
The Church of St John the
Baptist, Newport

Welcome to the church of St John the Baptist, Newport. The map overleaf will help you find
the most significant items in the church and tell you a little about them.

We suggest you follow the map round the interior of the church in numerical order.
Below is a brief history of the church.

The History of St John’s
St John’s Church was built at a cost of

£3600 in 1836‐1837, provided by an elderly
clergyman, the Rev. Henry Worsley who
wanted a new Church for the inhabitants of
the growing villages of New Village and Shide,
then on the edge of the Parish of St Mary’s
Carisbrooke. The Church was right on the
southern edge of the town of Newport in the
fields, and was constructed on a field, then
known as St Mary Croft.

The Church was built by a local builder,
William Stratton and is a Grade 2 Listed
Building. The architect was Robert Gunter
Wetten, (1804‐1868), an unsuccessful
candidate for the new Houses of Parliament.
St John’s is the only known example of his
work and its exterior is little changed from
when it was originally built. It is in the early

Gothic style,  based on the Wren “Preaching
House” then going out of fashion.

The Church was consecrated on the 4th
April 1837, by Charles Sumner, Bishop of
Winchester, just 10 weeks before Queen
Victoria ascended the Throne. The cross on top
of the east end was made in 1953 and
commemorates Sergeant Pilot Harold Ernest
Barton, killed in the Second World war - a son
of a Churchwarden.

Churchyard
The Churchyard wall made of flints and

stone is a Listed building in its own right. At the
North entrance there are 2 magnificent trees,
a huge Copper Beech and a Weeping Ash. The
church hall, which was built in the 1970’s, is
next door to  the church within the churchyard
wall.

Interior (see map overleaf)
The interior is much‐changed apart from

the Gallery and the Minister’s desk attached to
the the East wall, which is a rare example.

The glass in the East window was installed
in 1887 and the ruby red surrounds provided
by the firm of Cakebread, Robey & Co.

The Church possesses Communion plate
dating from 1836. Its first Bible was presented
in that year by the Rev. William Sewell (
1803‐1874), a Trustee of the new Church. He
was the son of a Newport Solicitor and an
Oxford Don. He was one of the lesser leaders
of the Oxford Movement and founded Radley
College.

The People
St John’s has always been in the

Evangelical tradition. Throughout its life, it has
sent out missionaries even in modern times. In
1900 there were 6 missionaries from the
Church working for the Church Missionary
Society.

The most famous one was Edgar
Greenshield (1877‐1938, see his picture in the
church) who worked amongst the Inuit people
of Baffin Land and became known nationally
for his thrilling adventures. He was decorated

by the Queen of Holland and received a gold
watch from the Kaiser only a month before the
outbreak of the First World War for his rescue
of Dutch and German shipwrecked crews. He
grew up in the Church and acted as Curate
1916‐1917 before joining Missions to Seamen.

Music
St John’s has always had a very strong

musical tradition. It had an Organ from the
outset and its early records show payments to
women singers and suppers to the men. For
many years it has had the largest Church Choir
in the Island. The Church also has wonderful
acoustics for music and is constantly in use for
all kinds of concerts.

St John’s now has a strong ministry to
serve its local community. The Church Hall is in
constant use for all kinds of activities.

Above all, St John’s has been a centre for a
succession of faithful witnesses for Christian
worship and the establishment of the Kingdom
of Our Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ.



The Choir vestries
were erected in 1964
using rubble from the
demolished East Cowes
castle, originally built by
John Nash.

The Pulpit was erected 1896 in memory of
James Eldridge, prominent Solicitor and
Town Clerk of Newport, twice Mayor of
Newport and first Churchwarden of St.

The Table was made in 1895.

The Minister’s Reading Desk was probably
provided when the Church was built in 1837. It is
a rare example of its type.

The Lectern was made of brass in
1937 and based on a real eagle in
London Zoo.

The Font has been transferred to its present site
from it original position near the front entrance
door. It was probably original in 1837 when the
church was built.

The Memorial to William Carus Wilson was erected in 1861 by a
member of the famous Westmacott family of sculptors and paid for by
soldiers. It depicts a weeping soldier with a Bible, in memory of William
Carus Wilson, (1791-1859) who provided soldiers in the Crimean War
with Bibles and often preached at St John's. In 1923 he established a
School for the daughters of clergy. The Rev Patrick Bronte, Vicar of
Haworth in Yorkshire, sent his 4 daughters there, two of whom died of
typhoid. Carus Wilson is "Mr Brocklehurst" the Headmaster of Lowood
School in "Jane Eyre" by Charlotte Bronte.
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The Sounding Board above pulpit was
erected 1880 in memory of Richard Hollins,
the second Vicar of St John’s, who is buried
in the churchyard.
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The picture of
Edgar Greenshield
and plaque
underneath
commemorate his
work as a
missionary to the
Inuit people of Baffin Island. Edgar
grew up in St John’s and was curate
here for a year before he joined the
Mission to Seamen.

The First World War
Memorial was erected in 1920.
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The Organ ( originally 2
manuals) was constructed by
Bryceson Bros Ltd and
donated by Fanny Louisa Tull
in 1890.  A Choir manual
constructed by the Newport
firm of Scadding & Son and
the only known example of
their work) was donated by
Miss Tull and James Elldridge
in 1908.  The Organ has 24
speaking stops.
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