. They help families trapped in debt, sup-
port young carers and runaways and stop sexual exploitation. 
They fight for change based on the experience of every child. 
They are determined to give every child in this country the great-
est possible chance in life. 
This is Megan’s story – a young girl whose life has been changed 
through the support of the Children’s Society. 
When Megan was just 10, she was put into care. She was moved 
to countless different foster families and, feeling rejected and un-
loved, she ran away. At 14, Megan met Nick. Nick was a drug ad-
dict who soon became physically abusive. Frightened, but des-
perate for someone to love her, Megan stayed with Nick. “I 
thought he loved me,” Megan said. “When you’re in care and 
you’ve been ripped away from your family, it feels like nobody 
wants you. So when there is love on offer, you grab it. And you 
don’t let go of it, no matter what.” 
Nick was eventually arrested and the police referred Megan to 
our Safe Hands programme in Halifax. There she slowly built up a 
relationship of trust with her case worker, Zoe. “I don’t really see 
Zoe as a worker,” says Megan, “I see her as a big sister. She’s 
always on the phone, asking if I’m all right.” 
Megan has now been placed with a new supportive foster carer 
and is rebuilding her relationship with her family. 
“The Children’s Society has been a champion for me really,” Me-
gan says. “They never gave up shouting for me. And I really 
needed that.” 
Megan’s story could have ended so differently. But we were there 
for her when she had no-one else to turn to. 
With your support, we can change the lives of more children like 
Megan. 
Thank you all so much for your continued support for me and for 
the Children’s Society. 

Love from Jo Saville. 



 

 



 

 

Marie Curie is looking for volunteers to 
hand out the charity’s iconic daffodil pins 
in return for donations for their annual 
appeal this Spring. Collections take place 
in Widnes and other local areas on March 
1st.  If you have a couple of hours to spare 
and would like to help please look at their 
website: Volunteers will be supporting 
the charity’s annual flagship fundraiser – the Great Daffodil Appeal 
– which was forced to cancel its public collections for the past two 
years due to the pandemic. This year collections are going ahead in 
Runcorn & Widnes and Marie Curie is urging new and existing sup-
porters to come forward to show their support. https://
www.mariecurie.org.uk/donate/daffodil or telephone 0800 090 
2309. 
 
During the Great Daffodil Appeal the annual National Day of Re-
flection will take place on Wednesday March 23rd. The charity is 
encouraging everyone to wear a daffodil pin and take a moment to 
show their support for the millions of people bereaved during the 
pandemic and remember those who have died. Lighting a candle is 
also a nice way to remember a loved one. 

file:///G:/parishmag%20not%20used%20yet/stuff%20not%20used/%20https:/www.mariecurie.org.uk/donate/daffodil%20or%20telephone%200800%20090%202309.%0d%0d
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    Lent Course 2022. 

 
“From Now On” 

 
Based on the songs from the ‘Greatest Showman’. 

Join us throughout Lent as we listen to and reflect on 
the songs from the musical. 

 
The major themes for the course are, ‘Hope & Re-
demption.’ And we will be meeting at St. Mary’s, 

West Bank Parish Hall. 
 

Each session begins at 7.30pm. 
 

Thursday 10th March ~ A Million Dreams 
Wednesday 16th March ~ Come Alive 

Wednesday 23rd March ~ Rewrite the Stars 
Wednesday 30th March ~ Never Enough 

Wednesday 6th April ~ From Now On 
 

For more details please ask Roland. 



 

 

27 March: Mothering Sunday, 4th Sunday in Lent 
 
There is an old Jewish saying:  God could not be everywhere, 
and therefore He made mothers. 
 
Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods – our hu-
man mothers – all of them have been part of the celebration 
of ‘Mothering Sunday’ – as the fourth Sunday in Lent is affec-
tionately known. It has been celebrated in the UK since at 
least the 16th century. 
 
In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to 
honour Cybele, Mother of all the Gods. Other pagan festivals 
in honour of Mother Earth were also celebrated. With the arri-
val of Christianity, the festival became one honouring Mother 
Church. 
 
During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to crafts-
men or working as ‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one 
holiday a year on which to visit their families, which is how 
‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name. This special day became a 
day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten fast was broken. In 
some places the day was called Simnel Day, because of the 
sweet cakes called simnel cakes traditionally eaten on that 
day. 
 
In recent years the holiday has changed, and in many ways 
now resembles the American Mother’s Day, with families go-
ing out to Sunday lunch and generally making a fuss of their 
mother on the day. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Mother’s Way 
(Luke 2:19,51) 

You treasure those things, 
Keep them safe in your heart, 
Where did the years go? 

Everything still so fresh… 
The birth, those moments alone, 
Your first looking 
Into each other’s love. 

And the visitors 
With their wonder and wisdom, 
With their gifts and their gazing, 
Everything still so fresh… 

Then the growing years, 
Baby into boy, 
Into man, 
Into joys and sorrows, 
Into life away from your helping, 
Yet you alone hold His history in your head. 

You treasure those things, 
Keep them safe in your heart, 
Of course you do… 

You are his mother. 
 

  

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

HALE NEWS 
Newsagents  Tobacconist  

Greeting Cards   
Confectionary 

 
IVY FARM COURT 

HALE 
*Tel: 0151 425 2587* 

 
 
 

Lighthouse Tots. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A toddler group has started at St. Mary’s Church.   

 
Lighthouse Tots meets on Thursday mornings, in the church 
building, between 9.15am and 11am. 
 
The group runs during school term time only.   
 
The cost per family is £2.00 and refreshments are provided. 
 

   Why not pop in for a look! 



 

 



 

 



 

 


